Sermon of Mola Ali*"® The Minimum Difference between Momin & Kafir

The Minimum Difference between a ‘Momin’ and a ‘Kafir
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The narrator says | was in Amir-ul-Momaneen®*'s company when a man
came and asked: Ya Amir-ul-Momaneen®”* what is the minimum negligence,
which would turn a momin into a Kafir or lead him to destruction? Amir-ul-
Momaneen®" replied it's the same bare minimum which one would require to
become a momin: Allah®" ’s recognition with knowledge (Marfat) and then
submission to Him*", obedience to Rasool Allah*" after Prophet®"’s
appreciation with understanding and acquiring ‘Marfat’ of His®" ‘Hujjat’
(Divine representative) on face of the earth, who is His®" ‘Witness’ on His
creation and follow him®* deferentially.

| asked Amir-ul-Momaneen®*, Will he still be a momin if he is ignorant of all
these essential knowledge? Amir-ul-Momaneen®” replied, only if he carries
out what Imam®* has commanded and refrains from what Imam®* has
forbidden. However, the minimum what would make a person Kafir is to
deem permissible from Allah®" which, in fact, has been forbidden by
Almighty*" and start practicing it as a religion and perceive as he is
worshiping as per Allah®'”’s commands. But in fact he worships Iblis®.

The slightest deviation which leads to destruction in deen is to remain
ignorant about Allah®"’s ‘Hujjat’, who is His observer on people and who's
obedience has been made mandatory and whose ‘Wiliat" has been made
compulsory. | asked, Ya Amir-ul-Momaneen®* may | be sacrificed for your
cause, please explain it further. Amir-ul-Momaneen®”* replied, they are
those®”, to whom Allah®" has combined together with Himself" and His
Prophet™" and this ‘Amr’ (Command) has been revealed in Quran:
(4:59) aSia sl A 5fg Oguasll 1 gaskal’y A0 ) gaghal ) g5l ol gl

O ye who believe! Obey God, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with
authority among you.
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| asked again, Ya Amir-ul-Momaneen®* please shed some more light on it.
Amir-ul-Momaneen®”* added, these are those, about whom Rasool Allah®"™
referred to in his last sermon, prior to passing away. | am leaving behind two
valuables, Allah’s Book and my ‘Itrat’*,my Ahlul Bait™, You will not deviate
from the righteous path as long as you adhere to them. Allah®" has promised
me that they will never depart from each other until they meet me at the
spring of ‘Kauser. Then pointed out to his two-adjacent fingers and
demonstrated by joining them, they will stay together like these two fingers.
Thus, you should adhere to them so that you may not loose vision, through
speculation, and end-up in destruction. Obliteration is destined for those who
try to supersede them®".?

! Prophet saww’s family
? Usool-e-Kafi, vol. 5, Tradition 1, pp. 11.
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