
‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?      www.hubeali.com 

Page 1 of 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

  



‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?      www.hubeali.com 

Page 2 of 28 

Table of Contents 

‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?’ .................................................................................... 3 

Summary:......................................................................................................................... 3 

Introduction: .................................................................................................................... 5 

Holy Verse 1: ....................................................................................................................... 5 

Holy Verse 2: ....................................................................................................................... 6 

Holy Verse 3: ....................................................................................................................... 7 

Holy Verse 4: ....................................................................................................................... 7 

The Ambiguity: ................................................................................................................. 8 

Scholars from people are referred to as ‘Ulema-e -Iraq/Medina/Kufa’ (scholars from a city 
– that is in general terms) ............................................................................................... 10 

Word ‘Alim’ as well as ‘Al-Alim’ is used for Masomeenasws: ............................................. 11 

Looking at a face of a Scholar (Masoomasws) is Ibadah: .................................................... 12 

From Where One should Acquire the True Knowledge? .................................................. 13 

Imamsasws have the title of ‘Scholar’ ............................................................................... 13 

The Reward and Respect for Teacher/Teaching: .............................................................. 14 

Asking Questions ‘unlocks’ knowledge:........................................................................... 15 

Hearts are Revived through Ahadith (Knowledge): .......................................................... 16 

Evil Scholars ‘ سَوْءَ َعُلمََاءََ ’: ................................................................................................. 16 

Place of the scholars (In Holy Quran): ............................................................................. 19 

Imamasws is a Scholar as well as the Muhadith (Ahadith transmitter): .............................. 19 

Who Should one Consult for Newly Emerging Issues? ..................................................... 19 

Appendix I: Ninety-Nine Names of Allahazwj: ................................................................... 21 

Appendix II: Additional Hadith on ‘Alim’: ........................................................................ 24 

Appendix III:  Further Ahadith examples for ‘  25 ............................................ ’الْعِلْمََ‘ and ’عَالمَِ 

 

Abbreviations: 

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam 
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla 
asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam 
AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak 
ra: - Razi Allah

azwj 

La: - Laan Allah
azwj 

  



‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?      www.hubeali.com 

Page 3 of 28 

 تَسْلِيماً.ِِوَسَلَّمَِِ,ِالطَّاهِريِنِِسَيِّدِناَِمَُُمَّدٍِوَِآلهِِِِِعَلىِِاللَّهُِِِوَِصَلَّىِ,ِالْعالَمِينِِرَبِِِِالَْْمْدُِللَِّهِِِِالرَّحِيمِِِِالرَّحْْنِِِِاللَّهِِِِبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allahazwj
 the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allahazwj

 Lordazwj
 of the 

Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammadsaww
 and hissaww

 Purified Progenyasws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِ  الَلَّهُمَِّصَلِِّعَلىِمَُُمَّدٍِوَّآلِِمَُُمَّدٍِوَّعَجِّ

 ‘Alim (Scholar) – Who is an Alim?’ 

Summary: 

These days the word ‘Alim’ (scholar) is mostly referred to a clergyman1!  It is not the only 
title, several other titles, specifically reserved for the ‘Infallibles’ (Masomeenasws), are 
ascribed to them, e.g., Qibla, Moulana, Hujat ul Islam, Ayat ul Uzma,... We will only focus on 
one title here, ‘Alim’, other titles are dealt with in another write-up.2  This is due to the fact 
that ‘ulema’ (plural of Alim – the scholars) are highly honoured in Islam, i.e., the inheritors 
of the Prophetsas, the lantern of guidance – all these are specifically reserved for the 
Masomeenasws – a status undeservedly and shamelessly enjoyed by clergyman of today. 

The purpose of this article is to explain that those ‘Scholarsasws’ who are praised in the Holy 
Quran and Ahadith are the Prophetsas and the Imamsasws and those attributes cannot be 
extended to those who are educated in the Islamic schools.   

Also in a Hadith for example, it is stated ‘the Ulema’ have a similar prestige to that of the 
Prophetsas. 

 .وقالِصلىِاللهِعليهِواله:ِعلماءِامتيكِأنبياءِبنىِإسرائيل

And he Rasool-Allahsaww said: ‘Scholars of mysaww community are like the Prophetsas of the 
Children of Israel’’.3 

As per our beliefs, all Prophetsas are Infallible (Masoom), so an ‘Alim’ comparable to a 
Prophetas cannot other than a Masoom Imamasws - the successors of the Prophet 
Muhammadsaww. 

Masomeenasws have given theirasws followers (Shias) the status of ‘students’ – why are we 
not content with it and try to step over our limits in accordance with the desires and habits 
of the enemies of Ahl Al-Baytasws?  

                                                      
1
 Priest, Mullah, minister 

2
 http://hubeali.com/books/English-Books/Questions/Questions-On-Titles.pdf 

3
 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 2, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 8 H 67 
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ِالْوَشَّاءِِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِ ِعَنِْمُعَلَّىِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيٍّ ِبْنُِمَُُمَّدٍِالَْْشْعَريُِّ ِبْنِِمُكْرَمٍِعَنِْالُْْسَيْنُ بْنِِعَائذٍِِعَنِْأَبِِخَدِيَجةَِسَالِِِ
 وَِمُتَ عَلِّمٌِوَِغُثاَءٌِ.أَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِالنَّاسُِثَلَاثةٌَِعَالٌِِِ

Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad Al Ashary, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Al Hassan Bin Ali Al Washha, from 
Ahmad Bin A’iz, from Abu Khadeeja Salim Bin Mukram, from; 

Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘The people are three (types) – a scholarasws, a student, and a scum 
(worthless – wasting time for the worldly gains)’.4  

A similar Hadith from another chain of narrators is given in the footnotes.5 

The true followers of Ahl Al-Baytasws, have been praised, and have been given an eloquent 

status, e.g. and briefly, ‘ِِِيَ تَذكََّرُِأوُلُوِالْْلَْبَاب اَ   .(the ones of the understanding will heed - 39:9) ’إِنََّّ

Imam Aliasws narrated on behalf of Rasool-Allahsaww that Prophetsaww said: O Ali! ِِالَّذِينَِآَمَنُوا إِنَّ
 in the (Holy) Verse, is referred to Youasws (Those who believe and do good deeds) وَعَمِلُواِالصَّالِْاَتِِ

(Aliasws) and yourasws Shias.6  

So why don’t we like to be blessed with the virtues of a Shia, by being submitting to our 
deserving status ‘Student’ – of course some students are more knowledgeable then the 
others – This is our case, all of us belonging to the creed of Masomeenasws.   

Returning to our topic, an ‘Alim’ means that there is no element of ignorance with him at 
any stage of his life (as we acquire knowledge at various stages of our lives), this Imam Al-
Sadiqasws, explains: 

دِِبْنِِالْفُضَيْلِِعَنِِالثُّمَالِِِّقَِ دٍِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِعَنِْمَُُمَّ ُُولُِبصائرِالدرجاتِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِمَُُمَّ ِأبَاَِجَعْفَرٍِ ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ لََِيَكُونُِعَالٌِِِِِلََِوَِاللَّهِِِِالَِ
 ءٍِِءٍِجَاهِلٌِبِشَيِِْشَيِْجَاهِلًاِأبََداًِعَالٌِِِبِِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Umar Bin Abdul Aziz, from Muhammad Bin Al 
Fuzeyl, from Al Sumaly who said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’farasws saying: ‘No, by Allahazwj! ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a scholarasws cannot happen to be 

ignorant, ever, knower of a thing and ignorant of a thing’.  

                                                      
4
 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 3 H 2 

5
ِبْنُِإبِْ رَاهِيمَِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْيوُنُسَِعَنِْجَِْيلٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِ  ْْدُوِالنَّاسُِعَلَىِثَلَاثةَِِأَصْنَاعَلِيُّ ُُولُِيَ  عْتُهُِيَ  ََِ ِوَِمُتَ عَلِّمٍِوَِغُثاَءٍِفَ نَحْنُِالْعُلَمَاءُِوَِِ فٍِعَالٍِِ

 شِيعَتُ نَاِالْمُتَ عَلِّمُونَِوَِسَائرُِِالنَّاسِِغُثاَءٌِ.

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, from Jameel, from 
Abu Abdullah

asws
, said, ‘I heard him

asws
 saying: ‘The people came to be upon three types – a scholar, and a 

student, and scum. So we
asws

 are the scholars, and our
asws

 Shia are the students, and the rest of the people, are 
scum’ (worthless).

5
 

6
 Ali fil Quran, 195                         183صِ:16ِِالشيعةِجِ:ِِوسائل  
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Introduction: 

Some words are used in multiple meanings, confusion occurs when people are not careful 
with the selection of words in their speech.  However, in religious matters, one has to be 
extra careful as spoiling of the Hereafter may result when attributing those titles and false 
status to others - which are reserved for Allahazwj’s Appointed Prophetsas and Imamsasws.  

One has to think and use appropriate titles, as per the context and to realise who to relate 

with the title. For example the title ‘Al-Momin’ (المؤمن – The Provider of Security) Refers to 

Allahazwj, being one of the Holy Names of Allahazwj. When it comes after ‘Amir ul’ (i.e., Amir 
ul-Momineen) then it refers to Aliasws Ibn Abi Talibasws and when it comes as ‘Momin’ one 
can recognise quite well that it is addressed to devout follower/believer.  

Similarly, ‘العليم’ ’Al-Alim’7 is one of the Names of Allahazwj, meaning All-Knowing for the 

reference of our readers, we have added a Hadith narrating ninety-nine of Allahazwj in 
Appendix I..  

Therefore, one is able to identify who is referred to in the Arabic text, but in our general 
discussions we tend to mix-up words, sometimes in the way of exaggeration, i.e., in poetry 
and in speeches people frequently make use of those Elite titles that are reserved for 
Masomeenasws, - may be not in literal meanings but in general terms. The same holds for 
swearing and joking.  This leads to abstruseness in terms of interpretation of Holy Verses 
and Ahadith. 

We present some Holy Verses, where it becomes clear whom Allahazwj Refers to as 
Scholar(s). 

 

Holy Verse 1: 

ِالْعَالِمُونَِ}ِۖ  وَتلِْكَِالَْْمْثاَلُِنَضْربُِ هَاِللِنَّاسِِ ُِلُهَاِإِلََّ  {43وَمَاِيَ عْ

And these examples, We Strike these for the people, and none understand these except for 

 the learned ones [29:43] ’الْعَالِمُونَِ‘

The word ‘َِالْعَالِمُون’ is the plural of scholar, so generally speaking people interpret the ‘َِالْعَالِمُون’ 
as ‘experts’ (Ulema)8 but in Ahadith, we find completely contrary to the perception of 
general public.  

                                                      
7
 Also written as ‘Al-Aleem’ 

8
 Plural of Alim 
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مُمدِبنِالعباس،ِقال:ِحدثناِالْسينِبنِعامر،ِعنِمُمدِبنِعيسى،ِعنِابنِأبِِعمير،ِعنِمالكِبنِعطية،ِعنِمُمدِبنِ
ِالْعالِمُونَ،ِقال: مروان،ِعنِالفضيلِبنِيسار،ِعنِأبِِجعفرِ)عليهِالسلام(،ِفيِقولهِعزِوِجل: ُِلُهاِإِلََّ  «.نحنِهم»ِوَِماِيَ عْ

Muhammad Bin Al-Abbas, from Al-Husayn Bin Aamir, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from 
Maalik Bin Atiya, from Muhammad Bin Marwan, from Al-Fazeyl Bin Yasaar,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’farasws regarding the Words of Mighty and Majestic: and 
none understand these except for the learned ones [29:43], heasws said: ‘That is usasws’ 
(Masomeenasws).9 

ِالْعالِمُونَ،ِيعنيِآلِمُمدِ ُِلُهاِإِلََّ  لام(.)عليهمِالسوِقالِعليِبنِإبراهيم،ِفيِقوله:ِوَِتلِْكَِالَْْمْثالُِنَضْربُُِاِللِنَّاسِِوَِماِيَ عْ

And Ali Bin Ibrahim said,  

‘Regarding Hisazwj Words: And these examples, We Strike these for the people, and none 
understand these except for the learned ones [29:43] - Meaning the Progenyasws of 
Muhammadsaww’.10 

 

Holy Verse 2: 

ِالظَّالِمُونَِ}ِۖ  اتٌِفيِصُدُورِِالَّذِينَِأوُتُواِالْعِلْمَِبَلِْهُوَِآياَتٌِبَ ي ِّنَِ  {49وَمَاِيَجْحَدُِبآِياَتنَِاِإِلََّ

But these are clear Verses in the chests of ‘َِالْعِلْم’ those Granted the Knowledge, and none 

deny Our Signs except for the unjust [29:49] 

َْرٍِعَنِْهَارُونَِبْنِِحَْْزََ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلاممَُُمَّدُِبْنُِيَِْ ِعَنِْيزَيِدَِشَ ُُولُِبلَِْهُوَِِيََى ِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِ عْتُهُِيَ  ََِ (ِقاَلَِ
)ِعليهمِالسلا  مِ(ِخَاصَّةًِ.آياتٌِبَ يِّناتٌِفِيِصُدُورِِالَّذِينَِأوُتوُاِالْعِلْمَِقاَلَِهُمُِالْْئَمَِّةُِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Al Husayn, from Yazeed Shaghar, from Haroun Bin Hamza,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws, said, ‘I heard himasws saying: ‘But these are clear Verses in the 
chests of those Granted the Knowledge [29:49] - theyasws are the Imamsasws in particular’.11  

اَعَةَِعَنِْأَبِِبَصِيٍرِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِ ََ ِعَنِْعُثْمَانَِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْ )ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفِيِهَذِهِِالْْيةَِِبلَِْهُوَِِوَِعَنْهُِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِعَلِيٍّ
ِالْمُصْحَفِِآياتٌِبَ يِّناتٌِفِيِصُدُورِِالَّذِينَِأوُتوُاِالِْ ِدَف َّتَيِ قاَلَِأمََاِوَِاللَّهِِياَِأبَاَِمَُُمَّدٍِمَاِقاَلَِبَ يْنَ  عِلْمَِثَُُِّ

And from him, from Muhammad Bin Ali, from Usman Bin Isa, from Sama’at, from Abu Baseer who said,  

                                                      
9
1ِ:430ِ/8تأويلِالْياتِ   

10
.2ِ:150تفسيرِالُميِ   

11
 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 23 H 4 
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‘Abu Ja’farasws said regarding this Verse: But these are clear Verses in the chests of those 
Granted the Knowledge [29:49]: ‘But, by Allahazwj, O Abu Muhammad! Whatever is said to 
be between the two covers of the Parchment’.  

ِفِدَاكَِقاَلَِمَنِْعَسَىِأنَِْيَكُونوُاِغَي ْرنَاَِ. ُُ ِمَنِْهُمِْجُعِلْ ُُ  قُ لْ

I said, ‘Who are they, may I be sacrificed for youasws?’ Heasws said: ‘Who can they happen to 
be apart from usasws?’12  

 

Holy Verse 3: 

لِكَِ كَِذََٰ ِوَالْْنَْ عَامِِمُُْتَلِفٌِألَْوَانهُُ اَِيََْشَىِاللَّهَِمِنِْعِبَادِهِِالْعُلَمَاءُِِۖ  وَمِنَِالنَّاسِِوَالدَّوَابِّ ِ {28إِنَِّاللَّهَِعَزيِزٌِغَفُورٌِ}ِۖ  إِنََّّ

And from the people, and beasts and cattle are various species of it, similar to that. But 

rather, Allah is feared by those from His ‘ُِالْعُلَمَاء’ knowledgeable servants. Surely, Allah is 

Mighty, Forgiving [35:28] 

بنِالعباس،ِقال:ِحدثناِعليِبنِعبدِاللهِبنِأسد،ِعنِإبراهيمِبنِمُمد،ِعنِجعفرِبنِعمر،ِعنِمُاتلِبنِسليمان،ِعنِمُمدِ
اِيََْشَىِاللَّهَِمِنِْعِبادِهِِالْعُلَماءُ،ِقال:ِيعنيِبهِعلياِ)عليهِالس كِانِالضحاكِبنِمزاحم،ِعنِابنِعباس،ِفيِقولهِعزِوِجل:ِإِنََّّ لام(،

شىِاللهِعزِوِجلِوِيراقبه،ِوِيعملِبفرائضه،ِوِيجاهدِفيِسبيله،ِوِيتب ِفيِجْي ِأمرهِمرااتهِوِمراا ِرسولهِعالماِبالله،ِوِيَ
 )صلىِاللهِعليهِوِآله(.

Muhammad Bin Al Abbas, from Ali Bin Abdullah Bin Asad, from Ibrahim Bin Muhammad, from Ja’far Bin Umar, 
from Maqaatil Bin Suleyman, from Al Zahaak Bin Mazaahim,  

‘From Ibn Abbas, regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic: But rather, Allah is 
feared by those from His knowledgeable servants [35:28], said, ‘It Means by it, Aliasws who 
was a knowledgeable one with Allahazwj, and feared Allahazwj Mighty and Majestic Who was 
Watching himasws. And heasws performed Hisazwj Obligations, and fought in Hisazwj Way, and 
followed Hisazwj Desire in all of Hisazwj Commands, and the desire of Rasool-Allahsaww’.13 

 

Holy Verse 4: 

ِآناَءَِاللَّيْلِِسَاجِدًاِوَقاَئمًِاِيَْذَرُِالْْخِرََ ِوَيَ رْجُوِرَحْْةََِربَِّهِِ ٌُ اَِِۖ  قُلِْهَلِْيَسْتَوِيِالَّذِينَِيَ عْلَمُونَِوَالَّذِينَِلََِيَ عْلَمُونَِِۖ  أمََّنِْهُوَِقاَنِ إِنََّّ
 {9يَ تَذكََّرُِأوُلُوِالْْلَْبَابِِ}

                                                      
12

 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 23 H 3 
13

.2ِ:480ِ/6تأويلِالْياتِ   
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Safe is He who is obedient during the hours of the night, performing Sajdah and standing, 
being cautious of the Hereafter and hoping for the Mercy of his Lord. Say: ‘Are they equal, 
those who do not know and those do know?’ But rather, the ones of the understanding 
will heed [39:9] 

َُاسِمِِالْْنَْصَاريِِِِّعَلِيُِّ ِْيرَِ ِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْمُؤْمِنِِبْنِِالْ عَنِْسَعْدٍِعَنِْجَابِرٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِبْنُِإبِْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَّهِِبْنِِالْمُ
ِوَِجَلَِّهَلِْيَسْتَوِيِالَّذِينَِيَ عْلَمُِ ِالْْلَْبابِِقاَلَِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِفِيِقَ وْلِِاللَّهِِعَزَّ ِأوُلُوا اِيَ تَذكََّرُ ونَِوَِالَّذِينَِلَِيَ عْلَمُونَِإِنََّّ

اَِنَحْنُِالَّذِينَِيَ عْلَمُونَِوَِالَّذِينَِلََِيَ عْلَمُونَِعَدُوُّناَِوَِشِيعَتُ نَاِأوُلُوِالْْلَْبَابِِ.  السلامِ(ِإِنََّّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Abdullah Bin Al Mugheira, from Abdul Momin Bin Al Qasim Al Ansary, 
from Sa’ad, from Jabir,  

‘From Abu Ja’farasws regarding the Words of Allahazwj Mighty and Majestic: ‘Are they equal, 
those who do not know and those do know?’ But rather, the ones of the understanding 
will heed [39:9]. Abu Ja’farasws said: ‘But rather weasws are those who know, and those who 
do not know are ourasws enemies, and our Shias are the ones of understanding.14 

وعنه:ِعنِابنِفضال،ِعنِعليِبنِعُبةِبنِخالد،ِقال:ِدخلُِأناِوِمعلىِبنِخنيسِعلىِأبِِعبدِاللهِ)عليهِالسلام(،ِوِليسِ
مرحباِبكماِوِ»هوِفيِمجلسه،ِفخرجِعليناِمنِجانبِالبيُِمنِعندِنسائهِوِليسِعليهِجلباب،ِفلماِنظرِإليناِرحب،ِفُال:ِ

اِيَ تَذكََّرُِأوُلُواِالْْلَْبابِِ بابِفيكِتابِالله،ِقالِاللهِتباركِوِتعالى:أنتمِأولوِالْل»،ِثُِجلس،ِوِقال:ِ«أهلا  «.ِإِنََّّ

From him, from Ibn Fazal, from Ali Bin Aqaba Bin Khalid who said,  

‘I and Moala Bin Khunays came to Abu Abdullahasws, and heasws wasn’t in hisasws seating 
place. Then heasws came out to us from the side of hisasws women’s quarters, and there 
wasn’t a cloak upon himasws. So when heasws looked towards us, heasws received us saying: 
‘Welcome to you both and hello!’ Then heasws sat down and said: ‘You (Shias) are the ones of 
understanding (Mentioned) in the Book of Allahazwj. Allahazwj Blessed and Exalted Said: But 
rather, the ones of the understanding will heed [39:9]’’.15 

So the ‘followers’ of Ahl Al-Baytasws, are referred to as those who listen carefully and follow 
the guidance. 

 

The Ambiguity: 

It is frequently advocated, by quoting the following Hadith, that the ‘Al-Ulema’ (the 
scholars) are the ‘Worasa’ (inheritors) of Prophetas.  This would only hold for the Divinely 
Educated Onesasws, and certainly not for those who were educated in schools. The Arabic 
word is ‘العلماء’ (Al-Ulema ‘the Scholars’) is set aside for none but the Imamsasws!  
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دِِبِْ دٍِعَنِْعِمْرَانَِبْنِِمُوسَىِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِِابْنِِأَسْبَاطٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّ لَّهِِ ِنِِالْفُضَيْلِِعَنِِالثُّمَالِِِّعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِالير،ِبصائرِالدرجاتِأبَوُِمَُُمَّ
ُُولُِ عْتُهُِيَ  ََِ ِ.ِألَْوَاحُِمُوسَىِعِنْدَناَِوَِعَصَاِمُوسَىِعِنْدَناَِوَِنَحْنُِوَرثِْ نَاِالنَّبَِِّصِِقاَلَِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Abu Muhammad, from Imran Bin Musa, from Musa Bin Ja’far, from Ibn 
Asbat, from Muhammad Bin Al Fuzeyl, from Al Sumaly,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard himasws saying: ‘The Tablets of Musaas 
are with usasws, and staff of Musaas is with usasws, and weasws are the inheritors of the 
Prophetsaww’’.16 

ِأَحَِْْ ِعَنْ ِيَْيََى  ِبْنُ ِالسلامِ(مَُُمَّدُ ِ)ِعليه ِاللَّهِ ِأَبِِعَبْدِ ِعَنْ ِأَبِِالْبَخْتََِيِّ ِعَنْ ِخَالِدٍ ِبْنِ ِمَُُمَّدِ ِعِيسَىِعَنْ ِبْنِ ِمَُُمَّدِ ِبْنِ ِإِنَِِّدَ قاَلَ
ِالْْنَبِْيَاءَِلَِِْيوُرثِوُاِدِرْهََاًِوَِلََِدِينَاراًِوَِإِنَََِّّ َُدِِْاِأوَْرثَوُاِأَحَادِيثَِمِنِْأَحَادِيثِهِمِْفَمَنِْأَخَذَِبِشَيِْالْعُلَمَاءَِوَرثَةَُِالْْنَبِْيَاءِِوَِذَاكَِأَنَّ هَاِفَ  ءٍِمِن ْ

 أَخَذَِحَظاًِّوَافِراًِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Muhammad Bin Khalid, from Abu Al 
Bakhtary, from 

Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘The scholarsasws are the inheritors of the Prophetsas, and that is 
because the Prophetsas do not leave inheritance of the Dirhams nor of the Dinars 
(accumulated wealth), and rather they leave the inheritance of Ahadeeth from theiras 
Ahadeeth. So the one who takes with anything from these, so he has taken an abundant 
share.  

ِفيكُِلِِّخَلَفٍِعُدُولًَِيَ ن ْفُونَِعَنْهُِ ُِ ِفِينَاِأَهْلَِالْبَ يْ نِْتأَْخُذُونهَُِفإَِنَّ َْالِيَنِوَِانتِْحَالَِالْمُبْطِلِيَنِوَِتأَْوِيلَِالْْاَهِلِيَنِ.ِفاَنْظرُُواِعِلْمَكُمِْهَذَاِعَمَّ  تََْريِفَِالْ

Therefore, look at this knowledge of yours, from whom you are taking it, for among usasws, 
the Peopleasws of the Household, every successorasws is a just one negating from it the 
alterations of the exaggerators, and the plagiarism of the invalidators, and the 
interpretations of the ignorant ones’.17  

For those who work hard to gain the knowledge left behind by the Prophetsas and Imamsasws 
have been referred to (in Ahadith), Alam-e-Faqh, the struggling one, for example: 

ِعَنِْمُعَلَّىِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِجُْْهُورٍِعَنِْعَبْدِِالرَّحَْْنِِ ِبْنُِمَُُمَّدٍِالَْْشْعَريُِّ بْنِِأَبِِنََْراَنَِعَمَّنِْذكََرهَُِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِالُْْسَيْنُ
ُِيهاًِ.عليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِمَنِْحَفِظَِمِنِْأَحَادِيثِنَاِأرَْبعَِيَنِحَِ ُِيَامَةِِعَالِماًِفَ  دِيثاًِبَ عَثهَُِاللَّهُِيَ وْمَِالْ

Al-Husayn Bin Muhammad Al Ashary, from Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Jamhour, from Abdul 
Rahma Bin Abu Najran, from the one who mentioned it, from 
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Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘The one who preserves from ourasws Ahadeeth, forty Ahadeeth, 
Allahazwj would Resurrect him on the Day of Judgment as a ‘ًِعَالِما’ learned one, an 

understanding one (ًُِِيها   18.’(فَ

مُم دِب نِجْه ورِالعم يِ،ِع نِعب دِال رحْنِب نِأبِِنَ رانِع نِورواهِالص دو ِفيِ)ِالْم الِِ(ِع نِأبي هِ،ِع نِس عدِب نِعب داللهِ،ِع نِأحْ دِب نِالْس ينِب نِس عيدِ،ِع نِ
لُيام ةِفُيه اِعالم اِ،ِولِِعاصمِبنِحْيدِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِمسلمِ،ِعنِأبِِعبداللهِ)ِعليهِالس لام(ِ،ِق الِ:ِم نِحف ظِم نِش يعتناِأربع ينِح ديثاِبعث هِاللهِع زِّوج لِّي ومِا

ِيعذبهِ.

And it has been related by Al-Sadouq in Al-A’maali from his father, from Sa’d Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Al 
Husayn Bin Sa’eed. From Muhammad Bin Jamhoor Al A’mi, from Abdul Rahman Bin Abu Najran from Aasim Bin 
Hameed, from Muhammad Bin Muslim who has narrated the following: 

Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘If any one from among ourasws Shiites memorises forty Ahadith, 
Allahazwj Mighty and Majestic will Send him on the Day of Judgement as a ‘فُيه اِعالم ا’ scholar of 

understanding, and will not Punish him.19 

 

Scholars from people are referred to as ‘Ulema-e -
Iraq/Medina/Kufa’ (scholars from a city – that is in general 
terms) 

وجعفرِبنِمُمدِبنِمسرورِجْيعاِ،ِعنِمُمدِبنِوفيِ)ِالْمالِِ(ِوِ)ِعيونِالْخبارِ(ِعنِعليِبنِالْسينِابنِشاذويهِالمؤدبِ،ِ
عبداللهِبنِجعفرِالْميريِ،ِعنِأبيهِ،ِعنِالريانِبنِالصلُِ،ِعنِالرا اِ)ِعلي هِالس لامِ(ِ ِفيِح ديثِ ِأنِالم أمونِس ألِعلم اءِ

كِله اِ(ِفُالُِالعلماءِ:ِأرادِاللهثم أورثنا الكتاب الذين اصطفينا من عبادنا  العرا ِوخراسانِعنِقولهِتعالىِ:ِ) ِبذلكِ:ِالَمة
 ِ،ِفُالِالمأمونِ:ِماِتُولِياِأباِالْسنِ؟ِفُالِالرااِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِ:ِإنهِلوِأرادِالَمةِلكانُِبأجْعهاِفيِالْنةِ ِإلىِأنِقالِ:ِ

:ِالذينِوصفهمِفصارتِوراثةِالكتابِللعتَ ِالطاهر ِلَِلْيرهمِ،ِقالِالمأمونِ:ِومنِالعتَ ِالطاهر ِ؟ِفُالِالرااِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِ
(ِوهمِالذينِقالِرسولِاللهِ)ِصلىِاللهِإنما يريد الله ليذهب عنكم الرجس أهل البيت ويطهركم تطهيرا  اللهِفيكِتابهِفُالِ:ِ)

كِي  فِ كِت  ابِاللهِ،ِوع  تَنهِأه  لِبي  تيِ،ِوادم  اِل  نِيفتَق  اِح  كِي  رداِعل  يِّالْ  و ِ،ِانظ  روا علي  هِوآل  هِ(ِ:ِإفِمُل  فِف  يكمِالثُل  ينِ:
ِفيهماِ،ِأيهاِالناسِلَِتعلّموهمِ،ِفادمِأعلمِمنكمِ ِإلىِأنِقالِ:ِ ِفصارتِوراثةِالكتابِللمهتدينِ،ِدونِالفاسُينِ.ِِتخلفوف

And in Al Amaly and Uyoon Al Akhbar from Ali Bin Al Husayn Ibn Shazwiya Al Mudab, and Ja’far Bin 
Muhammad Bin Masroor altogether, from Muhammad Bin Abdullah Bin Ja’far Al Humeyri, from his father, 
from Al Royan Bin Al Salah who says: 

Al-Rezaasws – in a Hadith – said that Mamoun had asked the scholars of Iraq and Khorasaan 
about the Words of the Highazwj Then We gave the Book for an inheritance to those whom 
We chose from among Our servants (35:32) so the scholars said, ‘Allahazwj has Intended by 
that to be the whole of the community’.  
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Mamoun said, ‘What do youasws say, O Abu Al-Hassanasws?’ Al-Rezaasws said: ‘If Heazwj 
Intended the whole community by it then all of them should be in Paradise’ – until heasws 
said: ‘It follows that these are the Purified Progenyasws and not others’. Mamoun said, ‘And 
who are the Purified Progenyasws?’ Al-Rezaasws said: ‘Theyasws are the onesasws who have been 
Described by Allahazwj in Hisazwj Book by Saying Allah only desires to keep away the 
uncleanness from you, O people of the House! and to purify you a (thorough) purifying 
33:33, and theyasws are the onesasws about whomasws the Messenger of Allahazwj said: ‘Isaww 
am leaving behind mesaww among you two weighty things, the Book of Allahazwj and mysaww 
Progenyasws the People of the Householdasws, and these two will not separate until they 
come to mesaww at the Fountain.  

Look at how you treat them after mesaww among you. O People! Do not try to teach them, 
for theyasws are more knowledgeable than you’, - until heasws said: ‘It follows that the 
inheritors of the Book are the Guided onesasws, and not the immoral ones’.20 

 

Word ‘Alim’ as well as ‘Al-Alim’ is used for Masomeenasws: 

دِِبْنِِالْفُضَيْلِِعَنِِالثُّمَالِِِّقَِ دٍِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْعَزيِزِِعَنِْمَُُمَّ ُُولُِبصائرِالدرجاتِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِمَُُمَّ ِأبَاَِجَعْفَرٍِ ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ لََِيَكُونُِعَالٌِِِِِلََِوَِاللَّهِِِِالَِ
 ءٍِِشَيِْءٍِجَاهِلٌِبِِِجَاهِلًاِأبََداًِعَالٌِِِبِشَيِْ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Umar Bin Abdul Aziz, from Muhammad Bin Al 
Fuzeyl, from Al Sumaly who said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’farasws saying: ‘No, by Allahazwj! ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a scholarasws cannot happen to be 

ignorant, ever, knower of a thing and ignorant of a thing’.  

اَ ََ ِوَِأعَْظَمُِوَِأَكْرَمُِمِنِْأَنِْيَ فْرَِ ِطاَعَةَِعَبْدٍِيَْجُبُِعَنْهُِعِلْمَِ قاَلَِاللَّهُِأَجَلُِّوَِأعََزُّ قاَلَِلََِيَْجُبُِثَُُِّ ِ.ِذَلِكَِعَنْهُِِِئهِِِوَِأرَْاِهِِثَُُِّ

Then heasws said: ‘Allahazwj is more Majestic and Mightier and more Magnificent and more 
Benevolent that to Obligate obedience of a servant having Veiled from himasws knowledge of 
Hisazwj sky and Hisazwj earth’. Then heasws said: ‘That is not Veiled from himasws’’.21 

ُُولُِِير،ِبصائرِالدرجات ِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِيَ  ِأبَاَ ُُ عْ ََِ ِعَنِِالْفُضَيْلِِقاَلَِ ِعَنِْربِْعِيٍّ ُُوبُِبْنُِيزَيِدَِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيْرٍ ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِِِيَ عْ إِنَّ
ِيََِْ ِ.ِلُفَهُِمِنِْأهَْلِهِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِعِلْمَهُِأوَِْمَاِشَاءَِاللَّهُِهَبَطَِمََ ِآدَمَِلَِِْيُ رْفَْ ِوَِإِنَِّالْعِلْمَِيُ تَوَارَثُِوَِمَاِيََوُتُِمِنَّاِعَالٌِِِحَكَّ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Yaqoub Bin Yazeed, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, fromRabie, from Al Fuzeyl who 
said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullahasws saying: ‘The knowledge which came down with Adamas was not 

raised, and that the knowledge gets inherited, and ‘َِالْعِلْم’ no scholar from usasws passes away 
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until heasws leaves behind oneasws from hisasws family who knows hisasws knowledge, or 
whatever Allahazwj so Desires’’.22 

ُُولُِير،ِبصائرِالدرجاتِأَحَْْدُِ ِأبَاَِجَعْفَرٍِ ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ ِعَنِْفَضَالَةَِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِأبَاَنٍِقاَلَِ دٍِعَنِِالَْْهْوَازيِِّ الْعِلْمُِالَّذِيِنَ زَلَِمََ ِآدَمَِمَاِرفَُِ ِوَِِِبْنُِمَُُمَّ
ِ.ِمَاِمَاتَِعَالٌِِِفَذَهَبَِعِلْمُهُِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al Ahwazy, from Fazalat, from Umar Bin Aban 
who said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’farasws saying: ‘The knowledge which descended with Adamas was not raised, 

and ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a scholar passes away but hisasws knowledge does not go away’’.23 

ِبْنِِأَبِِحَْْزََ ِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَِإكمالِالدينِبُِذََاِالِِْ طِينِيِِّعَنِِالْوَشَّاءِِعَنِْعُمَرَِبْنِِأبَاَنٍِعَنِِالُْْسَيْنِ ُْ ِِنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ ِقَالَِقَالَ:سْنَادِِعَنِِالْيَ ياَِأبَاَِحَْْزََ ِإِنَّ
ِوَِفِيهَاِعَالٌِِِمِنَّاِفإَِنِْزَادَِالنَّ ِيَ رَىِفيِوُلْدِِالَْْرَْ ِلََِتَخْلُوِإِلََّ َُصُواِوَِلَنِْيَُْرجَِِاللَّهُِذَلِكَِالْعَالَِِِحَكَّ َُصُواِقَالَِقَدِْنَ  هِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِاسُِقاَلَِقَدِْزَادُواِوَِإِنِْنَ 

ِ.ِمِثْلَِعِلْمِهِِأَوِْمَاِشَاءَِاللَّهُِ

(The book) ‘Ikmal Al Deen’ – By this chain from Al Yaqteeny, from Al Washa, from Umar Bin Aban, from Al 
Husayn Bin Abu Hamza, from his father,  

‘O Abu Hamza! The earth cannot be vacant except and there is a ‘َِِِعَال’ scholarasws from usasws 

in it. So, if the people make an addition, heasws would say: ‘They are adding’; and if they 
make a reduction, heasws would say: ‘They are reducing’. And Allahazwj will never Take out 

that ‘َِِِالْعَال’ scholarasws until heasws sees among hisasws sonsasws, oneasws who knows similar to 

hisasws knowledge, or whatever Allahazwj so Desires’’.24 

As an example, an additional Hadith is cited in Appendix II. 

 

Looking at a face of a Scholar (Masoomasws) is Ibadah: 

 وقالِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(:ِالنظرِإلىِوجهِالعالِِعباد .

And hesaww said: ‘The looking at the face of the scholarasws, is (an act of) worship’’.25 

نوادرِالراوندي:ِبإسنادهِعنِموسىِبنِجعفر،ِعنِآبائهِ)عليهمِالسلام(ِقال:ِقالِ)صلىِاللهِعليهِوآله(:ِالنظرِفيِوجهِالعالِِ
 حباِلهِعباد .

(The book) Nawadir of Al Rawandy, by his chain,  

                                                      
22

 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 26, The book of Imamate, P 4 Ch 12 H 22 
23

 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 26, The book of Imamate, P 4 Ch 12 H 25 
24

 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 26, The book of Imamate, P 4 Ch 12 H 47 
25

 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 1, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S 2 Ch 2 H 14 
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‘From Musaasws Bin Ja’farasws having said: ‘Hesaww said: ‘The looking at the face of the 
scholarasws, love for him, is (an act of) worship’’.26 

 

From Where One should Acquire the True Knowledge? 

كتابِعاصمِبنِحْيد،ِعنِخالدِبنِراشد،ِعنِمولىِلعبيد ِالسلمافِقال:ِخطبناِأميرِالمؤمنينِعليهِالسلامِعلىِمنبرِلهِمنِ
ثُِقال:ِياِأيهاِالناسِاتُواِاللهِولَِتفتواِالناسِبماِلَِتعلمون،ِإنِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِوالهِقالِقولَِِلبن:ِفحمدِاللهِوأثنىِعليه

 آلِمنهِإلىِغيرهِوقالِقولَ.ِوا ِعلىِغيرِمواعهِوكذبِعليه.ِ

The book of Aasim Bin Humeyd, from Khalid Bin Rashid, from a slave of Ubeyda Al Salmany who said,  

‘Amir-ul-Momineenasws preached to us upon a pulpit of hisasws. He praised Allahazwj and 
extolled upon Himazwj, then said: ‘O you people! Fear Allahazwj and do not issue Fatwas to the 
people with what you do not know. Rasool-Allahsaww said a word, they transferred it from 
himasws to others, and hesaww said a word, they placed it upon other than its (proper) place 
and belied upon himsaww.  

فُامِإليهِعلُمةِوعبيد ِالسلمافِفُالَ:ِياِأميرِالمؤمنينِفماِنصن ِبماِقدِخبرناِفيِهذاِالصحفِعنِأصحابِمُمدِصلىِاللهِ
كِأنهِيعنيِنفسه.  عليهِوالهِ؟ِقال:ِسلاِعنِذلكِعلماءِآلِمُمدِصلىِاللهِعليهِواله.

So Alqama and Ubeyda stood up to himasws and they said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineenasws! So what 
shall we do with what we have been informed in this Parchment (Quran) about the 
companions of Muhammadsaww?’ Heasws said: ‘You should both ask about that, the 
scholarsasws of the Progeny of Muhammadsaww’. It is as if heasws meant himselfasws’’.27 

 

Imamsasws have the title of ‘Scholar’ 

ََِِ َُاسِمِِعَنِْأبَِيهِِعَنِْفُضَيْلٍِقَالَِ دِِبْنِِالْ ُُوبُِبْنُِيَزيِدَِعَنِِابْنِِفَضَّالٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّ ُُولُِبصائرِالدرجاتِيَ عْ ِأبَاَِجَعْفَرٍِ ِيَ  ُُ ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِنَ زَلَِمََ ِِِعْ إِنَّ
ِخَلَّ كَِانَِعَلِيٌِّ ِعَالَِِِهَذِهِِالْْمَُّةِ.آدَمَِعَلَىِحَالِهِِوَِليَْسَِيََْضِيِمِنَّاِعَالٌِِِإِلََّ مَنِْيَ عْلَمُِعِلْمَهُ ِفَهُِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Yaqoub Bin Yazeed, from Ibn Fazala, from Muhammad Bin Al Qasim, from his 
father, from Fuzeyl who said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’farasws saying: ‘The knowledge which descended with Adamas, is upon its 

state, and no ‘ٌِِِعَال’ scholar from usasws passes away except heasws leaves behind oneasws from 

hisasws family who knows hisasws knowledge. Aliasws was a scholar of this community’’.28 
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ِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ ِقاَلَ:ِبصائرِالدرجاتِابْنُِمَعْرُوفٍِ ِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْحَريِزٍِعَنِْزُرَارََ  ِآدَمَِلَِِْيُ رْفَْ ِوَِالْعِلْمُِِعَنِْحََّْادِ ِالَّذِيِلَِِْيَ زَلِْمََ  ِالْعِلْمَ إِنَّ
كَِانَِعَلِيٌِّ ِعَالَِِِهَذِهِِالْْمَُّةِِوَِإِنَّهُِلَنِْيَ هْلِكَِمِنَّاِعَالٌِِِ مِنِْأَهْلِهِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِمِثْلَِعِلْمِهِِأَوِْمَاِشَاءَِاللَّهُ.يُ تَوَارَثُِوَ ِخَلَّفَهُِ ِإِلََّ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ibn Marouf, from Hammad Bin Isa, from Hareyz, from Zurara,  

From Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘The knowledge which did not cease to be with Adamas, was 
not raised. The knowledge gets inherited, and Aliasws was a scholar of his community, and 

surely ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a scholar from usasws will never be destroyed (pass away) except heasws leaves 

behind oneasws from hisasws family who knows similar to hisasws knowledge, or whatever 
Allahazwj so Desires’’.29 

In another Hadith Imamasws asked: 

َُ الَِهُ  مِْعُلَمَ اءُِآلِِمَُُمَّ  دٍِعَلَيْ هِِالسَّ لامُِ :ِلَِيَ  اِابْ نَِرَسُ ولِِاللَّ  هِ.ِفَ  ُُ ُُلْ  أوَْجَ  بَِِالَّ  ذِينَِفَ  رََ ِاللَّ  هُِطَ اعَتَ هُمِْوَِ.ِوَتَ دْريِِمَ نِِالْعُلَمَ  اءُ؟ِفَ 
ِلَِقاَلَِيَ عْنِيِ ُُ بِلَِبِوُجُوهِِالنَّاسِِإِليَْهِِقُ لْ ُْ ُِّهَاِوَمَنِْفَ عَ لَِمَوَدَّتَ هُمِْثَُُِّقاَلَِوَتَدْريِِمَاِمَعْنَىِقَ وْلِهِِأوَِْليُِ  َْيْرِِحَ وَاللَّهِِبِذَلِكَِادِّعَاءَِالِمَامَةِِبِ

ِ .ذَلِكَِفَ هُوَفيِالنَّارِِ

Do you know who the scholars are?  I said:  ‘O son of the Prophet of Allahazwj! No.’ Imamasws 
said: ‘They are the scholars from the Household of Muhammadsaww whose obedience has 
been made incumbent (upon people) by Allahazwj and Allahazwj has made it obligatory upon 
the people to love them. (An extract)30   

 

The Reward and Respect for Teacher/Teaching: 

يلِِبْنِِصَالِحٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبِْ نِِمُسْلِمٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِمَُُمَّدُِبْنُِيَْيََى ِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِعَنِْجَِْ
ِالَّذِيِيُ عَلِّمُِالْعِلْمَِمِنْكُمِْلَهُِأَجْرٌِمِثْلُِأَجْرِِالْمُتَ عَِ كَِمَاِقاَلَِإِنَّ لِّمِِوَِلَهُِالْفَضْلُِعَلَيْهِِفَ تَ عَلَّمُواِالْعِلْمَِمِنِْحَْلََةِِالْعِلْمِِوَِعَلِّمُوهُِإِخْوَانَكُمْ

.  عَلَّمَكُمُوهُِالْعُلَمَاءُِ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al Hassan Bin Mahboub, from Jameel Bin Salih, 
from Muhammad Bin Muslim, from 

Abu Ja’farasws said: ‘The one from you who teaches the knowledge, for him would be a 
Recompense similar to the Recompense of the student, and for him would be the merit 
upon him (as being his teacher). Therefore learn the knowledge from the bearers of the 
knowledge, and teach it to your brethren just as the scholarsasws have taught it to you all’.31  

It does not mean that more learned ones among us should not respect, as a teacher, as we 
all have learned from our elders and peers and sometime even younger ones.  The respect 
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for the higher status is, as per Ahadith, more for those who narrate more Ahadith, e.g., 
Imamasws says: 

ِعَنِْعَِ ِأبَاَِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِمَُُمَّدُِبْنُِالَْْسَنِِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِزيِاَدٍِعَنِِابْنِِسِنَانٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِمَرْوَانَِالْعِجْلِيِّ ُُ عْ ََِ ِبْنِِحَنْظلََةَِقاَلَِ لِيِّ
ُُولُِاعْرفُِواِمَنَازلَِِالنَّاسِِعَلَىِقَدْرِِروَِايتَِهِمِْعَنَّاِ.  السلامِ(ِيَ 

Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ibn Sinan, from Muhammad Bin Marwan Al Ijaly, from Ali 
Bin Hanzala who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullahasws saying: ‘Recognise the statuses of the people upon a measurement 
of their reporting from usasws (Ourasws Ahadeeth)’.32  

ِأبَاَِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِِمَُُمَّدُِبْنُِيَْيََى ِالْعَطَّارُِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِ   ُُ عْ ََِ بْنِِمَُْبُوبٍِعَنِْمُعَاوِيةََِبْنِِوَهْبٍِقاَلَِ
ِالِْ ِتُ عَلِّمُونهَُ ِلِمَنْ ِتَ وَااَعُوا ِوَ ِالْوَقاَرِ ِوَ ِباِلْْلِْمِ ِمَعَهُ ِتَ زَي َّنُوا ِوَ ِالْعِلْمَ ِاطْلُبُوا ُُولُ ِيَ  ِمِِالسلامِ( ِلِمَنِْطلََبْتُمْ ِتَ وَااَعُوا ِوَ ِلََِعِلْمَ ِوَ ِالْعِلْمَ نْهُ

 تَكُونوُاِعُلَمَاءَِجَبَّاريِنَِفَ يَذْهَبَِباَطِلُكُمِْبَُِِِّكُمِْ.

Muhammad Bin Yahya Al Attar, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al Hassan Bin Mahboub, from 
Muawiya Bin Wahab who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullahasws saying: ‘Seek the knowledge and adorn (yourselves) along with it, 
with the forbearance, and the dignity, and the humbleness towards the ones whom you 
teach it to, and humbleness towards the one whom you sought the knowledge from, and do 
not become tyrannous scholars, as your falsehoods would remove your truth’.33   

 

Asking Questions ‘unlocks’ knowledge: 

ِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَّهِِبْنِِمَيْمُونٍِ ِبْنُِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِزيِاَدٍِعَنِْجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِالَْْشْعَريِِّ َُدَّاحِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِعَلِيُّ ِالْ
 ةُِ.قاَلَِقاَلَِإِنَِّهَذَاِالْعِلْمَِعَلَيْهِِقُ فْلٌِوَِمِفْتَاحُهُِالْمَسْألََِ

Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ja’far Bin Muhammad Al Ashary, from Abdullah Bin Maymoun Al 
Qaddah,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘This knowledge, there is a lock 
upon it and its key is the asking’.  

ِعَنِِالسَّكُوفِِِّعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِمِثْ لَهُِ.عَلِيُِِّ  بْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالن َّوْفلَِيِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfal, from Al Sakuny, from Abu Abdullahasws – similar to it.34 
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ِبْنُِإبِْ راَهِيمَِعَِ اللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِِنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِبْنِِعُبَ يْدٍِعَنِْيوُنُسَِبْنِِعَبْدِِالرَّحَْْنِِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِالَْْحْوَلِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِعَلِيُّ
َُّهُواِوَِيَ عْرفُِواِإِمَامَهُمِْوَِيَسَعُهُمِْأنَِْ ِيَسْألَُواِوَِيَ تَ فَ ُِيَّةًِ.ِقاَلَِلََِيَسَُ ِالنَّاسَِحَكَّ كَِانَِتَ ُُولُِوَِإِنْ  يأَْخُذُواِبماَِيَ 

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa Bin Ubeyd, from yunus Bin Abdul Rahman, from Abu Ja’far Al Ahowl, 
from, 

Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘The people have no leeway (for not asking), until they do ask, and 
understand, and recognise there Imamasws, and they do have the capacity that they should 
be taking with what heasws is saying, and even if it is under dissimulation’.35 

 

Hearts are Revived through Ahadith (Knowledge): 

ِرَفَ عَهُِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَّهِِ)ِصلىِاِمَُُمَّدُِبْنُِيَْيََى ِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِ للهِعليهِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَّهِِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِالَْْجَّالِِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَصْحَابهِِ
كَِمَاِيَِ ُُلُوبَِلَتََيِنُ ُُلُوبِِإِنَِّالْ ثوُاِفإَِنَِّالَْْدِيثَِجِلَاءٌِللِْ  ريِنُِالسَّيْفُِجِلَاؤُهَاِالَْْدِيثُِ.وآلهِ(ِتَذَاكَرُواِوَِتَلَاقَ وْاِوَِتَََدَّ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abdullah Bin Muhammad Al Hajjal, from one of his 
companions, raising it, said,  

‘Rasool-Allahsaww said: ‘Discuss and meet and narrate Hadeeth to each other, for the 
Hadeeth is a polishing for the hearts. The hearts tend to rust just as the swords rust. Polish 
these with the Hadeeth’.36  

 

Evil Scholars ‘  عُلَمَاءَ سَوْء’: 

ِعَنِْحَفْصِِبْنِِغِيَاثٍِ َُريِِّ َُاسِمِِعَنِِالْمِن ْ ِبْنُِإِبْ رَاهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالْ مُوهُِعَلَىِدِينِكُمِِْعَلِيُّ ِفإَِنَِِّعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِإِذَاِرأَيَْ تُمُِالْعَالَِِِمُُِبّاًِلِدُنْ يَاهُِفاَتََِّّ
ِلِشَيِْ ِِكُلَِّمُُِبٍّ  ءٍِيَُوطُِمَاِأَحَبَّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Qasim Bin Al Minqary, from Hafs Bin Giyas, from 

Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘Whenever you see the scholar in love for his world, so denounce him 
upon your Religion, for every lover of a thing would be encompassed by what he loves’.  

ِأُِوَِقاَلَِ)ِصلواتِاللهِعليهِ(ِأوَْحَىِاللَّهُِإِلَىِدَاوُدَِ)ِ نْ يَاِفَ يَصُدَّكَِعَنِْطَريِقِِمَُبََّتِيِفإَِنَّ نَكَِعَالِماًِمَفْتُوناًِباِلدُّ ولَِِكَِقُطَّاُ ِطَريِقِِعِبَادِيَِعليهِالسلامِ(ِلََِتََْعَلِْبَ يْنِيِوَِبَ ي ْ
 لُوبُِِمِْ.الْمُريِدِينَِإِنَِّأدَْنََِمَاِأنَاَِصَانٌِ ِبُِِمِْأَنِْأنَْزَِ ِحَلَاوََ ِمُنَاجَانهِعَنِْق ُِ

And heasws said: ‘Allahazwj Revealed unto Dawoodas: “Do not make a scholar to be between 
youas and Meazwj, the one who is tempted by the world, for he would block youas from the 
path of Myazwj Love, for they are the bandits of the road to Myazwj servants, the devotees. 
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The least of what Iazwj would Do with them is that Iazwj will Remove the sweetness of Myazwj 
Whisperings from their hearts’.37  

سْنَادِِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِعِيسَىِابْنُِمَرْيَََِعَِ كَِيْفَِتَ لَظَّىِعَلَيْهِمُِالنَّارُِ.وَِبُِذََاِالِْ  لَىِنبَِي ِّنَاِوَِآلِهِِوَِعَلَيْهِِالسَّلَامُِوَيْلٌِللِْعُلَمَاءِِالسَّوْءِ

And by this chain, said,  

‘Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘Isaas Bin Maryamas, may peace be upon our Prophetas, said: ‘Woe be 
unto the evil scholars, how the Fire would be engulfing them!’’.38  

ِعَنِْحَفْصِِبْنِِغِياَثٍِعَنِْأَبِِ َُريِِّ َُاسِمِِبْنِِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِِالْمِن ْ ِبْنُِإِبْ راَهِيمَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالْ ِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِقاَلَِقاَلَِعِيسَىِابْنُِمَرْيَََِ)ِصلواتِاللهِعليهِ(ِعَلِيُّ
َْيْرِِعَمَلٍِوَِلََِتَ عْمَلُونَِلِلْْخِرَِ ِوَِأنَْ تُمِْلََِتُ رْزقَُِ نْ يَاِوَِأنَْ تُمِْتُ رْزقَُونَِفِيهَاِبِ ِباِلْعَمَلِِوَيْ لَكُمِْعُلَمَاءَِسَوْءٍِالَْْجْرَِتأَْخُذُونَِوَِالْعَمَلَِتُضَي ِّعُونَِتَ عْمَلُونَِللِدُّ  ونَِفِيهَاِإِلََّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Qasim Bin Muhammad, from Al Minqary, from Hafs Bin Giyas, from 

Abu Abdullahasws says that Isaas Bin Maryamas said: ‘You are working for the world although 
you are being Graced therein without (having to perform) a deed, and you are not working 
for the Hereafter although you will not be Graced therein except with (the performance of) 
the deeds. Woe be unto you evil scholars! You are taking the recompense and wasting the 
deeds? 

كَِيِْ َُبْرِ نْ يَاِإِلَىِظلُْمَةِِالْ بَلَِعَمَلُهُِوَِيوُشِكُِأَنِْيَُْرَجُواِمِنِْاِيقِِالدُّ ُْ ِالْعَمَلِِأَنِْيُ  بِلٌِعَلَىِدُنْ يَاهُِيوُشِكُِرَبُّ ُْ فَِيَكُونُِمِنِْأَهْلِِالْعِلْمِِمَنِْهُوَِفيِمَسِيرهِِِإِلَىِآخِرَتهِِِوَِهُوَِمُ
ِ فَعُهُِ.وَِمَاِيَضُرُّهُِأَحَبُّ  إلِيَْهِِمَِّاِيَ ن ْ

He is on the verge. Perhaps Heazwj would Accept his deed, and he is on the verge of exiting 
from the narrowness of the world to the darkness of the grave. How can one be of the 
learned who is on his way to the next life while he is holding to the world and what is 
harmful to him is more beloved to him than what is beneficial to him?’39  

كِلامِعيسىِعليهِالسلامِتعملونِللدنياِوأنتمِترزقونِفيهاِبْيرِعمل،ِولَِتعملونِللْخر ِوأنتمِلَِترزقونِفيهاِإلَِِ-66ِ ومن
 والعملِتضيعونِ!، لْجرِتأخذونبالعمل،ِويلكمِعلماءِالسوءِ!ِا

And from the speeches of Isaas: - You are learning for the world and you would be graced in 
it without having to do a deed, and you are not learning for the Hereafter and you will not 
be Graced therein except with the deed. Woe be unto you, O evil scholars! You are taking 
the recompense (in the world), and you are wasting the deeds!  

كِماِ يوشكِربِالعملِأنِيطلبِعمله،ِوتوشكونِأنِتخرجواِمنِالدنياِالعريضةِإلىِظلمةِالُبرِوايُه،ِاللهِداكمِعنِالخطايا
كِيفِيكونِمنِ  أهلِالعلمِمنِسخطِرزقه،ِواحتُرِمنزلته،ِوقدِعلمِأنِذلكِمنِعلمِاللهِوقدرتهِ؟أمركمِبالصيامِوالصلا ،

Very soon the Lordazwj of the deed will seek Hisazwj deed, and very soon you will be going out 
from the wide world to the darkness of the grave and its narrowness. Allahazwj Forbade you 
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from the sins just as Ias am instruction you with the Fasting and the Salat. How can he be 
from the people of knowledge, on who is angry of his sustenance, and the despicability of 
his house, and he knows that, that is from the Knowledge of Allahazwj and Hisazwj Pre-
determination? 

كِيفِيكونِمنِأهلِالعلمِمنِدنياهِعندهِآثرِ وكيفِيكونِمنِأهلِالعلمِمنِاتَّمِاللهِفيماِقضىِلهِفليسِيراىِشيِاِأصابهِ؟
كِيفِيكونِمنِأهلِالعلمِمنِيطلبِالكلامِليخبرِبهِولَِ ِينفعهِ؟ منِآخرتهِوهوِمُبلِعلىِدنياه،ِوماِيضرهِأحبِإليهِمِا

 يطلبِليعملِبهِ؟.

And how can he happen to be from the people of knowledge, one who accuses Allahazwj 
regarding what Heazwj has Decided for him, so he isn’t pleased with anything hitting him?’ 
How can he be from the people of knowledge, one whose world is more preferable in his 
presence than his Hereafter, and he is facing towards his world, and whatever harms him is 
more beloved to him that what benefits him? How can he be from the people of knowledge, 
one who seeks the speech to inform with it and does not see to act with it?’’.40  

كِِ-67ِ لامهِعليهِالسلامِويلِللعلماءِالسوءِتصلىِعليهمِالنار.ِثُِقال:ِاشتدتِمؤونةِالدنياِومؤونةِالْخر :ِأماِمؤونةِومن
 الدنياِفإنكِلَِتمدِيدكِإلىِشئِمنهاِإلَِفاجرِقدِسبُكِإليه،ِوأماِمؤونةِالْخر ِفإنكِلَِتَدِأعواناِيعينونكِعليها.

And from hisas speeches: ‘Woe be unto the evil scholars! The Fire would overcome upon 
them’. Then heas said: ‘The provisions of the world are more difficult than the provisions of 
the Hereafter. As for the provisions of the world, so you will not extend your hand towards 
anything from it except an immoral one would be preceded you to it; and as for the 
provisions of the Hereafter, so you will not find assistants assisting you upon it’’.41 

سن:ِأبِ،ِعنِفضالة،ِعنِأبانِبنِعثمان،ِعنِالفضلِبنِعبدِالملك،ِعنِأبِِعبدِاللهِعليهِالسلامِقال:ِإنِأباِجعفرِعليهِ
لسلامِسِلِعنِمسألةِفأجابِفيها،ِفُالِالرجل:ِإنِالفُهاءِلَِيُولونِهذا،ِفُالِلهِأبِ:ِويكِإنِالفُيه:ِالزاهدِفيِالدنيا،ِا

 الراغبِفيِالْخر ،ِالمتمسكِبسنةِالنبِِصلىِاللهِعليهِواله.

My father, from Fazalat, from Aban Bin Usman, from Al Fazal Bin Abdul Malik,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws having said: ‘Abu Ja’farasws was asked about an issue so heasws 
answered regarding it. The man said, ‘(But) the scholars are not saying this!’ So myasws 
fatherasws said to him: ‘Woe be unto you! The understanding one is the one ascetic in the 
world, the desirous regarding the Hereafter, the one attached with the Sunnah of the 
Prophetsaww’’.42 
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Place of the scholars (In Holy Quran): 

دِِبْنِِعَبْدِِالْْبََّارِِعَنِْصَفْوَانَِبْنِِيَْيََى ِعَنِْحُْْرَانَِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَّ ِالَْْشْعَريُِّ ِوَِِأبَوُِعَلِيٍّ َُرْنَ يْنِ ِلَِْبِِجَعْفَرٍِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِمَاِمَوْاُِ ِالْعُلَمَاءِِقاَلَِمِثْلُِذِيِالْ ُُ ِقاَلَِقُ لْ بْنِِأَعْيَنَ
 صَاحِبِِسُليَْمَانَِوَِصَاحِبِِمُوسَىِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِ.

Abu Ali Al Ashary, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Safwan Bin Yahya, from Humran Bin Ayn who said,  

‘I said to Abu Ja’farasws, ‘What is the place of the scholarsasws?’ Heasws said: ‘Similar to Zil 
Qarnayn, and companion of Suleymanas and companion of Musaas’.43  

 

Imamasws is a Scholar as well as the Muhadith (Ahadith 
transmitter): 

دِِبِْ ُُوبَِبْنِِيزَيِدَِعَنِْمَُُمَّ دِِبْنِِالَْْسَنِِعَنِْيَ عْ دُِبْنُِيَْيََى ِعَنِْمَُُمَّ دٍِوَِمَُُمَّ ةُِعُلَمَاءُِصَادِقُونَِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِمَُُمَّ ُُولُِالْْئَِمَّ ِأبَاَِالَْْسَنِِ)ِعليهِالسلامِ(ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ اَعِيلَِقاَلَِ َْ نِِإِ
ثوُنَِ  .ِمُفَهَّمُونَِمَُُدَّ

Ahmad Bin Muhammad and Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from Yaqoub Bin Yazeed, 
from Muhammad Bin Ismail who said,  

‘I heard Abu Al-Hassanasws saying: ‘The Imamasws are scholars, truthful, understanding, 
Muhaddisoun (whom the Angels discuss with)’.44 

 

Who Should one Consult for Newly Emerging Issues? 

Imam-e-Zamanajfj has told his representative in a letter, as quoted by al-Tabarsi, in his book 
Al-Ihtijaj al-Tabarsi: 

ُُوبَِعَن ِمَُُمَّدَِبْنَِعُثْمَانَِالْعَمْريَِِّإِِ مَُُمَّدِِبْنِِمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِعِصَامٍِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِيَ عْ ُُ ُُوبَِقاَلَِسَألَْ كِتِاَباًِقَدِْ سْحَاَ ِبْنِِيَ عْ أنَِْيوُصِلَِلِ
ِعَلَيَِّ ُْ ِفِيهِِعَنِْمَسَائلَِِأَشْكَلَ ُُ َُِ سَألَْ ِمَوْلََناَِصَاحِبِِالزَّمَانِِ ِأمََّاِمَاِسَألَْ اللَّهُِوَِثَ بَّتَكَِإِلَىِأنَِِْعَنْهُِأرَْشَدَكَِ فَ وَرَدَِالت َّوْقِيُ ِبَِِطِّ

جَّتِيِعَلَيْكُمِْ الْوَاقِعَةُِفاَرْجِعُواِفِيهَاِإِلَىِرُوَاِ ِحَدِيثِنَاِفإَِن َّهُمِْ وَِأمََّاِالَْْوَادِثُِقاَلَِ  وَِأنَاَِحُجَّةُِاللَّه ُُ

Mohammed ibn Mohammed ibn Asim, from Mohammed ibn Yaqoob, who from Ishaq ibn Yaqoob who said: 

Tradition from Imam Al-Mahdiasws in a reply to Ishaq ibn Ya’qub: ‘As far as newly occurring 
circumstances are concerned, you should refer to the narrators of our Ahadith, for they are 
my proof over you and Iasws am Allahazwj’s Proof.’45  
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Finally, Some additional Ahadith are cited in Appendix III, where ‘Al-Alim’ and ‘Alim’ as well 
as other derivations of the word ‘Alim’ are used for Masomeenasws. 
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Appendix I: Ninety-Nine Names of Allahazwj: 

ِالُطان،ِعنِابنِحبيب،ِعنِِ-1ِ ابنِبُلول،ِعنِأبيه،ِعنِأبِِالْسنِالعبدي،ِعنِسليمانِبنِيد:ِالُطان،ِعنِابنِزكريا
مهران،ِِعنِالصاد ِجعفرِبنِمُمد،ِعنِأبيهِمُمدِبنِعلي،ِعنِأبيهِعليِبنِالْسين،ِعنِأبيهِالْسينِبنِعليِعنِأبيهِعليِ

عينِاَا،ِمائةِإلَِواحد ِمنِبنِأبِِطالبِعليهمِالسلامِقال:ِقالِرسولِاللهِصلىِاللهِعليهِواله:ِإنِللهِتباركِوتعالىِتسعةِوتس
 أحصاهاِدخلِالْنة،ِوهي:

Al Qatan, from Ibn Zakariyya Al Qatan, from Ibn Habeeb, from Ibn Bahloul, from his father, from Abu Al Hassan 
Al Abdy, from Suleyman Bin Mihran,  

‘From Al-Sadiq Ja’farasws Bin Muhammadasws, from hisasws father Muhammadasws Bin Aliasws, 
from hisasws fatherasws Ali Bin Al-Husaynasws, from hisasws father Al-Husaynasws Bin Aliasws, from 
hisasws father Aliasws Bin Abu Talibasws having said: ‘Rasool-Allahsaww said: For Allahazwj Blessed 
and Exalted there are ninety nine Names, one hundred less one. One who counts (learns) 
these would enter the Paradise, and these are: - 

ِالبارئ،ِ ِالبدي ، ِالباقي، ِالَعلى، ِالعلي، ِالُاهر، ِالُدير، ِالبصير، ِالسمي  ِالْخر، ِالَول، ِالصمد، ِالَحد، ِالواحد، ِالَله، الله،
ي،ِالْكيم،ِالعليم،ِالْليم،ِالْفيظ،ِالْق،ِالْسيب،ِالْميد،ِالْفي،ِالرب،ِالرحْن،ِالرحيم،ِالذارئ،ِالَكرم،ِالظاهر،ِالباطن،ِالْ

ِالصان ،ِ ِالصاد ، ِالسبوحِالشهيد، ِالسيد، ِالمتكبر، ِالْبار، ِالعزيز، ِالمهيمن، ِالمؤمن، ِالسلام، ِالرائي، ِالرؤوف، ِالرقيب، الراز ،
ث،ِالفاطر،ِالفرد،ِالفتاح،ِالفالق،ِالُديَ،ِالملك،ِالُدوس،ِالُوي،ِالُريب،ِالُيوم،ِالطاهر،ِالعدل،ِالعفو،ِالْفور،ِالْني،ِالْيا

كِاشفِالضر،ِ الُابض،ِالباسط،ِقاايِالْاجات،ِالمجيد،ِالمولى،ِالمنان،ِالمحيط،ِالمبين،ِالمُيُ،ِالمصور، الكريَ،ِالكبير،ِالكافي،
ِا ِالهادي، ِالودود، ِالواس ، ِالناصر، ِالوهاب، ِالنور، ِالخبير،ِالوتر، ِالْواد، ِالْليل، ِالتواب، ِالباعث، ِالبر، ِالوارث، ِالوكيل، لوفي،

 الخالق،ِخيرِالناصرين،ِالديان،ِالشكور،ِالعظيم،ِاللطيف،ِالشافي.ِ

 الْول The Absolute ; (5) – الصمد The Unique ; (4) – الْحد The One ; (3) – الواحد The God ; (2) – الله (1) 
– The First ; (6) الْخر – The Last ; (7)  السمي – The All Hearing ; (8) البصير – The All Seeing ; (9) الُدير – 

The Powerful ; (10) الُاهر – The Omnipotent ; 

 The – البدي  The Everlasting ; (14) – الباقي The High ; (13) – الْعلى The Sublime ; (12) – العلي (11)

Incomparable ; (15) البارئ – The Evolver ; (16) الْكرم – The Most Generous ; (17) الظاهر – The 

Manifest ; (18) الباطن – The Hidden ; (19) الْي – The Living ; (20) الْكيم – The Wise ; 

 The – الْق The Preserver ; (24) – الْفيظ The Forbearing ; (23) – الْليم The Knowing ; (22) – العليم (21)

Truth ; (25) الْسيب – The Reckoner ; (26) الْميد – The Praiseworthy ; (27) الْفي – The Subtle ; (28) 

 ; The Merciful – الرحيم The Beneficent ; (30) – الرحْن The Lord ; (29) – الرب

قيبالرِ The Sustainer ; (33) – الراز  Sower ; (32) – الذارئ (31)  – The Watchful ; (34) الرؤوف – The 

Affectionate ; (35) البار – The Observer ; (36) السلام – The Source of Peace ; (37) المؤمن – The 

Provider of Security ; (38) المهيمن – The Dominant ; (39) العزيز – The Mighty ; (40) الْبار – The 

Subduer ; 
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 The Glorified ; (44) – السبوح The Chief ; (43) – السيد The Possessor of Greatness ; (42) – المتكبر (41)

 ; The Pure – الطاهر The Maker ; (47) – الصان  The Truthful ; (46) – الصاد  The Witness ; (45) – الشهيد

رالْفوِ The Excuser ; (50) – العفو The Just ; (49) – العدل (48)  – The Forgiver ; 

 The – الفرد The Originator ; (54) – الفاطر The Aider ; (53) – الْياث The Needless ; (52) – الْني (51)

Alone ; (55) الفتاح – The Initiator ; (56) الفالق  - The Splitter ; (57) َالُدي – The Eternal-; (58) الملك – 

The King ; (59) الُدوس – The Holy ; (60) الُوي – The Strong ; 

 The – الباسط The Seizer ; (64) – الُابض The Self-subsistent ; (63) – الُيوم The Near ; (62) – الُريب (61)

Extender ; (65) قاايِالْاجات – The Fulfiller of Needs ; (66) المجيد – The Glorious ; (67) المولى – The 

Guardian ; (68) المنان – The Benefactor ; (69) المحيط – The Encompasser ; (70) المبين  – The 

Manifested ; 

 The – الكبير The Honourable ; (74) – الكريَ The Designer ; (73) – المصور The Feeder ; (72) – المُيُ (71)

Great ; (75) الكافي – The Sufficient ; (76) كاشفِالضر – Remover of the Harm ; (77) الوتر – The 

Singular ; (78) النور – The Light ; (79) الوهاب – The Bestower ; (80) الناصر – The Helper ; 

 The – الوفي The Guide ; (84) -  الهادي The Cordial; (83) – الودود The Ample-giving ; (82) – الواس  (81)

Loyal-; (85) الوكيل – The Custodian ; (86) الوارث – The Inheritor ; (87) البر – The Righteous ; (88) 

 ; The Majestic – الْليل The Oft-returning (in Mercy) ; (90) – التواب The Resurrector ; (89) – الباعث

خيرِ The Creator ; (94) – الخالق The Fully Informed ; (93) – الخبير The Generous ; (92) – الْواد (91)
 – العظيم The Thankful ; (97) – الشكور The Judge ; (96) – الديان The Best of the Helpers ; (95) – الناصرين

The Magnificent ; (98) اللطيف – The Kind ; (99) الشافي – The Healer’’.46 

السلامِعنِأَاءِاللهِعزِذكرهِواشتُاقهاِفُلُ:ِ"ِاللهِ"ِمِاِهوِج:ِعنِهشامِبنِالْكمِقال:ِسألُِأباِعبدِاللهِعليهِِ-2ِ
كِفرِولِِ مشتقِ؟ِقال:ِياِهشامِ"ِاللهِ"ِمشتقِمنِإله،ِوإلهِيُتضيِمألوها،ِوالَسمِغيرِالمسمىِفمنِعبدِالَسمِدونِالمعنىِفُد

 أفهمُِياِهشامِ؟ِ ذلكِالتوحيد،يعبدِشيِا،ِومنِعبدِالَسمِوالمعنىِفُدكِفرِوعبدِاثنين،ِومنِعبدِالمعنيِدونِالَسمِف

From Hisham Bin Al Hakam who said,  

‘I asked Abu Abdullahasws about the Names of Allahazwj and their derivatives of Allahazwj from 
what Heazwj is derived. So heasws said: ‘O Hisham! ‘Allah’ is derived from ‘God’, and God 
requires its worshipper, and the name is other than the Named. So the one who worships 
the Name besides the Meaning, so he has blasphemed and has not worshipped anything; 
and the one who worships the Name and the Meaning, so he has associated (committed 
Shirk) and worship two; and the one who worships the Meaning besides the Name, so that 
is the Tawheed. Do you understand, O Hisham?’ 
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كِلِاسمِمنهاِإلها،ِولكنِاللهِ كِانِالَسمِهوِالمسمىِلكان قال:ِفُلُِزدفِفُال:ِ"ِإنِاللهِتباركِوتعالىِتسعةِوتسعينِاَاِفلو
هِبُذهِالََاءِوكلهاِغيره،ِياِهشامِالخبزِاسمِللمأكول،ِوالماءِاسمِللمشروب،ِوالثوبِاسمِللملبوسِوالنارِاسمِمعنىِيدلِعلي

 للمحر ِأفهمُِياِهشامِفهماِتدف ِبهِوتفاالِأعداءناِوالمتخذينِم ِاللهِعزوجلِغيرهِ؟ِقلُ:ِنعم.ِ

He (Hisham) said, ‘I said, ‘Increase for me’. Heasws said: ‘For Allahazwj there are ninety nine 
Names. So if it was such that the Name was the Named, then it would be so that every 
Name from these would be a God. But, Allahazwj is the Meaning, these Names indicate upon, 
and all of these are other than Himazwj. O Hisham! The bread is a name of the food, and the 
water is a name of the drink, and the cloth is a name of the garment, and the fire is a name 
of the incinerator. Do you understand, O Hisham? (It is) an understanding you can repulse 
and fight ourasws enemies with and the ones who taking others along with Allahazwj Majestic 
and Mighty’.  I said, ‘Yes’.  

 قال:ِفُال:ِنفعكِاللهِبهِوثبتك.ِ

He (Hisham) said, ‘So heasws said: ‘May Allahazwj Benefit you with it and Affirm you, O 
Hisham!’ 

 .ِعلمِالتوحيدِحكِقمُِمُاميِهذاقالِهشام:ِفوِاللهِماِقهرفِأحدِفي

Hisham said, ‘So, by Allahazwj! No one was able to subdue me regarding the Tawheed 
(Oneness) until I rose to this status of mine’’.47 
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Appendix II: Additional Hadith on ‘Alim’: 

دُِبْنُِيَْيََى ِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِمَُُِ دِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِِالنَّضْرِِبْنِِسُوَيْدٍِعَنِْيَْيََى ِالْْلََبِِِّعَنِْبُ ريَْدِِبْنِِمُعَامَُُمَّ دِِبْنِِعِيسَىِعَنِْمَُُمَّ ِلَِْبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِمَّ ُُ دِِبْنِِمُسْلِمٍِقاَلَِقُ لْ وِيةََِعَنِْمَُُمَّ
نَاِف َِ ُْ َْنَاِشَكْوَاكَِوَِأَشْفَ كَِانَِعَالِماًِوَِالْعِلْمُِيُ تَ وَارَثُِفَلَاِيَ هْلِكُِعَالٌِِِ ِأَصْلَحَكَِاللَّهُِبَ لَ ِعَلِيّاًِ  ُِيَِمِنِْبَ عْدِهِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِمِثْلَِعِلْمِهِِلَوِْأَعْلَمْتَ نَاِأَوِْعَلَّمْتَ نَاِمَنِْقاَلَِإِنَّ ِبَ ِإِلََّ

ِأَِفَ يَسَُ ِالنَّاسَِإِذَاِمَاتَِالْعَالُِِِ ُُ رُهَاأوَِْمَاِشَاءَِاللَّهُِقُ لْ َُالَِأمََّاِأَهْلُِهَذِهِِالْبَ لْدَِ ِفَلَاِيَ عْنِيِالْمَدِينَةَِوَِأمََّاِغَي ْ ِيَ عْرفُِواِالَّذِيِبَ عْدَهُِفَ  ِاللَّهَِِِأَلََّ َُدْرِِمَسِيرهِِمِْإِنَّ مِنَِالْبُ لْدَانِِفبَِ
كَِافَّةًِفَ لَوِْلَِنَ فَرَِمِِ كِانَِالْمُؤْمِنُونَِليَِ نْفِرُوا ُُولُِوَِما ينِِوَِليُِ نْذِرُواِقَ وْمَهُمِْإِذاِرَجَعُواِإلِيَْهِمِْلَعَلَّهُِيَ  َُّهُواِفيِالدِّ كُِلِِّفِرْقَةٍِمِن ْهُمِْطائفَِةٌِليَِتَ فَ ِمَنِْنْ َُ ِأَِرأَيَْ ُُ مِْيَْذَرُونَِقاَلَِقُ لْ

َُالَِهُوَِبمنَْزلَِةِِمَنِْخَرجََِمِنِْبَ يْتِهِِمُهَاجِراًِإِلَىِ ِمَاتَِفيِذَلِكَِفَ  ِفإَِذَاِقَدِمُواِبأَِيِّ ُُ َُدِْوَقََ ِأَجْرهُُِعَلَىِاللَّهِِقاَلَِقُ لْ ءٍِيَ عْرفُِونَِصَاحِبَ هُمِِْشَيِِْاللَّهِِوَِرَسُولِهِِثَُِّيدُْركُِهُِالْمَوْتُِفَ 
 قاَلَِيُ عْطَىِالسَّكِينَةَِوَِالْوَقاَرَِوَِالْهيَْبَةَِ

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Muhammad ibn Khalid from 
Nadr ibn Suwayd from Yahya al-Halabi from Burayd ibn Mu’awiya who from Muhammad ibn Muslim who has 
said the following:  

‘Once I said to Abu Abdullahasws ‘May Allahazwj grant you good health, we heard that youasws 
were not feeling well and it caused us great anxiety. Would that youasws had informed or 
taught us about who would be the succeeding Imamasws.  

 ‘The Imamasws said, ‘Aliasws was ‘ُِعَالِماًِوَِالْعِلْمُِيُ تَ وَارَث’ the scholar and hisasws knowledge is inherited. 

No scholarasws dies except that heasws leaves behind a scholarasws whose knowledge is of the 
same level or whatever Allah Wills.’ 

I then asked, ‘Will people be excused for not recognising the succeeding Imamasws after the 
death of the preceding Imamasws?’ The Imamasws then said, ‘The people of this area (Madina) 
will not be excused. People of other areas will be dealt with according to their abilities. 
Allahazwj has Said: And the believers should not all go out to fight. Of every troop of them, a 
party only should go forth, that they (who are left behind) may gain sound knowledge in 
religion, and that they may warn their folk when they return to them, so that they may 
beware (9: 122),  

 ‘I (the narrator) then asked the Imamasws, ‘What if certain ones of them would die before 
completing their education and search (of the religion)?’ The Imam replied: ‘Such people 
will be of the ones mentioned in the words of Allah herein below. " ... And one who dies, 
after having abandoned his home to get near to Allah and His Messenger, will receive his 
reward from Allah .... ", (4: 100)  

I then asked the Imamasws, ‘If people come to the Imamasws then by what means can they 
recognise himasws?’ Heasws said, ‘The Imamasws is granted Calm, Dignity and an Impressive 
Personality.’48 
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Appendix III:  Further Ahadith examples for ‘  عَالِم’ and ‘ َالْعِلْم’  

َُاسِمِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالْفُضَيِْ ِبْنِِالرَّبيِِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَّدِِبْنِِالْ ِالْعِلْمَِقاَلَِيَِِلِِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ ِقاَلَ:بصائرِالدرجاتِبَ عْضُِأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِِالسِّنْدِيِّ اِفُضَيْلُِإِنَّ
ِالْعِلْمَِليَتَُوَارَثُِإِنَّهُِلَنِْيَ هْلِكَِ يُ رْفَْ ِوَِإِنَّ مِنِْأَهْلِهِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِعِلْمَهُِوَِالْعِلْمُِيُ تَوَارَثُِِِالَّذِيِهَبَطَِمََ ِآدَمَِلَِِْ ِخَلَّفَهُِ ِإِلََّ ِ.ِمِنِْعَالٍِِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – One of our companions, from Al Sindy Bin Al Rabie, from Muhammad Bin Al 
Qasim, from his father, from Al Fuzeyl,  

From Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘O Fuzeyl! The knowledge which descended with Adamas 

was not raised, and that knowledge tends to be inherited. No ‘ٌِِِعَال’ scholarasws is destroyed 

(passes away) except heasws leaves behind oneasws from hisasws family oneasws who knows 
hisasws knowledge, and the knowledge is inherited’’.49 

ُُولُِِبصائرِالدرجاتِإِبْ رَاهِيمُِبْنُِهَاشِمٍِعَنِْيَْيََى ِبْنِِأَبِِعِمْرَانَِعَنِْ ِأبَاَِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ ِْيرَِ ِقَالَِ ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِنَ زَلَِِِيوُنُسَِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِبْنِِالْمُ إِنَّ
َْيْرِِعَالٍِِِ َُىِبِ ِالَْْرَْ ِلََِتَ بْ ِوَِقَدِْوَرَّثَِعِلْمَهُِإِنَّ يُ رْفَْ ِوَِمَاِمَاتَِعَالٌِِِإِلََّ ِ.ِمََ ِآدَمَِلَِِْ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ibrahim Bin Hashim, from Yahya Bin Abu Imran, from Yunus, from Al Haris 
Bin Al Mugheira who said,  

‘The knowledge which descended with Adamas was not raised, and no scholarasws passes 

away except and hisasws knowledge gets inherited. The earth cannot remain without a ‘ٌِِِعَال’ 
scholarasws’’.50 

ِعَنِْحََّْادِِبْنِِعُثْمَانَِعَنِْفُضَيْلٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ  ِعَنِِالْبَزَنْطِيِّ دُِبْنُِالُْْسَيْنِ ِ ِسُنَّةُِألَْفِِنَبٍِِِِّقَالَ:ِبصائرِالدرجاتِمَُُمَّ ِفيِعَلِيٍّ ُْ  كَانَ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Muhammad Bin Al Husayn, from Al Bazanty, form Hammad Bin Usman, from 
Fuzeyl,  

‘From Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘In Aliasws there were Sunnahs of a thousand Prophetsas’.  

ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِنَ زَلَِمََ ِآدَمَِلَِِْيُ رْفَْ ِ َْيْرِِعَالٍِِِوَِقاَلَِإِنَّ َُىِبِ ِالْعِلْمَِليَتَُوَارَثُِإِنَِّالَْْرَْ ِلََِتَ بْ ِ.ِوَِمَاِمَاتَِعَالٌِِِفَذَهَبَِعِلْمُهُِوَِإِنَّ

And heasws said: ‘The knowledge which descended with Adamas was not raised, and no ‘ٌِِِعَال’ 
scholarasws passes away and hisasws knowledge goes away, and that the knowledge gets 

inherited. The earth cannot remain without ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a scholarasws’’.51 

ِعَنِِالنَّضْرِِعَنِْيَْيََى ِالْْلََبِِِّعَنِْعَبْدِِالَْْمِيدِِالطَّ ِعَنِْمَُُمَِّبصائرِالدرجاتِأَحَْْدُِبْنُِمَُُمَّدٍِعَنِِالْبَرقِْيِّ ِالْعِلْمَِِِدِِبْنِِمُسْلِمٍِقَالَِقاَلَِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِ ائِيِّ إِنَّ
ِتَ رَكَِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِمِثْلَِعِلْمِهِِأَوِْمَاِشَاءَِاللَّهُِ ِ.ِيُ تَوَارَثُِوَِلََِيََوُتُِعَالٌِِِإِلََّ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al Barqy, from Al Nazar, from Yahya Al Halby, 
from Abdul Hameed Al Taie, from Muhammad Bin Muslim who said,  
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‘Abu Ja’farasws said: ‘The knowledge is inherited, and no ‘ٌِِِعَال’ scholarasws passes away except 

heasws leaves behind oneasws who knows similar to hisasws knowledge, or whatever Allahazwj so 
Desires’’.52 

دِِبْنِِمُسِْ ِعَنِِالْعَلَاءِِعَنِْمَُُمَّ دِِبْنِِسَالٍِِ ِ ِعَالَِِِِِلِمٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ ِقاَلَ:بصائرِالدرجاتِعَبْدُِاللَّهِِبْنُِمُوسَىِعَنِِالخَْشَّابِِعَنِْمَُُمَّ كَانَِعَلِيٌّ
ِيُ ؤْتَىِمِنِْأَهْلِهِِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِمِثْلَِعِلْمِهِِهَذِهِِالْْمَُّةِِوَِالْعِلْمُِيُ تَوَارَثُِ ِ.ِوَِليَْسَِيَ هْلِكُِهَالِكٌِمِنْهُمِْحَكَّ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Abdullah Bin Musa, from Al Khashab, from Muhammad Bin Salim, from Al 
A’ala, from Muhammad Bin Muslim,  

‘From Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘Aliasws was a ‘َِِِعَال’ (scholar) of this community, and the 

knowledge is inherited, and a dying one does not die from themasws until heasws gives oneasws 
from hisasws family, similar to hisasws knowledge’’.53 

ِْيرَِ ِعَنِْأَبِِإكمالِالدينِأَبِِوَِابْنُِالْوَلِِ طِينِيِِّعَنِْيوُنُسَِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِبْنِِالْمُ ُْ ِمَعاًِعَنِِالْيَ عَنِْسَعْدٍِوَِالِْْمْيَرِيِّ ُُولُِيدِِمَعاًِ عْتُهُِيَ  ََِ ِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِقاَلَِ
الَْْرْ َِ ِيَْتَاجُِالنَّاسُِإِليَْهِِوَِلََِيَِْ ِلَِِْيَ تَْكُِِاللَّهُِ َْيْرِِعَالٍِِ  تَاجُِإِلَيْهِمِْيَ عْلَمُِالَْْلَالَِوَِالَْْرَامَِبِ

(The book) ‘Ikmal Al Deen’ – My father and Ibn Al Waleed, both together from Sa’ad and Al Himeyri, both 
together from Al Yaqteeny, from Yunus, from Al Haris Bin Al Mugheira,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws. He (the narrator) said, ‘I heard himasws saying: ‘Allahazwj does not 

Leave the earth without a ‘َِِِعَال’ scholarasws, the people are needy to himasws and heasws is not 

needy to them, with knowledge of the Permissible(s) and the Prohibitions’.  

ِ ُُ ِجُعِلْ ُُ ِبْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِصَلَوَاتُِاللَّهِِقُ لْ ِ.ِعَلَيْهِِفِدَاكَِبماَِذَاِيَ عْلَمُِقاَلَِبموَُارثَتَِهِِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَّهِِصِوَِمِنِْعَلِيِّ

I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for youasws! That knowledge is due to what?’ Heasws said: ‘By an 
inheritance from Rasool-Allahsaww, and from Aliasws Bin Abu Talibasws’’.54 

ُُولُِ عْتُهُِيَ  ََِ ِْيرَِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِقاَلَِ سْنَادِِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِبْنِِالْمُ ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِأنُْزلَِِمََ ِآدَمَِلَِِْيُ رْفَْ ِوَِمَاِمَاتَِمِنَّاِعَالٌِِِِِإكمالِالدينِبُِذََاِالِْ إِنَّ
َْيْرِِعَالٍِِِإِِ َُىِبِ ِالَْْرَْ ِلََِتَ بْ ِوَرِثَِعِلْمَهُِإِنَّ ِ.ِلََّ

(The book) ‘Ikmal Al Deen’ – By this chain from Al Haris Bin Al Mugheira,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws, the (the narrator) said, ‘I heard himasws saying: ‘The knowledge 

which descended with Adamas was not raised, and no ‘َِِِعَال’ scholarasws from usasws passes 

away except and hisasws knowledge is inherited. The earth cannot remain without a ‘َِِِعَال’ 
scholarasws’’.55 
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ِأَخْبرْفِِعَنِْعِلْمِِعَالِمِكُمِْقَالَِوِرَاثةٌَِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَّهِِِنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِقاَلَ:بصائرِالدرجاتِأيَُّوبُِبْنُِنوُحٍِعَنِْصَفْوَانَِبْنِِيَْيََى ِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِعَِ ُُ قُ لْ
ِبْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِ   صِوَِمِنِْعَلِيِّ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ayoub Bin Nuh, from Safwan Bin Yahya, from Al Haris,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws, he (the narrator) said, ‘Inform me about the knowledge of yourasws 

 scholarsasws’. Heasws said: ‘An inheritance from Rasool-Allahsaww and from Aliasws Bin ’عَالِمِكُمِْ‘

Abu Talibasws’.  

ذَفُِفيِقُ لُوبُِِِ ُْ يُ  ِإِنَّاِنَ تَحَدَّثُِأنََّهُِ ُُ ِفيِآذَادِِمِْقَالَِذَاكَِوَِذَاكَِقاَلَِقُ لْ ُُ .ِمِْوَِيُ نْكَ  

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘We are narrating that it tends to be cast into theirasws hearts, 
and resonated in their ears’. Heasws said: ‘That and that’’.56 

ُُولُِبصائرِالدرجاتِإِبْ رَاهِيمُِبْنُِهَاشِمٍِعَِ يَ  عْتُهُِ ََِ ِيَْتَاجُِالنَّاسُِإِلَيْهِِِِنِْيَْيََى ِبْنِِأَبِِعِمْرَانَِعَنِْيوُنُسَِعَنِْرَجُلٍِقاَلَِ َْيْرِِعَالٍِِ ِاللَّهَِلََِيَ تَْكُُِالَْْرَْ ِبِ إِنَّ
 وَِلََِيَْتَاجُِإِليَْهِمِْيَ عْلَمُِالَْْلَالَِوَِالَْْرَامَِ

(The book) ‘Basaair Al Darajaat’ – Ibrahim Bin Hashim, from Yahya Bin Abu Imran, from Yunus, from a man who 
said,  

‘Allahazwj does not Leave the earth without a ‘ٍِِِعَال’ scholar being in it. The people are needy to 

himasws and heasws is not needy to the people. Heasws knows the Permissible(s) and the 
Prohibitions’. 

ِبْنِِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِصَلَوَاتُِاللَّ ِفِدَاكَِبماَِذَاِيَ عْلَمُِقاَلَِوِرَاثةٌَِمِنِْرَسُولِِاللَّهِِوَِعَلِيِّ ُُ ِجُعِلْ ُُ ُُلْ ِهِِعَلَيْهِمَا.فَ 

I said, ‘May I be sacrificed for youasws! That knowledge is by what?’ Heasws said: ‘By 
inheritance from Rasool-Allahsaww and Aliasws Bin Abu Talibasws’’.57 

ِعَنِْسُلَيْمَانَِبْنِِخَالِِ ِالَْْرُْ ِإِِِدٍِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِ ِقاَلَ:المحاسنِأَبِِعَنِِالنَّضْرِِعَنِْيَْيََى ِبْنِِعِمْرَانَِالْْلََبِِِّعَنِْأيَُّوبَِبْنِِالْْرُِّ ُِ كَِانَ ِوَِفِيهَاِمَا لََّ
ِ.ِعَالٌِِِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – My father, from Al Nazar, from Yahya Bin Imran Al Halby, from Ayoub Bin Al Hurr, 
from Suleyman Bin Khalid,  

‘From Abu Ja’farasws having said: ‘The earth has not existed except and therein was a ‘ٍِِِعَال’ 
scholarasws’’.58 

ِبْنِِزيِاَدٍِالْعَطَّارِِقَالَ: ِوَِفِيهَاِعَالٌِِِقَالَِلََِوَِاللَّهِِلَِْلَالهِِمِِْالمحاسنِالْوَشَّاءُِعَنِْأبَاَنٍِالَْْحَْْرِِعَنِِالُْْسَيْنِ ِلَِْبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِهَلِْتَكُونُِالَْْرُْ ِإِلََّ ُُ قُ لْ
ِ.ِونَِإِليَْهِِوَِحَرَامِهِمِْوَِمَاِيَْتَاجُِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – Al Washa, from Aban Al Ahmar, from Al Husayn Bin Ziyad Al Attar who said,  
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‘I said to Abu Abdullahasws, ‘Can the earth happen to be except and in it is a ‘  ’?scholarasws ’عَالٍِِِ

Heasws said: ‘No by Allahazwj, for their Permissible(s) and their Prohibitions and whatever they 
could be needy to’’.59 

عْتُهُِي َِ ََِ ِْيرَِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِقَالَِ ِبِعَاُُِِولُِالمحاسنِالْوَشَّاءُِعَنِْأبَاَنٍِالَْْحَْْرِِعَنِِالْْاَرِثِِبْنِِالْمُ ِالَْْرَْ ِلََِتُ تَْكَُِإِلََّ ِيَْتَاجُِالنَّاسُِإِليَْهِِوَِلََِإِنَّ لٍِِ
ِ.ِيَْتَاجُِإِلَىِالنَّاسِِيَ عْلَمُِالَْْلَالَِوَِالَْْرَامَِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – Al Washa, from Aban Al Ahmar, from Al Haris Bin Al Mugheira,  

‘From Abu Abdullahasws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard himasws saying: ‘The earth cannot be 

left except with ‘ٍِِِبِعَال’ a scholarasws. The people would be needy to himasws and heasws would 

not be needy to the people, with the knowledge of the Permissible(s) and the 
Prohibitions’’.60 

ُُولُِالمحاسنِبَ عْضُِأَصْحَابنَِاِعَنِِالَِْْ ِأبَاَِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِ ِيَ  ُُ عْ ََِ ِعَبْدِِاللَّهِِبْنِِعَبْدِِالرَّحَْْنِِعَنِِالثُّمَالِِِّقاَلَِ ِوَِفِيهَاِعَالٌِِِيَ عْرِفُِِِصَمِّ َُىِالَْْرُْ ِإِلََّ لَنِْتَ بْ
ِمِنَِالْبَاطِلِِ ِ.ِالَْْقَّ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – One of our companions, from Al Asamma Abdullah Bin Abdul Rahman, from Al 
Sumaly who said,  

I heard Abu Abdullahasws saying: ‘The earth will never be left except and in it is ‘ٌِِِعَال’ a 

scholarasws recognising the truth from the falsehood’’.61 

قَالَ: كِِتَابٍِأنُْزلَِِفَ هُوَِعِنِْكَانَِيَِِِوَِفيِروَِايةٍَِأُخْرَىِعَنْهُِ كُِلُّ يُ بْدُونَِمَاِشَاءُواِوَِيَُْفُونَِمَاِشَاءُواِوَِقَالَ رَاطِيسِِثَُُِّ َُ فيِالْ ِ.ِدَِأَهْلِِالْعِلْمِِكْتبُُونهَُِ

And in another report from himasws having said: ‘They were writing it in the papers, then 
they were innovating whatever they desired and hide whatever they desired’. And heasws 

said: ‘Every Book Revealed, so it is with the peopleasws of ‘ِِالْعِلْم’ knowledge’’.62 

ِالْعِلْمَِالَّذِيِنَ زَلَِمََ ِآدَمَِعَلَىِحَالِهِِوَِليَْسَِيََْضِيِمِنَّاِعَالٌِِِإِلََِّ ِ.ِِخَلَّفَِمَنِْيَ عْلَمُِعِلْمَهُِوَِالْعِلْمُِيُ تَوَارَثُِوَِقاَلَِإِنَّ

And heasws said: ‘The knowledge which descended with Adamas is upon its (original) state, 

and no ‘ٌِِِعَال’ scholarasws from usasws passes away except heasws leaves behind oneasws who 

know hisasws knowledge, and the knowledge is inherited’’.63 (An extract) 
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