‘Amr bil Ma’rūf and Nahy Anil Munkar’

www.hubeali.com

‘Amr bil Ma’rūf
and
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Abbreviations:
saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla
asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam
AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak
azwj
ra: - Razi Allah
azwj
La: - Laan Allah
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ِ َّاُِم َّم ٍدِوِآلِِهِِالط
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ ِ ْ ِِالرِحيم
.ًِ َو َسلَّ َمِِتَ ْسلِيما,ِاه ِرين
َّ ِِالر ْْحن
َّ ِِبِ ْسمِِاللَّ ِه
َ ِ َو,ِاْلَ ْم ُدِللَّهِِ َربِِالْعالَمني
َ َُ َِصلَّىِِاللَّهُِِ َعلىِِ َسيِّدن
In the Name of Allahazwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allahazwj Lordazwj of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammadsaww and hissaww Purified Progenyasws, and
greetings with abundant greetings.

ُِِمَ َّم ٍد َِّو َع ِّج ْلِفَ َر َج ُه ْم َِوالْ َع ْنِأ َْع َدائَ ُه ْمِاَ ْْجَعِ ْني
ُِ لىُِمَ َّم ٍد َِّو ِآل
ُ ِع
َ ِص ِّل
َ اَللَّ ُه َّم

Amr Bil Ma’rūf and Nahy Anil Munkar
‘Amr bil Ma’rūf and Nahy Anil Munkar’ is summarised below with the help of some Ahadith
of Masomeenasws:

ِ ِوأمرهِأنِخيس ِببل دِيم ملِعل ىِالكو ارِوالوج ارِفق الِجربئي لخِي اربِأ س،ولقدِأوحىِاهللِفيماِمضىِقبلكمِإىلِجربئيل
ِ ِ ِفق الخِي اِربِع رف،ِفس رلِرب ه.ِفق الِاهللِعزوج لخِب لِا س ِبو النِق بلهم.هبمِإالِبوالنِالزاهد؟ِليعرفِم اااِي رمرِاهللِب ه
ِ ِوف انِي وفرِعل ىِح بهمِ ِ ض،ِوالِيته ىِع نِافتك ر،ِفه وِالِي رمرِب افعروف،الكِوهوِزاهدِعابد؟ِق الخِمكت لِل هِوأقدرت ه
ِ .هلم
And Allahazwj Revealed unto Jibraeelas, sometime in the past, and Ordered himas to bury a
city containing infidels and mischief-makers. Jibraeelas said: 'O Lordazwj! Bury along with
them that particular ascetic by whom the Order of Allahazwj is known?' Allahazwj the Almighty
Said: 'In fact, bury him before the others'. Heas asked the Lordazwj: 'O Lordazwj! I do not know
him to be like that, and he is an ascetic worshipper?' Heazwj Said: 'He had the ability to enjoin
the good and forbid the evil, and was overwhelmed in his love for them over Myazwj Anger to
them (so did not stop them from evil)'.

ِفق الواخِي اِرس ولِاهللِوفي ِبت اِون نِالِنق درِعل ىِإنك ارِم اِنم اهدهِم نِمتك ر؟ِفق الِرس ولِاهللِ(ص لىِاهللِعلي هِوآل ه خِل رمرن
ِ ِف انِ ِيس ط، ِىِق الخِم نِرأنِم تكمِمتك راِفليتك رهِبي دهِإنِاس طا،ِأوِليعم تكمِعق ابِاهلل،ب افعروفِول تهنِع نِافتك ر
ِ .ِفحسبهِأنِيعلمِاهللِمنِقلبهِإنهِلذلكِفاره،فبلسانهِفانِ ِيس ط ِفبقلبه
They asked: 'O Messenger of Allahsaww! And how is it for us when we have no power to stop
the evil that we witness being committed?' The Messenger of Allah saww: 'Either you enjoin
good and forbid evil or there will be Punishment of Allahazwj on you'.
Then hesaww said: 'If any one of you sees evil being committed, he should try to stop it with
his hands, if possible, and if he is not able to then denounce it by his tongue, and if even
that is not possible, then he should (reject it) by his heart. This is sufficient for him as
Allahazwj Knows the state of his heart that he abhorred it'. 1

1

Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari

asws

, Hadith No. 307
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ِِ
ِ ِِ ال
ٍ ُِمب
ِْ ِب
ِني ِ(ِعليه
ْ اْل ْستَ ِاد
َّ وب
َ ِجابِ ٍر
َ ِالسَّر ِاج
َ وب
َ ِاْل ََّوِل
َ ِسئ َل ِأَمريُ ِالْ ُم ْؤمت
َ ِع ْن ِيَ ْع ُق
ُ َِ َِج ْع َو ٍر ِ(ِعليهِالسالمِ ِق
َ ِع ْن ِأَِِب
َ ِع ْن
َُْ ِع ِن ِابْ ِن
ِ ِ ِاْلميَا َنِعلَىِأَرب
ِ َِاْلمي
ِ ِوِالْيَ ِق
ِْ ِع ِن
ِ اد
ِِ ِاْلِ َه
َِ ىِالص ِْرب
ْ ني َِوِالْ َع ْد ِل َِو
َ انِفَ َق
َّ َِعل
َ َ ْ َ ِْ ِج َع َل
َ ِد َعائ َم
َ َالِإِ َّنِاللَّه
َ ِالسالم
َ ِج َّل
َ ِعَّز َِو
By the former chain, from Ibn Mahboub, rom Yaqoub Al Sarraj, from Jabir,

Abu Ja’farasws has said: ‘Amir Al-Momineenasws was asked about the Emān. So heasws said:
‘Allahazwj Mighty and Majestic Made the Emān to be upon four foundations – Upon the
patience, and the conviction, and the justice, and the Jihad.

ِ
ِ ِاْلت َِّة ِس َال ِع ِن ِالم
ِ ِْ ب ِعلَىِالمَّو ِق ِو
ِ ُِّالزْه ِد ِو ِالَّرق
ِِم ْن
َّ َف
َ َب ِفَ َم ِن ِا ْش
ُ ِ َِعلَىِأ َْرب
َ الصْب ُر ِِم ْن ِاَل
َ َ َْ اق ِإِ َىل
َ ٍ ِش َع
َ ك
َ
َ َّه َوات َِو
َ ْ
َ َ ُّ ِاْل ْش َواق َِو
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ اتِوِمنِزِه َدِِ ِالدُّنْياِهانَل
ِِ ِاْلَْي َر
ات
ْ ِس َار َِإِ َىل
َ ْ َ َ ِع ِنِالْ ُم َحَّرَم
َ ْ َ َ
َ َ أَ ْش َو َقِم َنِالتَّا ِر َِر َج
َ بِالْ َم ْو
ُ َِعلَْيهِالْ ُمصيب
َ ت
َ ات َِو
َ َِم ْن َِراق
So the patience from that, is upon four branches – The desire, and the fear, and the
ascetism, and the vigilance. So the one who is desirous for the Paradise would disregard the
lustful desires; and the one who fears from the Fire would back away from the Prohibitions;
and the one who is ascetic in the world, the difficulties would be easy upon him (to bear);
and the one who is vigilant of the death, would hasten to the goodness.

ِ ِْ ِاْلِكْم ِةِوِمع ِرفَِةِالْعِب رةِِوِست َِّة
ِ
ِ
ِْ ف
ِ ِ ِ ٍ ِشع
ِ
ِِم ْنِتَر ََّو َل
َ ِعَر
َ َصَرِالْوطْتَة
َ ني
َ ِاْلََّول
ُ َوِالْيَق
ْ َ َ َ ْ بِتَْبصَرةِِالْوطْتَة َِوِتَر َُّول
َ ْنيِفَ َم ْنِأَب
َ ُ ِ َِعلَىِأ َْرب
َ ْمةَ َِو
ُ َ َْ
َ ِاْلك
ِ ِاْل ََّولِنيِوِاه دنِإِ َىلِالَِِّت
ِ َ فِالْعِب رةَِوِمنِعر
ِْ
ِِه َيِأَقْ َوُِم َِوِنََََر
ُّ ف
ُّ ف
َ ِعَر
َ ِعَر
َ َ ْ َ َ ْ َ ِم
َ ِم ْن
َ َفِالْعْبَِرة
َ َْمة
َ ِالستَّةَِفَ َكرَََّّنَا ِ َفا َن
َ ِالستَّةَ َِو
َ اْلك
َ َ ْ َ َ َ ْ َ ِعَر
ِ ِ ِ ِ َ َكِاللَّهِمنِأَهل
ِ َ َاَِناِوِمنِهل
ِ َ إِ َىلِمن
ِاعِ ِه
َ َاِهل
ْ ْ َ ُ َ َك َِوِإََِّّنَاِأ َْهل
َ َىِم ْنِأ ََْنَىِبِط
َ َكِِب
َ ْ َ َ ََ ََِنَاِِب
َ َكِِبَْعصيَ ه َِوِأ ََْن
َْ
And the conviction is upon four branches – Clever thinking, and the construed wisdom, and
the lesson understood, and a Sunnah of the former ones. So the one who thinks cleverly
would recognise the wisdom, and the one who construes the wisdom would recognise the
lesson (to be learnt), and the one who recognises the lesson (to be learnt) would recognise
the Sunnah, and the one who recognises the Sunnah, so it is as if he was with the former
ones, and he would be guided to that which is upright, and he would look at the one who
achieved salvation, what he had achieved salvation with, and the one who was destroyed,
what he was destroyed by. And rather, destroyed is the one whom Allahazwj Destroys due to
his disobedience, and salvaged is the one who is salvaged by his obedience’.

ِ ِْجي ِالْعِْل ِم ِو ِمن
ِْ ِاْل ْك ِم ِو ِروض ِة
ِ
ِ
ِ
ٍ ِش َع
ِ ب ِ َ ِام
ِف
َ ِعَر
ُ ِ َِعلَىِأ َْرب
َ ْ َ َ ُْ ِضِالْ َو ْه ِم َِو ِ َ ْم ِر ِالْع ْل ِم َِو َِزْهَرة
َ ِعل َم
َ َْ َ
َ َو ِالْ َع ْد ُل
َ َ ِاْل ْل ِم ِفَ َم ْن ِِفَه َم ِفَ َّسَر
َِ َّاس
ِ اشِِ ِالت
ًِِْحيدا
َِ ِاْلُ ْك ِم َِو
ْ َ َِشَرائ
َ ِحلُ َمِ َِْيُ َوِّر ْطِِ ِأ َْم ِرهِ َِو
َ ِع
َ ِم ْن
And the justice is upon four branches – Depth of understanding, and vastness of knowledge,
and the blossom of wisdom, and the garden of forbearance. So the one who understands
would interpret the entirety of knowledge, and the one is knowledgeable would recognise
the Laws of wisdom, and the one who is forbearing would not exaggerate in his matters,
and would live among the people, praised.
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ِ ِ ِ اط ِن ِو
ِ
ِْ و
ٍ ِش َع
ِني ِفَ َم ْن ِأ ََمَر
ْ ِعلَى
ِّ ِع ِن ِالْ ُمْت َك ِر َِو
َ َ ِ ِالص ْد ِق ِِ ِالْ َم َو
ُ ِ َِعلَى ِأ َْرب
ُ ِاْل َه
َ ِاْل َِْم ِر ِبِالْ َم ْعُروف َِو ِالت َّْه ِي
َ ب
َ اد
َ ِشتَآن ِالْ َواسق
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِيِعلَْيه َِو
َ بِالْ َم ْعُروف
َ َِص َد َقِِ ِالْ َم َواط ِنِق
َ ضىِالَّذ
َ ِم ْنِنَ َه
َ ِم ِْن
َ ىِع ِنِالْ ُمْت َك ِرِأ َْر َ َمِأَنْ َ ِالْ ُمتَاف ِق َِوِأَم َن ِ َفْي َدهُ َِو
َ ِشدَِّظَ ْهَرِالْ ُم ْؤم ِن َِو
ِِ
ِِ ض
ِ َ من
ِ ِ َِّ ض
ِ
ِ
ُِبِاللَّهُِلَه
َ ِشت َئِالْ َواسق
َ بِللَّه َِو
َْ
َ بِللهِ َض
َ َ ِِم ْن
َ َ ِني
And the Jihād is upon four branches – Upon the enjoining of the good, and forbidding from
the evil, and the truthfulness in the places, and shunning the transgressors. So the one who
enjoins with the goodness would strengthen the back of the Momin, and the one who
forbids from the evil would grind the nose of the hypocrites and thwart his plots, and the
one who is truthful in the places, it would come to pass, that which is upon him, and the one
who shuns the transgressors would be angered for the Sake of Allah azwj, and the one who is
angered for the Sake of Allahazwj, Allahazwj would get Angered for him (against his enemies).

ِْ ِك
.ُِِش َعبُه
َِ ِفَ َذل
ُ ِد َعائِ ُمهُ َِو
َ اْلميَا ُن َِو
So that is the Emān and its pillars and its branches.2

Definition of Amr Bil Ma’rūf by the 6th Imamasws:
ِفتزخِرونِالميخِافويدِقدسِاهللِروحهِبإستادهِإىلُِممدِبنِالسائبِالكل ِقالخِفاِقدمِالصادقِ(عليهِالسالم ِالعراقِنزل
اْلريةِفد لِعليهِأبوِحتيوةِوسرلهِعنِمسائلِوفانِمماِسرلهِأنِقالِلهخِجعللِفداكِماِاالمرِبافعروفِ؟
It is reported by Sheykh Al Mufeed, may Allah
Saib Al Kalby who said,

azwj

Sanctify his soul, by his chain going up to Muhammad Bin Al

‘When Al-Sadiqasws proceeded to Al-Iraq, heasws encamped at Al-Hira. Abu Haneefa came to
himasws and asked him about certain issues, and it was from what he asked himasws, that he
said to himasws, ‘May I be sacrificed for youasws! What is ‘Amr Bil Ma’rūf’ (enjoining of the
good)?’

ِفقالِ(عليهِالسالم خِافعروفِياِأباِحتيوةِافعروفِ ِأهلِالسماءِافعروفِ ِأهلِاالرضِوااكِأمريِافؤمتنيِعليِبنِأِب
. طالبِ(عليهِالسالم
Heasws said: ‘ ’افعروفAl- Ma’rūf’, O Abu Haneefa, is the one well-known among the people of
the sky and the one well-known among the people of the earth, and that is Amir AlMomineen Aliasws Bin Abu Talibasws’.

ِ.ِوْحالِالتاسِعلىِف وه،قالخِجعللِفداكِفماِافتكرِ؟ِقالخِاللذانِظلماهِحقهِواب زاهِأمره

2

Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 26 H 1
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May I be sacrificed for youasws! So, what is ‘Al-Munkar’ (the evil to be forbidden from)?’
Heasws said: ‘Those two (Abu Bakr & Umar) who oppressed himasws of hisasws rights and
swindled hisasws command, and loaded the people upon hisasws shoulders’.

قالخِأالِماِهوِأنِترنِالرجلِعلىِمعاصيِاهللِف تهاهِعتهاِ؟
He said, ‘Is it not what you see the man upon an act of disobedience of Allah azwj so you
forbid him from it?’

.فقالِأبوِعبدِاهللِ(عليهِالسالم خِليسِااكِأمرِِبعروفِوالِهنيِعنِمتكرِإَّناِااكِ ريِقدمه
Abu Abdullahasws said: ‘That is not ‘Amr Bil Ma’rūf’ nor is it ‘Nahy An Munkar’. But rather,
that is (the) good he sends forward’.

قالِأبوِحتيوةخِأ ربينِجعللِفداكِعنِقولِاهللِعزوجلخِ(ىِل سئلنِيومئذِعنِالتعيم
Abu Haneefa said, ‘May I be sacrificed for youasws! Inform me about the Words of Allahazwj
Mighty and Majestic: Then you will be Questioned on that Day about the boons (benefits)
[102:8]’.

ِِفقالخِياِأباِحتيوةِلئنِوقوكِاهللِأو.ِوالقوتِاْلاضر،ِوصحةِالبدن،ِاالمنِ ِالسرب،قالخِفماِهوِعتدكِياِأباِحتيوةِ؟ِقال
.اوقوكِيومِالقيامةِحىتِيسرلكِعنِفلِأفلةِأفل هاِوشربةِشرب هاِليطولنِوقوفك
Heasws said: ‘So, what is it as, with you, O Abu Haneefa?’ He said, ‘The security in the flock
(community) and the health of the body, and the daily subsistence of the present’. Heasws
said: ‘O Abu Haneefa! If Allahazwj were to Pause you, or stops you on the Day of Qiyamah
until Heazwj Questions you about every food you had eaten and drink you had drunk, your
pausing would be prolonged’.

ِِوعلمهمِبتاِمن،ِوبصرهمِبتاِمنِالعمى،ِالذينِأنقذِاهللِالتاسِبتاِمنِالضاللة،قالخِفماِالتعيمِجعللِفداكِ؟ِقالخِالتعيمِنن
ِ.اْلهل
He said, ‘So, what the Boons, may I be sacrificed for you asws?’ Heasws said: ‘Weasws are the
Boons, those Allahazwj Saved the people through usasws from the straying, and made them
seeing through usasws from the blindness, and Taught them through usasws from the
ignorance’.

ِ ِولو ِفان ِفذلكِلو،قالخِجعللِفداكِفكي ِفانِالقرآنِجديداِأبدا ِ؟ِقالخِالنهِ ِجيعلِلزمانِدونِزمانِف خلقهِااليام
. القرآنِقبلِفتاءِالعا
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He said, ‘May I be sacrificed for youasws! How will the Quran be fresh forever?’ Heasws said:
‘Because it is not Made for a (particular) era, an era made defunct by the days, and if it was
like that, the Quran would perish before the annihilation of the universe’’.3

3

Bihar Al Anwaar – V 10, The book of Argumentation, S 3 Ch 13 H 10
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