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In the Name of Allah?¥the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-#*¥i Lord?? of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=2*¥and his®"" Purified Progeny 2", and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Battle of Khyber’

Summary:

Khyber (Arabic: £3) is a fertile land situated some 153 kilometres north of the city of
Medina, Saudi Arabia. Prior to the rise of Islam in the 7th century, the area had been inhabited
by Arabian Jewish tribes. The Battle of Khyber took place in 7 Hijri.
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(From the book ‘Al-Managqib’ of lbn Shehr Ashub) — ‘Khyber was conquered during Al-
Muharram of the year seven (7 A.H.), and when the people saw the deed of Ali®"* (uprooting
the door of the Fort of Khyber and killing Marhab), Ibn Abu Al-Huqgeyq said to the Prophet
saww: ‘Descend so | can speak to yous®WW, He®W said: ‘Yes'. He*®WY descended and the
Prophet*®"¥ reconciled with them, saving the blood of the ones in the fortresses and allowing
them out with one set of clothes. (An extract) !

Allah®% Granted Victory to Rasool-Allah*®"W at Khyber by the hands of Ali Amir ul-
Momineen@Ws, ‘G byke 5 5G4 5 s o6 &8 &' and he®Ws (Ali*%s) uprooted the door of Khyber,
and for him?¥s were twenty-eight years. (An extract).?

Introduction:

When the Jews heard that the last prophet will be sent to the people and will reside in City of
Medina, they started settling in there and around Medina so that they could be among the
first to greet him™=aww,

! Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet®™%, P3 Ch 22 H 21
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 42, The book of History — Amir Al-Momineen?"s, Ch 127 H 1
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al-Husayn Bin Saeed, from Al-Nazar Bin
Suweyd, from Zur’at Bin Muhammad, from Abu Baseer, who has said:

Abu Abdullah%s regarding the Statement of Allah?™ Mighty and Majestic: “[2:89] and
before that they used to pray for victory against those who disbelieve”. He " said: ‘The
Jews had found in their Book that (Prophet) Muhammad***" would emigrate between Ayr
and Ohad, so they went out looking for these places. They passed by a mountain called
Hadaad, so they said, ‘Hadaad and Ohad are one and the same’. So, they dispersed upon that.
Some of them encamped at Tayma and some of them at Fadak, and some of them at Khyber’.
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The ones who were at Tayma longed to be with some of their brothers. A Bedouin from Qays,
passed by them so they hired (a camel) from him and he said, ‘I shall pass with you in between
Ayr and Ohad’. They said to him, “‘When you pass by these two, point these two places out to
us’. When he was in the middle of the land of Al-Medina, he said to them, ‘That is Ayr and this
is Ohad’. So, they descended from the backs of his camels and said, ‘We have reached where
we wanted to be, therefore we do not have any need for your camels, and so you can go to
wherever you like’. And they wrote to their brothers who were at Fadak and Khyber, ‘We have
got to the place so come to us’. They wrote back to them, ‘We have settled in the houses and
acquired assets, and there is no one closer to us than you are. Therefore, when that event
transpires (emigration of Prophet Mohammed=2*%), we would quickly come to you’.
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They (Jews who decided to stay near Madina) acquired assets in the land of Al-Medina. When
their wealth increased, it (news) reached Tubba (King of disbelievers) and he attacked them.
They fortified themselves from him, so he surrounded them. They felt sympathetic towards
the weak ones of Tubba and they would throw the dates and the barley towards them at
night. So (the news of) that reached Tubba, and he sympathised with them and granted them
amnesty. They came down to him. He said to them, ‘I have come to like your city and would
like to reside among you’. So, they said to him, ‘It is not for you to dwell in that place, for a
Prophet*®W would be emigrating and that is not for anyone until that happens’. He said to
them, ‘I will leave behind among you members of my family, so when that happens, they
would support him*®¥ and help him=sa""’,
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So, he left behind two tribes, Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj. When they multiplied, they used to take
the wealth of the Jews and the Jews used to say to them, ‘But, when Muhammad=®"¥ is Sent,
hes@W would take you all out from our houses and our wealth (from you to give it back to
us)’. So, when Allah?™ Mighty and Majestic Sent Muhammad=2"¥, the Helpers believed in
him*™W  but the Jews denied him*™V, and it is the Statement of Allah®* Mighty and
Majestic: And they had been from before praying for victory over those who disbelieved —
so when there came to them what they recognised, they disbelieved in it. Therefore, the
Curse of Allah is upon the unbelievers [2:89].”3

Background to the Battle of Khyber:

The Jews settled in and around Medina used to pray for the coming of the last Prophet=a%V,
particularly when attacked by non-believers. However, when Allah®"¥ Sent Prophet
Mohammed=a"" they turned against him*"Y and joined hands with the non-believers in their
efforts to extinguish the light of Islam. With the spreading of Islam and the defeat of the
Quraish of Makkah in wars, some of the Jews of Medina immigrated to Khyber, which was
considered as a rich stronghold for the Jews.

After finding out about the (signing of) the ‘Treaty of Hudaybiyya’, the Jews of Khyber felt
stronger and started unprovoked attacks on Muslims living in the outskirts of Medina, while
assuming a sign of weakness and diminishing power of Islam.

3 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8. H. H 14929
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The allies of the Jews of Khyber took the liberty and started to send their attackers into the
pastures around Medina. On one occasion, the son of Abu Zarr Al-Ghaffari™ was grazing the
camels of the Prophet*®"" when they struck. They killed him, and captured his mother who
was with him, and they drove with them the herd of camels. The Muslims, however, were
able, just in time, to overtake the marauders and to rescue the wife of Abu Zarr™. Upon the
News, Rasool Allah**"" decided to put an end to their aggressions and moved forward
towards Khyber with a Muslim battalion.
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‘When Prophet Muhammad=2"" was Sent to call the people to the testimony that there is no
God except Allah?? Alone, there being no associate for Him#%, the people were quick to
the answering, and the Prophet™®"% warned the people. Jibraeel® instructed him=®"% to write
to the People of the Book — meaning the Jews and the Christians, and he wrote a letter and
Jibraeel™ dictated the Prophet™®"¥ of his@¥W |etter, and in those days, his®¥ scribe was
Sa’ad Bin Abu Waqas.
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HeawW wrote to the Jews of Khyber: ‘In the Name of Allah?*¥ the Beneficent, the Merciful.
From Muhammad=®"% Bin Abdullah®**s, the Ummy Rasool***V, to the Jews of Khyber. As for
after, Surely the earth is for Allah, He Causes it to be inherited by the one He so Desires to
from His servants, and the end-result is for the pious [7:128], and there is neither Might nor
Strength except with Allah"#2%, the Exalted, the Magnificent’.
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Then he™@"W sent the letter to the Jews of Khyber. When the letter arrived to them, they
carried it and came with it to a chief of theirs called Abdullah Bin Salam, ‘This is a letter of
Muhammad™®¥ to us, read it to us’. He read it, and said it to them, ‘What are you viewing
regarding this letter?’ They said, ‘We see a Sign and find it to be in the Torah. So, if this
Muhammad™®"¥ is the one who Musa™* gave the glad tidings with, and (so did) Dawood™,
and Isa™@, hes®™W will suspend the Torah and Permit for us what is Prohibited unto us from
before. If hes®"W were to be upon our Religion, it would be more beloved to us’.
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Abdullah Bin Salam said, ‘O people! Are you choosing the world over the Hereafter, and the
Punishment over the Mercy?’ They said, ‘No’. He said, ‘And how come you are not following
the caller of Allah®%?’ They said, ‘O Ibn Salam! And what would make us know that
Muhammad*"¥ is truthful in what he™*®"¥ is saying?’ lbn Salam said, ‘When we ask him™=aww
about the future and the past, and the Abrogating and the Abrogated, if he**"" was a Prophet
saww jyst as he*@WW alleges, he®"W would manifest it just as it was manifested by the Prophets
2 from before’.
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They said, ‘O Ibn Salam! Travel to Muhammad™=®"" until you break his*®"¥ speech and you see
how hes®" responds and answers you’. Ilbn Salam said, ‘You are an ignorant people! If this
Muhammad=*"" is the one who Musa™ and Isa Bin Maryam™* gave the glad tidings with, and
hes@W was the last of the Prophets™?s, even if the two communities of the Jinn and the humans
were to gather upon rebutting against Muhammad=®"¥ a single word, or a sentence, they
would not be able to, by the Permission of Allah®*’, |bn Salam asked many questions from
Rasool Allah®"V (An extract).*

Several defeats of Muslims in Khyber:
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(The book) ‘Al-Ihtijaj’ — ‘From Abu Ja’far?¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ sent Sa’ad Bin Muaz
(from) Al-Ansar (the Helper) to Khyber. He returned defeated. Then he*®"¥W Umar Bin Al-
Khattab with a flag of the Emigrants. They had come back with Sa’ad having been injured, and
Umar came accusing his companions of cowardice and they accused him of cowardice.
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4 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 9, The book of Argumentation, S2 Ch 2 H 20
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Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘Like this the Emigrants and the Helpers are doing? — until he*®¥ had
said it thrice. Then he™®"¥ said: ‘I**"V will give the flag to a man who isn’t a fleer. Allah??" and
HisWi Rasool®Y |ove him™?%s, and he?%s |oves Allah?? and His#" RasoolsWW”’ >

Killing of Marhab by the Hands of Ali-®Y lbn Abi Talib
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‘When it was the day of Khyber, a man from the Jews called Marhab came out, and he was of
a tall stature, large body, and the Jews used to send him forward due to his bravery and his
affluence.
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He said, ‘He came out during that day to the companions of Rasool-Allah=®¥% and he did not
stop by anyone except he said, ‘l am Marhab’, then attacked upon him, and not one withstood
him. There was a foster mother for him and she was a soothsayer, and she used to marvel at
his youth and the largeness of his body and said to him, ‘Fight everyone who fights you and
you will overcome everyone (who tries to) overcomes upon you, except the one who is named
to you as ‘Haider’, for if you were to stop to him, you will die’.
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He said, ‘When his skirmishes were a lot and the people were alarmed at his standing (in the
battlefield), that was grievous upon the Prophet "%, and they asked him*2¥" to bring Ali-@sWs
out to him. The Prophet™®"" called Ali®*"s and said to him™?s"s; ‘O Ali®"s| Suffice me™s®"W of
Marhab’. So, Amir Al-Momineen®"Ys went out to him. When Marhab sighted him, he was
quick to him™@%s but could not see any fault with him?"s, He did not like that and flinched
(shied away) from him™?"“s, Then he went forward and said, ‘l am the one my mother named
me as Marhab’.
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Alia%s came and he®"s was saying: ‘1°°%s am the one my?®"* mother?®"“s named me?%* as
‘Haider’.
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When Marhab heard it from him?"s, he fled and did not stop out of fear cautioned by his
foster mother about him?%s, |blees™ resembled for him in an image of a Rabbi from the
Rabbis of the Jews and said: ‘To where, O Marhab?’ He said, ‘This one has named upon me as
Haider’. Iblees™ said to him, ‘So, what is Haider?’ He said, ‘My so and so foster mother has
warned me from duelling a man whose name is Haider and she said that he®%* would kill me’.
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Iblees™ said to him, ‘It would be damaging for you if there does not happen to be any Haider
except this one along due to the like of you returning from the like of him@s¥s, You are taking
with the word of the women and they are mistaken more than what they are correct, and
‘Haider’s (names) in the world are a lot, therefore return, perhaps you will kill him=2s¥¢, and if
you were to kill him your people would prevail, and I am covering your back and getting the
Jews to scream their support for you’.
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So, he™ returned him. By Allah-22%i! |t wasn’t except like a hiccup of a camel until Ali®¥s struck
him with a strike, he fell to his face from it, and the Jews were defeated saying, ‘Marhab is
killed! Marhab is killed!’
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He said, ‘And regarding that Al-Kumeyt Bin Yazeed Al-Asady said a couplet in his"* praise,
‘He gulped down a portion of death, son of Usman, after having been coaxed from it, Waleed
and Marhab’.
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And Al-Waleed, he is a son of Utba, maternal uncle of Muawiya Bin Abu Sufyan and Usman
Bin Talha from Quraysh (who was killed in the Battle of Ohad), and Marhab is from the Jews”.®

6 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet*%, P3Ch 22 H 3
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Imam Ali»"*’s Lifting the very heavy Door of Khyber
Fort:
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And it has come in the Hadeeth that when Amir Al-Momineen®"s said: ‘%S am Ali"®¥* Bin
Abu Talib®"*, a Rabbi from the Rabbis of the people said, ‘You (Jews) will be overcome and
what has been Revealed unto Musa®¥'. So there entered into their hearts from the awe, that
they had no capacity to bear, and when Amir Al-Momineen?"s killed Marhab, the ones who
were with Marhab returned and locked the door of the fortress, leaving Amir Al-
Momineen@"s (outside).
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Amir Al-Momineen®"Ys came to it and handled it until he™®"Ys opened it, and most of the
people (from Muslim army) were from a side of the trench, not being able to cross over with
him?%s so Amir Al-Momineen " grabbed the door of the fortress and made it to be upon
the trench as a bridge for them until they crossed over and they won the fortress, and they
attained the booty.’
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‘When %S overturned the door of Khyber I#% made it to be a shield for me?"s and fought
them with it. When Allah®*¥ Defeated them, 1% placed the door upon their fortress as a
road then threw it into their trench’. A man said to him™®"s, ‘You had carried a heavy load
from it’. He™®"s said: ‘It wasn’t except like my?*s shield which tends to be in my?"“s hand in
other than that place”.
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And the companions (write) of the Seerah mentioned that when the Muslims left from Khyber

they got together to carry the door, they could not even uproot it from them except with
seventy men. (An extract).®

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™**, P3 Ch 25H 6
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™™%, P 3 Ch 22 H 11
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Additional Accounts on Battle of Khyber:
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And Al-Tabarsy said, ‘When Rasool-Allah*®¥% came to Al-Medina from Al-Hudaybiya, hes@¥WW
remained at it for twenty nights, then went out from it going to Khyber’.
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And lbn Is’"hag mentioned by his chain from Abu Marwan Al-Aslamy, from his father, from his
grandfather who said, ‘We went out with Rasool-Allah=®"% to Khyber until when we were near
from it and we overlooked upon it, Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘Stop!’ So, the people stopped. He
saww said: ‘O Allah?™, Lord?" of the seven skies and what they shade, and Lord?? of the
seven earths and what they support, and Lord? of the Satan™® and what he™ misleads! We
ask Youi for goodness of this town and goodness of its people and goodness of what is in
it, and we seek Refuge with You?™ from the evil of this town and evil of its people and evil
of what is therein, (then said) ‘Go ahead!’
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And from Salama Bin Al-Akwy who said, ‘We went out with Rasool-Allah*?¥% to Khyber, and
we travelled at night. A man from the people said to Aamir Bin Al-Akwy, ‘Will you not make
us listen from your felicitation?” And Aamir was a poetic man, so he went on say (a poem),
‘No worries, had it not been for you™®™" we would not have been guided, nor ratified, nor
prayed Salat. Forgive your redemption what we have acquired, and the feet are steadfast if
we meet (in battle), and send down tranquillity upon us, we when shout assist us, and with
the shout, ululate upon us’.
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Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Who is this driver (of camels)?’ They said, ‘Aamir’. He**"V said: ‘May
Allah-#"i have Mercy on him’, and he was upon a camel and answered, O Rasool-Allah™a%%! |f
we had not enjoyed with it’, and that is that Rasool-Allah***" did not seek Forgiveness for any
man at all except he was martyred’. They said, ‘When the war started and the people formed
rows, a Jew came out and he was saying (a poem), ‘Khyber has known | am Marhab, the
weapon complains | am an experienced hero, when there are wars there will be flames’.
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So Aamir duelled to him and he was saying (a poem), ‘Khyber has known | am Aamir, the
weapons complain of the adventurous hero’.
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They exchanged strikes and the sword of the Jew fell in the shield of Aamir, and the sword of
Aamir was short in it, so he grabbed the leg of the Jew in order to strike him, but the end of
the sword recoiled and hit an eye of Aamir and he died from it.
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Salama said, ‘Then a number of companions of Rasool-Allah*®"% said, ‘The deed is invalidated,
Aamir killed himself’. So, | went to the Prophet " and | was crying and said, ‘They are saying
that Aamir invalidated his deed’. He*®"¥ said: ‘Who said that?’ | said, ‘A number of yoursaww
companions’. Hes®™¥ said: ‘They are lying, but he will be given from the Recompense, twice’.
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He said, ‘We besieged them until when we were afflicted with severe hunger, then Allah-32%
Gave us (the News of) victory upon it, and that is that the Prophet "% gave the flag to Umar
Bin Al-Khattab (after having given it to Abu Bakr and he having returned unsuccessful), and
there rushed the ones who rushed with him from the people, and they met the people of
Khyber, and Umar and his companions were uncovered, so they returned to Rasool-Allahs#%",
His companions called him a coward and he called them cowards.
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And Rasool-Allah®"W was seized by headache and he*®"¥ did not come out to the people. He"
SaWW said when hes®™W awoke from his™®"Y pain and said: ‘What did the people do with
Khyber?’ Hes®™¥ was informed. He WY said: ‘Tomorrow morning I®"¥W will give the flag to a
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man who loves Allah?2% and His??" Rasool®"", and Allah??¥ and His??* Rasool®*" |love him"
asws an attacker not a fleer, not returning until Allah®* Grants victory upon his®"s hands’.
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It is reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim — ‘From Quteyba Bin Saeed, from Yaqoub Bin Abdul
Rahman Al-Iskandary, from Abu Hazim, from Saeed Bin Sahl, ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said on the day
of Khyber: ‘I°*"%, Tomorrow morning, will give the flag to a man, Allah?*¥ will Grant victory
upon his hands. He loves Allah?*" and His#" Rasool**"%, and Allah-**" and His**I Rasool*?""
love him™@sws’,
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He said, ‘The people, all of them spent the night contemplating which of them hes*"¥ would
give it to. When it was morning, the people rushed to Rasool-Allah=®¥W all of them hoping
that he would be given it (the flag). He™®"W asked: ‘Where is Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib?@¥s?’ They
said, ‘O Rasool-Allah™?"W| He"#%s has a complaint of his*®¥" eyes’. He "W said: ‘Send for him"
asws’ They came with him@"s, and Rasool-Allah™®"W apply saliva in his®%s eyes and supplicated
for him™@"s and he™®"Y* was cured as if there did not happen to be any pain with him=2s"s,
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Hesa"W gave it (the Flag) to him™@W%s, Ali@Ws said: ‘O Rasool-Allahs2WWI [sWs shal| fight them
until they become like us’. He™®"% said: ‘Implement upon your?%“s message until you descend
in their courtyards, then call them to Al-Islam and inform them with what is beloved to them
from the Rights of Allah?, for by Allah2 if Allah**] were to Guide even one man through
you@Ws it is better than if there happens to be for you than all the bounties”.
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Salama said, ‘Marhab came for duel and he was saying, ‘Khyber has known that | am Marhab’
— the couplets. So, Ali®** duelled to him and he®"* said (a poem): ‘I'%%s am the one my%“*
mother®%s named me Y as ‘Haider’, like a lion of the forest, destruction is (in) the scene. I
asws shall fulfil them the measure of all the attrition’.
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He@%s struck Marhab and split his head and killed him, and the victory was upon his®"s hands
— As reported by Muslim in his ‘Saheeh”.
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And it is reported by Abu Abdullah the memoriser by his chain, from Abu Rafie a slave of
Rasool-Allah™®"  He said, ‘We went out with Ali"®*"s when Rasool-Allah™?¥W sent him™sws,
When we were near from the fortress, its people came out to him@%s, He"s fought them. A
man from the Jews struck him?*"s and his@"* shield dropped. Ali®*"s grabbed the door of the
fortress and shield with it from himself2**<, It did not cease to be in his®"s hands and he@W"s
was fighting until Allah3¥ Granted victory to him2s¥s,

A
@

.;,Vi: :)T o1 ze | LQ.; QL:J\ ;94; /‘ /?.f. :)T \.;:c ;/,.. r,f/ \:T {:u/ :,T, ;% O::;Tj ° %l 9:};‘ :ff éLA/UT (‘

Then he®"s threw it from his®%s hands. You could have seen me being among seven persons
struggling upon overturning that door, but we were unable to overturn it’.?

In another Hadith:
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By his chain from Lays Bin Abu Saleem, from Abu Ja’far Muhammad Bin Ali®*"s having said: ‘It
is narrated to me % by Jabir Bin Abdullah that Ali®"* carried the door on the day of Khyber
until the Muslims climbed upon it and broke it and opened it, and it had to be moved after
that, but forty men could not carry it”.
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He said, ‘And it is reported from another aspect from Jabir, ‘The seventy men gathered upon
it, and they had struggled to return the door’.
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And by his chain from Abdul Rahman Bin Abu Layli who said, ‘Ali®%* wore the thick stuffed
coat in the heat and the winter and did not care of the heat. My companions came to me and
said, ‘We see a thing from Ami Al-Momineen%s, so have you seen it?’ | said, ‘And what is it?’
They said, ‘We see him#¥s coming out to us in the severe heat in the thick stuffed coat and
does not care of the heat, and he®"* comes out to us in the severe cold in two light clothes
and does not care of the cold. Have you heard anything regarding that?’ | said, ‘No’.
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° Bihar ul Anwar, vol. 21.
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They said, ‘Ask your father about that for us, for he tend to chat in the evening with him=s"’,
So, | asked him and he said, ‘I have not heard anything regarding that’. He went to Ali®"s and
held an evening chat with him™%* and asked him™*¥* about that.
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He s said: ‘Or did you not witness Khyber with us?’ | said, ‘Yes’. He"*"* said: ‘Or did you not
see Rasool-Allah=2"W when he*®"¥ called Abu Bakr and equipped for him then sent him to the
people. He went and met the people (in battle), then came back with the people and he had
been defeated?’ He said, ‘Yes'.
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He s said: ‘Then he™®"¥ sent to Umar and equipped for him, then sent him to the people.
He went and met the people and fought them, then he returned and he had been defeated.
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Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Today I**"" will give the flag to a man who loves Allah#" and His?2Vi
Rasool*™¥, and Allah**i and His** Rasool*®*" love him?*s, Allah-#" will Grant victory upon
his@¥s hands, he % being an attacker not a fleer’. So he™®"¥ called me s and gave me@W%s
the flag, then said: ‘O Allah?! Suffice him2s¥s of the heat and the cold’. Thus, I*"s neither
find any heat nor any cold after that”.
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And this, all of it is copied from the book ‘Dalail Al-Nabuwwah’ of the (Shafie) imam Abu Bakr
Al-Bayhaqi.
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Then Rasool-Allah=®"" did not cease to conquer the fortress after fortress and possess the
wealth until they ended up to the fortresses of Al-Wateeh and Al-Salalim, and they were the
last of the fortresses of Khyber. Rasool-Allah2"" conquered and besieged in about ten nights.

el 55 I s 50 s b 5 Sl 3 b o B o B 0555 G G T ) (e (st s LD g Bt 131 6
JB o & Ul BT WG Ll e Onll ci5 5 g 2L 5l il as $51 (,.51) CUEI A It IRt R EE S AES
o Wl 5 87 0,20 S5 s, e A 5 s 25l ey T 5 B s 25 145

Ibn Is’haq said, ‘And when ‘Al-Qamous’, fortress of Ibn Abu Al-Hugeyqg was opened, he came
to Rasool-Allah™@"W with Safiya Bint Huyay Bin Akhtab and another one with her. Bilal passed
by them and he is the one whom came with them to the killed ones from the killed ones of

Page 15 of 26




‘Battle of Khyber www.hubeali.com

the Jews. When the one with Safiya saw them, she shouted and struck her face and poured
the soil upon her head. When Rasool-Allah*®"" saw her he**"" said: ‘Distance her from me"
saww this one is a Satan™®, and he®“% instructed with Safiya to be behind him=2*% and cast
hiss®W cloak upon her, so the Muslims realised that he™®¥" had chosen her for himselfsaWww,
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And he®V" said to Bilal when he*®"¥ saw from that Jewess what he®% saw: ‘Is the mercy
snatched away from you, O Bilal, when you passed two women whose men were killed?’
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And Safiya had seen in the dream and she was a bride with Kanana Bin Al-Rabie Bin Abu Al-
Hugyeq, that a moon had fallen in her lap. So, she presented her dream to her husband and
he said, ‘This is not except you are wishing for king of Al-Hijaz Muhammad=2%*"’, and she
slapped her face with such a slap her eye turned green from it. He came with her to Rasool-
Allah™®" and with her was the effect from it. Rasool-Allah*®"" asked her: ‘What is it?’ She
informed himsaww’,
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And he*®¥ send |bn Abu Al-Hugeyq to Rasool-Allahs®"¥ ‘Descend so | can speak to yousawW’,
Hes®WY said: ‘Yes’. He*®™" descended, and he reconciled with Rasool-Allah*®"¥ upon saving
the blood of the ones in their fortress from the fighters and leaving their offspring of their,
and they would exit from Khyber and its land with their offspring and vacate between Rasool-
Allah*®" and whatever was for them from the wealth, and land, and upon the yellow (gold)
and the white (silver), and the horses and mules, and upon the weapons and upon the clothes,
except the cloth upon the back of the person.
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And Rasool-Allah™=®"¥ said: ‘And I°*"" am free from you of the responsibility of Allah?*¥ and
responsibility of His#?" Rasool**"V. If you are concealing anything from me=®“%, the reconcile
upon that’. When the people of Fadak heard of what they had done what they had done, they
sent a message to Rasool-Allah*®Y asking him™®*% to expel them and save their blood and
they would vacate between him=®¥W and wealth. He**"" did so. And the from the ones who
walked between Rasool-Allah=®¥" and them during that was Muheysa Bin Masoud, one of the
clan of Haris.
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When the people of Khyber descended upon that, they asked Rasool-Allah=#¥" that he makes
them work upon the hand, and they said, ‘We are more knowing with it that you all are, and
working for it’. Rasool-Allah=®"% reconciled them upon the half, upon: ‘Whenever we so
desire we can expel you’, and the people of Fadak reconciled upon the like of that. So, the
wealth of Khyber was (distributed) booty between the Muslims, and Fadak in particular was
for Rasool-Allah®"" because they did not attack upon it, neither by horses nor riders.
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And when Rasool-Allah"" was assured, Zainab Bin Al-Haris Bin Sallam Bin Mishkam, and she
was a daughter of a brother of Marhab, gifted a grilled sheep to him=®"% and she had asked,
‘Which part of the sheep is most beloved to Rasool-Allah=®"¥?’ |t was said to her, ‘The
forearm’. So, she put a lot of poison in it, and poisoned the rest of the sheep, then came with
it. When she placed it in front of him™@WW heaWW gjying the forearm. He®W" took it, chewed
a piece from it and bit from it, and with him*2%" was Bishr Bin Al-Bara’a Bin Marour. Hes®WW
gave him a piece and he bit from it.
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Rasool-Allah=®"¥ said: ‘Raise your hands, for a shoulder of this sheep, I®"% am informed it is
poisoned. He®¥ called her and she acknowledged. He™®"" said: ‘What carried you upon
that?’ She said, ‘It reached me from my people what is not hidden to you™®¥, so | said, ‘If he
SaWW \was a Prophet™®WW, he“®W would be informed, and if he*®% was a king, | would be at
rest from him=aw¥_ Rasool-Allah=@"¥ overlooked from her, and Bishr Bin Al-Bara’a died from
his food, which he ate.
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He said, ‘And mother of Bishr Bin Al-Bara’a entered to see Rasool-Allah™®% to console him-
sSaWW during his®"¥ jllness in which he*®" passed away. He™®"% said: ‘O Umm Bishr! (The
effects of) of what I@%" ate at Khyber which I#%W ate at Khyber with your son has not ceased
to return to me@%“s, The time has come for my=®% gorta (my breading) to be cut’. The Muslim
are viewing that Rasool-Allah®"% passed away as a martyr along with what Allah®™ had
Honoured him*®"% with of the Prophet-hood.
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And Al-Jazry said in (the book) ‘Al-Nihaya’ in a Hadeeth of Khyber, ‘I°*"% will give the flag
tomorrow morning to a man who loves Allah?* and His#** Rasool**"%, and Allah** and His
32wl Rasool ™Y [ove him2%s, Allah?" will Grant victory upon his*"s hands’.
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The people spent that night in anticipation, i.e., discussing and tossing and turning regarding
the one he*®" would be handing it over to. And it is said, ‘The people fell into anticipation,
i.e., discussion and mingling’.
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And Al-Naha said, ‘He*®"" took the meat by the ends of the teeth and spat out the taken in
its entirety’.
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And it is reported from Majma’a Bin Haris Al-Ansari, and he was one of the reciters. He said,
‘We attended Al-hudaybiya with Rasool-Allah**%", When we left from it, there the people
were agitating the camels. Some of the people said to others, ‘What is the matter with the
people?’ They said, ‘It has been Revealed to Rasool-Allah=@"" We went out and found the
Prophet*®"¥ standing by his*®"" ride at Kara’a Al-Ghameem.
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When the people gathered to him=@WW, hesVW recited: Surely, We Opened for you a clear
victory [48:1], the Chapter. Umar said, ‘Is it a victory, O Rasool-Allah™s?WW?’ HeS®WW said: ‘Yes,
by the One?"i in Whose Hand is my®"" soul, it is surely a victory’. (The booty of) Khyber was
distributed upon the people of Al-hudaybiya, no one (else) was included in it except the ones
who had attended it.

Dismantling the Door of the Fort of Khyber:
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(The book) ‘Al-Kharaij Wa Al-Jaraih’ — ‘From his™=®¥W military expeditions — when he™saWw
travelled to Khyber Abu Bakr took the flag to the door of Khyber and battled them, but the
Jews attacked and he returned defeated accusing his companions of cowardice and they
accused him of cowardice. And when it was the next morning, Umar took the flag and went
out with them, then he returned accusing the people of cowardice.
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Rasool-Allah*®"" was angered and said: ‘What is the matter with the people returning
defeated accusing their companions of being cowards? But tomorrow morning I5®%W will give
the flag to a man who loves Allah#% and His®*"I Rasool*"¥, and Allah** and His?*¥ Rasool
sawW |gye him™$%s, a man who is an attacker not a fleer. He®%s will not return until Allah-22¥
Grants victory upon his@"s hands’.
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And Ali®"s was with sore eyes, so the entirety of the Emigrants and the Helpers elongated
(their necks) and said, ‘As for Ali®%s, he % cannot see anything, neither a coast nor a
mountain’. When it was the next morning, Rasool-Allah*"Y¥ came out from the tent and that
flag was in his*®"¥ hands, so he™®"¥ installed it and said: ‘Where is Ali®"s?’ It was said, ‘O
Rasool-Allah=2WWI He?"s s with sore eyes, blinded of both eyes’. He*®"¥ said: ‘Bring himasws
to mesaww’,
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They came with him@WYs being guided. Rasool-Allah*®"¥ opened his®"* eyes then applied
spittle in them, and it was as if Ali®*"* did not have sore eyes at all. Then he®"¥ said: ‘O Allah
azwil Remove from him?%s the heat and the cold. So, Ali®"s used to say: ‘1% did not find
after that, neither heat nor cold, neither in the summer nor in the winter’.
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Then he®™¥ handed the flag to him@%s and said to him#“s: ‘Travel among the Muslims to
the door of the fort and invite them to one of the three thing — either they enter into Al-Islam
and for them would be what is for the Muslims and against them would be whatever is against
them, and their wealth would be for them; or they submit to paying the tribute and the
reconciliation, and for they would be to guarantee and their wealth would be for them; or the
war. So, if they choose the war, then battle them’.
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He?@Ys took it (the flag) and went with it, and the Muslims were behind him™2s¥s, until heasws
came to the door of the fort. The guard of the Jews faced them, and in their front was Marhab,
rolling just as the camel tends to roll along. He®"s invited them to Al-Islam, but they refused.
Then he®"s called them to the guarantee, but they refused. So, Amir Al-Momineen?sVs
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attacked upon them and they were defeated in front of him#*%s, and they entered the fort

and returned (closed) its door’.
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And the door was of stone carved out of rock, and the door was of stone in that carved rock,
as if it was a millstone, and in the middle of it was a small hole. Amir Al-Momineen3s¥s threw
down his@%s bow from his®"s left hand and made his®"* left hand to be in that hole which
was in the middle of the rock beside the right hand, because the sword was in his?®"s right
hand, then he?®"s pulled it towards him?"$, and the carved rock collapsed and the door came
to be in the left hand.
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The Jews attacked upon him?®"Ys and he®%* made that (door) as a shield for him?"“s and
attacked upon them. He™@"s struck Marhab and killed him and the Jews were defeated from
in front of him™=s"s, At that, he®"s threw that rock (door) with his@"* |eft hand to behind him"
asws and the rock, which was the door passed over the heads of the people from the Muslims
until it fell at the end of the soldiers. The Muslims said, ‘We measured the distance which the
door went, and it was forty cubits. Then we gathered to the door in order to lift it from the
ground, and we were forty men, until we prepared for it that we lift it a bit from the ground”’.1°

The Strength of the Strike of Amir ul-Momineen on the
Day of Khyber:
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Al-Bursy in (the book) ‘Masharig Al-Anwaar’ said, ‘When Safiya came to Rasool-Allah™=®"% and
she was from the most beautiful of the people of face, he*®¥" saw a bruise in her face. He
SaWW s3id: ‘What is this, and you are a daughter of the king?’ She said, “‘When Ali®%s came to
the fort, he™®Ys shook the door, so the fort shook and the ones from the onlookers who were
upon it fell down and the bed trembled with me, so | fell down onto my face, and the side of
the bed bruised me’.

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™**%, P 3 Ch 22 H 30
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Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said to her: ‘O Safiya! Ali®"* is magnificent in the Presence of Allah??, and

when he®%s shook the door, the fort shook, and the seven skies and the seven earths shook,

and the Throne of the Beneficent shook in anger for (the support of) Ali-asWs’,
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And during that day, when Umar asked him™?"“s saying, ‘O Abu Al-Hassan@W%s! You=2sws
uprooted the fortress door and you™®"“s have been hungry for three days, so did you?@%s
uproot it with the strength of a mortal?’ He™"* said: ‘1°**¥* did not uproot it with the strength
of a mortal, but %S uprooted it with the Divine Strength, and my 2% soul was content with
meeting its Lord32V’,
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And during that day when he®"* had bisected Marhab into two pieces and welcome his two
parts, Jibraeel® came from the sky astonished. The Prophets®"¥ said to him™*: “‘What are you"
3 astonished from?’ He™ said: ‘The Angels are calling out in the Masjids of the skies:
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And as for my@ admiration, so when I was Commanded with destroying the people of Lut
as |3 carried their cities, and these were seven cities, from the seventh lowest firmament to
the highest seventh firmament, upon a feather from my® wing and raised it until the bearers
of the Throne heard the shouts of their roosters and the crying of their children, and |5®"W
paused with it up to the morning awaiting the Command, and I°**¥ did not feel the weight of
it.
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And today, when Ali®"s struck his%s Hashemite strike and exclaimed Takbeer, 1 was
Commanded to capture the strength of his®"* sword so that the earth would not be cleft
asunder and it would arrive to ‘Al-Sowr’ the carrier of it. He®"s bisected him into two sections,
and the earth would have overturned with its inhabitants. The strength of his@"“s sword was
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heavier upon me™ than the cities of Lut™s. This, and Israfeel® and Mikaeel®* had withheld
his@s%s forearm in the air (mid-strike)”.1!

Some additional Ahadith are cited in Appendixes I-III.

11 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™®%, P 3 Ch 22 H 37
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APPENDIX I:

Some Accounts of Battle of Khyber
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(The books) ‘Al-Managqib’ of Ibn Shehr Ashub (and) ‘Alam Al-Wara’ — Then Rasool-AllahsawW
sent after the military expedition of Khyber among what is reported by Al-Zuhry Abdullah Bin
Rawha among thirty riders, among them being Abdullah Bin Aneys, to Al-Bashir Bin Razam
the Jew, when it reached him=®"" that Ghatfan had gathered to battle with them (Muslims).
They came to hims™"Y and said, ‘Then sent us to yous®¥, O Rasool-Allah*®" in order to
utilise you™s®"Y upon Khyber’.
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They did not cease with it until he @Y sent in their pursuit among thirty men, there being a
stand by (reserve) from the Muslims with each of them. When they came to be six miles, Al-
Bashir regretted and inclined with his hand towards the sword of Abdullah Bin Aneys, but
Abdullah discerned him and he spurred on his camel, then stormed ushering with the people
until when he was enabled from Al-Bashir, he struck his leg cutting it, and Al-Bashir stormed
and in his hand was a piece of his flesh, and he struck the face of Abdullah with it and bruised
it fracturing and every Muslims inclined towards his stand-by and killed him, apart from one
man from the Jews who was very incapacitated, and they did not attain anyone from the
Muslims, and they arrived to Rasool-Allah™®"%  Rasool-Allah™®"% applied saliva in the bruise
of Abdullah Bin Aneys, and it did not hurt him until he died.
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And he™®W sent Ghalib Bin Abdullah Al-Kalby to the land of the clan of Marrah, and he killed
and captured.
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And he®"¥ send Ayayna Bin Hasan Al-Badry to the land of the clan of Anbar, and he killed
and captured.
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Then it was the expired Umrah in the year seven. Rasool-Allah*®"¥ and those who had
attended Al-hudaybiya with him=®% performed Umrah, and when that reached Quraysh,
they came out scattered. He™®"W entered Makkah and performed Tawaaf of the House
(Kabah) upon his*®"¥ camel and in his**"¥ hand was a staff to kiss the Black Stone with it, and
Abdullah Bin Rawha grabbed his=@"" rein and he said, (a poem), ‘Vacate, sons of Kafirs, from
his*®" way, vacate, for all goodness is in His® Rasool*®" — up to the end for has passed
from the couplets.
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And hes®™VW stayed at Makkah for three days, marrying Maymuna Bint Al-Haris Al-Hilaliya at
it, then he™®% went out, and she adopted with it with honour, and returned to Al-Medina,
and stayed with her until year eight entered” .

12 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™®", P3Ch 23 H 1
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APPENDIX II:

Returning of Jafar?®“s Ibn Abi Talib®** and Victory of
Khyber
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‘Ja’far?s¥s Bin Abu Talib™"s arrived from the land of Ethiopia and he®"“* was an emigrant at
it, and that was on the day of the conquest of Khyber. The Prophet*®¥ stood up and kissed
between his®"s eyes, then said: ‘I°*"% do not know with which of the two I*¥% am more
cheerful with, with the arrival of Ja’far®"s or with the conquest of Khyber”’ .13

13 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™®%, P 3 Ch 22 H 22
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APPENDIX IlI:

Replying to the Salam of people of Khyber
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‘Rasool-Allah*"¥ said: ‘If the people of Khyber want to meet you then do not initiate them
with the Salaam’. They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah=®"¥! |f they were to greet upon us, then what
should we respond to them with?’ He™®"¥ said: ‘And upon you’ ()&4& 5 Wa Alaykum)” .4

14 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™®%, P3 Ch 22 H 2
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