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In the Name of Allah™°?"I the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®?" Lord??" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=°"" and his*®"" Purified Progeny®"“, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Battle of Motah’

Summary:

The Battle of Motah (4534 8355, or 4554 8352) was a battle or skirmish fought in 8th year of Hijri,
near the village of Mu'tah, East of the Jordan River, in Karak, between the Muslim forces and
the forces of the Byzantine Empire and their Arab Christian Allies.
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And Abdullah Al-Hameed Bin Abu Al-Hadeed said in the commentary on (the book) ‘Nahj Al-
Balagah’ — It is reported by Al-Wagidy, from Umar Bin Al-Hakam who said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww
sent Al-Haris Bin Umar Al-Azdy in the year eight to the king of Busra with a letter. When he
descended at Motah, there presented to him Sharhabeel Bin Amro Al-Gasany. He said,

‘Where are you intending (to go to)?’ He said, ‘Syria’. He said, ‘Perhaps (you are) from the
messengers of Muhammad=®"¥', He said, ‘Yes’.
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He ordered with him to be bound, then brought him forward and struck off his neck, and no
messenger of Rasool-Allah*®"Y was killed apart from him, and that reached Rasool-Allah=2%V,
hes@¥W intensified upon it and called the people and gave them a choice with the killing of Al-

Haris.

Rasool Allah®"¥ dispatch soldiers to Al-Gasany;
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And it is reported by Al-Wagqgidy, by his chain from Zayd Bin Argam, ‘Rasool-AllahsaWww
addressed them (soldiers) and advised them saying: ‘1% advise you all with fearing Allah-2%
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and goodness with the ones from the Muslims with you. Battle in the Name of Allah* and
in the Way of Allah?¥, Fight the one who disbelieves in Allah? and neither be treacherous,
nor be excessive, nor kill children; and when you meet your enemies from the Polytheists,
then call them to one of the three, so whichever they answer you to, accept from them, and
refrain from them.
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Call them to enter into (the fold of) Al-Islam, and if they do so then accept and refrain. Then
call them to the transferring from their houses to a house of the emigrants, and if they do so,
then inform them that for them is what is for the emigrants and against them is what is against
the emigrants, and if they enter into Al-Islam and choose their houses, then inform them that
they would become like the Bedouins of the Muslims. The Judgment of Allah* would flow
upon them and there would not happen to be for them anything as the war booty and the
spoils, except that they will be fighting alongside the Muslims.
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If they refuse, then call them to give the tribute (taxes), so if they do so then accept from
them and refrain from them. But if they refuse then seek Assistance with Allah?*" and fight
them; and if you were to besiege the people of a fort or a city and they intend to descend to
you upon the Judgment of Allah®*¥, do not let them descend upon the Judgment of Allah32¥,
but descend them upon your decision, for you do not know whether you will hit the correct
Judgment of Allah#¥ regarding them or not.?
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‘From Al-Sadig@¥s: ‘He®"W made/appointed Ja’far®“s upon them, so if he®¥s is killed, then
Zayd, and if he is killed then Ibn Rawaha. Then they went out until they descended Ma’an and
it reached them that Hercules king of Rome has descended at Ma’arib among a hundred
thousand from the Romans and one hundred thousand from the Arabs’.?
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1 Bihar ul Anwaar, Vol. 21
2 Bihar ul Anwaar, Vol. 21
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And lbn Abd Al-Birr said in (the book) ‘Al-Istiyaab’ — ‘The age of Ja’far?®¥s on the day he®Ws
was killed was forty-one years”.3

Background:
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(The book) ‘Al-Manaqib of Ibn Shehr Ashub — Ibn Mahdi Al Mamatiri, in his gatherings — ‘The
Prophet™®"¥ wrote to Chosroe: ‘From Muhammad="¥ Rasool*™¥ of Allah#" to Chosroe Bin
Hurmuzd. As for after, become a Muslim, submit, or else be proclaimed with a war from

Allah#% and His?*"i Rasool**""': and the greetings be upon one who follows the Guidance
[20:47] .
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When the letter arrived to him, he tore it and belittled with it and said, ‘Who is this one calling
me to his*®¥ Religion, and he®"" begins with his*®¥* own name before my name?’, and sent
the soil to himsaww,
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HeaW said: ‘Allah " will Tear his kingdom just as he tore mys2W¥ |etter, and it is he would
be torn up; and he sends the soil to me™=®"%, but you (Muslims) will be ruling his soil (land)’.
So, it happened as he@"W said”.
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Al-Mawardy in (the book) ‘Alam Al-Wara — Chosroe wrote during the time to his office bearer
in Al-Yemen, ‘Woe be unto you, O Abu Mihran! Bring to me this one who had mentioned that
he®% is a Prophet™®%, and he*®Y begins with his*®¥ own name before my name, and calls
me to other than my religion’.
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3 Bihar ul Anwaar, Vol. 21.
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So, he sent Feyruz Al-Daylami among a group with a letter mentioning in it what Chosroe had
written with. So, Feyruz came with the ones with him and said to him*®"¥, ‘Chosroe has
ordered me to carry you™®"% to him’. He*®"" told him to wait for a night. When it was morning,
Feyruz presented induced. The Prophet sV said: ‘My2"" Lord?* Informed me™®"" that your
lord was killed last night. Allah-?* Caused his son Sheyrawiys to overcome upon him, at seven
hours from the night, therefore withhold until the news comes to you’.
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That scared Feyruz and left him™®"¥ and returned to Bazan and informed him. Bazan said to
him, ‘How did you find yourself to be when you entered to see him=¥W?’" He said, ‘By
Allah-#"i1 No one has knocked me down like this man’. The news of his killing arrived during
that night, of that time. They both became Muslims together” (An extract).?

Introduction:
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And it is reported by Al-Waqidy, by his chain from Zayd Bin Argam, ‘Rasool-Allah-swW
addressed them (the Muslim soldiers when dispatching) and advised them saying: ‘|s®"W
advise you all with fearing Allah?* and goodness with the ones from the Muslims with you.
Battle in the Name of Allah*" and in the Way of Allah-3", Fight the one who disbelieves in
Allah?™i and neither be treacherous, nor be excessive, nor kill children; and when you meet
your enemies from the Polytheists, then call them to one of the three, so whichever they
answer you to, accept from the, and refrain from them.
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Call them to entering into (the fold of) Al-Islam, and if they do so then accept and refrain.
Then call them to the transferring from their houses to a house of the emigrants, and if they
do so, then inform them that for them is what is for the emigrants and against them is what
is against the emigrants, and if they enter into Al-Islam and choose their houses, then inform
them that they would become like the Bedouins of the Muslims. The Judgment of Allah-2%

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 20, The book of our Prophet™*%, P3 Ch 21 H 7
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would flow upon them and there would not happen to be for them anything is the war booty
and the spoils, except that they will be fighting alongside the Muslims.
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If they refuse, then call them to giving the tribute (taxes), so if they do so then accept from
them and refrain from them. But if they refuse then seek Assistance with Allah-?% and fight
them; and if you were to besiege the people of a fort or a city and they intend to descend to
you upon the Judgment of Allah®*¥, do not let them descend upon the Judgment of Allah3¥,
but descend them upon your decision, for you do not know whether you will hit the correct
Judgment of Allah?" regarding them or not.

hulb N

o

rGa

ST 8 5880 T T8 56 80 06 % izl ooy 2 406 o & 05t 55055 23 &0 A 835 G0 J6

He said, ‘When Abdullah Bin Rawaha bade farewell to Rasool-Allah™®¥Y, he said to himas"s,
‘Instruct me with something | can preserve it from yous2YW’ Hesa"W said: ‘You will set foot in
a city tomorrow where few Sajdahs are performed, so frequent the Sajdahs’. Abdullah said,
‘Increase for me, O Rasool-Allahsa"WI’ HesawW s3id: ‘Mention Allah?™ for He?®™Wi will be
Assisting you upon whatever you seek’.
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He arose from his*®% presence until when he wanted to go, he returned and said, ‘O Rasool-
Allah2¥W! Allah®™¥ js a Planner, He®"V Loves the planning’. He™®"" said: ‘O Ibn Rawahal!
Whatever frustrates you, so you cannot do it. If you forget ten then be good with one’. Ibn
Rawaha said, ‘1 will not ask you™®" about anything after it”.

He said, ‘And it has been reported by Ja’far?%s Bin Muhammad "¢, from his@%s father?sWs
having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®¥ said: ‘The people have been Created from various trees
(lineages), and I*®"% and Ja’far@s¥s are from one tree’, or said: ‘From one essence (clay)”.
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And by the chain, said, ‘Rasool-Allah®"W said to Ja'far?W%s: ‘You®"s resemble my*®“¥ body
and my=@% manners”.
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And lbn Abd Al-Birr said in (the book) ‘Al-Istiyaab’ — ‘The age of Ja’far®%s on the day he?ws
was killed was forty-one years” .
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And it has been reported by Saeed Bin Al-Musayyab that Rasool-Allah™*®"¥ said: ‘They were
resembled for me*2WW Ja’far?®%s and Zayd and Abdullah in a tent of gems, each one of them
was upon a bed, and I®™¥ saw Zayd and Ibn Rawaha having a block in their necks, and [@%W
saw Ja'far®%s standing not having a scarf in him™@Ws,_ |52WW 3agked, and it was said to me™aWW,
‘These two, when they were overwhelmed by the death, turned away and blocked with their
faces, and as for Ja’far2"s, he®"s did not do so”’.
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And it reported from Al-Shabi who said, ‘I heard Abdullah son of Ja’far?®s saying, “‘Whenever
| asked my uncle®"Ys Ali®"s about something, and he®"“s prevented me, | would say to
him2sws ‘By the right of Ja’far®%“*, so he®"* would grant me”’.
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And it is reported that Rasool-Allah=®"%, when there came to him*2%" (the news of) killing of
Ja’far®Vs and Zayd at Motah, he™®™"" cried and said: ‘My*®"" two brothers and mysawWw
comforters and mys®"W discussers’.>

Brief account of the Battle of Motah:
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‘From Ja’fara¥s, from his®"s father?s*s having said: ‘When it was the day of Motah, Ja’far?Ws
was upon his@¥s horse. When they met (in battle), he®"“* descended from his@"“* horse and

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™"%, P 3 Ch 24 H 12
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hamstrung it with the sword, and he™®"s was the first one to hamstrung his?®"s horse in Al-
Islam” .6

Ao B ol 10 2 G
(The book) ‘Al-Kafi’ — Ali, from his father, from Al-Nowfali — similar to it.”
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‘From Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘When Ja’far?"“s Bin Abu Talib¥s died, Rasool-Allahsaww
instructed (Syeda) Fatima s to take food to Asma Bint Umays and her " womenfolk going
to her for three days. So, the Sunnah flowed with that food should be made for the family of
the deceased for three days”.®
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‘From Abu Abdullah™?"s having said: ‘While Rasool-Allah*®*" was in the Masjid when every
high ground was lowered for him=®"% and every low ground was raised for him**"%¥ until
he "W looked at Ja’far®¥s fighting the Kafirs. He®%s was killed. So, Rasool-Allah*®"% said:
‘Ja’far®¥s is killed and the pain seized him?*“s in his“* belly”’ (out of grief).?

6 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™®%, P 3 Ch 24 H 4
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet®™%, P3 Ch 24 H5
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™*", P3 Ch 24 H 6
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar —V 21, The book of our Prophet™"%, P 3 Ch 24 H 10
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Frequent Crying of Rasool Allah*?"" on Martyrs:
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(The book) ‘Man La Yahzar Al-Fageeh’ — Al-Sadig@** said: ‘The Prophet*®"%, when the (news
of) expiry of Ja’far?"s Bin Abu Talib?"* and Zayd Bin Haris came to him*®“¥, whenever hes"W
entered his*®W house, he**"" frequented the crying upon them both a lot, and was saying:
‘They used to discussed with me**"% and comfort me=®"%, and they are both gone”’.1°
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‘From Al-Sadig@s¥s: ‘He™®"W made/appointed Ja’far®“s upon them, so if he@"s is killed, then
Zayd, and if he is killed then Ibn Rawaha. Then they went out until they descended Ma’an and
it reached them that Hercules king of Rome has descended at Ma’arib among a hundred
thousand from the Romans and one hundred thousand from the Arabs’.!
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‘From Abu Ja’far?@¥s having said: ‘Ja’far®¥s was injured on that day and with him?"* were
fifty wounds, twenty five of these in his face”.!?

Abdullah@%s son of Ja’far®"“s said, ‘1 was protecting my mother when Rasool-Allah=s2%W
entered to see my mother and hes®"¥ gave the news of death of my father?"“s to her. | looked
at him*®"%¥ and hes®¥ was caressing upon my head and the head of my brother and his™saWW
eyes were rolling with tears until they wet his**¥ beard. Then he®¥ said: ‘O Allah32¥!
Ja’far®Ys has proceeded to You?™% to the excellent Rewards so Replace him2s%s in his@Wws
offspring with the best of what You??" have Replaced anyone from Your?™ servants in his
offspring’.

10 Bjhar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™®*V, P3 Ch 24 H 8
11 Bjhar ul Anwaar, Vol. 21
12 Bihar ul Anwaar, Vol. 21
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Then he*®WVY said: ‘O Asma! Shall I*"% give you glad tidings?’ She said, ‘Yes, may my father
and my mother (be sacrificed for you™%), O Rasool-Allahs"WI" He "W said: ‘Allah®?¥ has
Made two wings to be for Ja’far®¥s to fly with these in the Paradise’. She said, ‘Then let the
people know that’. Rasool-Allah*®"¥ arose and grabbed my hand caressing my head with
his*®"" hand until took me to the pulpit and made me to sit in front of him=®"¥ upon lower
step, and the grief was recognised upon himsawWw,
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And hes®"W said, | am™aWV 3 |ot [sorrowful] with his brother and cousin. Indeed! Ja’far?®"%s has
been martyred and two wings have been made to be for him to fly with these in the Paradise’.
Then he™®"W descended and entered his*®" house and entered me into it with him=2%% and
instructed for food to be cooked for me and sent a message to my brother. So, we had lunch
with him*®"¥ good food, Blessed, and we stayed for three days in his***Y house, going around
with him=@WW every time he™*®¥ went into house of any one of his*®¥ wives. Then we
returned to our house.
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Rasool-Allah*®"¥ came to us and | was bargaining for a sheep for a brother of mine, and heseww
said: ‘O Allah#Vil Bless for him in his dealings’. Abdullah said, ‘I did not sell anything nor
bought anything except there was Blessing in it for me”’.
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Al-Sadiq@"s said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®¥ said to (Syeda) Fatima?"“*: ‘Go and cry upon the son of

your@®Ws yncle®%s, so even if you®"s do not supplicate with heaviness (in your?%“s heart),
whatever you@"s say, you"s would have been truthful’.
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And Muhammad Bin Is’hag mentioned from Urwa who said, “When the companions of Motah
came Rasool-Allah*®"*¥ met them and the Muslims were with him*2%*%¥_ They went on pouring
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the soil upon them and saying, ‘O escapers, you have fled in the Way of Allah-?*iI’ Rasool-
Allahs"¥ said: ‘They aren’t fleers, but they are the attackers, if Allah#*¥ so Desires’” .3

The Crying over the Martyrs:
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‘From Ja’far®"s, from his@"s father?%s having said: ‘Ali®%* Bin Abu Talib?*"* said: ‘From us
there are seven, Allah®?i Mighty and Majestic Created them, He®" did not Create anyone in
the earth like them — From us is Rasool-Allah=@"" Chief of the former ones and the latter ones,
and seal of the Prophets™@s, and his*®""¥ successor?"s is the best of the successors®, and his
saww orandsons % are the best of the grandsons@"* Hassan®¥* and Husayn®*s, and chief of
the martyrs Hamza?%s, and one who flies along with the Angels Ja’far?%s, and Al-Qaim=2sws”’ 14
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(The book) ‘Al-Istiyaab’ — It is reported from the Prophet®"" having said: ‘Hamza?s"* is chief
of the martyrs’; and it is reported: ‘Best of the martyrs, and had you not found him=2s"s as
purified, 1™% would have neglected burying him?V%s until he®"Y would have been
resurrected from the bellies of the bird and the predators’, and he®"s and his®"“s companions
(bodies) had been trampled (by horses) on that day (of Ohad)’.
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He#%s said: ‘And Ja’far®%s Bin Abu Talib®"“* was the most resembling of the people with
Rasool-Allah*®"¥ in manners and physique, and Ja’far?“s was older than Ali®*"s by ten years,
and Ageel was older than Ja’far®"s by ten years, and Talib®"* was older than Ageel by ten
years; and Ja’far®"“s was from the first of the emigrants to emigrate to the land of Ethiopia.
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13 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 21, The book of our Prophet™®", P3 Ch 24 H 9
14 Bijhar Al-Anwaar — V 22, The book of our Prophet™**, P4 Ch 5 H 24
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And he™®"Ys arrived from it to Rasool-Allah*®% when Khayber had been conquered. The
Prophet™®"¥ met him#%* and hugged him?"s and said: ‘I°**" do not know which of the two
[@"W am more happier, with the arrival of Ja’far®¥s or with the conquest of Khayber; and his
asws and his™@"s companion’s arrival from the land of Ethiopia was during the year seven from
the emigration, and Rasool-Allah™®"¥ |ined up (the companions) for him?s¥s to the side of the
Masjid.
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Then there was the military expedition of Motah in the year eight from the emigration, and
he@¥s fought in it until both his®"Ys hands were cut off, then he®"* was killed. Rasool-Allah
saww said: ‘Allah®V Replaced him2“s with two wings he?®%s is flying with in the Paradise
wherever he™®"Ys so desires to. So, from then, it is said for him?"“s ‘Zul-Janahayn’ (One with
two wings)”.
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And from Salim Bin Abu Al-Ja’ad who said, ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ saw in the dream Ja’far?W%s Bin
Abu Talib@"s with two wings stained with the blood”.
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And from Ibn Umar who said, ‘We found what is between the chest of Ja’far?%s and his?sws
shoulders and what faces from it, ninety injuries, what is between the strike of the sword, and
stab of the spear. And when the news of expiry of Ja’far®"“s came to the Prophets®WW, his-asws
wife Asma Bint Umays came, and he*®"¥ consoled her regarding her husband Ja’far®"s; and
(Syeda) Fatima™®“* came and she®%* was crying and saying: ‘Waah uncle!” Rasool-Allah-sa"WW
said: ‘Upon the likes of Ja’far®"s, let the crying ones cry”’.
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And from Ali®"s: ‘The Prophet™®V said to Ja’far®%s: ‘You@%s resemble my*®"¥ physique and
my @YW manners, O Ja’far@ws!”
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And from Ibn Abbas who said, ‘Rasool-Allah™a¥" said: ‘Last night I*"% entered the Paradise
and therein was Ja’far®"s flying around along with the Angels, and there was Hamza s with
hiss%s companions”’. 1
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‘Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn@%s, Chief of the worshippers looked at Ubeydullah Bin Abbas son of

Ali@%s Bin Abu Talib®"*s, and suddenly burst out crying, then said: ‘There was no day severer

upon Rasool-Allah*®"¥ than the day of Ohad. His®"Y uncle®"s Hamza?*"s Bin Abdul Muttalib

asws \was killed during it, lion of Allah"#¥ and lion of His®% Rasool*®*%; and after it the day of

Motah, son of his®"¥ uncle®"s Ja’far?¥s Bin Abu Talib?*"* was killed during it’.
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Then he®%s said: ‘And there is no day like the day of Al-Husayn?*"s. He®Ws was attacked upon
by thirty thousand men claiming to be from this community, all of them trying to get closer
to Allah?® Mighty and Majestic by (shedding) his?Ys blood, and he?"s, by Allah?*¥, was
reminding them. They did not take the preaching until they killed him2s¥s, with rebellion, and
injustice, and aggression’.
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Then heYs said: ‘May Allah?*¥ have Mercy on Al-Abbas, for he preferred, and was afflicted,
and ransomed his"s brother?s¥s until his®"s two hands were cut off, so Allah-?*I Mighty and
Majestic Replaced these with two wings, he@%s flies with them along with the Angels in the
Paradise just as He® had Made for Ja’far?®%s Bin Abu Talib®%s, and that for Al-Abbas?%s
Blessed and Exalted there is a status the entirety of the martyrs would envy him=2s"s for it on
the Day of Qiyamah”’.1®
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