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In the Name of Allah=? the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah™°?" Lord°?" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=*"* and his*®"" Purified Progeny ", and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Battle of Siffeen’

Summary:

Muawiya Gathers Syrians for Usman’s Revenge

The narrator of the Hadith said: After they failed to defeat Ali®"* at battle of Jamal, Muawiya
(who was the ruler of Syria) called the reciters of the (holy Quran) of Syria, gave them money
and sent them to different areas in Syria. They reported false reports and taught them false
principles. They lied, informing them that Ali®"s killed Usman?! and that Muawiya is seeking
the blood (revenge) for Usman. With them were the children of Usman, this helped to
convince the people of Syria to agree.

Muawiya continued this for twenty years, to the extent that the young grew up, and the
grown ones became elderly. He gave his agents of falsehood (the oppressors spreading lies)
wealth, land and food and drink. And the people of Syria stopped cursing Satan™ and started
cursing Ali®"s, and they were saying, ‘Curse be upon Ali®"s the murderer of Usman’
(nouzobillah). The ignorant ones accepted that and their misguidance lead them to the Fire.
Sufficient for us is Allah?®¥ and He#¥ the best Disposer. Had He* so Wished, He"#" could
have Gathered them on the path of the guided, but Allah® Does what that He®" so
Desires.?

The Battle of Siffeen occurred between Muawiya and his people and Amir-ul-Momineen=2sVs
and his companionsin Syria.

The Battle

The narrator of the Hadith says | asked Sulaym (lbn Qais Hillali) ‘Did you witness (the battle
of) Siffeen?’ He said, ‘Yes’.

! The first and second Muslim caliphs
2 Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al Halali— H 22
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| asked, ‘How old were you then?’ He said, ‘Forty years’. | said, ‘Tell me about it, may Allah"
azwji have Mercy on you’. He said, ‘I have forgotten many things, but | cannot forget this event’.

Then he wept and said, ‘We were aligned in our rows when Maalik Al-Ashtar (another
companion) came out on his horse. He moved so that he was standing between the two rows
facing us, with his back towards the people of Syria. He Praised Allah?¥, sent greetings upon
the Prophet™®" and said, ‘What happens is from the Judgement of Allah?" and His??i
Power, He®" has Gathered us on this spot of earth for this and His#" Commands have been
Issued.

We are led by the Chief of the Muslims- Amir-ul-Momineen@%s, He®"s js the best of the
successors™, the son®Ys of the uncle® of our Prophet*®" and his™®“ brother?"“s, and
inheritor. Our swords are the swords of Allah?¥, but the leader of the Syrian army is the son
of the liver-eater (Muawiya son of Hinda) and a shelter for hypocrisy, leading them all to the

misery and the Fire. And we are hopeful that by killing them we will be Rewarded by Allah3?%

whilst they are awaiting the Punishment.

So, when the fighting erupts and horses wander by our dead and their dead, we will be
hopeful for the Help of Allah??¥, So do not listen to anything except for the sounds of the
swords and the horses. O you people, lower your gaze and clench your teeth for it is intense,
striking the head (of an opponent) and turn your face towards their faces. With the sword in
your right hand, strike their heads and stab your spear into their hearts’.

Then the people met (in battle) and between them was a great fight. 70,000 of the well-known
Arabs were killed. And the event lasted from sunrise until a third of the night had gone by. No
one from the army prostrated to Allah®¥ for their Prayers at Midday (Al-Zohr), Mid-
afternoon (Al-Asr), Evening (Al-Maghrib) and at Night (Al-Isha) Prayers.

The narrator of the Hadith said, ‘I heard Ali®%s say on the Day of Al-Jamal and the Day of Al-
Siffeen: ‘1% could either fight against what Allah#?¥ has Sent down, or 1% can fight in the
Way of Allah® and command the doing of the good and forbid the evil. 1% chose to fight
in the Way of Allah#?% against the disbelief (Al-Kufr). The disbelievers (Kafirs) face the chains
in the Fire of Hell. I*% have continuously been oppressed since the passing away of Rasool-
Allah™aW Had I*"s found helpers (enough companions) before today 1" would have fought
and it would have not been possible for me?$** to be seated (and not fight). And the Book and
the Sunnah (would have been shared by the people) just as I**** have found today."

The narrator of the Hadith has said: “‘When Ali®*"* met the enemies on the day of Battle of Al-
Jamal, Siffeen, and Al-Nahrwaan, he®"s turned towards the Qiblah (Kabah) whilst on his?sWs
grey mule (which was a mule similar to that of Rasool-Allah=2"%) and he®"* said: ‘Our Allah
awi] The hands are extended towards You™@™¥, and the eyes are raised, and the hearts are
opened up, and the feet have stepped ahead (towards You??¥). Our Lord??! Grant victory

3 Kitab Sulaym Ibn Qais Halali, H. 53.
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to us and to our people by the truth, and You®" are the best in Granting victory’, and hes"s
had his@"s hands raised, and his®"s companions responded by saying ‘Ameen’.*

A Deceptive letter of Muawiya to Amir-ul-Momineen®"*

The Syrian was losing and ran away. When Muawiya heard, he was overcome with panic. He
called Amro Bin Al-A’as and said, ‘O Amro, this is the night before he%* attacks us, so what
do you see?’ He said, ‘I see that our men have been killed, that those that remain will not be
able to stand up to Ali’s " men and that you are not like Ali®%s, He®"s is fighting you based
upon the Command and you are fighting him™s¥s over something else, and you intend to keep
what you have whereas he " intends for you to lose all of this. The people of Syria do not
fear his@®"s victory as much as the people of Iraq fear your victory over them. (So, in my
opinion), propose to them a deal that they have to accept. Call them to the Book of Allah-32%,
and raise the Qurans upon spears, so you will achieve your needs. | have been thinking and
refining this idea for you’. Muawiya understood and said, ‘You have spoken the truth, but |
think I can deceive Ali®%s, Amro laughed and said, ‘O Muawiya, you want to deceive Ali@sVs?’,

‘So Muawiya wrote a letter to Ali®¥s which said, ‘If only you™"s (and I) had known that the
battle would reach this stage- that one of us would not be able to overcome the other, even
if the intellect of one of us may be greater. But what has passed has passed and we should
put right what remains. | asked you for Syria on the condition that it would not require
obedience to you nor allegiance. You refused but Allah-#" Gave it to me when you®"s had
not. And | am calling you®"s today for what | called you?" for yesterday, for you®"* are not
hopeful for me staying but | am hopeful for it, nor do you™"s fear the destruction, but | fear
it. By Allah®™¥, our men have gone and we have softened. And we are the children of Abd
Manaaf, there is no preference for one of us over another; an honourable one is not to be
disgraced, nor is a disgraced one to be enslaved. Greetings.

The answer of Amir ul-Momineen®“* to the letter of
Muawiya

Sulaym said, ‘When Ali"®¥s read his letter, he smiled and said, ‘1°*"s wonder why Muawiya is
trying to deceive me@®"*’, So he®"s called his"s writer Ubeydullah Bin Abu Raf’a and said
to him: ‘Write!’

‘Your letter came to me™@%s in which you mentioned that, ‘If only you™"s (and 1) had known
that the battle would reach this stage- that one of us would not be able to overcome the
other’, and I®%* and you — O Muawiya — are upon a destination which we will not reach to
afterwards. As for your seeking Syria, 1% will not give it to you today in the same way that
I#s%s did not give to you yesterday. And as for us being in fear and hope, you have spent (your

4 Kitab Sulaym Ibn Qais Halali, H. 59.
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life) in doubt as I have lived knowing what is certainly the truth (Yageen). The people of
Syria are as greedy for the world as the people of Iraq are for the Hereafter. And as for your
words, ‘And we are the children of Abd Manaaf, there is no preference for one of us over
another’, that is what we are, but Umayya is not like Hashim™@®, nor is Harb like Abdul
Muttalib®, nor is Abu Sufyan like Abu Talib@s, nor is a hypocrite like a believer nor is the
falsehood like the truth. In our?®"“s hands is the preference of Prophet-hood with which we2sWs
govern the Arabs and bind the non-Arabs by it’. Greetings’'.

Amro Bin Al-A’as Teases Muawiya

When the letter of Ali®*¥* ended up with Muawiya, he hid it from Amro. When Amro found
out, he humiliated him over it as he had told him not to write a letter to begin with. And
there was no one from the Quraysh who had greater respect for Ali®"s than Amro after the
day in which he®%* made him to fall down from his ride.

Amro said (in a poem), ‘O son of Hinda (Muawiya), it is dark what you desire — it is not for you
when there is Ali@%s, He#%s has struck iron with iron, and you hope to deceive him?%“s, And
you are hopeful of scaring him"“s by starting a war. The hair on the heads of children goes
grey at the prospect of it. And you have spoken to him with the words of a beggar, (like a)
weak heart with its blood vessels being cut off. You sought Syria which should have been
enough for you O son of Hinda. Even if he®%s were to give it to you, it will not increase your
honour.?

5 Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al Halali—H 34
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The battle Continues

Sulaym (the narrator of the Hadith) says: ‘When Ali®*s and his companions passed by a group
of Syrians from Muawiya’s camp, he®"* heard them were making offensive remarks against
him™2sWs, He@Ws halted his¥* companions and said: ‘Go to them in a polite manner and with
righteous attitude and maintain the dignity of Al-Islam.

Indeed, they are the worst in the ignorance to Allah"#%, their rudeness and delusion shows
that their leader is Muawiya. Before today they did not fight against me?*"* or verbally attack
me2sWs, |-3Ws ysed to call them towards Al-Islam and they would call me to worship idols. So,
Praise be to Allah®™%i , | leave this matter to Allah?2%i , He?2% will deal with the mischievous
hypocrites who we saw unsatisfied and ungrateful to Islam. They deceived this community
and made their hearts drink the love of ‘Fitna’ (rebellion) and attracted their desires towards
the falsehood. So they established the war against us in order to extinguish the Light of
Allah?™, “[61:8] and Allah will perfect His light, though the unbelievers may be unwilling.”

Then AliYs said: ‘These ones will not move away from this position of theirs unless they are
challenged until their hearts fly out and bones are broken and wrists fall off, and until their
foreheads are knocked by iron and their bones are crushed in their chests, and their chins and
their collar bones are pulled out. Where are the people who seek the Hereafter?’

Muhammad Al-Hanafiyya takes four thousand against Muawiya’ army

Approximately 4000 people were ready to fight with Ali-#"¥s, He®"s called upon Muhammad
Bin Al-Hanafiyya and said: ‘O my?" son, walk towards this flag with a slow walk until your
spear heads are close to piercing their chests.” Ali®%s prepared them. Muhammad and the
others pierced the enemy’s chests with spears, killing most of them.®

The Battle Ends

When the army of Amir-ul-Momineen®"Ys was about to reach the camp of Muawiya,
Muawiya’s army brought holy Quran on the heads of the spears and asked for settlement on
the Book of Allah#¥ and pleaded for ceasefire, based on the advice of Amro Bin Al-A’as. So,
the battle of Siffeen was stopped in the favour of negotiation, without producing any result.

6 Kitab Sulaym Bin Qays Al Halali— H 35
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‘When Ali-®%s controlled the water at Siffeen, then he®"* listened to the people of Syria of
the participation in it, and the apportionment of its use for their hearts, he®%* remained for
days not sending any one to Muawiya nor did anyone come to him from Muawiya, and he@sWs
delayed his@"s permission to them for the fighting, and they said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen2s¥s|
We have left behind our offspring and our womenfolk at Al-Kufa. Give permission to us in
fighting the people, for the people are saying so’.
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Ali®%s said: “What are they saying?’ He said, ‘From them is a speaker, they are thinking that
you @ dislike the war, being abhorrent to the death, and from them is one who thinks you"
asws gre in doubt regarding fighting the people of Syria’.
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He@%s said: ‘And when have 1% been abhorrent to the war at all? It is from the surprising

matters my 2" love for it as a boy, and as a young man, and my2"“s abhorrent for it as an old

man after depletion of the age, and nearer to the time (of death). And as for my?"s doubts

regarding the people (of Syria), if I**"* were to be in doubt regarding them, 1% would be in

doubt regarding the people of Al-Basra.
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By Allah-2%l |3%s have struck this matter on the back and belly (looked at all options), but
I#s%s could not find what would be a leeway for me?"s except for the fighting, or that |5V
disobey Allah?? and His®*" Rasool“®"W, But, I*"s am assisted by the people, perhaps they
would be guided or a section of them would be guided, for Rasool-Allah®"W had said to
me s on the day of Al-Khyber: ‘If Allah?** were to Guide one man through you2"s, it would
be better for you@"s than whatever the sun emerges upon”.
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Nasr Bin Muzahim (reporter) said, ‘Ali®¥¢ sent Bashar Bin Amro and Saeed Bin Qays and
Shabas Bin Rabie to Muawiya. He®"* said: ‘Go to this man and invite him to the obedience,
and the unity, and to following the Commands of Allah-3"¥ the Glorious’.
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Shabas said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen@%s! Will you™@"s not feed him some authority he can be
in-charge of it, and a status to be for him by it, in consequence with you?®"“s that he would
pledge allegiance to you@sWs?’
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He s said: ‘Go to him now and meet him, and present arguments to him, and consider what
his view is regarding this’.
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They entered to see him. Bishr Bin Amro Bin Mihsan began by praising Allah-?" and extolling
upon Him22¥, and said, ‘As for after, O Muawiya! The world is declining from you and you are
returning to the Hereafter and Allah?*¥ will be Recompensing you due to your work, and
Reckon with what you have sent ahead, and | adjure you with Allah?*¥ not to separate a group
of this community, and spill its blood between them’.
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Muawiya cut off his speech and said, ‘Why don’t you advise your Master?"s?’ He said, ‘Glory
be to Allah?i! My Master®"s is not (to be) advised. My Master?"“s isn’t like you. My
Mastera%s ijs most rightful of the people with this command regarding the merits, and the
religion, and the precedence in Al-Islam, and the relationship from the Rasool*®"%’,
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Muawiya said, ‘So what is that which you are saying?’ He said, ‘I invite you to fear your
Lord?™, and answer to the son“s of your uncle™ to what he?®"s s calling you to, from the
truth, for it would be safer for you in your religion and better for you in end-result of your
matter’. He said, ‘And suspend the blood of Usman? No, by the Beneficent, | will not do that,
ever!’
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Saeed Bin Qays went to speak, but Shabas Bin Rabie interject. He praised Allah??* and
extolled upon Him#2", then said, ‘O Muawiya! | have understood what you responded to Ibn
Mihsan. It is not hidden unto us from you are seeking. You will not find anything to deviate
the people with, and incline their opinions with except if you say to them, ‘Your leader has
been killed as unjust, so come, we shall seek his blood’.
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The lowly, riffraff, abject mob have answered to you, and we have known that you had
delayed the help from him (Usman) and had loved for him to be killed for this status which
you are seeking, and sometime there is a matter you seek and Allah?* Turns it to something
else, and sometime you are given hope and you hope for it, and sometimes you are not given
it, and by Allah?¥ there is no good for you in even one of these.
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By Allah#1 If you err in what you are desiring, you would be of evilest states of the Arabs,
and if you are correct what you are hoping for, you will not attain it until you become
deserving of arriving to the Fire. Fear Allah-**"i, O Muawiya! Leave what you are upon and do
not dispute the command against its rightful one’.
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Muawiya praised Allah?" and Extolled upon Him?" and said, ‘As for after, surely the first of
what you are known with is your foolishness and lightness of your forbearance. A chief of his
people of noble descent has cut you to be upon this his®%s area, then afterwards you rebuked
regarding what there is no knowledge for you with it, and you have lied and blamed.
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O you Bedouin, the villain, the rude in all what you described, leave from my presence, for
there wouldn’t be anything between me and you all except the sword’, and he was angry. The
group went out and Shabas was saying, ‘Is it upon us to dramatize with the sword? But, by
Allah?2¥1 We shall hasten it to you”.
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Nasr (the narrator) said, ‘And readers of the people of Al-Irag and readers of the people of
Syria came out and they encamped in an area of Siffeen among thirty thousand, and the
soldiers of Ali-@%s were at the water and soldiers of Muawiya had paused at the water as well,
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and the readers walked in front of Ali®*"* and Muawiya — from them were Ubeyda Al-Salmany,
and Algama Bin Qays Al-Nakhaie, and Abdullah Bin Utba, and Ammar Bin Abdul Qays.
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They entered unto Muawiya and said, ‘O Muawiya! What is that which you are seeking?’ He
said, ‘I seek the blood of Usman’. They said, ‘From who are you seeking the blood of Usman?’
He said, ‘I seek it from Ali®%, They said, ‘Or did Ali®%s kill him?’ He said, ‘Yes, he®"s is his
killer, and has sheltered his killer’.
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They left from his presence and entered unto Ali®*"* and said, ‘Muawiya claims that you@s%s
killed Usman’. He®"s said: ‘O Allah?| He is lying upon me3%s! [3%s did not kill him’.

VG 5 5ol 38 o A8 255 1 0 JUS 8952 B ylas ) 1355

They returned to Muawiya and informed him. He said, ‘If he®** did not happen to have killed
him by his®"Ys hands, so he®%* had instructed and dictated (it)’.
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They returned to him™?"s and said, ‘He claims you™"s, if you™?"* did not happen to have killed
him by your?®W%s hands, so you™"s had instructed and dictated upon the killing of Usman’.
He 2" said: ‘O Allah??! He is lying in what he says’.
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They returned to Muawiya and said, ‘Ali"®%s claims that he"* did not do it’. Muawiya said, ‘If
he@%s was truthful, then let him#%s guide us to the ones who killed Usman, for they are
among his soldiers, and his"* army, and his®"* companions, and his@%s supporters’.
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They returned to Ali®"* and said, ‘Muawiya is saying to you™"s, ‘If yous¥s were truthful, then
hand over to us the killers of Usman, or enable us from them’”’. He®"s said to them: ‘The

group had interpreted the Quran upon him, and the sectarianism occurred, and they killed
him in his authority, and there isn’t any retaliation upon their strikes’.
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Muawiya disputed with Ali®*"s, Muawiya said to them, ‘If the matter happened just as you
are claiming, then why was the command cut off from us without there being any consultation
from us, nor from the ones who are here with us’.
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Ali®"s said: ‘The people followed the Emigrants and the Helpers, and they are witnesses of
the Muslims in the country to their rulers, and are commanders of their religion. They were
pleased with me®"* and pledged allegiance to me®"s, and it isn’t possible that I should
leave Muawiya striking judgments upon this community and riding (upon) them, and splitting
their stick’.
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They returned to Muawiya and informed him with that. He said, ‘It isn’t as they are saying.
What is the matter with the ones over here, from the Emigrants and the Helpers, they were
not included in this matter?’
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They left to go to him™@"s and informed him2s¥s with his words. He®"* said: ‘Woe be unto you
all! These are the participants besides the companions, and there isn’t any participant of Badr
except he had pledged allegiance to me™®"“s and he is with me™®"s, or is standing and is
pleased, so do not let Muawiya deceive you all from yourselves and your religion”.
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Nasr (the narrator) said, ‘They corresponded with that for three months — Rabbi Al-Akhar and
the two Jumadis (Awwal and Akhar), and they were panicking with that alarm in what was
between these, and were marching to each other, and the readers were confined between
them’.
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Nasr (the narrator) said, ‘And Abu Amama Al-Bahily, and Abu Al-Darda’a came out and
entered to see Muawiya. They said, ‘O Muawiya! Upon what are you fighting this man

(Ali@sws)? By Allah22¥il He@%s js ahead of you in being a Muslim, and more rightful than you
with this command, and closer from Rasool-Allah®"%, so upon what are you fighting him2sws?’

o) vfuﬁ o i 2 J9 6T 5 i 2 60wl 0100 0 T B0 0L s e bl J6
He said, ‘I am fighting him2*"* upon the blood of Usman, for he®"s is sheltering his killers. Tell

him™@%s to guide us to the ones who killed him, and | would be the first one from the people
of Syria to pledge allegiance to him@sws’,
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They went to Ali®*"s and informed him@s¥s, HeYs said: ‘But rather he is seeking the ones you
see’. Twenty thousand and more came out, clad in iron, nothing could be seen from them
except for the eyes, and they said, ‘We all killed him, so if they desire, let them blame that on

7

us.

SEIIS. ;WJ J.k;—th.l&’\;aj Nqumwﬁ ¢ o8I & !w\JWthH;w;JJJu usjuw us»f
J&jﬁw&dw\f)t bbw&ﬁuﬂ‘&l&ﬁmQ\A.‘MJWQ'F,P\J‘CJU\M‘MJ

Abu Amama and Abu Al-Darda’a went out and did not witness anything from the fighting until
when it was (month of) Rajab, and Muawiya feared that the readers would pledge allegiance
to Ali®%s, he strived in the plotting and wrote (in a letter tied to an arrow), ‘From a servant of
Allah#, the adviser. | am informing you all that Muawiya intends to burst the Euphrates
upon you and drown you all, so take your caution’. Then he shot the arrow among the soldiers
of Ali-asws,
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The arrow fell into the hands of a man, and he read it, then his companion read it. When the
ones in front and back had read it, they said, ‘This one is an adviser to us, writing to you all
informing you with what Muawiya intends’. The arrow did not cease to be read and raised
until it was raised to Ali@sws,
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And Muawiya sent a detachment and the men from the workers came to a point of the river
having the spades and the pick-axes in their hands digging therein by the horses of soldiers of
AliasWs He@Ws said: ‘Woe be unto you! That which Muawiya is trying to do will not be straight
for him, nor has he the strength upon it. But rather, he is intending to remove you from your
positions, so end from that and leave him’.

P
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They said to him2s%s, ‘By Allah??¥, they are digging! By Allah?*I, we should be departing, and
if you®Ws so desire, you™®"s stay’. They departed and ascended with their soldiers for a whole,
and Ali#¥s departed among the last of the people and he™®%s was saying: ‘If %Y were to obey
a gang of my®"s people to a corner of Al-Yamama or Syria, but " would be killed if 19"
were to conclude a matter opposite to the views of the mob’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Muawiya departed until he descended at the army camp of Ali®"s in
which he™"Ys was in.
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Ali®"s called Al-Ashtar and said, ‘Didn’t you and Al-Ash’as overcome me@*"* upon my % view
with both your view?’ Al-Ash’as said, ‘I shall suffice you@%“s, O Amir Al-Momineen@"s, | will
be curing what | have spoilt today from that’. He gathered (clan of) Kinda and said to them,
‘O community of Kinda! Neither shame me today nor disgrace me, for rather | shall be facing
the people of Syria with you today’.
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An infantry came out with him walking, and in his hand was a spear of his, casting it into the
ground and saying, ‘Walk a measurement of this spear of mine’. They walked. He did not cease
to measure out the ground for them with his spear and they were walking with him, until he
came to Muawiya, in the midst of the clan of Suleym paused at the water, and the near ones
of his soldiers came to him. They fought a severe battle upon the water for a time.
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And the early ones of the people of Al-Iraq came and descended, and Al Ashtar came among
an army from the people of Al-Irag and attacked upon Muawiya, and Al-Ash’as was battling
in another area. Muawiya aligned among the clan of Suleym and they returned the faces of
his camels for a measurement of three Farsakhs. Then he descended and the people of Syria
placed down their loads, and Al-Ash’as came down and he was saying, ‘Have | pleased you®",
O Amir Al-Momineen?®%s?’ And Al-Ashtar said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen?%s! Allah??¥ has
Overcome upon the water for you=s"s”,
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Nasr (the narrator) said, ‘And each one from Ali"®%s and Muawiya, the noble man came out
among a group and fought his like, and they were disliking to march with the entire legion

fearing the overcoming and the destruction. So, the people fought (month of) Zul Hijja, all of
it. When it expired, they called out that they should refrain from each other until Al-
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Muharram (a sacred month) passed by, perhaps Allah#**i would Flow the reconciliation or
unity. The people refrained from each other during Al-Muharram”’.”
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‘When they had bid farewell to (month of) Al-Muharram, the messages were interchanged
between the two men wishing for the reconciliation. Ali®*"s sent Uday Bin Hatim and Shabas
Bin Rabie and Yazeed Bin Qays and Ziyad Bin Khasfa to Muawiya. When they entered unto
him, Uday Bin Hatim praised Allah®*¥i and extolled upon Him#" and said, ‘As for after, we
have come to you to call you to a matter Allah-#" would Unite our words with it and Secure
us and Save the blood of the Muslims.
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We call you to the most superior of the people in precedence, and of the best impact in Al-
Islam, and the people have united to him?%s, and Allah* has Guided them with that which
they have seen and received. So, there does not remain anyone apart from you and the ones
with you. So, end it O Muawiya, before Allah?*I Afflicts you and your companions with the
like of the day of the camel’.
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Muawiya said to him, ‘It is as if you have rather come to threaten and did not come for
reconciliation. Far be it, O Uday! | am a son of Harb, there will not be hastening for me with
the movement. But, by Allah"®, you are from the fetchers against Usman, and you are from
the ones who killed him, and | wish that you be from the ones whom Allah?2¥ Kills’.
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Shabas Bin Rabie and Ziyad Bin Khasfa said to him, and they contended with one speech, ‘We
have come to you regarding what would reconcile us and you, but you have turned to strike
the examples for us. Leave what does not benefit from the words and the deeds, and answer
us regarding what is meaningful to us and you in benefit’.

7 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 394 a
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And Yazeed Bin Qays spoke. He said, “We did not come to you except to deliver that which we
have been sent with to you, and for us to deliver from you what we hear from you, and we
will not leave advising to you, and we shall mentioned what we think there is an argument
upon you in it, or that it would return you to the community and the unity. Our Master?"s is
someone you know, and the Muslims recognise his"* merits, and | do not think it is hidden
from you.
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The people of religion and the merits cannot equate you with Ali®", nor is there any
comparison between you and him3"Ys, so fear Allah®¥, O Muawiya, and do not oppose
Ali#vs, for by Allah?™, we have not seen any man more learned with the piety nor more
abstemious in the world, nor with a collection of all the good characteristics, than him=2sw,
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Muawiya praised Allah#¥i and extolled upon Him?"i and said, ‘As for after, you are calling to
the unity and the obedience. As for that which you are calling to, so it is good, and as for the
obedience to your Master?"s, surely, we cannot agree with it. Your Master?"* has killed our
caliph and divided our community, and sheltered ones we can avenge from, and our killers,
and your Master®"s is claiming that he®"Ys did not kill him. We shall not refer that upon
him@%s, What is your view of the killers of our companion (Usman)? Don’t you know they are
companions of your Master?®%s? Let him¥s hand the mover to us so we can kill them for it,
and we shall answer to the obedience and the unity’.
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Shabas said to him, ‘Would it make you happy, O Muawiya, if you were to be enabled from
Ammar Bin Yasser and kill him?’ He said, ‘And what would prevent me from that? By Allah-22!
If your Master?®"“s were to enable me from Ibn Sumayya (Ammar), | would not kill him for
Usman, but | would kill him for Na’il a slave of Usman’.
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Shabas said, ‘And God?* of the sky would not Straighten a converted. And no, by the One=?"i
Who, there is no god except He?"il You will not (be able to) arrive to kill Ibn Yasser until the
worries falls off from the middle-aged men (a metaphor) and the earth straitens the
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atmosphere upon you with its vastness’. Muawiya said, ‘When that happens, it would be
narrower upon you’.
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Then the group returned from Muawiya. Then he Ziyad Bin Khasfa from between them. He
entered to see him. Muawiya praised Allah®" and extolled upon Him3¥, then said, ‘As for
after, O brother of Rabie! Ali®"s has cut off our relationships, and killed our leader, and has
sheltered the killers of our companion (Usman), and | am asking you for the help against
him2%s with your family and your clan, for you upon me is a Pact of Allah® and His??¥
Covenant, when | prevail, | shall make you in-charge of whichever two cities you like’.
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Ziyad said, ‘When Muawiya had finished his speech, | praised Allah®¥ and extolled upon
Him22, then said, ‘As for after, | am upon a proof from my Lord®" and with what Allah3?¥
has Favoured upon me, so I will never be a backer for the criminals’ [28:17] . Then | stood

up.
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Muawiya said to Amro Bin Al-Aas, and he was to his side, ‘What is the matter with them?
Allah™i has not Made their hearts to be keen to except the heart of one man!”
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Nasr said, ‘And Muawiya sent Habeeb Bin Maslama Al-Fihry to Ali®%s, and sent Shirjeel Bin
Al-Simt and Ma’an Bin Yazeed with him. They entered to see him™?"“s, Habeeb spoke and
praise Allah®™¥ and extolled upon Him?, and said, ‘As for after, Usman Bin Affan was a
guided caliph working in accordance to the Book of Allah®" and penitent to the Commands
of Allah?™, but you"“s made his life heavy and gave him a slow death, and were inimical
upon him, and you " killed him.
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Hand over the killers of Usman to us so we can kill them due to it. If you™$"s are saying you=s"s
did not kill him, then isolate yourself?Y from the affairs of the people so their affairs would
be a consultation between them. The people can place in-charge someone their views are

united upon’.
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Ali%s said to him: ‘May there be no mother for you! And who are you, and the governance
and the removal and the entering into this command? Be quiet, for you are neither over there,
nor rightful of that’.
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Habeeb Bin Maslama stood up and said, ‘By Allah??! You*"s will see me where you will
dislike it’.
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Ali®"s said to him: ‘And what are you? If only you had brought your cavalry and your infantry.
Go! Descend and ascend, whatever comes to you. May Allah®" not let you remain if 13%s
were to remain’.
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Shirjeel Bin Al-Simt said, ‘By my life! If | speak to you, my speech to you™®¥s would not be
except approximate to the talk of my companions. So, is there any answer with you@*s apart
from that which you™"s have answered?’ He™®"* said: ‘Yes’. He said, ‘Say it!’
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Ali@%s praise Allah??i and extolled upon Him3#%, then said: ‘As for after, surely Allah?¥ the
Glorious Sent Muhammad™=®¥% to Save through him?"s from the straying, and we can be
revived through him=®W from the devastation, and unite through him=®“W after the
sectarianism. Then Allah®" Caused him™®" to pass away, and he "W had fulfilled whatever
was upon himsaww,
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The people made Abu Bakr the caliph, then Abu Bakr made Umar the caliph, and they were
both of good mode and just among the community, and we have found upon them both that
they had taken charge of the command besides us®" and although we 2" are family Vs of
the Rasool*™"Y and more rightful with the command. We forgave them both of that.
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Then Usman was in-charge of the command, and he worked with things the people faulted
upon him. The people went to him and killed him. Then the people came to me®"s, and [2Ws
had isolated away from their affairs. They said to me?"“s, ‘Take our pledges of allegiance!’ |
refused to them. They said to me™®"s, ‘Take the pledges for the community will never be
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pleased except with you®%“s, and we fear that if you™®%s do not do it, the people would
separate’. So, I*%s took their allegiances.
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But nothing concerned me@"“* except the wretchedness of two men (Talha and Al-Zubeyr)
and opposition of Muawiya to me*** which Allah®¥ had not Made any precedence for him
in the religion, nor any honest predecessor in Al-Islam, being a freed one (at the conquest of
Makkah) son of a freed one, and having fled from the confederates. He did not cease to be an
enemy to Allah#¥ and His#*¥ Rasool*®"%, he and his father, until they both entered into Al-
Islam unwillingly, compelled.
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O (you) how strange of your all, and your succumbing to him and calling the family=*¥s of your
Prophets®W which is not befitting for you being wretched to them", nor opposing them"
aws nor that you should be equating anyone from the people with them™s¥s, [35Ws jnvite you
all to the Book of Allah®*"i Mighty and Majestic and Sunnah of your Prophet=¥%, and (be
against) the false imamate, and revive the teaching of the religion. %S am saying these words
of mine®%s, and " seek Forgiveness for us and for you all, Momin and Momina, and Muslim
and Muslimah’.
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Shirjeel and Ma’an Bin Yazeed said to him@"“s, ‘Are you™"s testifying that Usman was killed
as oppressed?’ He®%s said to them: ‘I*%s am not saying that’. They said, ‘So, the one who
does not testify that Usman was killed as oppressed, we are disavowed from him’. Then then
stood up and left.
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Ali"®%s said: ‘You can neither make the dead to hear, nor can you make the deaf to hear the
call when they turn back retreating [27:80] Nor can you guide the blind out of their straying.

Surely, you can only make hear the one who believes in Our Signs and they are submitters
[27:81] .
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Then Ali®*"s faced towards his@%s companions and said: ‘They, in their straying, cannot be
foremost with the struggle than you all regarding your rights and obedience to your
Imam™asws’,
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Then the people remained ready to the ending of Al-Muharram. So, when the month of
Muharram ended and the people welcomed Safar of the year thirty-six from the emigration
of the Prophet™@WW, Ali@%s sent a number of his®"Y companions until when they were from
the soldiers of Muawiya when they could make them listen to the voice, Yazeed Bin Al-Haris
stood up and called out at the setting of the sun, ‘O people of Syrial Amir Al-Momineen Ali-
asws and companions of Rasool-Allah™®"" are saying to you all, ‘By Allah?*il We did not refrain
from you due to doubt in your affairs, nor to let you live, and rather we refrained from you to
the exit of Al-Muharram, and it has ended, and we have renounced to you all upon the
equality, surely Allah does not Love the treacherous [8:58]"
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He (the narrator) said, ‘The people went to their chiefs and their commanders”.2
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‘The call of Ibn Marsad Al-Khas’amy was his voice, ‘O people of Syria! Indeed, Amir Al-
Momineen@"s is saying to you all: ‘I°*%s had respited you all for you to be returning to the
truth and be penitent to it, and 1" argued upon you by the Book of Allah?* and called you
to it. But you did not end from the tyranny, and did not respond to a right, so I®%s am
renouncing to you all upon equality, surely Allah does not Love the treacherous [8:58]!"’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘The people went to their chiefs, and Muawiya and Amro Bin Al-Aas
came out composing the battalions and composing the soldiers, and they ignited the fires and
came with the flames; and Ali®%s spent that night of his®"s, all of it organising the people,
and composing the battalions, and circling around among the people and mobilising them’.
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8 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H394 b
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Nasr said, ‘They came out on the first day of Safar of the year thirty-seven, and it was the day
of Wednesday. They fought a severe battle most of the day. Then they retreated and they
had avenged from each other.
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Then Hashim Bin Utba came out during the second day among a cavalry and an infantry, good
was their number and their preparation. Abu Al-Awr Al-Salmy, from the people of Syria, came
out to them, and they fought that day of theirs, the cavalry attacking upon the cavalry and
the infantry upon the infantry. Then they left and the group had combatted each other.
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And during the third day, Ammar Bin Yasser came out, and Amro Bin Al-Aas came out to him,
and the people fought as severely a battle as could be, and Ammar went on saying, ‘O people
of Al-Islam! Do you want to be looking at the one who was an enemy to Allah-#?* and His2"
Rasool*®% and fought them and rebelled against the Muslims, and backed the Polytheists?
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When Allah®? Wanted His?™ religion to prevail and Help His®** Rasool**"¥ he came to the
Prophet*™¥ and became a Muslim, and by Allah??, he was in awe regarding what he had
seen, without desired. Then Allah?" Caused His®" Rasool*®"¥ to pass away, and by Allah
azwj | do recognise him by the enmity towards the Muslims and cordiality of the criminals.

B elast ey 5 iy e 2 4l Sgiall g oglilib Byglas ] o VI

Indeed! It is Muawiya. So, fight him and be forceful, for he is from the ones extinguishing the
Noor Allah@* and backing the enemies of Allah=2il’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And with Ammar was Ziyad Bin Al-Nazar upon the cavalry. He
instructed him to attack among the cavalry. He attacked, and they combatted to him, and
Ammar strengthened among the infantry. Amro Bin Al-Aas was removed from his place and
the people retreated that day of theirs”.°

9 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 395
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‘We were with Ali®%s at Siffeen, and Amro Bin Al-Aas raised a strip of black cloth at the top
of a spear. The people said, ‘This is a flag Rasool-Allah=?"W had tied for him. They did not cease
to be narrating until that arrived to Ali-@s%s,
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He?"s said: ‘Do you know what this flag is? This is not a flag. Amr, Rasool-Allah=®"W had
brought out this cloth for him and said: ‘Who will take it with whatever is in it?” Amro said,
‘And what is in it, O Rasool-Allah2WW?" HeaWW said: ‘You will not fight any Muslim with it, nor
draw it closer to any Kafir’. So, he had taken it. By Allah®**l He has drawing it closer to the
Polytheists, and fought the Muslims by it today.
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By the One?* Who Split the seed and Formed the person! They had not become Muslims,
but they had submitted, and they kept the Kufr as secret. When they found supporters upon
it, they revealed it”.1°
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Nasr Bin Muzahim said, ‘Ali®*"%s rode a mule of his®"s before the two armies met (in battle)
at Siffeen. When the war presented and he®%s spent that night composing the battalions until
morning, he®"Ys said: ‘Bring my " horse to me?"“s!I’ They came with a horse of his@%s, pitch
black, scratching the ground with both its forelegs. For it was neighing and whinnying. He@sWs
rode it and said: ‘Glory be to the One Who Subjugated this one for us, and we were not
capable for it [43:13]. And there is neither might nor strength except with Allah®?¥, the
Exalted, the Magnificent” .}
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10 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitnha (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 396 a
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 396 b
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‘It was such that whenever Ali®%s went to fight, he®"s mentioned a Name of Allah??i the
Exalted. When he%s rode, he®"s was saying, ‘The Praise is for Allah? upon His#" Favours
upon us, and His®" Magnificent Grace. ‘Glory be to the One Who Subjugated this one for
us, and we were not capable for it [43:13] And we would be returning to our Lord’ [43:14]' .
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Then he®Ys faced towards the Qiblah and raised his"* hands towards the sky and said: ‘O
Allah?2¥il The feet are returning to You"s, and the bodies are exhausted, and the hearts are
in anticipation, and the hands are raised, and the sights are staring. ‘Our Lord! Decide
between us and our people with the Truth, and You are the best of the deciders’ [7:89].
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Then he®"s said: ‘Go upon the Blessings of Allah®"il’” Then he®"s said: ‘Allah®™ is the
Greatest! Allah®" js the Greatest! There is no god except Allah?™, and Allah®" s the
Greatest! O One! O Samad! O Lord?*" of Muhammad=3"¥| Restrain from us the evil of the
unjust ones!’
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The Praise is for Allah the Lord of the Worlds [1:2] The Beneficent, the Merciful [1:3] Master
of the Day of Reckoning [1:4] (It is) You we worship and You do we seek Assistance (from)
[1:5] In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful [1:1]. And there is neither might nor
strength except with Allah??¥, the Exalted, the Magnificent’.
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And these phrases were his“s slogan at Siffeen”.?

Supplication of Amir ul-Momineen®"“ during the Battle of
Siffeen:
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‘From Ali®", he (the narrator) heard him?%s saying on the day of Siffeen: ‘O Allah?%i! The
sights are raised towards You??¥, and the hands are spread, and the feet are transporting,
and the tongues are supplication, and the hearts are anticipating, and to You?®™ is the

12 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 397
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Judgment regarding the deeds, so Judge between us with the truth, and You?? are best of
the judges.
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0 Allah??i! We complain to You??¥ of the absence of our Prophet*®¥, and the large numbers
of our enemies, and scarcity of our numbers, and the scattering of our desires, and difficulties
of the times, and appearance of the Fitna. So, Assist us upon that by a victory You?? Hasten,
and Help You?™i the authority of the truth is strengthened with, and Prevail it!”’13

Sermon of Amir ul-Momineen?"* during Battle of Siffeen:
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‘From Abu Ja’far?®"s having said: ‘Ali®*"s stood up and addressed the people at Siffeen. He Vs
said: ‘The Praise is for Allah®¥ upon His?™ bounties, the Grace upon the entirety of the
creatures, from the righteous and the immoral, and upon His#" Conclusive Arguments upon
His?i creatures, one from them who obey and the one who disobey Him3s"s,
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If He@%i js Merciful, it is due to His® Grace and His®" Conferment, and if He®% Punishes,
it is due to what their own hands have wrought, and that Allah is not in the least unjust to
the servants [3:182]. 1" praise Him?" upon the excellent Trials, and Manifestation of the
Bounties, and His®" Assistance what is with us from the matters of the world and the
Hereafter. And 1% rely upon Him#, and suffice with Allah as a Protector [4:81].
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Then, 1% testify that there is no god except Allah?*¥ Alone, there is no associate for, and |
testify that Muhammad*"¥ is His®" servant and His?* Rasool**"V¥. He?"i Sent him™aww
with the guidance and religion of the truth, pleased with him®"¥ for that, and he®¥W was its
rightful, and Chose him*¥ over the entirety of the servants to deliver His?*% Message, and
Made him™=®W a Mercy from Him?? upon His?®™ creatures.

13 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 399
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And he "% was His®¥ Knowledge in it, kind, merciful, most prestigious of the creatures of
Allah#¥ of lineage, and most beautiful in appearance, and most generous of self, and kindest
with a parent, the most connecting with a relative, and most superior of knowledge, and
heaviest in forbearance, and most loyal with a pact, and most trusting upon an agreement.
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Neither any Muslim nor a Kafir could attach any wrongdoing upon him=®"¥ at all. But hesa"W
was wronged and he®"" forgave, and he®%* was powerful and he*"" excuse until hesWW
passed away, obedient to Allah*" upon what had afflicted him, a fighter for the Sake of Allah-
awj 3¢ is the right of its fighting, until the certainty (death) came to him™=%, His*®V passing
away was the biggest calamity upon the entirety of the people of the earth, the righteous and
the immoral.
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Then hes®¥ |left behind among you all the Book of Allah**, Commanding you with obeying
Allah?™i and Forbidding you from disobeying Him??; and Rasool-Allah*% had made a pact
to me@%s and I*"* didn’t depart from it, and your enemies have presented to you. And you
know that their chief is a hypocrite, son of a hypocrite, calling them to the Fire, and the son"
asws of an uncle™ of your Prophet @V is with you and in your midst, calling you to the Paradise,
and to obey your Lord?*" and working with the Sunnah of your ProphetsaW¥,
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And they are not the same, one who prayed Salat before every remembrance (of Allah-#2"),

No one preceded me % with the Salat with Rasool-Allah=@¥% and %S am a participant of
Badr while Muawiya is a freed one (at the conquest of Makkah), son of a freed one.

Lon

e €O il 1 RIS BRI oSG bl Sl B SGs 12 10 5 ale B Y 5 LU e fe) 5 ek L By

355 ol 0 2480

-

By Allah2?¥il We are upon the truth and they are upon the falsehood and they will not unite
upon it and you will not separate from your rights until their falsehood is overcome by your
truth. Fight them, Allah will Punish them by your hands [9:14]. So, if you do not do it, then
Allah?* would Punish them by the hands of others’.

s BF 5 Has Spf b YE B0 A B A 8 ks 5] 3de 5 B3de Q16 DaRl ¢ Gl Gl b IS Bl S

Page 25 of 33




‘Battle of Siffin www.hubeali.com

His®Ys companions stood up and said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"s! Get up with us to our
enemies and your?“s enemies, whenever you desire, for by Allah?** we do not want any
replacement with you@¥s (with someone else). But, we shall die with you™"s and live with
you-asws'.
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He?s%s said to them: ‘By the One®" in Whose Hand is my 2" soul! The Prophet*™" was
looking at me %S and I*"* was striking in front of him™¥* with this sword of mine@W%s, Hesaww
said: ‘There is neither any sword except Zulfigar nor any youth (Momin) except Ali@sW’,
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He®"¥ said to me@Ys: ‘O Ali®"*! You™"* are from me™*®"W at the status of Haroun®* from
Musas, except there would be no Prophet™®* after me=®"¥, and your?"s expire and your?"s
life, O Ali®%s, is with me™aWW,
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By Allah2l Neither am 1% lying nor have 1" been lied to, and neither am 1% straying
nor has there been a straying with me¥$, nor have 1" forgotten what pact had been made
to me 3%, and IS am upon a proof from my2"s Lord**" and upon the clear path. IS was
(like) a chick to him™=@¥W taking from its mother’.
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Then he®%s got up to the people and they fought from when the sun emerged until the
twilight redness disappeared, and there was no Salat of the people during that day except

exclamations of Takbeer”.14

Battle of Siffeen was fought for three days and three nights:
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‘I was present with Ali®"s at Siffeen and we fought for three days and three nights
(continuously) until the spears were broke, and the arrows ran out, then it came to
swordfights. We whipped with these up to the midnight, until we came to among the people
of Syrian during the third day, and were in hand to hand combat with each other, and we had
fought with the entirety of the weapons.

14 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 420
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There did not remain anything from the weapons except we had fought with it, to the extent
that we had thrown sand at each other, and we persisted until we became standing looking
at each other, no one from the two parties being able upon getting up to his counterpart, nor
fight.
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When it was midnight, Muawiya and his cavalry aligned from the rows, from the third night
and were) dominant (over the army of) Ali®" in the battle of that night, and Ali®¥s came to
the companions of Muhammad=®"" and buried them; and Shimr Bin Abraha was killed, and a
lot from the community of the companions of Ali®"s were killed on that day”’.*>

Sermon of Amir ul-Momineen®"“* when People accepted the
truce:
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‘Ali-®sWs said on the day of Siffeen when the people accepted the truce: ‘These people will not
become turning towards the truth, nor will they be answering to a word of equality until they
are shot at with the arrows, pursued by the soldiers, and until they are pelted by the
battalions, restrained by the legions, and until the police drag them in their cities, followed
by the police, and until the cavalries attack them in areas of their land, and in their primary
paths and their battlegrounds, and until there are raids upon them from every direction.

c»Lf.uJ Am\;wyuf5m\ou\»&’6m6JM3vﬁbijﬁmeﬁ ,.A_S'j\.h(,.:b.x, Y u&:é&i&lﬁf&j

Lled 5Tk x’w A chp Y Galasl 5 Uisa 5 Galsl 5 GabT 2 o &1 Ul

And until they are met by a truthful people, patient, the one who dies does not increase them
in any destruction, from their slain ones and their deceased in the Way of Allah-?"I except in
exertion in obedience of Allah?™, and eagerness upon meeting Allah?*¥, And we were with
Rasool-Allah=®"¥, The killing of our fathers, and our sons, and our brothers, and our uncles,
that did not increase us except in Eman and submission.

15 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 432

Page 27 of 33




‘Battle of Siffin www.hubeali.com

4.1;;35\ Jial oVslaks bj.u e 22V 5 G 8 O8I 5 o B 5 Y j.x,dv e LT 5, m ol PR
RRA y\fq}u A gl u@mu oldiag

And they continued upon the past pains, and strived upon fighting the enemy, and the
independence of the duelling pairs, and it used to be the man from us and another from our
enemies, competing like two competing horses, and they were being sincere themselves as
to which of them two would make his counterpart drink a cup of death.
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So, at times it was for us from our enemies, and at times for our enemies from us. When
Allah®" Saw us being sincere, patient, He®*"i Sent down the suppression with our enemies
and Send down the Help upon us; and by my?* |ife! If we had come with similar to what you
are coming with, the religion would not have stood and there would have been no honour for
Al-Islam. And 1% swear by Allah?! You will be milking the blood. Memorise what 1% am
saying to you all’ — meaning the Khawarijites”.®

Amir ul-Momineen™?"* put-on both white and black (Amama)
headgears:
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‘A man from the Kharijites asked Ibn Abbas about Amir Al-Momineen Ali®** Bin Abu Talib™@"s,
but he turned away from hm. Then he asked him (again), so he said, ‘By Allah??! Amir Al-
Momineen®%“s was such, the bright moon, and the muscular lion, and the abundant
Euphrates, and the early spring.
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It resembled from the moon, his@%s radiance and his®"* glory, and from lion, his@"* bravery
and his™®"Ys sharpness, and from the Euphrates his®"“s benevolence and his@%s generosity,
and from the spring, his®%s freshness and his@%s |ife.

16 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 458
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The women were futile from coming with the like of Ali-®*"s after the Prophet*2"¥, By Allah-2%i!
| have neither heard nor seen any human being battle the like of him™?"“s, and | had seen
him?“s on the day of Siffeen and upon him?"“s was a white turban, and it was as if his@Ws
eyes were two lamps and he™®"s was standing upon a group by group and urging them, until
he®¥s ended up to me and | was among a band from the Muslims.
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He % said: ‘Community of the people! Be aware of the fear, and kill the sounds, and wrap
yourself in tranquillity, and perfect the armour, and shake the swords in the sheath before
unsheathing it, and lookout at both the sides and stab your spears from both sides and fight
with the mountain goats (cowardly fleeing enemies).
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And strike your swords with the pace, and the darting of the spears, and repeat the striking(s),
and be ashamed from fleeing for it would be a shame among the posterity, and (you would
be in the) Fire on the Day of Reckoning. Therefore, make good your own selves and walk
towards the death with an easy walk, for you all are in the Eyes of Allah®*"i Mighty and
Majestic and with the brother of Rasool-Allah®"¥, And it is upon you with this pitched tent
(of Muawiya) and the dark alleyway, and strike at its centre, for the Satan™ is lying down in
it’s corner, arguing in his™ lap, with wide open arms, having had extended his™ hand for the
attacking and holding back the legs for the retreating.
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Therefore, endure with an endurance until the pillars of truth become clear to you, So do not
slacken and call to the peace while you are on top, and Allah is with you and will never
Deprive you for your deeds [47:35] .
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He (the narrator) said, ‘“And Muawiya came in Al-Shahba’a battalion, and it is approximately
ten thousand strong, an army clad in iron, nothing being seen from them except for the iron

under the helper.
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He@%s said: ‘What is the matter for you all looking at what you are astonished (with)?’ But
rather, they are like corpses wherein are flying hearts, decorated with the camouflage of
losers, and an infantry of locusts which could be dispersed by a child, and its block is coiled
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and its flesh is the straying, and a herald of innovation shouts with them, and among them is
failure of the falsehood and sacrifice of the propagation.
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If the swords of the people of truth had touched them, the shouter would have shouted of
the bed in the Fire. Indeed! Even out between the riders and bite upon your front teeth, and
strike the clutches with the flames, and sharpen the spears in the wings, and be intense for I’
asws am intense. Ha Meem [40:1], they will not be victorious.
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They attacked an attack with compactness and removed them from their rows, and pushed
them away from their rides, and the loudness arose, and the voices praised (Allah-3%), and
nothing was heard except clanking of the iron and humming of the champions, and nothing
was seen except a scarce head and a knocking hand.
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And | was like that when Amir Al-Momineen?"s came from a place intending to clear from
the dust, and plucking out the clots from his@“s armour, his?®"s sword was dripping the blood,
and it had been curved like the curve of the bow of the ship, and he®"s was reciting this
Verse: And if two parties from the Momineen fight, then reconcile between them. But, if one
of them were to oppress the other, then fight the one which oppresses until it returns to the
Command of Allah. [49:9].
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| had not seen any fighting more severe than on that day. O my son! | saw the death not
halting, and the ones going not returning, and one who remained, to him was the
dismounting. | am bequeathing you with a bequest, so preserve it and fear Allah??¥, and let
it become the first of the matters with you, the thanking to Allah®* in the private and the
openly, for the thanking is the best provision” .’
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17 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 478
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‘The women were futile from coming with (a child) the like of Amir Al-Momineen Ali*"* Bin
Abu Talib%s, they could not uncover their veil from the like of him=ss, No, by Allah??¥! | did
not see any horseman as young, riding with it.
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| saw him®%s one day, and we were with him*"s at Siffeen, and upon his®"* head was a black
turban, and it was as if his®"* eyes were two lamps being ignited from beneath the two,
pausing upon a platoon, addressing them until he®"“s ended up to a number, me being among
them, and the cavalry of Muawiya (may Allah?™¥ Curse him) emerged, called Al-Shaba’a,
battalion of ten thousand armed and ten thousand mixed people. The people were frightened
to it due to what they saw and aligned with each other.
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Amir Al-Momineen®"s said: ‘Regarding what is the flipping and the dispersion? People of Al-
Iraq! Is it except for the persons who are inclining wherein are flying hearts? If the swords of
the people of the truth were to touch these (hearts), you would see them like locusts, on a
spot struck by the wind during a stormy day.
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Indeed! Be aware of the fear of Allah®*¥, and bring about the tranquillity and arm yourselves
with the patience and lower your voices, and shake the swords in the sheaths before the
brandishing, and lookout at both the sides and stab your spears from both sides and fight with
the mountain goats (cowardly fleeing enemies).
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And strike your swords with the pace, and the darting of the spears, and repeat the striking,
and be ashamed from fleeing for it would be a shame among the posterity, and (you would
be in the) Fire on the Day of Reckoning. Therefore, make good your own selves and walk
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towards the death with an easy walk, for you all are in the Eyes of Allah®¥ Mighty and
Majestic and with the brother of Rasool-Allahs2¥W,
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And it is upon you with this pitched tent (of Muawiya) and the dark alleyway, and strike at its
centre, for the Satan™ is lying down in it’s corner, arguing in his™ lap, with wide open arms,
having had extended his™ hand for the attacking and holding back the legs for the retreating.
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Therefore, endue with endurance until the pillars of the truth are clear upon you, So do not
slacken and call to the peace while you are on top, and Allah is with you and will never
Deprive you for your deeds [47:35]. Here 1% am, fighting, and you should be fighting (as
well) in the Name of Allah®?"i, Ha Meem [40:1] and they will not be victorious.
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Then Amir Al-Momineen®", may the Salawat and the greetings be upon him@%s and his?ss
offspring, attacked, and the cavalry followed him@%s, (their number) not reaching a hundred
horsemen. So he®%s trapped them with an encircling of a millstone. They were disbanded by
their heaviness. The raising of the dust prevented me from the sighting. Then it receded, so |
focused the sight but we did not see except for a rare head and a fallen hand among what
was very quick from their turning away departing, As if they were frightened donkeys [74:50]
Fleeing from a lion [74:51].
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And there was Amir Al-Momineen®Ys having had returned, and his®"* sword was dripping
(with blood) and his@%s face like the bright moon, and he®%s was saying: And if they break
their oaths after their agreement and are taunting regarding your Religion, then fight the
imams of Kufr - surely their oaths (mean) nothing, perhaps they would desist [9:12] .
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Ikrima (a narrator) said, ‘And it was so that lbn Abbas was narrating and he was saying,
‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ instructed Ali®Ws with the fighting against the breakers of the Covenant,
and the oppressors, and the apostates and he™®W said: ‘O Ali®"¥sl You™"s will be fighting
upon the explanation of the Quran just as I®*% fought upon its Revelation” .18

18 Bihar Al-Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 12 H 476
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For further Ahadeeth on Siffeen, please refer to Bihar ul-Anwaar, vol. 32 and 33.
Bihar Al Anwaar Volume 32 (hubeali.com)

Bihar Al Anwaar Volume 33 (hubeali.com)
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