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Bilal Ibn Rabah Habashi™

In this short article, an attempt has been made to compile some basic information on
the life of Bilal Habshi™, initially; a brief biography of Bilal™ is presented from a book
270/4 Couxdl Jlxy exas.” followed by a collection of some Ahadith where Bilal™ has
been mentioned by the Masomeens%s,
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Name, Surname and Lineage:

Abu Abdullah and was also Abu Amr, Bilal ibn Rabah al-Habashi, the freed slave of the
Messenger of Allah=aWW,
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Date of Birth:

We do not know the exact date and place of birth but it is estimated that it was in the
first century of Islamic calendar (After Hijrat).
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Companion:

(Bilal) was one (may Allah be pleased with him) of the companions of the Messenger of
Allahsaww,
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Life Profile:

(Bilal) is among the former of Islam, who did extensive worship for the sake of Allah
when he embraced Islam in Mecca, like the righteous of the ‘Sahaabah’ (companions)
who were converted to Islam in the beginning of the (Prophet*2¥%'s) call to Islam, and
was present at wars of Badr and Khandak (Trench) and witnessed all the major events in
the life time of the Holy Prophet™®% and was ‘the muezzin’ the Azan recitor of the
Prophet of AllahaWW,
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Ahadith of Masomeen2"s About Bilal™:

(1) Imam Al-Baqir?%s and Al-Sadig*** said: ‘Bilal was pious slave (of Allah-#2¥)’ 1

(2) Imam al-Sadig?"* said: ‘May Allah?* bless Bilal; he was among the devotees of Ahl
Al-Bayt3sws 2
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Bilal’s Death:

(Bilal) died (may Allah be pleased with him) between the year 17 AH to 25 AH in Shaam.

Ahadith in Praise of Bilal ibn Rabah al-Habashi"

The following Ahadith are taken from the ‘Tafseer-e-lmam Hassan Al-Askari®“*, a
Tafseer of Holy Quran as taught by Imam Hassan Al-Askari®“s to two of his@Ws
students.?
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The Holy Imam Hassan Al-Askari®%s said: ‘A man went to Amir-ul-Momineen®"s and
said: ‘O Amir-ul-Momineen?"s! | saw Bilal™ having a discussion with someone today
and Bilal™ was making mistakes in his speech and the other man who was an Arab was
laughing at Bilal™ over the mistakes in his speech.” Amir-ul-Momineen?"“s said: 'O
servant of Allah??¥i! You only need the strength of speech for the strength of the deeds.
What benefit will that person get for the strength in his speech when his deeds are bad
and ugly? And what loss will Bilal™ have due to the lack of his power of expression when
his deeds are strong and he is of good stature and is polite?"

The man said: O Amir-ul-Momineen?®"*| How can that be?' He®"* said: 'lt is sufficient
for Bilal™ in the strength of his deeds and politeness that he does not see anyone as
equivalent of Muhammad the Messenger of Allah®"" and then does not see anyone
after him=@"" to be the equivalent of Ali®"¥s Bin Abi Talib®*%s, and he sees all those that
are the enemies of Ali*"s to be the enemies of Allah®*" and His Messenger=®", and
the obedience of Ali*"s to be the obedience of Allah®" and His Messenger=®V, It is
sufficient for that person's deeds and the correct expressions in his speech of Arabic and
the strength of his tongue, that is he gives preference to his back over his chest, his
backside over his face and (similarly) in sweetness, vinegar over honey, and considers
'Hanzal** to be tastier than milk. He steps over the Guardian of Allah"#" to the enemy of
Allah?™i and does not relate anything of his®%s virtues and characteristics. In this act of
his, is he not like the one who gives preference to Musaylama the liar over Muhammad-
SaWW in the matter of Prophethood?

He is like the one for whom Allah"#" has Said "Say: Shall We inform you of the greatest
losers in (their) deeds? (These are) they whose labour is lost in this world's life and

3 http://hubeali.com/tafseer-e-imam-hassan-askari-asws
4 A very bitter drink
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they think that they are well versed in skill of the work of hands. [18:103 & 4]. s he not
except from the Khwarijites?"

The Words of the Almighty "Surely those who disbelieve, it being alike to them
whether you warn them, or do not warn them, will not believe". — VERSE 6.°

Imam Ali®*"s |bn al-Hussain?%“s Mentions Bilal’s
Merits:
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Imam Ali@%s Bin Al-Hussain@"* said: 'And those who were the best of the companions
of the Messenger of Allah®"" who were punished by the people of Mecca and were in
trials for their religion, among them were Bilal, and Saheeb, and Khabab, and Ammar
Bin Yasser and his parents. And as for Bilal, Abu Bakr Bin Qohafa had bought him in
exchange for two of his black slaves, and he returned (him) to the Prophet**" and used
to have more reverence to Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib"* than to Abu Bakr'.

The mischief-makers said: 'O Bilal™! You have disbelieved in the bounties, and have
reversed the order of preference. Abu Bakr is your master who has bought you, and
freed you, and saved you from the punishment, and gave to yourself your own wealth,
whereas Ali@%s Bin Abu Talib®"* has not done to you anything from this, and you are
revering Abu Al-Hassan Ali®"s in a way that you do not revere Abu Bakr. This is disbelief
in the bounties, and ignorance of sequential order'.

5 Tafseer-e-Imam Hassan Askari®%s, H. 50

A Short Biography of Hazrat Bilal-e-Habashi ™" 6|25




www.hubeali.com

Bilal said: 'ls it a must for me to revere Abu Bakr more than to revere the Messenger of
Allah2"W?' They said: 'Allah-®¥ Forbid!' He said: 'These words or yours are against your
previous words. If it were not permissible for me to prefer Ali®"s over Abu Bakr,
because Abu Bakr freed me, similarly it would not be permissible for me to prefer the
Messenger of Allah®"W over Abu Bakr, because Abu Bakr freed me'. They said: 'They?"s
are not equal, for the Messenger of Allah=®"¥ s the highest of the creation of AllahsaWW',

Bilal said: 'And Abu Bakr and Ali®*"* are also not equal, for Ali®%* himself is the highest
of the creation of Allah?™, and he®"s is also the highest of the creation of Allah-#2"
after His®™i Prophet*™¥, and the most beloved of the creation of Allah?*i for having
eaten the bird with the Messenger of Allah=2"¥ by the supplication "Our Allah??¥! Give
it to me by the most beloved to You?%", and he®%s is the most similar from the
creation of Allah®™%i to the Messenger of Allah*®", when Allah#*/ Made him?¥s to be
his®“% prother in the Religion of Allah=?¥',

'And Abu Bakr does not seek from me that which you are seeking, because he is aware
of the elevated status of Ali®%s which you are ignorant of. Meaning, he understands
that the right of Ali'®"%s on me is greater than his right, because Ali®"s has freed me
from the slavery of everlasting punishment, and for being patient to him?¥s enjoined on
me the Gardens of Bliss. And, Ali®"s has saved me from eternal Punishment and
obligated to me, by my being in his% Mastership, and my having preferred him?s"s is
for eternal Bounties'.®

Bilal™ was the Preferred Azan Recitor of the Holy
Prophet=s#"V:
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Ali ibn Muhammad has narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from ibn Mahbub from Abd Allah ibn Sinan who has
said the following:

‘Abu 'Abd Allah™@"Ys has said that the height of the wall of the Masjid of the Messenger
of Allah™®"% was equal to the height of a man. Hes®"%, the Messenger of Allah would say
to Bilal™, 'When time comes, O Bilal, climb on the wall and raise your voice with Azan.
Allah has assigned a wind to raise Azan (O the heaven and that the angels upon hearing
Azan from the people of earth say, ‘This is the voice of the followers of Prophet

6 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®“s, H. 365

A Short Biography of Hazrat Bilal-e-Habashi™®" 7 | 25




www.hubeali.com

Muhammad about Oneness of Allah®"i’ They ask forgiveness for the followers of
Muhammad=2"V, until they complete that prayer’.”
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Muhammad ibn al-Husayn from al- 'Ala’ ibn Razin from Musa ibn
Bakr from Zurarah who has said the following:

"Abu 'Abd Allah™"s has said that ibn 'Umm Maktum once said Azan for the morning
Salat (prayer) and a man passed by the Messenger of Allah®"%¥, who was eating. Hes?"W
invited the man to eat Suhur (breakfast in the morning before dawn). He said. 'O
Messenger of Allah, Mu'adhdhin has said Azan for the morning Salat.' The Messenger of
Allah™®W said, 'lbn 'Umm Maktum says Azan in the night; when Bilal says Azan, then you
must stop eating’.®
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from and Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn
Muhammad all from ibn abu 'Urnayr from Hamrnad from al-Halabiy who has said the following:

‘I once asked Abu Abd Allah?"s about the case of 'The white twine from the black
twine.' He™"s said, 'It is the whiteness of the day out of the blackness of the night.'
Imam™@"s said, 'Bilal and ibn 'Umm Maktum would say Azan for the Holy prophets®"V,
Ibn 'Umm Maktum was blind and would say Azan in the night. Bilal, however, would say
Azan when it was dawn. The Holy prophet™®% said, 'When you hear the voice of Bilal
then stop eating and drinking, because its morning time’.°
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Bilal™ would say Azan in the morning and Prophet Mohammed™=®"¥ says ‘lbn Maktum
would give Azan at night, people should keep on eating and taking water until they hear
the Azan from Bilal. But others (Ammah) reverted this Hadith and said that the Prophet

7308: 0231z @8, H. 31 )
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of Allah*®"Y has said that eat when Bilal recites Azan and stop eating when you hear lbn
Maktum’s Azan (for the end of Saher).%?
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And it has been narrated that after the (Shahadat of) Prophet Mohammed™=2"¥, Bilal™
stop saying Azan and committed to himself that he will never Recite Azan for anyone
after the Holy Prophet®®¥, However, one day Syeda Fatima™"* said: ‘I would like to
hear Azan of my father’s ‘Moazin’ (the Azan recitor), upon getting this news, Bilal™
started reciting Azan but when he said ‘Allah ho Akbar Allah ho Akbar’ Syeda s started
crying upon remembering the time of her®"s father*®%, and when Bilal™ came to the
words ‘Ashhadoannah Mohammed dur Rasool Allah’ Syeda@** fell on the ground while
crying hard and people asked Bilal™ to stop saying Azan, and Bilal stopped the Azan, as
people feared for the life of Syeda Fatima®V“, Syeda@"“s after recovering from the
intense grief asked him™ to continue but Bilal™ politely replied | cannot excuse myself
for adding to your grief, so please forgive me from this task.!!
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APPENDIX |

Bilal’s Name is Included in Pious Devotees and He
Performed Important Tasks

Hadith 1:
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As for the speech of the poisoned arm, this happened when the Messenger of Allahsaww
was returning back to Medina after having been Granted victory by Allah?™ in the
battle of Khyber. A Jewish woman came up to him=®"¥ and expressed faith, and with her
was a poisoned arm of a goat which had been grilled, and kept it in front of him2"%, The
Messenger of Allah=2%Y asked: 'What is this?' She replied: 'May my father and mother
be sacrificed for you™s®™W O Messenger of Allah*®""! | was very fearful for you when |
heard about yours®¥ departure towards Khyber, as | know how brave those people are,
and | had raised this goat like a child, but | knew how much you love to eat grilled meat,
and | loved to prepared this arm of the goat for you, for | had vowed to Allah-#" that if
Allah?™i were to Return you™®"" safely from them, then | shall slaughter this goat and
grill one of its arms for yous@"", Now that you™®" have returned safely from them, |
have come to fulfil my vow'.

At that time with the Messenger of Allah=®"% were Bara'a Bin Ma'roor and Ali Bin Abu
Talib™@%s, The Messenger of Allah*®"" said: 'Get me some bread.' So they brought it for
him=2"W_ Bara'a Bin Ma'roor extended his hand towards the food and took a morsel
from it and put it into his mouth. Ali Bin Abu Talib®"* said to him: 'O Bara'a, do not
precede the Messenger of Allah*®"¥' Bara'a, who was a Bedouin, said to him?ss: 'O Ali-
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asws] Do you consider the Messenger of Allah*®"" to be a miser?' Ali®"s said: 'l do not
consider the Messenger of Allah™®"¥ to be a miser but it is abhorrent, for it is not for his’
saww friends not for anyone else from creation, to precede the Messenger of Allah™®%Y in
words, or deeds, or eating or drinking.'

Bara'a said: 'l do not consider the Messenger of Allah®"% to be a miser.' Ali®"* said:
'Neither do I%¢, but this Jewish woman who has brought this with her and we are not
aware of its condition. If you were to eat it by the order of the Messenger of Allah-saWwW
then he*®"Y will be responsible for your safety from it, but if you eat it without hissawW
permission, then you will be responsible for your own wellbeing.'

As Ali®"s said this and Bara'a was chewing the morsel, Allah®*" Gave speech to the
grilled meat and it said: 'O Messenger of Allahs®¥! Do not eat me, as poison has been
mixed with me.' Bara'a became engulfed in the ecstasy of death and stayed down until
he was dead. The Messenger of Allah=®"% said: 'Call that woman over to me=®"W!| They
brought her over and he*®¥ said to her: 'What did 1°®*"% do that made you do this?' She
said: 'You™®" have done a great injustice to me. You®¥ have killed my father and my
uncle and my brother and my husband and my son, and this is what you have done. |
said to myself, 'lIf he " is a king then | shall take my revenge from him, and if hes®¥ is
a Prophet as he™®"W claims, and the victory over Mecca as he™®¥W has promised, Allah"
32w will not Let him*®" be poisoned and will Protect him=¥ and it will have no effect
on himsaww !

The Messenger of Allah®®™VY said: 'O you woman, you speak the truth!" Then the
Messenger of Allah®""Y said to her: 'Do not let the death of Bara'a affect you for Allah
22w Tried him, and he preceded the Messenger of Allah**"¥, and had he eaten from this
by the order of the Messenger of Allah*®¥, he would not have been affected by its
poison.'

Then the Messenger of Allah*®"" said; 'Call for me so and so and so and so', referring
to the good companions of his*®™% from whom were Salman® and Miqdad? and
Ammar?" and Abu Dharr?" and Bilal®" and other companions, until they arrived, Ali-®Ws
was present with the Prophets®"%, The Messenger of Allahs®"¥ said: 'Sit around it.' The
Messenger of Allah*®"¥ extended his*®¥% hand towards the poisoned meat and blew on
it and said: 'In the Name of Allah®%¥ the Beneficent the Merciful, In the Name of Allah-
azwj the Healer, In the Name of Allah??¥ the Sufficient, In the Name of Allah?2¥ the
Bestower of health, In the Name of Allah?*I by Which nothing can adversely affect, and
no illness from the earth nor from the sky and He®*" is the Hearing the Knowing.'

Then he™®"" said: Eat in the Name of Allah?¥il The Messenger of Allahs*"V ate hiss™WW
fill from it and so did everyone else, then drank water on top of it. Then he®"¥ ordered
the Jewish woman to be held captive. On the next day he*®¥ called her over and said:
'Did they all not eat from that poison which you had presented? Did you not see how
Allah??¥ Defended His Prophet™®"* and his*™¥ companions?' She said: 'O Messenger of
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Allah*@WI Until now | had doubt that you were the true Messenger of AllaheWW, |
hereby bear witness that there is no God but Allah the One without any partner, and
that you™®"" are His Servant and His Messenger truly.' She had a strong faith.

One day, a man came over to the Imam Ali®%s Bin Al Husayn™"s, and accompanying
him was a man who he accused to be the murderer of his father. He confessed, and
‘Qassaas’ (retaliation) became obligatory upon him. He@"s asked him to excuse him so
that Allah®*¥ may magnify his Rewards. He did not agree to this. Imam Ali®"* Bin Al-
Husayn@"s said to the claimant, and the successor, and the one deserving the blood
money: 'If you remember any right that this man has over you then endow him this
blood money, and forgive him for this sin'. He said: 'O son of the Messenger of Allah
sawWl He does have a right on me but it is not great enough for me to forgive him for
killing my father'.

He@%s said: 'What is it that you want?' He said: 'l want blood money. If he wants to
reach an agreement over the blood money, | am prepared to do this and forgive him.
Imam Al Bin Al-Husayn®%* said: 'What is your right on him?' He said: 'O son of the
Messenger of Allah*™¥| He introduced me to the Unity of Allah" and the Prophet-
hood of the Messenger of Allah*®"% and the Imamate of Ali®"s Bin Abu Talib?®"* and
the (Divine) Imams™2asws',

Imam Ali®*"s Bin Al-Husayn*"* asked: 'Is this not sufficient for the blood of your father?
Yes, by Allah®! This is enough for the blood of all the people of the earth from the
former ones to the later ones except for the Prophets " and the Imams"s if you were
to kill them™s¥s this will not cover anything for their?®"“s blood. (In your case) are you
content from him (what you benefitted from him) for the blood money?'

Imam Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn@*s said to the killer: 'Would you like to give to me®%s the
Rewards of your introduction to him, so that | can get this blood money away from you
and save you from being killed?' He said: 'O son of the Messenger of Allah®"¥! | have
need for this, and you™"s are in no need for it, for my sins are great, and my sin against
the ‘killed one’ is also between me and him, and is not between me and his successor.
Imam Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn™®%s said: 'Are you submitting that your death is more
beloved to you then the passing away of the Rewards of this introduction of yours?' He
said: 'Yes, O son of the Messenger of Allahsa¥W',

Imam Ali®"s Bin Al-Husayn@*s said to the successor of the murdered one: 'O servant of
Allah@WI Compare this sin of his to you, and his introduction for you. The killing of your
father has prevented him from the pleasures of this world and prevented you to enjoy
in this world. If you were to be patient on this you will be a friend of your father in
Paradise, for this introduction has obligated on the eternal Paradise of Allah®*¥ on you,
and has saved you from eternal Punishment.
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This favour of his on you is much, much more than the blood money to you. And, if you
were to forgive him for this favour that he has extended to you, I will narrate to you
a Hadeeth from the virtues of the Messenger of Allah*®"Y¥ which is better for both of you
than this world and all that is in it. And, if you do not excuse him until you take from him
the blood money, 1% will correct you, then 1S will narrate the Hadeeth to other and
not you and you will miss from that Hadeeth that which is better than the world and all
that is in it, provided you take a lesson from it. He said: 'O son of the Messenger of Allah
sawwl | forgive him without blood money, and without anything except for the Face of
Allah?™i, and your?®Ys intercession in His?*" Order. Narrate to us, O son of the
Messenger of Allah=@"%, the Hadeeth'.

Imam Ali"#%s Bin Al-Husayn@"* said: 'When the Messenger of Allah=?"W was Sent to the
people with truth as a giver of good news and as a Warner, and called to Allah??¥ by His’
azwj permission, and was an illuminating lamp, people started coming in groups, and
there were large numbers in discussion (of the new religion). As for the one who
intended to seek the truth, came to the Messenger of Allah®"¥ and witnessed the Signs
and the Miracles that were manifested in front of him, accepted them and became one
of the beloved of the creation of Allah?* and honoured by hims2"",

And the one who harboured enmity came over to dispute, despite having the
knowledge, and was arrogant due to what he knew, and became deserving of curses
upon curses, for having displayed the face of enmity, and he was from the knowing
ones, and put on the face of the ignorant.

Some groups came over to the Messenger of Allah*®¥, and in them were those who
harboured enmity and arrogance, and in them were those who were seeking (the
Truth), and were people of understanding. Among them were seven Jews, and five
Christians, and four Sabeans, and ten Magians, and ten Dualists, and ten Brahmins, and
ten Eternalists, and twenty from the Arab Polytheists, gathered together in a place
before coming over to the Messenger of Allah*®"%, and it was the place of a good
Muslim man. Among them was Ammar Bin Yasser®’, and Khabab Bin Al-Arat™, and Al-
Miqgdad Bin Al-Aswad™, and Bilal™".

Different types of infidels had gathered and narrated from the Messenger of Allahsaww
and what came from his*®“% hands of the Signs, and mentioned the miracles. One of
them said: 'With us in this place are a number of his*®W companions. Let us speak to
them before seeing him=2¥" so that we may come to know of his*2"" condition of truth
and lies'.

They went to them and said: 'You are from the companions of Muhammad=®"¥?' They
said: 'Yes, we are from the companions of Muhammad=®"¥, Chief of the former ones
and the later ones, who has been made to be special by the superiority of having the
right of intercession on the Day of Judgment. And, if Allah®* was to gather together all
the Prophets™ to be in his*®VY presence, they will all benefit from his*®"% knowledge
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and learn from his*" wisdom. Allah®* has ended Prophet-hood with him**%, and
completed with him™®"¥ prestige, and completed with him*®"%¥ goodness'.

They said: 'What has Muhammad™®"% ordered you to?' They said: 'He™*"" has ordered
us to serve One Allah?"l and not associate anything with Him#%, and to establish Salat,
and to give the Zakaat, and to have good relations, and to be just to the people, and not
to give to the servants of Allah??" that which we do not love for ourselves, and to
believe and understand that Muhammad="¥ js the Chief of the former ones and the
later ones, and that Ali@%s, his™@WW prother, is the Chief of the Trustees?®%s, and that the
goodly from among his®"s Progeny®"s have been specialised with Imamate. They@Ws
are the Imams®"s on all those responsible on whom Allah®¥ has Obligated to obey
them@"s and necessitated to follow them™*¥s and be in their®%“s Mastership'.

They said: 'O you, these are such affairs that cannot be understood without manifest
proofs and illuminating evidence. No one can compel someone to accept these without
providing such evidence to him, and correct Signs to him. Did you witness Signs which
necessitates all this?' They said: 'Yes, by Allah??! We have seen such Signs from him-
saww that there is no way out from the Punishment of Allah2?¥ if we were to fight against
that, and we have realised that he*®"" has been made special by the Messenger-ship of
Allah-®" and been Given the Signs of Allah®*¥, and been honoured by Allah-?" with His
azwj Knowledge'. They said: 'What is it that you have seen?'

Ammar Bin Yasser?® said: 'That which 1" have seen is this. I®" was in doubt and said: 'O
Muhammad=2%! | have no way of ratifying you™®¥" when 1" have doubt in my?" heart.
Is there any evidence?' Hes®"¥ said: 'Yes'. I said: 'What is that?' He™®"¥ said: 'Return to
your house, ask whichever of the rocks and trees that you come across to ratify my=saww
Messenger-ship. They will bear witness to you of my*2"¥ Prophet-hood'.

I returned, and there was not a rock that 1" came across and not a tree that I saw,
except that I called out to it: 'O you rock, and O you tree! Muhammad™=®"¥ asks you to
bear witness to his®"W Prophet-hood, and ratify his*®¥% Messenger-ship. What witness
do you bear?' The rock and the tree spoke: 'l bear witness that Muhammad=2"" is the
Messenger of our Lord22%il'12

Hadith 2
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12 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®"s, H. 356
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Muhammad ibn al-Husayn and Ali ibn Muhammad have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Muhammad
ibn al-Walid Shabab al-Sayraf from Aban ibn 'Uthrnan from abu 'Abd Allah, 'Alayhi al-Salam, who has said
the following:

‘When the Messenger of Allah was about to die, he called al'Abbas ibn 'Abd al-Muttalib
and (Amir-ul-Momineen@%s) Ali®"s to meet him. He™®"¥ said to al-'Abbas, 'O uncle of
Muhammad, will you accept the legacy of Muhammad=®"Y, pay his debts and fulfil his
promises and commitments?' He responded, 'O the Messenger of Allah™®"%, may Allah
azw keep my soul and the souls of my parents in service for your cause, | am an old man
with a large number of dependents and with very few belongings, while you in
generosity compete with the winds.' The Imam™%* then said: he (the Messenger of
Allah) remained quiet for a moment and then said, 'O 'Abbas, will you take the legacy of
Muhammad=2", fulfil his promises, payoff his debts?' He responded, 'O the Messenger
of Allah™2"% may Allah-#*¥i keep my soul and the souls of my parents in service for your
cause, | am an old man with a large number of dependents and with very few
belongings while you in generosity compete with the winds.” ‘The Holy Prophet "% then
said, ‘I will give them away to whoever would want them along with their lights and
responsibilities.' Then the Holy Prophet™®"" said: ‘O Ali®%s, brother of Mohammed, will
you payoff the liabilities of Mohammed, payoff his debt and take possession of his
legacy?' He®"s said, 'Yes, may Allah keep my soul and the soul of my parents in service
for your cause, it is my 2% responsibility and in my favour.' Ali®"* said, 'l looked at him
and saw him take off even his' ring from his finger and say to me "Wear this ring in my
lifetime." He (Ali®¥*) said, 'l looked at the ring when wearing it on my finger and wished
to have it out of all his properties.'

Hes®WY then called upon Bilal loudly, 'Bring me my helmet, the coat of arms, the flag,
the shirt, the Dhul faqgar, (famous sword), al-Sahab (the turban), al-Burd (the clothing),
al-Abraga (the belt), and the staff." When it was brought its shine almost took away
one's sight. It was of the belts of paradise.'" He*®™¥ then said, 'O Ali®Ys, Jibraeel™
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brought this for me and said, "O Muhammad, place it (the belt) in the ring of the coat of
arms and use it as a belt around your midsection." Then he asked that the two pairs of
Arabian shoes be brought to him along with the shirt.

One of them was already stitched and the other was not yet stitched. It was the shirt
with which he was taken for the 'Isra’ (the night journey to the heavens), the shirt while
wearing it he came out on the day of 'Ohad. Three caps were brought: the cap used
while on a journey, the cap used on the 'ld days and the cap used on Fridays. Also the
cap that was used during his meeting with his companions was brought to him.

‘Then he**"" said, 'O Bilal, bring to us the two mules, the grey one and Dul-dul and the
two camels, al- 'Adba' and al-Qaswa' and the two horses, al-Janah, that was kept near
the door of the Mosque in case the Messenger of Allah*®"% needed. Whenever he
would need anything he would allow a man to ride on it to go for the task and the horse
would run for the needs of the Messenger of Allah*®"¥,_ Also Hayzum (the horse) was
brought to him. It was that to which he would say, 'Go on, Hayzum.' The donkey called
'Ufayr was brought to him. He then said, 'Take possession of these in my lifetime.'

Amir-ul-Momineen@"s has said, 'The first one of the animals that died was 'Ufayr which
died within the hour that the Messenger of Allah died. He broke off the rope that bound
him and began to run until he came to the well of banu Khatmah in Quba and threw
himself into it and it became his grave.' It is narrated that Amir-ul-Momineen?"* said,
'The donkey spoke to the Messenger of Allah*®"" saying, "May Allah keep my soul and
the soul of my parents in service for your cause, my father related to me from his father
from his grandfather from his father who lived with Noah in the Ark. Once, Noah came
to him and touched him on his back and said, ‘From the descendants of this donkey
there will be a donkey on whose back the master and the last of the prophets will ride.
(the donkey said) | thank Allah#¥ who has made me that donkey.’*3

Hadith 3:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Urnayr from abu Ayyub from abu Hamzah al-
Thumaliy who has said the following:

132371001z 38, H. 9
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‘A man once said to Ali ibn al-Husayn™@"s, 'You have given up Jihad because it is harsh,
but you have attached yourself to Hajj because it is comfortable.' He (the Imam) who
was leaning sat up straight and said, 'Fie upon you. Have you not heard what the
Messenger of Allah*®W said during his farewell pilgrimage during his stay in 'Arafat, and
it was about sunset.

The Messenger of Allah said: 'O Bilal, ask people to remain silent." When people became
silent the Messenger of Allah®"" said, 'Your Lord has granted you favours on this day.
He?? has granted forgiveness to the individuals of good deeds, and has made the ones
of good deed to intercede for the ones of evil deeds. You can leave now with your sins
forgiven.'

Narrators other than abu Hamzah al-Thumaliy have mentioned that the Imam
additionally said, 'Except those who are of individuals of al-Tabi'at (acts that require
investigation)." Allah is just. He brings to justice the stronger ones who wrong the
weaker ones. On the night of al-Jam' he continued quietly speaking to his Lord and
asked Him for forgiveness for the individuals of al-Tabi'at. When he stayed in Jam' he
said to Bilal 'You should ask people to remain silent.’

When people became silent hes®¥ said, 'Your Lord has granted you favours on this day.
He has forgiven the individuals of good deeds among you. He has made the individuals
of good deeds among you to intercede on behalf of the individuals of evil deeds. You
now may leave with your sins forgiven and He has made an undertaking in favour of the
individuals of al-Tabi'at (people liable for the rights of others) to be happy with them’.14

Hadith 4:
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 'Isa from al-Hassan ibn Mahbub
from Hisham ibn Salim from abu Basir who has said the following:

"I once heard Abu Ja'far®¥s saying, 'During the time of the Messenger of Allah**"" there
was a believing man, poor and very needy of the people of the platform (in front of
Masjid). He always kept very close to the Messenger of Allah?"W at the times of all Salat
(prayer) and did not miss any of them. The Messenger of Allah*®"W sympathized with
him greatly, looked after his needs and his poverty and said, 'O Sa'd, if something comes
to me | will make you self-sufficient.' It so happened that for a long time the Messenger
of Allah@"" did not get a chance and he (the Messenger of Allah) felt sad for Sa'd, Allah-
awi noticed how the Messenger of Allah2WW felt about Sa’d and Jibraeel® came to the
Messenger of Allah with two dirham and said, 'O Muhammad, Allah has noticed how
you feel about Sa'd. Do you want to make him rich?' He (the Messenger of Allah)
replied, 'Yes, | want to make him rich. Jibraeel® gave him two dirhams and told him to
give them to Sa'd and instruct him to do business with them.

The Messenger of Allah=®"W took the two dirham then went out for Salat (prayer) and
Sa'd was standing at the door of the chambers of the Messenger of Allah™®"Y waiting for
him. When the Messenger of Allah*®“ saw him he said, 'O Sa'd, are you good at
trading?' Sa'd replied, 'By Allah?™, | do not own anything to do trading. The Messenger
of Allah®¥ gave him the two dirham and told him to use them in trading and work for
sustenance from Allah-22% !

Sa'd took them and went with the Holy Prophet, until they performed al-Zuhr and al-
'Asr Salat (prayer). The Holy Prophet, said, 'Go in search for sustenance; | was worried
about your condition, O Sa'd.' Whatever Sa'd bought for one he then sold it for two
dirham and whatever he bought for two dirham he sold for four dirham and the worldly
things began to move to him. His assets grew larger and his business became successful.
At the door of the Masjid he found a place where he sat and operated his trade. The
Messenger of Allah=®"Y came out for Salat (prayer) when Bilal™ said Azan but Sa'd was
busy with the worldly things without wudu and unprepared unlike the way he did
before he was engaged in trading.

The Holy Prophet*®W asked, 'O Sa'd, the worldly things have kept you busy and away
from Salat (prayer).' He replied, 'What can | do? | do not want to waste my assets. From
this man | must receive payment and to this man | must pay.' Imam™?"* said that the
Messenger of Allah began to feel sadder about Sa'd than about his poverty. Jibraeel™s
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came and said, 'O Muhammad, Allah has noticed your feeling about Sa'd. Of his
conditions which one you like: this condition or that one before?' The Holy Prophet "W
said, 'O Jibraeel™, | like his condition before because his worldly things have taken away
his hereafter. Jibraeel? then said, 'The love of the world and its asset is a trial and
deviates one from the hereafter. You must ask Sa'd to return your two dirham that you
gave him. His condition will change to that he had before.'

Imam™@"s said, 'The Messenger of Allah™®"W went out, passed by Sa'd and asked, 'Do you
not want to return the two dirham | had given to you?' Sa'd replied, 'Yes, indeed, | can
give two hundred dirham.' He™®"¥ said, 'l just want the two dirham.' Sa'd gave two
dirham to the Messenger of Allahs®"¥, He®"s said that the worldly things turned away
from Sa'd until all that he had collected were gone and he returned to the condition he
was in before.”®

Hadith 5:
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Al-Husayn from Muhammad has narrated from Mualla ' ibn Muhammad from Bistam ibn Murrah from
Ishaq ibn Hassan from Haytham ibn Waqid from Ali ibn al-Hassan al-'Abdiy from abu Harun from abu Sa'id
al-Khudriy who was asked about the following:

‘Abu Harun once asked abu Sa'id al-Khudriy, 'What do you say about this fish that our
brothers in al-Kufah use for food, is it unlawful?' Abu Sa'id said, 'l heard the Messenger
of Allah*™¥, saying, "Al-Kufah is the skull and the spear of Allah?™i, and the mine of

15313: 0 5:z 38, H. 38
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faith, thus you must accept from them. | can inform you that the Messenger of Allah2¥W
stayed in Makkah one day and one night hungry. Then he went out and | went with him
(the Messenger of Allah). We passed by a group of friends who were eating lunch. They
said, 'O Messenger of Allah™=®"%, join us for lunch.' He*®"¥ said, 'Yes, make room for your
prophet.' He™®¥ sat between two men and | also sat down. He**"" took a loaf and
made it into two portions, then he*®"¥ looked at their curry and asked, 'What your curry
is made of'?' They replied, 'It is made of eel, O Messenger of Allah=2"W.' Hesa"W threw
the piece of bread from his hand and left.

Abu Sa'id has said, 'l stayed behind to find out people's opinion. People differed. One
group said that the Messenger of Allah has made it (eel) unlawful. The other group said,
'He (the Messenger of Allah) did not make it unlawful but just left, had he made it
unlawful he would have prohibited eating it.'

He (abu Sa'id) has said, 'l memorised what they had said and followed running to join
the Messenger of Allah*®¥ then we met a group of friends eating lunch; and they
asked, 'O Messenger of Allah, join us for lunch.' He™®"¥ said, 'Yes, make room for your
prophet.' He®"W sat between two men and | also sat with him. When he took a piece of
bread and looked at their curry, then asked, 'What your curry is made of'?' They replied,
"It is made of lizard, O Messenger of Allah™@¥W ' HeaWW threw the piece of bread from
his hand and left. Abu Sa'id has said, 'l stayed behind and people differed. They were
two groups. One group said, 'The Messenger of Allah™®"% has made it unlawful and for
this reason, he*®¥ did not eat.' The other group said, 'He®"V¥ just left. Had he made it
unlawful he would have prohibited us from eating.' | then followed the Messenger of
Allah™@W yntil | joined him and we passed by the foot of al-Safa' where cooking pots
were boiling. They said, 'O Messenger of Allah™=®"W if you can wait until our cooking pots
are ready.' He™®WW asked them, 'What is in your cooking pots?' They replied, 'Our
donkeys that we used to ride, have failed to move so we slaughtered them.'

The Messenger of Allah™®"% went close and turned the cooking pots with his foot then
hesaWW |eft fast. | stayed behind and certain ones of them said, 'The Messenger of Allah
saWW has made the flesh of donkeys unlawful' and others said, 'No, he did not do so. He
only emptied out your cooking pots so that you never slaughter your stumpers.'

Abu Sa'id has said that the Messenger of Allah™®W sent for me and when | arrived in his
presence hes®W said. 'Call for me Bilal." When | brought Bilal in. He™®"% said, 'O Bilal
climb on abu Qubays hill and announce that the Messenger of Allah®"¥ has declared,
eel, lizard and domestic donkeys are unlawful for food. So have fear of Allah®¥ and do
not eat fish except which has peels and the peels have scales, because Allah?™ has
metamorphosed seven hundred nations who had disobeyed the executors of wills after
the messengers. Four hundred of them remained on land and three hundred of them
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went in the sea’, then he®"¥ read this verse. ' ... We made into stories and broke them

into complete pieces, (34:20).’°
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APPENDIX 1I
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And by the chain, said, ‘It was informed to me by Abu Ahmad Ja’far Al Bayhagi, from Ali Bin Al Madany,
from Abu Khaleefa Al Fazl Bin Hubab, from Musaddad, from Abu Maiya (Muawiya), from Abu Al Amsh,
from Salih, from Abu Hureyra who said,
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‘It was so that | and Abu Zarr?s and Bilal were walking one day along with Ali®"* Bin Abu
Talib@"s, and Ali®"s looked at a watermelon. So he®"s |oosened a Dirham and handed
it over to Bilal and he®"s said: ‘O Bilall Bring me®%s, with this Dirham, from this
watermelon’, and Ali®"s went on to his®"* house. However, Bilal came to us with the
watermelon and Ali®"%s took the watermelon and cut it, but it turned out to be un-
sweat.
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So he®%s said: ‘O Bilal! Away with this watermelon, and turn towards me (and said) 1@s%s
narrate to you a Hadeeth which Rasool-Allah=®"% narrated to me®"s with it, and his=@%W
hand was upon mys®"" shoulder. He "V said: ‘Allah"®" Blessed and High Tossed my2s"s
love upon the rock, and the mud, and the oceans, and the mountain, and the tree, so
whatever responded to my 2" love is sweet and good, and whatever did not respond to
my s |ove is bad and bitter, and I"®"%s believe that his watermelon is from what did not

respond to my2s*s love’.1’

Additional Ahadith:
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17 Bashaarat Al Mustafa™®" Li Shia Al Murtaza®%“-P 4 H 75
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(The book) ‘Al-lkhtisas’ — ‘Bilal®" was a Muezzin of Rasool-Allah™®"%, When Rasool-Allah
sawW nassed away, he™® stayed in his house and did not call the Azaan for anyone from
the caliphs; and Abu Abdullah Ja’far?®%“s Bin Muhammad™"* said regarding him: ‘May
Allah®" have Mercy on Bilal®, for he used to love us®"“s the People®"“* of the
Household, and may Allah3?¥ Curse Suheyb for he was inimical to us®",

b e S0 AT 5 s
And in another Hadeeth — ‘He (Suheyb) used to cry upon Umar”’ .18
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‘A man from the people of Syria came to Abu Abdullah®"s and he®"* said to him, ‘The
first one to precede to the Paradise would be Bilal®”. He said: ‘And why?’ He®"* said:
‘Because he?" was the first one to call the Azaan”.*?

18 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 22, The book of our Prophet™¥¥ P 3 Ch 37 H 125
19 Bihar Al Anwaar —V 22, The book of our Prophet™®*¥, P 3 Ch 37 H 128
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