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In the Name of Allah®¥ithe Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-22"i Lord 22 of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad=2%"and his*®"¥ Purified Progeny2*s, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Knowledge and How to Acquire it?

Summary:

Allah?™, the most Kind and the most Merciful, has Sent down His??"l Prophets? and Imams
asws to convey His?™ Divine Message to all Jins and the human beings so that they live in
harmony in this temporal World and reap the benefits of eternal life in the Hereafter.
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And (Amir ul-Momineen®%*) said: ‘The knowledge is two (types of) knowledge: written, and
spoken, and the heard will not benefit when it does not become the written”.?

Amir-ul-Momineen@"s says in a sermon: The Knowledge was concise but it was expanded
(made complicated) by the idiots?.

That is people talk a lot about the religion without properly acquiring it’s knowledge and
claiming that it is extracted from a chest to a chest ‘Sina ba Sina’. However, this is how it was
transferred from a holy Prophet®"“s/Imam=*s to an Imam™*"* but for us the treasures of the
knowledge are the Book (Quran) and Ahadith — to which we can refer to when teaching,
learning and dealing with disagreements.

In this short article, we will learn from Ahadith of Masomeen?"s, from where to take
knowledge and how to leave it as an inheritance for our next generations.

1 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 338
2 dalaxall CoabY 3 LW el 129 4 JWIJlse, Nahjul Israr, pg. 34.
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Introduction:

The recipients of the Divine Knowledge were the Prophets/Imams, they®"“stransmitted that
to us while living among us, through the Holy Book and the Ahadith.
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‘From Abu Abdullah$%s having said: ‘Allah-*** Mighty and Majestic Merited the Determined
Ones (Ul Al-Azam) from the Messengers?® with the knowledge, over the Prophets®, and
Merited Muhammad=®"" over them™s, and we®"“* have inherited their?® knowledge, and we"
asws gre merited over them in their? merits, and they®® did not know the knowledge of Rasool-
Allah®%, and we®"s do know the knowledge of Rasool-Allah~a"",
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So, we™®%s gre narrating it to our®"s Shias. The one from them who accepts it, he is their
superior, and wherever we 2% will happen to be, our?s"s Shias would be with us?sWs” 3
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And he®%s said: ‘You are licking from the puddle and are leaving the mighty river!’ It was said,
‘What do you™@"“s mean by that?’

%
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He 2% said: ‘Allah2?¥i Revealed to Rasool-Allah2"" Taught the Prophets?* His# Secrets and
Allah?™i Taught him=2“% what they® did not know. He**"¥ divulged that, all of it to Amir Al-
Momineen@%Y¥, | said, ‘So Ali®*"s happened to be more knowledgeable than some of the
Prophets™.

3 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen*s, Ch 95 H 11
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Allah? Mighty and Majestic Opens the hearing of the ones He?™ so Desires to. IS am
saying that Rasool-Allah=®"" contained the knowledge of entirety of the Prophets? and Allah"

azwj Taught him™®W what they did not know, and he*®™¥ made all of that to be with Ali®"s,
and you are saying Ali®"s is more knowledgeable than some of the Prophets2s?’
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Then he®Vs recited Words of the Exalted: The one with whom was the knowledge from the

Book [27:40], then separated between his@"s fingers and placed them upon his@%s chest,
then said: ‘By Allah??, and with us?*** is knowledge of the Book, all of it!"’4

What is the Knowledge?
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Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Bargi in Al Mahaasin from his father, from Yunus Bin Abdul Rahmaan, from
Amro Bin Shimr, from Jabir who says:

Abu Ja’far®Ys said: ‘Hasten in the seeking of knowledge. By the One#¥ in Whose??"i Hand is

my %S soul, a single Hadith that you take from the truthful is better that this world and what
in contains of the gold and silver’.>

Masomeen ‘s Advise Against Following Others:
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(The narrator) says that Amir ul-Momineen?"s said:

4 Bihar Al Anwaar — V 40, The book of History — Amir Al Momineen s, Ch 95 H 12
5 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33313
6.5-273 -1 381 ~(5)
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Whoever takes the religion from the talk/mouth of Al-Rijal (as mentioned by people) will lose
it to Al-Rijal (another people as in agreement to their talks) but if one takes the religion from
the Book (Quran) and Sunnah (Ahadith) will be so (firm) that mountains may move but he will
not lose anything (from his beliefs/religion).

It is said this Hadith is from Al-Sadig®*s who has narrated from Amir ul Momineen®%s, and it
is from a continues chain as (reported by) Al-Kulani.”

Also in another Hadith:
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Imam Abu Abdullah™®"* said: If someone takes up religion (of Muhammad=®¥ and Alay
Muhammad?*s) from another person (Tagleed) then his religion remains infirm and is easily
destroyed by others (preachers) but if he takes it from 'Quran and Sunnah’, then mountains
may tremble but not his faith.2
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And from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Ibn Abu Nasr, from Mathni, from
Zarara who has narrated:

‘I was with Abu Ja’far®%s, and with him?@% was a man from Kufa asking him?*"s about the
words of the Amir-ul-Momineen%s: ‘Ask me 3% whatsoever you feel like. You will not ask
me for anything, but that I®%* will give you the answer for it’.

Imam™@"s replied: ‘There is no one who has any knowledge but it has come from the Amir-ul-
Momineen?"s, The people can go wherever they want, by Allah-#?¥, there is no (correct) affair
except from here’, - He®%s pointed towards his** own house’.’
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And from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al Husayn Bin Sa’eed, from Al Nazar Bin
Suweyd, from Yahya Al Halby, from Mo’ala Bin Uthman, from Abu Baseer —in a Hadith — said:

7132 :ye 277 cAnpidl Jlug
8 Mustadrak ul Wasail, vol. 17, pp. 308
® Wasail ul Shia, H. 33223.
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‘Easterners issue orders and so do Westerners, but by Allah-#%, there is no correct knowledge
except from the People of the Household?**s on whom Jibraeel? descends’.1°
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And from his father, from Al Mufeed, from Ibn Qulawayh, from Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from Ali Bin lbrahim,
from father, from Muhammad Bin Isa Al Yagteeny, from Yunus, from Amro Bin Shimr from Jabir who says:

Abu Ja’far®%s in a will about his®"s companions, said: ‘If a matter is unclear to you, pause in
it and refer it back to us@"s, until we"“s explain to you about that which we?"s know. If you
were to do as %S have willed to you, and do not take to others, and those of you who die
before the advent of our?"s Rising One (Al-Qaaim) 2" will be like a martyr, and one who is
present with our?¥s Rising One™®"s and dies for his®¥* (cause) will have the Reward of two
martyrs, and one who is killed by the enemy in front of him2**s will have the Reward of twenty

martyrs’.11

Knowledgeable is Superior than the worshiper:
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And from Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Ahmad Bin Ishaq, from Sad Bin Muslim, from Muawiya Bin Amar who
says:

| said to Abu Abdullah@s%s: (What about) a man who narrates your?@%s Ahadith? — until he?sWs
said: The narrator of our®"Ys Ahadith by which the hearts of our?®"s Shiites get strengthened
is superior than the thousand worshippers.!?
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10 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33225.
11 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33511
12 \Wasail ul Shia, H. 33417
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And in Uyoon Al Akhbaar from Abdul Wahid Bin Muhammad Bin Abdous, from Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Quteyba,
from Hamad bin Suleyman, from Abdul Salaam Al Harwy says:

Imam Al-Reza®¥s said: May Allah®* have Mercy on the one who keeps our?"s affairs alive.
| said: ‘How does one keep your@s¥s affairs alive? He " said: ‘He learns our®%“s knowledge,
and teaches it to the people, for if the people were to come to know the good in our?Wws
speech, they will follow us@sws,13

Knowledge of Ahadith is the Most Valuable Treasure:
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Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Bargi in Al Mahaasin from his father, from Yunus Bin Abdul Rahmaan, from
Amro Bin Shimr, from Jabir who says:

Abu Ja’far®"s said: ‘Hasten in the seeking of knowledge. By the One??"i in Whose#" Hand is
my*¥s soul, a single Hadith that you take from the truthful is better than this world and what
in contains of the gold and silver’.14
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And by its chain from Ali®*"s — in the 400 Ahadith — Amir-ul-Momineen?"s said: ‘Teach your
children our?Ys knowledge, Allah-®" will Give them benefit by it, and our?"s adversaries will
not overcome them with their opinions, and do not use analogy in religion, for religion is that
which is not from analogy, and very soon people will come who will indulge in analogies. They
are the enemies of Religion, and the first one to use analogy was Iblees™. Beware of pleading
arguments for it will place you in doubt, and the one who opposes us?"s will be destroyed’.*

13 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33297
14 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33313.
15 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33170.
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The Correct Knowledge is only in the Ahadith of Ahl Al-
Bayt"s:
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And from them, from Ahmad, from Al Washaa, from Tha’lbat Bin Maymoun, from Abu Maryam who said that
Abu Ja’far®"s said the following to Salmat Bin Kaheel, and Al Hakam Bin Utayba:

Imam Abu Ja’far®"“s said: ‘Go to the East or go to the West, you will not find correct
knowledge except that which has come out from us@% (Ahadith) the People of the
Household2sws’ 16
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Ali Bin Muhammad Al Khazaaz in the book Al Kifaya regarding the number of the Imams™", narrates from Al

Husayn Bin Muhammad Bin Sa’eed, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al Safwani, from Marwaan Bin Muhammad Al
Sanjaari, from Abu Yahya Al Tamimi, from Yahya Al Baka’ who has narrated the following from Ali-@s"*:

‘The Rasool-Allah*2"Y said: ‘My 2" community will be divided into seventy three sects, one
of these sects will achieve salvation, and the rest of them will be destroyed, and the one which
will achieve salvation is the one which will attach itself to your2"s Wilayah?’, will take from

your?@Ws knowledge, and will not act according to their opinions, those ones (the other 72)

will not find a way’.18

The Knowledge of Ahadith Should be Learned and
Passed-on:
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16 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33166.
17 Mastership
18 \Wasail ul Shia, H. 33180.
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And in Uyoon Al Akhbaar and Al Illal by their chains from Al Fazl Bin Shazaan, from Al Reza#s"*
—in a Hadith — said: ‘Allah*¥ only Ordered the Pilgrimage so that they would all come as a
group, and seek the increase, and exit from all their errors committed by the servants’ — until
he?"s said: ‘And let among them be those that ponder, and copy the Hadith of the Imams"
asws to every corner of the world, as Allah??% Mighty and Majestic has Said ‘why should not
then a company from every party from among them go forth that they may apply
themselves to obtain understanding in religion, and that they may warn their people when
they come back to them that they may be cautious?’ — 9:122 and ‘That they may witness
advantages for them’ — 22:28.%°
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Muhammad Bin Makky Al Shaheed in the book Al Arbaeen from Al Syed Umeyd Al Deen Muhammad Bin Ali Bin
Al A’raj, from Al Alaamat Al Hassan Bin Yusuf Bin Al Mutahar, from his father, from Az Al Deen Muhammad Bin
Al Hassan Al Husayni, from Abu Al Makraam Hamza Bin Ali Bin Zahra Al Husayni, from Al Hassan Bin Taariq Al
Hilli, from Al Syed Abu Al Ridha Al Rawandy, from Al Sakry, from Saeed Bin Abu Saeed Al Ayaar, from Abu Al
Hassan Al Hafiz, from Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Mahrawiya, from Dawood Ibn Suleyman, from Al Reza®*¢, from
his®"* forefathers®"* from the Prophet™**" said:

Rasool-Allah=®"" said: ‘One from my*®% community who memorises forty-Ahadith and
benefits others by these, Allah-?* will Send him on the Day of Judgement as a knowledgeable
man of understanding’.?°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?“s having said: ‘The one from you who teaches the
knowledge, for him would be a Recompense similar to the Recompense of the student, and
for him would be the merit upon him (as being his teacher). Therefore learn the knowledge
from the bearers of the knowledge, and teach it to your brethren just as the scholars®"s have
taught it to you all’.?!

19 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33310
20 \Wasail ul Shia, H 33317
21 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH4 H 2
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b4 (Muarifat) Comes from Learning Ahadith:
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Aliibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from Muhammad from Muhammad ibn so and so al-Waqiti (a certain
sect) who has said:

One of the sons of my uncle was called al-Hassan ibn Abd Allah. He was Zahid (restricted
himself from worldly pleasures). He was the foremost in worship in his time. The Sultan would
also observe cautions due to his devoutness and seriousness in matters of religion. He even
demanded the Sultan to respect and maintain the lawful and the unlawful rule with strictness.
The Sultan exercised patience with him due to his virtuousness.

It continued as such every day until one day, Abu Al-Hassan, Musa®"* went to him while he
was in the mosque and called him with a hand gesture. When he came near, the Imam@s%s
said, O Abu Ali, " like your practice very much and it makes me happy. However, you do

not have any Asjm insight. You must seek 49,« in depth understanding. He said, May Allah-22¥

keep my soul in service for your cause, what is c\sju in depth recognition?

He@%s said: Go and try to understand and learn Hadith, He then asked, from whom | must
learn Hadith. The Imam™@"“* said, Learn from the teachers of religion in Medina. Then read
them before me to verify.

The narrator has said that he then went, wrote (a few Hadith), came back and read them
before him3%s, The Imam2"s deleted all of them and said to him, suju.i\ Sl &A1 Go and

learn how to understand. The man was very serious in his religion. He kept watching Abu Al-
Hassan™@Ys until one day he went out in search of a lost property and Abu Al-Hassan@%s, met
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him on the way. He said, May Allah?*i keep my soul in service for your?“s cause, | will hold
you (responsible) before Allah? unless you teach me how to have understanding.

The Imam™@%s explained to him about Amir-ul-Momineen?"s Ali®"s |bn Abi Talib®"* and
what had happened after the Messengers2"V of Allah-#2%, He"*" also explained to him about
the two men and he agreed. Then he asked, Who was the Leader with Divine Authority after
Amir-ul-Momineen@Ws Ali@Ws? He?3Ws said, Al-Hassan®"“$, was the Leader with Divine
Authority, then al-Hussain®%s, He®"s mentioned, Aimmah?**s one after the other up to his
asws gwn self and remained silent.

The narrator has said that the man then asked, May Allah*¥ keep my soul in service for your
asws cause, who is the Leader with Divine Authority today? The Imam2"* asked, Were %S to
tell, would you then accept? He said, May Allah* keep my soul in service for your s cause,
yes, | would accept.

He Y said, 1*%* am the one (Leader with Divine Authority). He then asked, is there any
evidence | can use as proof? The Imam™"* said, Go to that tree. He®%s pointed out with his
hand to Umm Ghaylan and say to it, Musa@*s ibn Jafar®%“s says, Come to me. He has said, |
then went to the tree and saw it, by Allah®™, cutting the earth a real cut until it stood before
him. Then he made a gesture and it returned.

The narrator said that he then acknowledged his@“s Imamat. He remained silent and devoted
himself in worship and no one thereafter saw him speak.??

The Salvage and Relieve is in the Ahadith (Books):
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And from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Barqgi, from one of our
companions, from Abu Sa’eed Al Khaybari, from Al Mufazzal Bin Umar who said:

‘Abu Abdullah@¥s said to me: ‘Write, and spread your knowledge within your brothers. When
you (are about to) die, leave your books as inheritance for your children, for there will come
upon the people a time of disorder, they will not find relief in it except by their books’.?3

2 353:401:ig @8
23 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33263.
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Importance of Writing and Reading the Ahadith:
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And from Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Abdullah, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Abu Ayoub Al Madani, from lbn
Abu Umeyr, from Husayn Al Hamasy who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullahs"s said: ‘The heart relies upon the written words’.?*
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And from Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Mo’ala Bin Muhammad, from Al Hasan Bin Ali Al Washa’, from Aasim
Bin Hameed, from Abu Baseer who said:

‘I heard Abu Abdullah?%s say: ‘Write it, for you will not be able to memorise it until you write
it down’.?
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And from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Al Hasan Bin Ali Bin Fazaal, from
Ibn Bakeer, from Ubeyd Bin Zarara who said:

Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Preserve your books, for you will soon have a need for those’.?®
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And from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Barqi, from one of our
companions, from Abu Sa’eed Al Khaybari, from Al Mufazzal Bin Umar who said:

‘Abu Abdullah"s said to me: ‘Write, and spread your knowledge within your brothers. When
you (are about to) die, leave your books as inheritance for your children, for there will come
upon the people a time of disorder, they will not find relief in it except by their books’.?’

24 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33260
2> Wasail ul Shia, H. 33261
26 \Wasail ul Shia, H. 33262
27 \Wasail ul Shia, H. 33263
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And in the Ziyaarat, the Hadith of Muhammad Bin Maarid has mentioned:

Abu Abdullah@*s regarding the virtues of the Ziyaarat of Amir-ul-Momineen Vs — until hews
said - : ‘O Ibn Maarid! Write down this Hadith in golden liquid’.?®
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And it has preceded regarding the enjoining of the good in a Hadith on blood rights — until he
asws said: ‘Write this down in gold, for you will not have written anything better than this’.?®
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And it has been narrated by Al-Saffar in Basaair Al-Darajaat from them™*"s a Hadith regarding
the virtues of the Imams¥s — until he®"* said: ‘It is (more like) obligatory to write down this
Hadith by the ink of gold’.3°
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And from them, from Ahmad, from Muhammad Bin Ali who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah®%s said: ‘Beware of lies and deceit’. It was said to him?"s, ‘What lies and
deceit?’ He®%* said: ‘A man narrates a Hadith to you and you avoid him and narrate from the
one whom he had narrated from’.3!
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And from Ahmad Bin Mehran, from Abdul Azeem Al Hasany, from Ali Bin Asbaat, from Al Hakam Bin Ayman,
from Abu Baseer said:

‘| asked Abu Abdullah%s regarding the Words of Allah-#**l Mighty and Majestic, Those who
listen to the word, then follow the best of it - 39:18 ,until the end of the Verse’. He®"* said:
‘They are the ones who have submitted to the Progeny®"“s of Muhammad=**%¥, when they

28 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33264
2% Wasail ul Shia, H. 33265
30 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33266
31 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33267
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hear the Hadith, they do not add anything to it nor do they leave anything out of it, they go
with it (act upon it) as they have heard it’.??
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And from Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Moala Bin Muhammad, from Ali Ibn Asbaat who has narrated the
following:

Al-Reza®¥s in the Hadith Al-Kanz in which Allah3*" Mighty and Majestic has Said, and there
was beneath it a treasure belonging to them — 18:82 , when it was said to him@"“s, ‘May | be
your ransom, | would like to write it down’. He@"s hit his®%s hand, by Allah-#?%, towards the
ink pot and placed it in front of me. | kissed his®%s hand and took it, and wrote it down’.33
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And from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Abu
Nasr, from Jameel Bin Daraaj who has narrated the following:

Abu Abdullah*"s said: ‘Place ‘e’raab’ on our?“s Hadith for we?"s are an eloquent people’.34
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And from Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Umar Bin Abdul Aziz, from
Hisham Bin Saalim, and Hamaad Bin Uthman, and others, who have narrated the following:

‘We have heard Abu Abdullah®"s say: ‘My2%s Hadith is the Hadith of my?%s father?s¥s, and
the Hadith of my2*"s father2s"s is the Hadith of my2“s grandfather?®"“s, and the Hadith of my
asws grandfather is the Hadith of Al-Husayn?, and the Hadith of Al-Husayn®*"s is the Hadith
of Al-Hassan®"¢, and the Hadith of Al-Hassan is the Hadith of Amir-ul-Momineen?$"$, and the
Hadith of Amir-ul-Momineen?s js the Hadith of the Rasool-Allah=®¥%, and the Hadith of the
Rasool-Allah2%W js the Words of Allah®*"/ Mighty and Majestic’.3°

32 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33268
33 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33269
34 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33270
35 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33271
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And from a number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Muhammad Bin Al Hassan Bin Abu
Khalid Sheynulat, said:

‘I said to Abu Ja’far®¥s the second, ‘May | be sacrificed for you¥s! Our elders used to narrate
from Abu Ja’far®%s and Abu Abdullah™"“s, and it was a period of severe dissimulation
(Tagayyah). They used to hide their books and not narrate from them. When they died, they
left their books for us’. He®"s said, Narrate by them, for they are the truth’.3®

The forbiddance from the speech without knowledge
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‘Abu Abdullah?"s said to me: ‘I forbid you from two characteristics wherein is destruction
of the men. 1% forbid you to make a Religion of Allah®¥ with the falsehood, and issue
Fatwas to the people with what you do not know’.?’

e ) Bz ST JEJ6 %‘aﬁ}“ K LB RN B 8 B A e (3 R B Gl (U

J;SVUJJ.JJ\J\JJJU\@Q Ag) Ss 25 S Lged illas 5 26) (pOl)

‘Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘Beware of two characteristics, for in these two were destroyed, the
one who was destroyed. Beware of issuing Fatwas to the people by your opinion, or making
a Religion with that which you do not know’.32
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36 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33272
37 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 1
38 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®%s having said: ‘The one who issues Fatwa to the
people without knowledge and without (having) guidance, the Angels of the Mercy and the
Angels of the Punishment curse him, and attach him with the burden of the ones who acted
by his Fatwa’.3°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far@%s having said: ‘As for what you know, so you can talk
about it, but what you do not know, so you should be saying, ‘Allah-®?*l is more Knowing’. The
man clinches to a Verse from the Quran, and falls in it (to a distance) further than what is
between the sky and the earth’.%°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah@%s having said: ‘(It is) for the scholar, when he is
asked about something and he does not know it, that he should be saying, ‘Allah"®¥ is more
Knowing’, and it is not for other than a scholar that he should be saying that’.*!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah*s having said: ‘When the man from you is asked
about what he does not know, so let him say, ‘1 don’t know’, and he should not say, ‘Allah-2%

39 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ighorance CH 11 H 3
40 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 4
41 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 5
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is more Knowing’, for there would occur a doubt in the heart of his companion. And when the
questioned one says, ‘l don’t know’, so the questioner cannot accuse him’.*?
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‘| asked Abu Ja’far?s%s, ‘What is a Right of Allah®* upon the servants?’ He*"* said: ‘That he
should be saying what he knows, and refraining during what he does not know’.*3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?**s having said: ‘Allah?¥ Particularised with two
Verses from His?" Book that they (people) should not be saying until they know, and they
should not be replying what they are not knowing, and the Mighty and Majestic Said [7:169]
Was not a Covenant Taken from them in the Book that they would not speak anything about
Allah but the truth? And Said [10:39] But, they are belying that which they have no
comprehension of its Knowledge, and it’s explanation has not yet come to them’ **
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(It has been narrated) from Ibn Shubrama (a judge) who said, ‘l do not recall a Hadeeth | heard
from Ja’far Bin Muhammad s except that it almost pierces my heart. He®%s said: ‘Mys"s
father?¥s narrated to me, from my2%s grandfather?"s, from Rasool-Allah-saWw’,
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Ibn Shubrama said, ‘And | swear by Allah??, his@%s father?®%s did not lie upon his@Wws
grandfather®"s, nor his®"* grandfather?": (lied) upon Rasool-Allah2%Y¥, He 3% said: ‘Rasool-

42 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH11 H 6
43 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 7
4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 8
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Allah™aW s3id: ‘The one who acts by the analogies, so he would be destroyed and destroy
(others), and the one who issues Fatwas to the people without knowledge and he does not
know the Abrogating (Verses of the Quran) from the Abrogated, and the Decisive from the
Allegorical, so he would be destroyed and destroy (others)’.*
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‘I heard Amir Al-Momineen VY saying: ‘The people split after Rasool-Allah™®"¥ into three — a
group went to a scholar®“s who was upon Guidance from Allah??¥, whom Allah-?* had Made
to be self-sufficient with what he®"s knew, from the knowledge of others; and (a group went
to) an ignorant one claiming to (have the) knowledge, (although) there was no knowledge for
him, being astounded (confused) by whatever was with him. The world had tempted him and
he tempted others; and (a group went to) a student of the scholar®%s upon the way of
Guidance from Allah??, and were saved. Then they were destroyed, the ones who claimed
(to be scholars), and the ones who forged (matters) incurred loss’.%®
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And when you see a group who are not mentioning Allah®%, so do not sit with them, for if
you happen to be knowledgeable, your knowledge would not benefit you, and if you happen
to be ignorant, it would increase your ignorance, and perhaps if Allah??¥ was to Shade/Inflect
them with His®*" Punishment, so He®*" would Cover you along with them’.#’
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4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 11 H 9
46 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH3 H 1
47 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH8 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s and Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from lbn
Mahboub, raising it from Amir Al-Momineen?®%* having said: ‘The most Hateful of the
creatures to Allah®? Mighty and Majestic are two (types of) men — A man whom Allah-?%
Leaves him to himself. So he is biased from the purpose of the Way, pre-occupying himself
with the innovative speech. He would be fondly attached with the Fasting and the praying of
Salat, but he would be a sedition for the ones who are tempted by him. He is straying from
the guidance of the ones who were before him, causing to stray the ones who follow him
during his lifetime and after his death, bearing the errors of others, encumbered with his own
errors’.
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And a man who displays ignorance among the ignorant people assisted by the darkness of the
existing ‘Fitna’ strife. Those who resemble the people call him a ‘scholar’, but he has not
enriched in it (the knowledge) even for one complete day. So he has accumulated early, a lot
of what a little from it would be better than a lot, to the extent that when he is saturated
from the putrid and accumulated (useless knowledge) without a benefit, he sits between the
people as a judge, guaranteeing to rid the confusion of others. And if he opposes a judge
preceding him, there is no security that his own judgment would not be broken by the one
who would come after him, just like his own deed with the one who was before him.
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And if there descends with him one of the ambiguities and the dilemmas, he would generate
a statement for it from his own opinion, then disassociate with it. Thus, he is one who wears
the confusion like the web of a spider, not knowing whether he has got it right or erred. He
does not reckon that there is knowledge in something from what he has denied, nor does he
consider that behind what has reached him is a Religion, nor if he were to compare something
with something that his view could be a lie.
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And if a matters is opaque (unclear) upon him, he would conceal it due to what he knows
from his own ignorance of it, so that perhaps it would be said, ‘He does not know’. Then he
becomes audacious and he passes a judgment. Thus it (becomes) a key of inability to see,
riding the confusion in blind ignorance, not excusing himself from what he does not know. He
does not bite into the knowledge with cutting teeth, so he splatters out the reports
(Ahadeeth) like the wind scattering the wildfires. The inheritances (of the people) weep due
to it, and blood (murder cases etc.) scream out due to it.
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He makes the Prohibited sexual relations to be permissible by his judgment, and he prohibits
the Permissible sexual relations by his judgment. Neither can he be relied upon for the
implementations that arrive from him, nor is he rightful of what is overdone from him, from
his claims of the truthful knowledge’.

Disassociate from People of ‘Biddah’ (Heresy):
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"% said: ‘Every
innovation is a straying, and every strayed one would be in the Fire’.4°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah#%s having said: ‘Do not befriend the people of the
innovation, nor sit with them (in a gathering), for you would become, in the presence of the
people, like one of them’. Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘The man is upon the Religion of his friend
and his associates’.>®
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah=¥s having said: ‘Do not accompany the people of
innovation and do not be seated with them for you would come to be in the presence of the

48 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ighorance CH 19 H 6
49 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 19 H 12
50 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Social Relationships CH 4 H 10
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people like one of them. Rasool-Allah=#"" said: ‘The person is upon the Religion of his friends
and his associates’.>?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah*¥s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Whenever
you see the people of the doubts and the innovation from after me™®%, so display the
disownment from them, and frequent from insulting them, and speaking regarding them, and
the encountering them, and the defaming them, perhaps they would not covet (plant) the
mischief in Al-Islam, and caution the people not to learn from their innovations, Allah-2
would Write the good deeds for you due to that, and Raise the levels for you in the Hereafter
due to that’.>?

Finally, following others may lead to Shirk, see Appendix:

51 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 163 H 3
52 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 163 H 4
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APPENDIX:

‘Shirk biz Zaat’ (Worshiping of someone):

Imam Abu Abdullah™@"s said: the Verse (12:106): And most of them do not believe in Allah
without associating others (with Him). Imams¥s explained that this verse refers to the Shirk
in obedience (Shirk Biz Zaat) and not to the Shirk in worship (Shirk bil Ibada) and the Verse
(22:112):
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And among men is he who worships Allah (standing) on the verge...Imam=2"s replied that
this verse was descended for a single person but it applied to all those who followed him. |
asked: Will that who takes an Imam (a guide) other than those Nominated by Allah-#*"/ would
fall under this Verse? Imam™@%s replied: Yes, just him or sometimes even all those (the
Mureeds) who follow him.>*
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And most of them although embrace faith (become Momin) but still associate others with
Allah.
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Yahya ibn al-Mubarak from Abd Allah ibn
Jabalah, who from Sama’a, who from Abu Basir and Ishaq ibn Ammar, who has narrated the following from Abu
Abdullahs"s:

‘About the Words of Allah: “And most of them although embrace faith (become Momin) but
still associate others with Allah’ (12:106). Imam™"s said: ‘They (the Momin) obey Satan
without knowledge (in submissions) and this is Shirk’.>>
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And among men is he who serves Allah (standing) on the verge, so that if good befalls him he is satisfied
therewith, but if a trial afflict him he turns back headlong; he loses this world as well as the hereafter; that is a
manifest loss.
54 Al-Kafi, Vol. 1, H.370.
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Mohammed ibn Isa, who from Yunus, who from Ibn Bukayr, who from Durays,
who has narrated the following from Abu Abdullah™%s:

‘About the words of Allah-?": ‘And most of them although embrace faith (become Momin)
but still associate others with Allah’ (12:106). The Imam™"s said: ‘(It means) ‘Al-Shirk’ in
obedience and it is not in worship’, and the Words of Allah to achieve worldly gains....(22:11).
The Imam™"s said: ‘A Verse comes down about a man and then it applies to his followers’. |
then said: ‘Do those who appoint others (as peers) instead of you (Ahl Al-Bayt?*"*) are worship
for worldly gains? The Imam2"s said: ‘Yes, in cases (of submission) it is just that (al-Shirk)’.>®
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From him, from lbn Muskaan, from Maalik Al-Juhny who said:

Abu Abdullah®"s said to me: ‘O Maalik! Will you not be happy that you establish the Prayer,
and you give the Zakat, and you restrain yourself, and you enter the Paradise? O Maalik! There
is none from the people who followed the imam in the world except that he (their imam) will
come on the Day of Judgement cursing them and they would be cursing him except for you
and the one who is similar to your condition. O Maalik! By Allah-®*¥i, the dead ones from
among you who were upon this matter (Al-Wilayah) is a martyr of the status of the striker
with his sword in the Way of Allah-32%" 57

Who has the Right of Istinbaat (Interpretation)?
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Muhammad bin Yagoub from Ali Bin Ibrahim from his father from Al Hassan Bin Mahboub from Muhammad Bin
Al Fazl from Abu Hamza who has narrated the following in a lengthy Hadith from Abu Ja’far?s"s:

‘And surely Allah®¥ has not Kept knowledge within ignorance, and has not given the
authority of His®" Affair to any one from His? creation, not an Angel of Proximity nor a
Messenger, but whenever He®*¥ Sent an Angel as a messenger, He®* Told him ‘Say such and
such!” He® Ordered them that what He*** Loved and Prohibited them from that which He
awi Abhorred. He®" Sent them to His@®™" creation with knowledge, Taught them that
knowledge, and Taught the Prophets? and their Trustees™® from the Prophets™® and the
Trustees™ to the extent that He** Said that (Ul il Amr) those in authority and the Guides
have the right of Istinbaat®®’. Then Said, ‘Whosoever held fast to the virtues found a way to
their?Ys knowledge, and achieved salvation by their?s help’. Whoever considered those in
authority and the people of Istinbaat by their®%“s knowledge to be other than theiraW%s
characteristics of the Prophets™®"s, to be other (people) than these, has gone against the
Order of Allah?™, and made the ignorant to be as the guardians from Allah?¥, the strivers
without Guidance from Allah-#*" and they consider themselves to be the people of Istinbaat
of the Knowledge of Allah-32",

They have forged lies against Allah?* and His®" Prophet**"*¥ and these are that they have
turned against his=®" Trustee®"* and the obedience to him™?*¥s and did not give him?*"s the
preference that Allah?* had given him®%s, They have gone astray and have led others astray,
and on the Day of Judgement they will not have any proof for themselves’, to the extent that
hesawW referred to the Words of Allah"®¥ in the Verse [6:89] therefore if these disbelieve in
it We have already entrusted with it a people who are not disbelievers in it. And these are
all the virtues of the People of the Household?*s and their?¥s brothers and their?¥s Progeny,
and this is in the Words of The High2? ‘If this community of yours=2¥¥ disbelieves in this then
We a2 will transfer it to the People ®Ys of your®% Household who*** have faith in yoursaw
Message and will never ever disbelieve in it, and after you™®'W the scholars of yoursaww
community will not let it go waste that which We?* have Sent you™®*W with, those that are
in authority after you™®¥, and the People of Istinbaat with knowledge, in whom there are no
lies, nor any sin, nor any wrongdoing, nor any mischief, nor any opinions’, until he™®¥ said,
‘O People! Place reliance upon what I*"% have said to you as where Allah?? has Placed His
azwj \Wilayat (Mastership), His®" Obedience, His®" Love, and the Istinbaat of His??W
Knowledge, and His®%¥ Proofs and accept them2¥s and attach yourselves to attain salvation,
for on the Day of Judgement this will be your evidence and this is the Way of your Lord3?¥,
and do not make as intermediaries to the Wilayat of Allah?* except by them2ss, Whosoever
were to do that would have the right of being Honoured by Allah-?*l and not to be Punished
by Him??¥, and whoever were to take to others besides thems*s, would incur the right to be
Disgraced by Him??¥ and Punished’.>®

58 Interpretation of Religious Laws, however, its meanings have changed, today it means the extraction of
religious law based on the application of logic by the Jurist. (Al-munjid)
9 Wasail ul Shia, H. 33151
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