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Pictures, Portraits, Statues, Music, Singing and Ga  mes

Summary:

Pictures and/or portraits of human beings and animals alike have found their way into
most houses, even those of the followers of Twelve Imami Shias, many have
accepted the modern trend due to ignorance; whereas others have been encouraged
by the Fatawa of Mujtahids, for example, in the Tafseer of the Holy Quran (34:13),
Aga Mahdi Puya says®: ‘Some of the jurists refer to the word tamathil (st  atues) in
favour of the permissibility, of making images, and only restricting the
prohibitory traditions to those images which are me ant for worship. For details
refer to the books of figh'.

In this short article, we will try to learn ‘the Divine Verdict' on the display of
pictures/portraits and statues in our society, as explained from the traditions of
Masomeen®"®:

In brief, using pictures/portraits of animals within the house for decoration, is
forbidden, if one finds these images within a house, then one cannot offer Salat there
unless these images are covered or are underneath one’s feet. Pictures of nature;
those without a head are however, acceptable within the premises of the house, i.e.,
on walls or on furnishings.

Furthermore indulging in such activities and acts which diverts one’s attention away
from Allah®" is also forbidden and, is considered to be ‘Lahoo Lahab’ (satanic acts).
This includes things such as: music; singing; dancing; playing cards; video
games...ECT

In addition, it is important to note when we go to earn lawful sustenance, we are
actually worshiping; we present four Ahadith below in order to distinguish between
the useless acts (Lahoo Lahab) and those acts which, may not be superficially
recognised as worship, but in fact are essential aspects of worship:

(1) ‘Abu Jafar®*"* has said that the Messenger of Allah®*"" has said: 'Worship has
seventy parts. The most excellent part in it is working to make lawful living’.?

(2) ‘The Messenger of Allah®®"" has said: ‘O Allah®": Grant us blessings with our
loaves of bread and do not take them away from us. Without bread we neither
are able to perform Salat or fast, nor can we perform our obligations toward
(Allah®") our Lord’.2

Y hitp://quran.al-islam.org/
2 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8348, Ch. 5, h, 6
® Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8324, Ch. 3, h, 13
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(3) ‘Abu Abd Allah®*® once said: ‘A wealth that keeps you away from injustice is
better than poverty that leads you to commit sins’.*

(4) ‘About the words of Allah®": There are men who do not become distracted
from speaking of Allah because of trading and busin ess.' (24:37). The
Imam®**® said: ‘They are the business people who do not become distracted
from speaking of Allah®*" because of trade and business when it is time for
Salat. They yield to the rights of Allah®" in such times’.®

The Word Picture/Portrait in the Holy Quran:

The word ‘Tamasil’ (picture) is found in several places within the Holy Book, as:

Ll e e B0 (5™ 400 3l 40 O Ul (e Da) (5™ il (e AT U™ 76 LA et Wisde Tl (Ll

IR 35500 U1 she ) ¥ el ) 585 () S iy JllaS g g jae (e 5L Le A1 ) sl {34:12) el liie (e 483

{34:13}) K4l (salie (4e U8

And (We made) the wind (subservient) to Sulaiman, w  hich made a month's
journey in the morning and a month's journey in the evening, and We made a
fountain of molten copper to flow out for him, and of the jinn there were those
who worked before him by the command of his Lord; a nd whoever turned aside
from Our command from among them, We made him taste the punishment of
burning (34:12).

They made for him what he pleased of fortresses and images , and bowls (large)
as watering-troughs and cooking-pots that will not move from their place; give
thanks, O family of Dawood! And very few of My serv  ants are grateful (34:13).

The following Ahadith of Masomeen® explain the above Verses:

il U8 G o il e el o B e il o o S o BT Lo Al o di e Walal e B
LS el Ty JBTI S (Lo J8 l a8 i 75 il Ty Gyl e el Le A1 Osllaxy Ua Ty e 4Bl Jd g s
A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn abu
Nasr from Dawud ibn al-Haseen from al-Fadl abu al-Abbas who has said the following:

‘I once asked Abu Jafar®"* about the meaning of the words of Allah®*": ‘They made
for him whatever he wanted, such as Salat (prayer) niche, statues, basins like
wells (34: 13) . The Imam®"* said: ‘They were not statues of men and women but
they were the figures of trees and similar objects’.®

* Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8322, Ch. 3, h, 11
® Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8664, Ch. 53, h, 21
® Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12300, CH. 28, h 3 477 1 =6z A<
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad and 'Abd Allah sons of Muhammad ibn ‘Isa from Ali
ibn al-Hakam who from Aban ibn 'Uthman who from abu al-Abbas who has said the following:
‘About the meaning of the words of Allah®": ‘... they made for him whatever he
wanted like prayer niche, statues ... ' (34: 12).  Abu Abd Allah®"® has said: ‘They
(statues) by Allah®", were not the statues of men and women, they, however, were
of trees and things (of nature)’.’

For further references, see Appendix I.
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(2:58) il
And when We said: Go into this township and eat fre ely of that which is therein,
and enter the gate prostrate, and say: "Repentance. " We will forgive you your

sins and will increase (reward) for the right-doers (2:58).

Moo "l o3 T lanl " SELLY " 3" U ) e L 1S3 1 e ) I (D) asle) sle¥) I3
V5o ond DU el 5 " N2 QS Can M AN (e " Lgie | 0S8 M il (g A s @lldg el O30 (e M Ly
S A Al QLM bl gl g L s
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The Holy Imam Hassan Al-Askari®*** said that 'Allah®" Said: 'Call to mind O Children
of Israel "And when We said" to your ancestors "Enter this city” and this was
'Areyha’ from the cities of Shaam® and that had just crossed over from the desert
"then eat from " from the town "it a plenteous (food) wherever you wish " Plenty of
it, without tiredness, which has been set up "and enter the gate " the gate of the
town "making obeisance " Allah®" had Placed on the door of the town the
likenesses of Muhammad®®"" and Ali**"* and ordered them to perform the prostration
of reverence to those likenesses, and renew on their selves the allegiances in
remembrance of their®®"® Mastership and remember the oath and the covenant that
had been taken from them regarding these two®"*.

"and say, forgiveness " Meaning — say: 'We prostrate to Allah®*" in reverence to the
likenesses of Muhammad®®" and Ali**"* and our belief in their Mastership, forgive us
our sins and overlook our mistakes.' Allah the Almighty Says: "We will forgive you "
Meaning — with this deed of prostration "your wrongs " and the sins of your past are
removed.

" bid, h 7
® Syria
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"and give more to those who do good (to others) " And if from among you did not
commit the sins which were committed by the adversaries of the Mastership and
remained steadfast on the covenant that was Given to Allah®" of the oath of the
Mastership, 1% will Increase his levels and rewards and that is the meaning of the
Words "and give more to those who do good (to others)" 2

Ahl al-Bayt 2°° are the Door of Hitta:

das b oS Cuni dena Al dina L il 5 das b gl o Uil ) g oY 568 (p3kall gle) (piagall el U
a5 a8 50y aSlildad iy - WSTo sl cagily yha o g 35 b lan gLl & jal g (Al 5 ile Al L) dene Cuy Ja
O pall G shabiall o 8lall (i eadd Qo OS- Al OY cagila Gl e Juadl sl Gl (pSia ) sl
Ol i JaT ()5 ¢l e el elanddl (& a sl o " oAl anle A La) il sy JB LS ¢ shaldll ¢ salgll
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And the Commander of the Faithful®*"* said: 'For the Children of Israel, the Door of
Hitta was set up, but for you, O community of Muhammad®**"*! the Door of Hitta that
has been set up for you; is the Household®"* of Muhammad®*"", and you have been
Ordered to follow their®®"® guidance and necessitate upon yourselves upon their®"*
ways, so that your mistakes and your sins can be forgiven, and so that your good
deeds can be Increased, and your Door of Hitta is better than their Door of Hitta.
This is because theirs is only a wooden door, whereas we®*** are the speaking ones,
the truthful ones, the Chosen ones, the Guides and the Virtuous ones. This is as the
Messenger of Allah®*"" said: 'The stars in the sky are a source of safety from
drowning, and the People®*"* of my**""' Household are a source of safety for my**""
nation from straying in their religion, so long as they remain in their®®"* obedience,
their®"s guidance and their®"* way (Sunnah).*°

Ahadith Forbidding Decorating Houses with Portraits and Statues:

ps2 GBS (gsgaal) ar Mdlguyg il i cull) @) 1JE (DLl ) iaa o o wih o e e

oM b ) sakiy o Aabgil
Saad bin Tareef heard from Imam Abu Jafar that Imam’ " told him regarding the
Verse: Those who hurt Allah and the Messenger (33:57). (AIIahaZWJ Rebukes) those

photographers (painters) and will Ask them on the Doomsday to blow life into their
art’.*?

® Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari (asws), h. 127

1% Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari (asws), h. 326

11) Uagh e 2gd 3ely 5Lal005 LA 3 4Tl agial 4100505 410 5% 0l ) (33: 57) Al-Ahzaab Ayath Surely (as for)
those who speak evil things of Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed them in this world and the
here after, and He has prepared for them a chastisement bringing disgrace.

12 Al-Mohasin Vol-2,Page-616
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Mohammed bin Yagoob narrates through a chain of narrators that Imam Abu Abdullahasvvs told us that
the messenger of Allah” " has said:

Gabriel® came to Me™™" and said: O Mohammed**™! The Lord"" Sends yousa""
greetings and forbids the ‘Tazweek’ decoration of houses, Abu baseer asked : what

Allah™" Means by the decoration of the houses? Imam’ replied: The pictures and
statues.’

CalS YU Jia e 1B (@Ol adle) i se e das oo ome o i e el Ge il e oo

a0V A iy o Al gy
Ali bin Ibrahim narrates from Imam Abu Abd Allah” : Whoever creates an Image/picture of
living being on Doomsday Allah™" will ask him to blow life into it.*

Do (Al Sl 0 el o el 0 R 5 I SR e e 0 S 0 B (e
S G &) Ak G 06 G e 3 pa all) 05, 08 U e all) die o e et o e 830 (3 e

Ay il O o gl (339750 Lo Gl juay o O oo bl 83575 Do e 5 Al
Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn 'Isa from Muhammad ibn Khalid
and al-Husayn ibn Sa'id from al-Qasirn ibn Muhammad al-Jawhariy from Ali ibn abu Hamzah from abu

Basir who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®*"* has said that the Messenger of Allah®*"" has said: ‘Once Jibril®®
came to mes®" and said: ‘O Muhammad, your Lord®*" Sends you greeting of peace
and prohibits you to decorate the houses.” Abu Basir has said: ‘I asked what is
decorating the house?' He®"* said: ‘It is pictures and statues.’*

Ozl Dl 08 Qg all = ol e IS ) e (ool el ) i U 205 0 i e ialal i B

el By S e b pa dll USL ig
A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad Ja'far ibn Muhammad al-Ashariy from ibn
al-Qaddah who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said that Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said that the Messenger
of Allah®®"" sent me to destroy the graves'® and pictures (forms)’.*’

13 Al-Kafi Vol-6,Page-526
14 Al-Kafi Vol-6,Page-527

15 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12591, CH. 65, h 1

'® Graves should be about four inches from the ground, see
http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Moat_Kafan Janaza.pdf
Y Ibid, h 11

Pictures, Portraits, Statues, Music, Singing and Games 7 out of 22



www.hubeali.com

Oe SN g G alll die D s Do el O ske e iall (b Yl e Hll 0 ek e a0 e S
T U 00 48 G (RN U ¢ Ui 08 o alll 505 06 06 & (sl el 3560 Canlin 58 5 4
Abu Ali al-Ash'ariy has narrated from Muhammad ibn Salim from Ahmad ibn al -Nadr from 'Aml" ibn
Shamir from Jabir from 'Abd Allah ibn Yahya al-Kindiy from his father who provided water for 'Amir-ul-
Momineen®"* for his wudu who has said the following:

‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said that the Messenger of Allah®*"" has said that Jibril®®
has said: ‘We do not enter a house in which a picture on which feet are not displayed
exists (Hadith in brief)’."*®

o Al Jsl) g Giasal) el J8 Qg alll ie ol e (8800 pe (105 Gl (e a3 03 (e
4318 W) GIRU 5 4575 ) T8 U G Lefisale U) 5, sim 235 U 88 40

Ali ibn lbrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfaliy from al-Sakuniy who has said the

following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has stated this Hadith. ‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said; ‘Once the

Messenger of Allah®*"" sent me to al-Madinah saying, ‘Do not leave any picture

without deleting it; and any grave without levelling it and any dog without killing it’.*°

Jg i o Lo A5 s Do DR 0 Ol D ol i e Aol 5l o 0 o 305 0 S
Gl G U Ty JW G UGy ) ) sim 4 Oy JAX UGl Jsi) b Jiim J8

Humayd ibn Ziyad has narrated from al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Samaah from more than one

person from Aban ibn 'Uthman from 'Amr ibn Khalid who has said the following:

‘Abu Jafar®*"® has said that Jibril®** once said: ‘O Messenger of Allah®**"", we do not

enter a house in which picture of human beings exists or a house in which people

urinate or a house in which a dog exists’.

g alll die e Olyse o ek e (Se G 08 it 0 Olskes e RN e 03 Saak (e (snsl) Ll
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Abu Ali al-Ash'ariy has narrated from Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Jabbar from Safwan ibn Yahya from ibn
Muskan from Muhammad ibn Marwan who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has stated this Hadith: ‘The Messenger of Allah®®"" has said:

‘Once Jibril came to me and said: ‘We the community of angels do not enter a house

in which there is dog, statues or a pot in which people urinate’.**

g all e o be sual ol o AR o ol 0B S8 0 (e 08 e 0 Sh 0 all e e s (5 S
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from 'Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn 'Isa from Ali ibn al-Hakam
from Aban 'Uthman from abu Basir who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®™"s has said that Jibril" has said: ‘We do not enter a house in which

there are pictures, or a dog, that is, pictures of human beings or a house in which

statues exist’.??

8 1bid, h 13
9 1bid, h 14
2 |bid, h 12
“ bid, h 2 =6z SN 527

Pictures, Portraits, Statues, Music, Singing and Games 8 out of 22



www.hubeali.com

8 G ol Al 2 K VS (e (e U g 4l e ol Do 3D 0 e o Gl 0ol L b i) 0 e

A
Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu Umayr from a man who has said the following:
‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: ‘If one forms a statue, he on the Day of Judgment, will be

asked to blow the spirit in it’.?3

Lrq.\.m]\ Wﬂ\wmiuctuu%mwdmwwﬂ\usJDJUJMJJmquTqu}uU\LAc}JT
O I B0y 8 LS AT B 2 (s B g Al sie S U8 OB L o5 Al g ol oh Ul b
Abu Ali al-Ash'ariy has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad and Humayd ibn Ziyad has narrated from

al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Sama'ah all from Ahmad ibn al-Hassan al-Mithamiy, from Aban ibn
'Uthman from al-Husayn ibn al-Mundhir who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has stated this Hadith: ‘Three kinds of people will be in suffering
on the Day of Judgment. Of such people, one is a man who lies about his dream. He
will be held responsible to form a knot between two pieces of barley grains and he will
never be able to do so. One is a man who builds statues. He will be held responsible
to blow the spirit in it and he will never be able to do so.” (The third according to al-
Sadugq is one who listens to a people who do not like him. Lead will be poured in his
ears.).*

Amir-ul-Momineen 2 Disliked Pictures of Living beings in a House:

1l B Esall s S g Gl o) g all e o e JEA o et o 1 e 4l e Y 5 Lo
Ali ibn Ibrabim has narrated from his father from ibn abu '‘Umayr from al-Muthanna' who has said the
following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said that Ali***® disliked the existence of pictures in houses’.?®

Pictures of Nature on Furnishings:

g Rl o R TS U8 g all s ol e U85 (e el o iR e () 0 e e e 8 (e

Lo (alag O8G0 L Bl N0
Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Salih al-Sindiy from Jafar ibn Bashir from those whom he has
mentioned who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"*® has said that Ali ibn al-Husayn®"* in his house had pillows, floor
furnishings which had pictures (of sceneries) on which the Imam®"* sat’."*

2 |bid, h 3
% |bid, h 4
* 1bid, h 10 528 : =6z LA
% |bid, h 5
% Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12301, CH. 28, h 4
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Offering Salat in a House which has Pictures:
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from 'Uthman ibn ‘Isa
from Samaah from abu Basir who has said the following:
‘I once asked Abu Abd Allah®"* about the pillow or furnishings which have pictures
on them. He®"* said: ‘It is not unlawful (to offer Salat) if it is in the house.” The
Imam®"* then said: ‘Anything with pictures which is used under the feet is not harmful
(in offering Salat).?’

b oL U e i o e el 080005 e V0 0 dees Lo e A O e 4l e DY G e
D (g o S 5 e Lelase Ty Tl 1) sl 3 QLN () 5K

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umair from Jamil ibn Darraj from Zurarah ibn
A 'yan who has said the following:

‘Abu Jafar®*"® has said: ‘The existence of al-Tamathil (pictures or statues) in a house
is not harmful if their heads are changed (removed) and the rest is left’.?

OS00 8 555A0 G I g A0 DB g ol e i 0 (e Lo Ll o LSO e g b ek
g (il U )y Ul 5 i 125 25 U 1 L) AL 33 Ly Lo i U (0 g Tl

Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from al-'Amrakiy ibn Ali from Ali ibn Jafar who has said the

following:

‘| asked Abu al-Hassan about the house or a room in which there are pictures: if

Salat can be performed there. The Imam®"® said: ‘Do not perform Salat where you

are standing facing a picture unless you have no choice then you must cut their

heads. Otherwise, do not perform Salat there’.?°

asws
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(Amir-ul-Momineen™"* says): It is unacceptable for men to prostrate themselves on
pictures or pictured rug. It is, however, allowed when the picture is under one’s feet
and/or covered up by something.*

S O s A sl plhan G an sl O3S O D 5 lear 8 5 4asi 35 seall 48 () aa sl Ja sl diey Y

| als
(Amir-ul-Momineen™"* says): It is not permitted for men to put pictured ‘Dirhams’ (coins)
in their pocket while offering Salat. It is, however, allowed to put the dirham in a bag
or a thick cloth, i.e., money belt.3

" bid, h 6

% bid, h 8

 |bid, h 9

j: http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Mola-Ali-asws-400-Ahadith.pdf 611 : o= 2 : z Juadl
Ibid
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Al-Hussain ibn Ali al-'Alaviy has narrated from al-Hassan ibn al-Hussain al'Umniy from 'Amr ibn

Jumay' who has said the following:
‘I once asked Abu Jafar®"® if it is permissible to perform Salat in a Masjid with

pictures. The Imam®"® said: ‘I dislike it, however, today it is not harmful to you
(observe Tageeya). Had justice been established (with our Hujja®") you would see
how it is dealt with’.%?

Chial &l U8 a0 Sk e ol 08 (i o Oskhm 06 e 0 i) 0 Sk 0 T e el
O} Sl cnind S QIR e Ty s L s i e S 1) Gl U UG il 8 A e (w3l Lagile)
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A group has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from al-Hussain ibn Sa'id from Safwan ibn Yahya
from al-'Ala’, who from Mohammed ibn Muslim who has said the following:
‘l once asked one of the two Imams®"* about (offering Salat) in a house which has
pictures. The Imam®"* said: ‘There is no offence in it if it (a picture) is on your right,
left, behind you or under your feet. If it is in the direction of al-Qiblah, then cover it
with a piece of cloth’.®

AT Lgilan 13) Jil (K e (Lol Qb U B adl e jia e oLl (3 Yol 655
Mohammed ibn Muslim narrates the following from Imam Mohammed Bagqjir®*"*:
When pictures are under your feet then there is no harm in offering Salat.®*

Al Gy o U 08 Jlas e sl cpar e Q0N e il 3 0688 sl e g alll e U GoalDal &t O
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Imam Aba Abd Allah®*"* was asked about offering Salat in a house, which has pillow
with picture all around? Imam?®"* replied: ‘There is no harm if it is not in the direction
of al-Kaabah but if it is, then one must cover it up with a cloth and only then offer
Salat.®

5ole W O8O b W Baa fie L 08 ) O et il Ty e Ll Lald) 8 (688 QAN e Ui

W Lo
Imam®"* was asked about offering Salat on the floor, which has pictures, that even
has two eyes? Imam®"* replied: ‘There is no harm if picture has one eye but if it has
two eyes then one cannot offer Salat, even if one wants t0.*

%2 Al-Kafi, vol 3, H 5342, Ch. 61, h 20

¥ Al-Kafi, vol 3, H 5299, Ch. 59, h 20 s ledsd sdmdll ddlall b 391 3 A
* Manla Yazar ul Fagih, H. 739, sledsdall 53 Jll gl sall Gl 245 1 il jiaaiVie

% Manla Yazar ul Fagih, H. 740, sl sdall 53 Jll gl sall Gl 245 1 il jiaaiVie

% Manla Yazar ul Fagih, H. 741, sledsdall joad Jll paalsall Gl 245 1 adiille jiaaiVie
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Once Abd ur Rahman ibn al-Hajjaj asked from Abu Abd Allah®"* regarding a person
who has Sudanese Dirham and is offering Salat with or without having them attached
to himself?
Imam®"® replied: | do not like a person who is offering Salat while having those coins
on him, which have pictures. However, people need to protect their money, so in that
case he may put them behind or in a way that these do not come between him and
the Kabah.*’

The ‘Al-Ghina’ (Music and Singing):

JE e A G Uee Aol e Al o alll e fe U 0 (o Do ) 0 e D Wadal (e B
R B N U S G o e e 1S U s el 0T e g Al e U i

A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Yahya ibn al-Mubarak from 'Abd Allah

ibn Jabalah from Samaah ibn Mehran from abu Basir who has said the following:

‘l once asked Abu Abd Allah®"* about the meaning of the words of Alla

‘You must stay away from filth of idols and stay awa  y from false words.' (22:30)

The Imam®*® said: ‘It is music and singing’.*®

h azw;.

It is narrated from the narrator of the prewous Had|th from Muhammad |bn AI| from abu Jam|lah from
abu 'Usamah who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: ‘al-Ghina’® | » 40

is the nest of hypocrisy’.

B oull 4 s e A Sl We alll e g U8 QB delis e sl o alll die e Aol o) gLl (e A
Gl 13 (e gl ) b 8 L (88 g Aol A Al T Calacd) S8 g (i) Cand (7011 6 Laalin (18

B3 e b Llh Ll 4y B3 o3
It is narrated from the narrator of the previous Hadith from Sulayman ibn Sarna‘ah from 'Abd Allah ibn
al-Qasirn from Sarna'ah who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®™" has said that when Adam® died, Iblis” and Qabil® expressed joy
and came together in the land. Thereafter Iblis® and Qabil® set up musical
instruments and means of amusement to rejoice at the death of Adam®. Thus
whatever is there on earth of this sort, in which people take pleasure, is because of
that'.**

¥ Manla Yazar ul Fagih, H. 783, oe 48 has Yo 548 Layla . 256 1 adiille pma Vo
% Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12048, Ch. 25, h, 1 431 :_=6: ¢ A<

¥ al-Ghina’

9 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12049, Ch. 25, h, 2

*L Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12050, Ch. 25, h, 3
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from Ali ibn ‘Isma’il from ibn Muskan
from Muhammad ibn Muslim who has said the following:

‘I once heard Abu Jafar®"* saying, ‘al-Ghina’ is of such things for which Allah®*" has
Warned with punishment in the fire’. The Imam®"° then read this verse: ‘Among
people there are those who buy ‘ s useless things in the form of words to
mislead people from the path of Allah. They do so b  ecause of ignorance and
take it mockingly. They will suffer a humiliating s uffering’ (31:6). *
oo plkall F be ik o Sk e DDA Gl il e Oda e JER) de 0 Sk e el Ll
sUall 0B 5550 053 Y 0l 505 5 Do ald QB g all) de
Abu Ali al-Ashariy has narrated from Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Jabbar from Safwan from abu Ayyub al-
Khazzaz from Muhammad ibn Muslim from abu al- Sabbah al-Kinaniy who has said the following:
‘About the meaning of the words of Allah®" * ... those who do not attend al-Zur,
(25:72) Abu Abd Allah®™"* has said: ‘It (al-Zur'ah) is ‘al-Ghina’.*®

Dance, Beating Drums and Use the of the Flute is fo  rbidden:

) s A e W8 alll U6l QB 8 g alll e ol pe (380 e (I e 4l e a3 00 e

IS L & e
Ali ibn lbrahim has narrated from his father from al-Nawfaliy from al-Sakuniy who has said the
following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said that the Messenger of Allah®*™" has said: ‘I forbid

dancing, use of flute, small and big drums’.**

U Uall g g alll die 5 Ol O ¢ LTyl i) Ul i 08 G570 0 305 0 Ji (e Wilial (e B30
) Jod e Qo aal Toe (o 880 e G (e 5 Ua 5 D0 alll 18 b

A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from al-Washsha ' who has said the

following:

‘I once heard Abu Al-Hassan, al-Reza®"® saying that once Abu Abd Allah®*"* was

asked about ‘al-Ghina’. The Imam®"* said: ‘It is in the words of Allah®" ‘among

people there are those who buy s useless things in the form of words to

mislead others from the path of Allah’ .*°

2 pl-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12051, Ch. 2
3 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12053, Ch. 2
* Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12054, Ch. 2
5 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12055, Ch. 2

5 h
5,h
5, h,
5,h
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Sahl ibn Ziyad has narrated from Sa'id ibn Junah from Hammad from abu Ayyub al-Khazzaz who has
said the following:

‘Once we arrived in al-Madinah and visited Abu Abd Alla who asked us. ‘Where
have you lodged? We said: ‘It is with so and so, the owner of singing slave-girls’.
The Imam®"* said: ‘You must remain honourable’. By Allah®*" we did not understand
what the Imam®"* meant and we thought perhaps he®"* wants us to be kind to him
(owner of the lodging). We returned to him®*"* and asked: ‘We did not understand
your words, ‘Be honourable’. He*"* said: ‘Have you not heard the words of Allah®",
‘When they pass by useless things they pass honoura  bly.’ (25:72) .%°

h asws

G el LR A0 Al e il e K 06 0 o B e sl o (sl De a5 Lk
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Harun ibn Muslim from Mas'adah ibn Ziyad who has said the
following:
‘Once, | was with Abu Abd Allah®"* when a man said: ‘I pray to Allah®*" to keep my
soul and the souls of my parents in service for your cause. My ‘WC’ is located in
such a place that | can hear voices of my neighbours clearly. My neighbours have
singing slave-girls who play musical instruments and perhaps | sit longer, listening to
them’. The Imam®"* said: ‘You must not do so’. The man said, 'By Allah®®", | do not
go to them: it is only my listening to them with my ears’. The Imam®"* said: ‘For the
sake of Allah®", have you not heard Allah®*" saying: ‘The ears, the eyes and
hearts will all be questioned.’ (17:38)  He replied: ‘Yes, by Allah®*", as if | have not
heard this verse of the book of Allah®" from non-Arab or Arab people. However, | will
not return to it if Allah®" so wills and | ask forgiveness from Allah®*",
The Imam®"® said: ‘You must go and take a shower, then ask what you want,
because you were involved in an enormously wrong deed and how terrible your
condition could have been, had you remained in such condition! Praise Allah®** and
ask Him®" to forgive you because of what He®*" dislikes and He®**" dislikes only bad
and indecent matters; and you must leave evil and indecent things to indecent
people; everything has its associates’.*’

8 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12056, Ch. 25, h, 9
" Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12057, Ch. 25, h, 10
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Salmah ibn al-Khattab from Ibrahim ibn Muhammad from

‘Imran al-Za'faraniy who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: ‘If Allah®" Grants a bounty to a person and that person

comes to that bounty with a flute, he has not appreciated it; and if one is affected by a

misfortune and he comes in such condition with mourning (one should be content) he

has disregarded it also’.*®

o g Al s UGl U8 Ll S te Gagig 0 b DR JUisb 0 cp ka0 Sl [ i (G ek
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn Faddal from Yunus ibn
Ya'qub from 'Abd al-'Ala’ who has said the following:

‘l once asked Abu Abd Allah®"* about ‘al-Ghina’ (Music and signing). | said that they
think the Messenger of Allah®**" has granted permission in saying: ‘We have come to
you, we have come to you, so offer us greetings, offer us greetings, we will offer you
greetings’. The Imam®"® said: ‘They have spoken a lie. Allah®" Says: ‘We have not
created the skies, the earth and all in between for a playful purpose, had we
wanted we could have done so and we were able to do so. We throw the truth
over the falsehood to invalidate it and it is bound to vanish. Woe upon you
because of your terrible expression.’ (21:16-18).  The Imam®"*® then said: ‘Woe

upon the one who ascribes something to one who is not present in the gathering’.*°

Usio g all) die Ul & U8 a0 Bl e e 03 Qe (e B () Sl (0 S (e Wilalal (e B3
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from 'Uthman ibn ‘Isa

from Ishaq ibn Jarir who has said the following:

‘I once heard Abu Abd Allah®"* saying: ‘There is Satan called al-Qafandar. If barbat

(a musical instrument) is played in a house for forty days and men come to him then

that Satan places every part of his (Satan's) body on every part of the body of the

owner of the house, then blows a blow; and thereafter he will not mind (becomes

shameless) even if people go in on to his women’.*°

8 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12058, Ch. 25, h, 11
9 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12059, Ch. 25, h, 12
%0 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12061, Ch. 25, h, 14
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from al-Husayn ibn Sa'id from

Ibrahim ibn abu al-Balad from Zayd al-Shahham who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: ‘The house of ‘al-Ghina’ is not safe from tragedy, prayers

are not accepted and angels do not enter within it'.>*

Ust g alll die U Sl J8 (50 0 el e el 0 s e el O e 4l e a0 O e
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu '‘Umayr tram Mehran ibn Muhammad from al-
Hassan ibn Harun who has said the following:

‘I once heard Abu Abd Allah®"* saying: '(The gathering for) ‘al-Ghina’ is a gathering
to the participant of which Allah®*" does not look. Allah®" has Said: ‘Among people
there are those who buy useless things in the form of words to mislead from
the path of Allah. (31 :6).

m‘m&ywujijm);m‘_gu%wd\ﬂdw|J)\JG.J v °J—‘°}T<5‘“4‘>UJWUQJL’JU-‘J@“
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Sahl ibn Ziyad has narrated from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa or others from abu Dawud al-Mustariq who has
said the following:
The Imam®" has said: ‘If barbat™ is played in one’s house for forty days Allah?"
Gives its control to a Satan called al-Qafandar who sits on every part of the body of
the owner of the house. When this happens bashfulness/honour is taken away from

him and he does not mind whatever he says or is said about him’.>*

s 1IN U 8 Tals Ul 5 ol pe il J8 g alll die e oﬁqw@www&mﬁwd@u
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Sahl ibn Ziyad has narrated from lbrahim ibn Muhammad al-Madiniy from those whom he has

mentioned who has said the following:

‘Once, Abu Abd Allah®"® was asked about ‘al-Ghina’ when | was present. The

Imam®"S said: ‘Do not enter the houses whose inhabitants Allah®" disregards’.>®

O WM U T Do Al Al 80l 4 3 0 o sl e A 05t QB g cra) ol e a0l &)l e A
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It is narrated from the narrator of the previous Hadith from Yasir al-Khadim who has said the following:

‘Abu Al-Hassan Al-Reza®"* has said: ‘If one keeps his soul clean of al-Ghina'
Allah®" Commands the winds to move a tree in the Garden (paradises). From this
tree a sound is heard the like of which is never heard, and those who fail to keep their
souls clean of ‘al-Ghina’ (music and singing) will not be able to hear it’.>®

L Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12062, Ch.
2 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12063, Ch.
% A musical instrument

> Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12064, Ch. 25, h, 17
% Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12065, Ch. 25, h, 18
%% Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12066, Ch. 25, h, 19

, h, 15
, h, 16

NN
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It is narrated from the narrator of the previous Hadith from Ali ibn Ma'bad from al-Hassan ibn Al: al-
Khazzaz from Ali ibn Abd al-Rahman from Kulayb al-Saydawiy who has said the following:

‘I once heard Abu Abd Allah®"® saying: ‘Playing ‘Oud’®’ grows hypocrisy just as water

grows green plants’.*®

Lp e 00 400 (585 U 06 G 0 (e e o 0 e 0o U (e 0 il o ST e e
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It is narrated from the narrator of the previous Hadith from Ahmad ibn Yusuf ibn 'Agil from his father
from Musa ibn Habib who has said the following:

‘Ali ibn al-Husayn®** has said: ‘Allah®*" does not Grant holiness to a nation in which

barbat® sounds and the false eulogies that cause pain’.®
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Muhammad ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from Muhammad ibn Sinan from
Jahrn from Hamid who has said the following:
‘Abu Abd Allah®"* once asked me: ‘Where have you been’? | then thought that he®"*
knows the place where | was. | then said: ‘I pray to Allah®*" to keep my soul in
service for your®"* cause, | was passing by so and so and he kept me. | went in his
house and looked at his slave-girls’. The Imam®"® said: ‘That is such a gathering to
the inhabitants of which Allah®*" does not look. Have you placed your family and
assets in the trust of Allah®"12%*
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Al-Husayn ibn Muhammad has narrated from Mu'alla’ ibn Muhammad from Ahmad ibn Muhammad

from ibn Ibrahim al-Armaniy from al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Yaqgtin who has said the following:

‘Abu Ja'far®"® has said: ‘If one listens to a speaker®® he worships him. If the speaker

conveys from Allah®®" he has worshipped Allah®": but if he conveys from Satan he

has worshipped Satan’.®®

" A certain musical instrument

%8 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12067, Ch. 25, h, 20
9 A musical instrument

% Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12068, Ch. 25, h, 21
®L Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12069, Ch. 25, h, 22
®2 singer/entertrainer/preacher

%8 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12071, Ch. 25, h, 24
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Ali ibn al-Rayyan from Yunus who has
said the following:
‘I once asked al-Khurasaniy™"™ saying, 'Al-Abbasiy has said that you allow al-Ghina.
The Imam®"® said: ‘The infidel has spoken a lie’. | did not say so to him. He asked
me about ‘al-Ghina' and | said: ‘Once a man came to Abu Jafar®*"* and asked him
about al-Ghina'. The Imam®"* said: ‘O so and so, if Allah®" Distinguishes between
truth and falsehood where is the place of al-Ghina?’ He replied: ‘It is in falsehood'.
The Imam®* said: 'So, you have concluded with wisdom’.%*

asws

Playing Useless Games are Forbidden (<l 5 5):

We have already read in several Ahadith the word ‘s refers to useless play/games,
as Allah®®" Says: ‘Among people there are those who buy useless thing s in the
form of words to mislead from the path of Allah. (3 1:6).

And Allah®" Says:

‘We have not created the skies, the earth and all i n between for a playful
purpose, had we wanted we could have done so and we were able to do so. We
throw the truth over the falsehood to invalidate it and it is bound to vanish.

Woe upon you because of your terrible expression.’ (21:16-18).

We, present below two Further Ahadith in the explanation of the words

ﬁab’;mu:;,uz’c@zu;uzm@wm\u:”u@@ﬂ&@&;@&i@&&éibﬂi&
5 LAl uuqsm)s‘;ste;fw\@ucﬁd\at&\m@f Gl Jaleh e (ALK e ) aanl)
£3) ALK f\ﬁ\cﬂguw\,ﬂ\dm\ﬁmuﬁ sl ol Ty Adati U ) gl gl ol ) Wl O Leiln 5 il
d;ﬂg&&;g.ﬁé;ggu Tl e 5258 A3 £ e Lo 38 Lein Al ] il L U W g of Al
APV msu;s;:}amw m\C})umun;;@_w;L;mgﬂ\mdziuutséuaﬂ\;,Aq');;sﬂ-_
CAS (8 LAl 288 ()8 (K (a8 ol 5 gpd 8 Alie Ty v (Bl T QB (A e LA TA Ty e Uall S0l (8
«cthduu)cme&;ucustsz_qssu@u};u&ucg_\)ﬂm}u)wju;}mcumimamumn
5 JB (s 0188 455l Lo Ty U8 4 ) b Usiial G ddile 8 AN U (8 & Sl ddle K (i (8 alad) (a0
udﬁ@&ﬁumujumjuhdu?ssaﬁu;;xsmduuw?ﬁ;\ugqsy)&wdu;duumu
Ja\_\um;@u‘&mt)uwet;\;u,&u \&\Cj‘)bd\s*uwd)m@d&éuﬁdu}dbeu.\s

)995 SN uis S5y Gl ally el AN ST a0 oL G O 5iad G g e A Lk

-,s;,sm 5 G e o
A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid from Mansur ibn al-
Abbas from Sa'id ibn Janah from 'Uthman ibn Said from 'Abd al-Hamid ibn Ali al-Kufi from Muhajir al-
Asadi who has narrated the following from abu 'Abd Allah®*"*:

‘Once Jesus, son of Mary, passed by a town, in which people, birds and animals had
all died. Jesus® said, 'They all have died from violence. Had they died individually
they would have buried each other. The disciples said: ‘O Spirit and Words of

 Al-Kafi, vol. 6, H. 12072, Ch. 25, h, 25
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Allah®™, pray to Allah®" to bring them to life so we may ask about their deeds and
avoid those for which they have been admonished’. Jesus® prayed to his Lord®"
and from space he® was told to call them. Jesus® at night stood on a high ground
that dominated the town and said: ‘O people of the town’?

A certain individual replied: ‘Yes, O the Spirit and the Words of Allah®"", He®® then
said: ‘Woe upon you, what kind of deeds did you have?' He said, 'We worshipped the
devil, loved the world with little fear, had long hopes and neglectfully engaged in
useless and playful activities (g 3 s¢).

Jesus® asked: 'How was your love of the world’? He replied: ‘It was like a child's love
for his mother. When it came to us we rejoiced in happiness and when it went away
we felt sad and cried’. He® then asked: ‘How was your worship of the devil?' He
replied: ‘It was obedience to the sinful people’. Jesus® asked: ‘How were the
consequences of your activities'?' He replied, 'We spent one night in comfort and in
the morning we found ourselves in Hawiyah®.' Jesus® asked: ‘What is ‘Hawiyah'? He
said: ‘It is ‘Sijjin’. Jesus®® asked: 'What is Sijjin? He said: ‘It is a mountain of burning
fuel that smolders upon us to the Day of Judgment.’

Jesus® asked: ‘What did you say and what was said to you?' He replied: ‘We said,
'Return us to the worldly life so we can live piously, and it was said to us: ‘You are
lying'. Jesus® asked: ‘Why do not the others of you talk to me?' He said: ‘O Spirit of
Allah®" they are harnessed with a harness of fire which is in the hands of stern and
strong angels; | was among them, but not one of them. When punishment struck it
took me with them. | am hanged by a hair on the brink of hell and | do not know if |
will be saved or thrown into hell’.

Jesus then turned to the disciples and said, 'Friends of Allah, eating dried up bread
with not so pleasant salt and sleeping on the trash collection sites is much better in
good health and safety in this world and in the next life’.?®
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‘Amir-ul-Momineen®"*

Resentment and Greed.

has said, 'Hypocrisy has four pillars: Desire, Neglect,

‘Desire is of four branches: disproportionate behavior, transgression, lust and
insubordination. Whoever behaves disproportionately faces great risks, remains
lonely and without supporters. Whoever transgresses does not remain immune to
harmful consequences, his heart is not in peace and he does not control his soul
against lustful matters. Whoever has not balanced his soul in lustful matters he
indulges in filthy activities. Whoever acts insubordinately purposely and without
evidence strays in false-hood.

‘Neglect’ is of four branches: dishonesty, yearning, fear and procrastination. Fear and
apprehension turns one away from the truth and procrastination leads to extremely
reduced activities until the deadline approaches. If one does not have any yearnings
he knows his true condition and measures. If he knows the true measure of his
condition in which he is, he would die suddenly due to fear and apprehension.
Dishonesty cuts short one's deeds.

‘Resentment’ is of four branches: arrogance, boastfulness, egoistic, and racism.
Whoever is arrogant turns his back to the truth. Whoever is boastful indulges in sins.
Whoever is egoistic persists in sins. Whoever comes in the clench of racism commits
injustice. ‘Thus, evil is the affair that swings in deterioration, indecency, persistence
and injustice on the path.

‘Greed’ is of four branches: exhilaration, < 3 ¢! pleasure seeking, worrying and
superfluity. Exhilaration is detestable before Allah. Pleasure seeking (22 5 s&) is
feeblemindedness. Worrisome is a misfortune for one who is forced to carry sins.
Seeking superfluity is useless, a childish manner, a wasteful preoccupation and an
effort to change what is of a lower quality to a better one. "This is how hypocrisy its
pillars and branches are. Allah is dominant over his servants. Speaking of Him is
exalted and glory is His. He has created all things in good fashion, His hands are
free, His favor is universal, His command is manifest, His light shines, His blessing
overflows, His wisdom is the source of light, His book is overriding, His evidence is
overwhelming, His religion is pure, His kingdom is powerful, His word is the truth, His
measures are just and His messengers have already preached. Thus, He has made
evil a sin, sin a misfortune and misfortune a filth. "He has made virtuous deeds a
threshold. The threshold is repentance and repentance is purification. One who
repents finds guidance. One who plots goes astray, as long as he does not repent
before Allah®" and confess to his sins. No one dares to act, to his own destruction,
against Allah®", except those who are doomed.

‘Allah®"! Allah®"1 How vast is what He has for repentance, favours, joy and great
forbearance. How severe is what is before Him of retribution, hell, and a hard grip!
Whoever succeeds in obedience to Him*" attracts His**" generosity. Whoever
indulges in disobedience to Him*" he will test the results of His**" Disapproval and
very shortly he will become regretful.®™

7 Al-Kafi, vol. 2, H. 2852, Ch. 163, h, 1
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