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Poets and Poetry in the Holy Quran:
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‘From Musa®"* Bin Ja’far®"®, from his®*"* forefathers®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®**"" said:
‘From the explanation there is magic (hypnotic effect of a speech) and from the knowledge
there is ignorance, and from the poetry there is wisdom, and from the words there is
. .ol
justice”.

Poetry is a form of communication, in which concise and beautiful combination of words
(usually rhythmic) leave lasting impressions on people’s minds. A good piece of prose
through thought-provoking and fascinating combination of words has the similar effect.
When our ears like certain words of wisdom which have a smooth narrative effect, we tend
to remember those words.

The first one who compiled poems was Prophet Adam®, who thanked Allah®*" for the
numerous bounties and elegised on the killing of his Noble son®.% Iblis® also copied it but
for spreading of the false words, luring people towards Hell, in the form of songs, tale-
telling. Hence ‘poetic’ verses exist from the time of the first human being on the earth. The
use of poetry was widely spread during the time of the Last Prophet®®"" of Islam, but mostly
practiced by the illicit and unproductive purposes. However, those on the Divine Path,
although very few in number, also practised it’s pious form, e.g., the Chief of Hashimites

Abu Talib®"s,
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‘Ali**"* Bin Abu Talib®"*, the people were eating the meat during a month of Ramazan and
he®"* was not eating with them. When they were free, he®™"* addressed them and advised
them, so they discussed at length among the poets, and they were upon their dinner. When
they were free, he®™" addressed them and said in his®*"* sermon: ‘Know that the body of

! Bihar Al Anwaar —V 1, The book of intellect, and the knowledge, and the ignorance, S2 Ch 6 H 39
> UYUN AKHBAR AL-REZA, H. 24-1
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your affairs of the religion, and your fortification is the piety, and your adornment is the
discipline, and a fortress of your symptoms is the wisdom/’
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Then he®™"* said: ‘Speak, O Abu Al-Aswad, regarding what you have been pouring into!’ l.e.
the poems of the poets! He said, ‘O Amir Al-Momineen®"*! The poet of the poets (greatest)
is the one who said, ‘I have come to be in my defensive corner, my crookedness is with
difficult disturbance, being a mixture of elimination, assiduous, artistic, easy-going, relaxed,
swift, emerging’.
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They meant Abu Dawood Al-lyadi. Amir Al-Momineen®"* said: ‘He isn’t it’. They said, ‘Then
who, O Amir Al-Momineen®"*l’ He®*"* said: ‘If he a peak were to be raised for the people,
they would flow to it altogether. We know from the preceding from them, but it happens to
be the one who did not speak about from any desire nor fear’. It was said, ‘Who is he, O
Amir Al-Momineen®"*?” He**"* said: ‘He is the misguided king with the sores’. It was said,
‘Imra Al-Qays, O Amir Al-Momineen®"*?” He®*"* said: ‘Him’.
Sl 3 Y 2010 2K Wheg ) i OF 18T & a5 gale B qalel 0,87 0F 1 2T w106 1,380 0 2 26 i
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It was said, ‘Inform us about the Night of Pre-determination (Laylat Al Qadr)!” He*"* said:
‘1°°** am not free from being teaching it. Its knowledge is veiled, and I**** am not doubting
that Allah®™" rather Veiled if from you all as a consideration for you all, because if 1°°"* were
to teach you it, you will be working during it and neglecting other (nights), and 1**** do not

wish to err you, if Allah®* so Desires. Get up, may Allah®** have Mercy on you all!”’?

When the Holy Quran was Revealed, which is neither a poetry nor a prose but a Miracle of
Allah®®" having coherent, lyrical and melodious (smooth) style. It had the effect of moving
the hearts of the believers whereas the unbelievers opposed it by calling it nothing but
poetry. Allah®" Rejected their allegations by Saying, ‘And We have not taught him
(Prophet Mohammed) poetry, nor is it suitable for him. This is only a Reminder and a Plain
Quran - 36:69).

Allah®* Disliked ‘poetry’ specifically compiled to draw people’s imaginations and fascinate
their minds for entertainment having speculative aspects and exaggeration, for example in

* Bihar Al Anwaar — V 32, The book of Fitna (Strife) And Ordeals, Ch 34 H 1171

Page 4 of 27




Poets and the Poetry www.hubeali.com

the praise of women and/or the notables and the rulers. This type of poetry is disliked in
Islam. As there are several Verses in the Holy Quran and Ahadith.

The plain truth and praise of Allah®**, as composed by Prophet Adam®, was still considered
‘poetry’ by people — that would not be Disliked by Allah®™", in the Divine Terms, it is
meaningful, and reminds one of Allah®®" and His®® Representatives®™"* and the Hereafter.
However, a single word ‘poetry’ had been reserved to the both types of verses - the illicit
‘poetry’ and the Verses composed for and on the Truth and for Allah®* and His®™"
Representatives (also referred to by people as) ‘poems’. For example, Imam Sadig®"* said:
There is none who recites poetry about Hussain®™"* and weeps and makes others weep by
means of it, except that Allah®™" Makes Paradise incumbent upon him and forgives his sins.*

On the other hand, two types of poetry is disliked, (1) Poetry used by those who misguide
people from the Just Path (religion), (2) Poetry in the praise of people (women, rulers,
notables).

First, we review those Verses of the Holy Quran which talk about the ‘poetry’, followed by
looking at Ahadith related to both virtuous and illicit forms of poetry, in particular those
which have become part of our religious (Shia Muslim) practices.

What Allah®" Says about the Poets and the Poetry in the Holy
Quran

{225} Osings 315 I8 2 281 7 oJ1 {224} Dapi i srailis {223} 0 Ty aacd byl
{226} Glads ¥ G Ogsk 18
[26:223] They incline their ears, and most of them are liars [26:224] And as for the poets,

the straying ones follow them [26:225] Do you not see that they wander about bewildered
in every valley? [26:226] And that they are saying what they are not doing
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* regarding the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and
Majestic [26:224] And as for the poets, the straying ones follow them, he*"* said: ‘Have
you seen anyone follow the poets? But rather, they are a people who think in the religion

4 Rijal al-Shaikh al- Tusi pg. 189
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other than the Religion, (they make use of analogy). So they go astray and lead others astray
(in the religion)’.
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Abu Abdullah®™** regarding the Words of Allah®**) Mighty and Majestic [26:224] And as for
the poets, the straying ones follow them, so he®"* said: ‘Who has ever seen the poets being
followed? But rather, it Means those Jurists (:kii) who notify (0s.2) the hearts of the

people with the falsehood. So they are the poets (publicisers) (s\~2)) who are being

followed’.?
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And Rasool-Allah***" said: 'Then all your good (deeds) after that which you do to preserve
your honour, and then you give for the tongues of the dogs of the people, like the poets
who praise people. Refrain from them, for it will be Reckoned for you, regarding the
charities.”

Allah® Says:

And We have not Taught him poetry, nor is it befitting for him; it is nothing but a
Reminder and a plain Quran [36:69] That it may warn him who is alive, and (that) the
Word may prove true against the unbelievers [36:70]

LAjIJLE.'%c\..@._J&A“.\S\J}.\JFL&MJ}SJ”L;JJ\\MOLZJ}EJ&}QKIJ@«Q&}Z&}}Z&J\éBﬁ.&U}Z‘djij
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And His®™ Statement [36:69] And We have not Taught him poetry, nor is it befitting for
him. Said: ‘The Quraysh used to say, ‘What this Muhammad®®"" is speaking, is poetry.’
Allah® Rebutted to them. He*"" Said [36:69] And We have not Taught him poetry, nor is
it befitting for him and did not ever say that Rasool-Allah®*"" is a poet, ever ...... (an
extract).®

Further Verses of the Holy Quran on poet and poetry are given in an Appendix.

® 19 /385 : LY sles

®28/399 :1 =¥ b

’ Tafseer Imam Hassan Al Askari®"*— S 40
216 :2 3 ps
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The Verses in the Religious Rituals:

Those who have compiled poems regarding Ahl Al-Bayt®™"*, particularly with the intention of
keeping their traditions alive in the minds of their followers, are praised by the
Masomeen®™"* and have been promised Paradise. In this short article we will review this
topic and see that the ‘Marsiya’ lamentation (i.e., verses describing the martyrdom of
Masomeen®**) as compiled by the various poets, are highly praised by the Masomeen®".
However, there is a slight confusion caused by a Hadith, as reported by Al-Kulani in his Al-
Kafi where it is disliked to recite poems even praising Ahl Al-Bayt*"* in the evenings and also
during the day in the month of Ramazan:

‘);Ji;:::_hmyJé(fw\q&)w\;;%\ygﬁg;éwég;L:;g;i;i%\j\é;%\i;w\;:;@;g&
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Neither should you recite ‘%)

fictitious stories at night nor should you (narrate) fiction during the Month of Ramazan at
night, neither by the night nor by the day’. So Ismail said to him**"*, ‘O father®"*! Supposing
it (fiction) is regarding us®"*?’ He®"* said: ‘And even though it was regarding us®"*.°

In accordance with the above Hadith, one would be discouraged to recite poems (either in
the praise of Ahl Al-Bayt™"* or eulogising Muslims’s unjust violence against them®* in all of
the month of Ramazan and in the evenings of the rest of the year. This, if we interpret in
those terms where forbidden and imaginary characters and/or music are incorporated in
tale-telling where Ahl Al-Bayt*" are also mentioned is disliked. One of examples of this
could be the films and plays depicting the historical events containing both religious and
non-religious aspects. However, in several other Ahadith, Masomeen®™"* have encouraged
and have promised Heavenly rewards for those who recite verses related to Ahl Al-Bayt*"*,
see for example:

) 16 sl VT el cdad te S J ogypaadl BT 3 o) ade Golall dilae ol e s of (5, 3
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It has been reported that he went over to Abu Abdullah Al-Sadig®"* during the days of Al-
Tashreeq (11", 12, & 13™ Zilhijja). So Al-Kumeyt said to him®™*, ‘May | be sacrificed for
you®™"I Shall | recite a poem to you®"*?’” He®"* said: ‘These are the great days’ (of great
reverence). He said, ‘It is regarding you®™"". So he®*"* said: ‘Recite!’, and Abu Abdullah®"*
sent for some of his*"* family members, so they came closer, and he recited the poem, so
they*"* all wept a lot where he arrived to this couplet -

° 88 ioe B (@Yl = by 3, Al Kafi —V 4 — The Book of Fasts Ch 11 H 6
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The archers hit from the bows of others, so the later ones got to it by the misguidance of the
first ones!!
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So Abu Abdullah®"** raised his*** hands and said: ‘O Allah®"/1 Forgive for Kumeyt’s (sins) the
ones he committed, and the ones he will commit, the ones he hid, and the ones’ he
revealed!

And he had gone before that to the Imam Abu Ja’far Mohammad Al-Baqir®*", so he had
recited a poem to him®"*.*°
Imam Abu Ja'fer al-Baqir®"* said the following to al-Kumeyt when the latter recited for
him®"* his poem which starts with “Who shall solace a heart suffering from overflowing
passion?”: “May you always be supported by the Holy Spirit.”** .
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Abul Abbas Al-Qurashi has narrated to me from Mohammed ibn Hussain ibn Abil Khattab, who from
Mohammed ibn Ismail, from Salih ibn Ugbah, from Abi Harun Al-Makfuf, who has said:

asws

Abu Abdullah®™"* said to me: O Aba Harun! Recite a poem for the me*** about Hussain®"*. So

| recited a poem for him*"* and he**"* cried.
Then the Imam***
stricken tone.

said: Recite it in the same way that you (usually) recite — with a grief-

Then | recited (the poem which starts with) the following verse:

®This is recorded on p. 118, Vol. 15, of Al-Aghani and also on p. 27, Vol. 2, of Ma’hid al-Tansis
" This statement is quoted on p. 5 of "Uydn Akhbar Al-Reza®"* by al-Sad3q.
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asws asws

‘Pass by the grave of Hussain®"* and say to his*"* purified bones...”

asws asws

cried and asked me to recite more poems for him®"". | recited another poem for
. The Imam®"* cried (again) and | also heard (ladies) crying from behind the curtain.

Imam
himaSWS

asws

After | finished (reciting the poems), the Imam®™ said to me:

#% and cries and makes ten people cry,

asws

O Aba Harun! If one recites a poem about Hussain
Paradise will be registered for him and for them. If one recites a poem about Hussain
and cries and makes five people cry, Paradise will be registered for him and for them. If one
recites a poem about Hussain®"* and cries and makes one person cry, Paradise will be
registered for him and for he who cries.*?
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Abul Abbas Al-Qurashi has narrated to me from Mohammed ibn Hussain, who from Hassan ibn Ali lbn Abi
Uthman, who from Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abil Mughirah, from Abi Umarah Al-Munshid, who has said:

asws asws

Abu Abdullah®** said to me: O Aba Umarah! Recite a poem for me*"* about Hussain

asws asws

started crying. Then | recited another poem and
% and he®™* cried (even more). |
and he*" kept crying, and | also

| recited a poem for him and he
he®"* cried (more). Then | recited another poem for him
say it by Allah®" that | kept reciting poems for him®"
heard (others) crying from inside the house as well.

asws

Then the Imam said to me:

O Aba Umarah! Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain®*"* and makes fifty people cry
will be rewarded with Paradise. Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain®™"* and makes
forty people cry will be rewarded with Paradise. Anyone who recites a poem about
Hussain®™"* and makes thirty people cry will be rewarded with Paradise. Anyone who recites
a poem about Hussain®™®"® and makes twenty people cry will be rewarded with Paradise.
Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain®*"* and makes ten people cry will be rewarded
with Paradise. Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain®"* and makes one person cry will
be rewarded with Paradise. Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain®"* and cries will be
rewarded with Paradise.
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asws

Anyone who recites a poem about Hussain and tries to cry will be rewarded with

Paradise. 3
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Mohammed ibn Jafar narrated to me from Mohammed ibn Hussain, from ibn Abi Umayr, from Abd Allah ibn
Hassan, from ibn Abi Shubah (Al-Halabi), from Abd Allah ibn Ghalib, who has said:

| went to Abu Abdullah®"* and | recited a eulogy about Hussain®"* for him. When | reached
the verse:

What a great disaster! Instead of scattering dust over Hussain®"*, he®"* was rolled in the
dust!

A lady who was crying from behind the curtain screamed, ‘O father!!!11’.*
G 2l ) S se s R 0B e W o 22 g
It is narrated that:

Abu Abdullah®*®"* said: ‘There is a (known) reward for every act (of worship) except for
shedding tears over us®":.”
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My father narrated to me from all of my scholars, from Saad ibn Abd Allah, from Mohammed ibn Hussain ibn
Abil Khattab, from Abi Dawud Al-Mustariqg, from some of our companions, who said:

Abu Abdullah®"*® said: ‘Ali*" ibn Hussain®"* (Imam Sajjad®") cried over his*"* father®",
Hussain®"* Ibn Ali** for twenty years — or forty years — and whenever food was brought to
him**, he®*"* would cry over Hussain

asws
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asws

One day, his servant said to him, ‘May | sacrifice myself for you®**, O son®"* of Rasool-

Allah®™™! | am afraid that you®"* may die (from grief).

He (the Imam Sajjad®"*) replied: I only complain of my distress and grief to Allah, and |
know from Allah what you do not know (12:86)*°. Verily whenever I*"* remember the
killing of the children of Syeda Fatimah®"*, I*"* am choked with tears over them®**."/

JG?‘“‘&;‘fj&‘”“d‘dd“u”‘ﬁ‘ad*%fuw‘wraw&‘fw\mdwyd\gb
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It is narrated that:
Abu Abdullah®"* said:

Hussain®™"* Ibn Ali*"* said: 1**"* am the Martyr of Tears. No Momin (believer) remembers

me®"* without crying.™®

Orating (Singing) Poetry in the Masjid:
ol Y B S ) (3 s of alal esdl e il

And | asked him®"® about the poetry, is it correct if one vocalises (orates/sings) in the
Masjid?’ There is no problem'.19 (An extract from a long Hadith)

asws

Reward for Reciting Poetry about Hussain

£
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asws asws

Imam Sadiq said: There is none who recites poetry about Hussain and weeps and
makes others weep by means of it, except that Allah®*" makes Paradise incumbent upon
him and forgives his sins.?°

'®This Verse is the answer from Prophet Yaqub (in the Holy Quran) to his sons when they said: ‘By Allah! You
will not cease remembering Yusuf till you are on the verge of death, or until you die (12:85)

107 e ol ol ks, chapter 35, H. 1.

109 : - ot ol LIS, chapter 36, H. 3

% Bihar Al Anwaar — V 10, The book of Argumentation,S3Ch17H1

20 Rijal al-Shaikh al- Tusi pg. 189
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Poetry Recitation During the Period of Mourning

z
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Imam Reza®"* said (to De'bil, a poet sincerely devoted to the Ahl Al-Bayt®™"*): I*"* desire

that you recite for me®*"* poetry, for surely, these days (of the month of Muharram) are the
days of grief and sorrow, which have passed over us®"*, Ahl Al-Bayt®".*!

asws

Imam Mohammed Baqir™" Leaves some Wealth for Lamenters:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™", said, ‘My*"* father®®"*® said to me*"*: ‘O

Ja’far®"*I Dedicate to me®"* from my*"* such and such wealth for the lamenters to lament

me®™* for ten years at Mina in the days of Mina (Hajj)’.*2

Rasool-Allah®***"" Allowed ‘Laments’ for other than Ahl Al-Bayt™"":

Sl 2 A5 SU J6 (ol ade y s ol e SR 0T 3 ke 3 ol pe S pde s 82 1 SR
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®®"* having said: ‘Al-Waleed Bin Al-Mugheira died, so
Umm Salma® said to the Prophet®™": ‘The progeny of Al-Mugheira have established a
lamentation, and I** want to go to them’. Rasool-Allah**"" permitted her®. So she® wore
her® clothes and prepared herself*, and it was from her® beauty that she was like a fairy,
and she® was such that whenever she® stood up, so her® hair flowed till the top part of
her® body got covered, and she® tied her® ornaments at the ends of it.

A ol Bl 85 gl Gl G gl (AT SN Ty e 1 oyl D25 G G e o s
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! Mustadrak al-Wasail, vol 10, pg. 386
2117 i ¢S (B - by ¢, Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 35H 1
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So she® eulogised the son of her® uncle in front of Rasool-Allah**"", so she® said: ‘I*° state
that Al-Waleed Bin Al-Waleed Abu Al-Waleed was a youth of the family, a patron of the
realities; a glorious one transcending to the frequently of its seeking; a quencher during the

years, a spring of fresh water and its provisions’.
e JBY 5 (Jlyale & Loy 230 @le S0 Gl WS J6

He (the Imam®"®) said: ‘So the Prophet®™"" did not refuse that to her, nor did he*"" say
anything’ (against it).?
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It is narrated from him (narrator of the Hadith above) from Ahmad ibn Mohammed from ibn Faddal from ibn
Muskan from Muyassir who has said the following:

‘Once Abu Jafar®*" asked me: ‘Do you hold private ‘Majalis’ gatherings wherein you say
whatever you want?’ | said, 'Yes, | swear by Allah®*, we hold private ‘Majalis’ gatherings and
say whatever we like to say (in praise of Muhammad®**" and his family®"**).’

asws /Iasws haZWj’ Iasws |asws

The Imam™®™* said: swear by Alla wish could be with you at such ‘Majalis’
gatherings. 1" swear by Allah®", I*" love your fragrance and your spirits. You, certainly,
follow the religion of Allah®*, and the religion of the angels®. Pay attention to restraining

from the worldly attractions and assist yourselves with striving hard in (good) work.”**

The First Poet was Prophet Adam®

Y /

5 G 3 e Gl et g 23 Q) BT W g JB as B85 5 J6 ¢ 33T U6 5230 06 35 JFf 22 4L

z

”‘\QKJL;;;L;:A@QKL‘WL\M J‘u35513,2;/’\g;;;/;;a:;j“j‘f’\;;;@j;g;;;;zjm

U el 5 gl £Y J6 557 57 24 Ol 5 & d
a5 58 5 ol 5 0o Bum 5 5 T T le D 6o oYl e il s a5 Y B
f/“;JLZ;gsT;.:;LE;@;f:\Ju/;M}\H:i;ﬁJ\ [0 352 5 osh 5 e 5 2kel 5 B 5 ble 5348

2 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 35 H 2
** Al-Kafi, vol, 2, H. 2113, Ch. 77, h 5
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asws

The man asked, “Who was the first poet? The Imam®"* answered, “It was Adam®.” The man
asked, “What was the poem about?” The Imam®"* said, “When Adam® was cast down to
the earth he® saw the extent of the earth and its air. When Cain killed Abel then Adam®
said,

The land and its residents have changed vastly;

The appearance of the earth has turned black and ugly;

Whatever had a taste and colour has changed;

And the freshness of those good looks has diminished;

I see my life span filled with sorrow ;

May | get rid of this life tomorrow?

Why should I not cry while Cane is in the grave;

Abel killed his brother Cane so brave;

O sorry! | have lost that good-looking son!

Then Satan - may God damn it - replied,
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Get away from this land and its residents

As there is no more room for you anymore in this expanded Paradise
You and your spouse were living in peace

And from the troubles of the world was your heart at comfort.

But you could not escape my tricks and plots

Until you lost that valuable thing

And God gave the people tamarisk and bitter ‘khamt

Instead of Paradise and its open gates

And had | not received the Mercy of the Omnipotent

You would not have lost Paradise now.”*

What is the &1 %3 ‘Zikr Allah®” which is a Must under All
Conditions:

¢ e gl e S e pe ol e gl LR 2E A e o ek e L le e ad i e
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(Imam) Abu Jafar®™* says (in a long Hadith): We™" are the ‘i 53" (Zikr Allah®- Allah®"'s

asws

Remembrance), and we™"" are greater.26
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!
And from him, from Muhammad Bin Hamaam, from Ja’far, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al-

Mada’iny, from Haroun Bin Muslim, from Al-Husayn Bin Alwaan, from Ali Bin Gurab, from Al-Kalby, from Abu
Salih, who has said:

> UYUN AKHBAR AL-REZA, H. 24-1
596 : - 2z (Y - by 30, H. 1.
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‘From Ibn Abbas [72:17] and whoever turns aside from the Reminder (Zikr) of his Lord, said,
Zikr of his Lord (is the) — Wilayah of Ali*"* Bin Abu Talib®"*. His**" Words [72:14] these aim
at the right way, i.e., seeking of the Truth (Wilayah) [72:15] And as to the deviators, they
are fuel of Hell, said, ‘Al-Qasit’ — The strayer off the ‘s, The Just Path (Wilayah)'.27

The Acts of Devotion of Various People:
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(It has been narrated) from the Imam Musa®™"* Bin Ja’far®"*, from his®*"* father®*"* having said:
‘When this Verse was Revealed [22:67] For every community We Made acts of devotion which they
observe, Rasool-Allah®™™"" gathered them, then said: ‘O group of the Emigrants and the Helpers!
Allah® is Saying [22:67] For every community We Made acts of devotion which they observe. And
the act of devotion (sL.i), he®"* is the Imam®"* for every community after its Prophet®, until the

asws asws

Prophet® realises it, and the need for the Imam®"*, and being obedient to him®*"*, it is the Religion.
And he®™" is the act of devotion, and he®*" is Ali*"* Bin Abu Talib®*"*, your Imam®"* after me*"".
I**** therefore, call you all to be guided by him***, for he®*"* is upon a right Guidance’.
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So the people stood up being astounded from that and they were saying, ‘By Allah™"! Then we shall
snatch the matter, and we will not be pleased to be obedient to him*™"*, ever, even if Rasool-
Allah®™"" is infatuated by him®**. Thus, Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Revealed [22:67] and call to
your Lord; surely you are on a right Guidance [22:68] And if they contend with you, say: Allah
Knows what you are doing [22:69] Allah will Judge between you on the Day of Judgement
regarding what you used to differ in [22:70] Do you not know that Allah Knows what is in the sky

and the earth? Surely this is in a Book; that is easy for Allah (to do)’.*®

27(

390 :2 28 i)
2637 /349 :1 oV b
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Reciting ‘Name of Allah’ in the Start of a Poetry
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Abu Abdullah®"* said: Do not ignore the expression, In the name of Allah, the Beneficent,
the Merciful, even if it is followed by a poem.*

Abu Abdullah®™"” Recites Verses of a Poet:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘Expansive shirting and the
(cutting) the hair growth of the hair in the nose is a safety from the leprosy’. Then he®"*
said: ‘Have you not heard the words of the poet — ‘And you will not see my shirt except as
wide of the collar and the sleeves”.*

asws |

Verses Compiled by Abu Talib
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..Abu Talib®"* says O Allah®, Make your Promise to come true, thus Establish my word,
spread the word about me, strengthen my arms. These were his repeated words after his
dream in the well, he did not do any Tawaf, while saying lines of poetry until he died.

2614 0 2z (Y - by 30, H.1
%% Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 29 H 8
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However, he spontaneously read a poem to his sons on the day he wanted to offer
AbdAllah®™*, one of his sons as a sacrificial offering.

Earnings of the lamenting woman:
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‘There was a woman with us in Al-Hayy, and for her is a slave girl, a lamenter. So she came
over to my father and said, ‘O uncle! You know that my livelihood is from Allah®™" Mighty
and Majestic, then from this slave girl, the lamenter, and | would love it if you could ask Abu
Abdullah®"* about that. So if it was Permissible (fine), or else | would sell her and eat from
her price until such time as Allah®™ Grants me with the relief (alternative source of
income)’. So my father said to her, ‘I consider it a big thing that | should ask Abu Abdullah®"*
about this question’.
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asws asws

He (the narrator) said, ‘So when we proceeded to him®", | informed him with that, so
Abu Abdullah®** said: ‘Does she stipulate (a price beforehand)?’ | said, ‘By Allah®**!! | do not
know whether she stipulates or not’. So he®"* said: ‘Tell her not to stipulate, and she can
accept whatever is given’.*

At 36 g (ot ade y e of Eas J6 01 cp e Jw;\u;wd\d\u;uu;ﬁj\ D e
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* and he®"* had been asked about earnings of the female lamenter,
he®"™ said: ‘It is Permissible for her to strike with one hand upon the other’ (being
righteous) .

1221 o i (Y - by 30

32 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 35 H 3
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 35 H 4
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The poetry which women sing:
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asws

‘| asked Abu Ja’far®*"* about earning of the singers, so he®*"* said: ‘(That singing) at which
the men come over to her for is Prohibited, but (that singing) which she is invited to the
weddings, there is no problem with it, and these are the Words of Allah®" Mighty and
Majestic [31:6] And from the people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray

from Allah’s Way without knowledge’ >*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘The female singer who attends

the weddings, there is no problem with her earnings’.*
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‘| asked Abu Abdullah®*"* about the teaching, so he®"* said: ‘Do not take the recompense
upon the teaching’. | said, ‘the poetry, and the letter writing and what resembles that,

stipulating (a price) upon it (a teaching job)?’ He®"* said: ‘Yes, if there happen to be children

in your presence, (treat them) equal in the teaching, not preferring some over the others’.%®

Example of Forbidden Poetry
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** Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 37 H 1
> Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 37 H 2
% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 38 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far Bin Muhammad®"*, from his*"* father™"* having said:
‘Neither send greetings upon the Jews, nor upon the Christians, nor upon the Magians, and
upon the idol worshippers, nor upon the drinker of wine upon the table, nor upon the one
playing chess and the dice, nor upon the bisexual, nor upon the poet against the chaste
(women), nor upon the Praying ones because the Praying one does not have the ability to
return the greeting, because the initiation of the greeting is voluntary but (it’s) the response
is an Obligation, nor upon the consumer of the interest, nor upon a man seated upon the

toilet, nor upon the one who is in the bath, nor upon the self-declared evil-doer’.*’
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"This is" meaning, that Punishment which was obligated on those due to their sins which
emboldened them to oppose their Imam®"*, and their declining the friendship of the Chief
of the creation of Allah®™" after Muhammad®*"* His**¥ Prophet™*", his**" brother and one
with His™ qualities. "because Allah has revealed the Book with the truth" Sent down the
Book which Promised Punishment to the one who opposed the rightful and stayed away
from the truthful, and followed the mischief makers.

Sent down the Book with the truth, that the Promised Punishment will come and there is no
error in that. "and surely those who go against the Book" they do not believe in it. Some of
them say: 'This is sorcery'. Some of them: 'This is poetry'. Some of them: 'This is foretelling
"are in a great opposition." opposition, far from the truth. When they doubt the truth, their
perception takes them further in the opposite direction.®
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8 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®"*, H. 352
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* having said regarding the Words of the High [5:90]
O you who believe! Intoxicants and games of chance and (sacrificing to) stones set up and
(dividing by) arrows: ‘As for the wine, so it is every intoxicant which is drunk, if it
intoxicates, so it is Forbidden. And if a lot of it intoxicates, so a little of it is (also) Forbidden.
And it was that Abu Bakr used to drink before the Prohibition of the wine, so he used to be
intoxicated. So he went on to say poetry and wept upon the Polytheists who were killed at
Badr, and the Prophet™" heard it, so he®™"" said: ‘Our Allah®**!l Withhold his tongue’. So
his tongue has Held, and he did not speak until the intoxication went away from him. So

Allah®®" Revealed its Prohibition after that’.>°

asws

Words of Amir-ul-Momineen™"" against Tale-telling Poems:
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(Amir-ul-Momineen®"
dead, and deaf despite having ears. |
preaching which is a sufficient healing, and |

people of oppression. 1** do not reach to the end of my*"* speech and I**"* see you are
dispersing in groups. You are reciting the poetry and striking the examples, and asking about
the price of the dates and the milk. May your hands be broken. You have got bored of the
war and the preparation for it, and your hearts are empty and you have stopped mentioning
it. You have busied yourselves with the invalidities and the vanities and the excuses.*°

said) So, you are present as if you are absent, and living as if you are
3% preach to you the wisdom and preach to you with a
&% yrge you towards the Holy War against the

aAsws -

Sermon of Amir-ul-Momineen in Al-Basra in refutation of lbn Al-
Aas
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*0 Kitab Sulym ibn Qais Hilali, H. 12.
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Ali**"* arose and said: ‘The strangeness of the tyrants of Syria for accepting the words of
Amro and ratifying him, and it has reached from his narration, and his lies, and 1**"* say that
he is forging lies against the Rasool Allah**"" who has cursed him with seventy curses, and
cursed his companion who called to him in another place, and that he had ridiculed the
Rasool Allah®®™" by poems in seventy verses. So the Rasool Allah®®"" said: ‘Our Allah®", |©2"¥
do not speak poetry nor do I***" consider it to be permissible, so You® and Your®"! Angels,
Send Curses for each of those verses (he fabricated) and upon his descendants up to the Day
of Judgement.**

41737 ) ‘ZC c\}ﬁu\ o on [ﬁl.w os” , H. 22.
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Appendix: Further Verses from the Holy Quran on ‘Poet’ and Poetry
CHAPTER 37 - VERSES 36 - 42

(36 o5 12 T 56 G Oyl
[37:36] And were saying: Shall we give up our gods for the sake of an insane poet?

[37:37] But, he has come with the Truth and ratified the Rasools [37:38] You will be tasting
the painful Punishment [37:39] And you shall not be Recompensed with except (for) what
you had been doing [37:40] Except for the sincere servants of Allah [37:41] For them is a
known sustenance [37:42] Fruits, and they shall be Honoured
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[37:28] They shall say: Surely you used to come to us from the right side Meaning so and so

and so and so (first and the second) [37:29] They shall say: But, you did not become

Believers’.*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far Muhammad®"*® Bin Ali*"* having said: ‘Rasool-
Allah®®"" said: ‘The feet of a Believing servant would not move on the Day of Judgement
from in front of Allah®® Mighty and Majestic until he is asked about four things — Your life,
regarding what you wasted it? And your body — regarding what did you indulge it in? And
your wealth — from where did you attain it, and where did you place it? And about the love
for us®*"*, the People®*"”* of the Household’.
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So a man from the people said, ‘And what is the sign of your®"" love, O Rasool-Allah**"*?’
So he*®™" said: ‘The love for this one’ — and placed his***" hand upon the head of Ali**"* Bin
Abu Talib™">.*

* Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn — CH 37 H 27
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‘Abu Ja’far®"* having said: ‘His** Words [37:41] For them is a known sustenance, he®"*

said: ‘The servants know of it, so they bring it to the friend of Allah®™" before he even asks
them for it’.
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And as for the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [37:42] Fruits, and they shall be
Honoured, he®™"” said: ‘They will not desire anything in the Paradise, except that they will be
honoured with it’.**

CHAPTER 69 - VERSES 38 TO 52
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[69:38] But nay! | swear by that which you see, [69:39] And by that which you do not see.
[69:40] Most surely, it is the Word of an Honoured Messenger, [69:41] And it is not the
word of a poet; little it is that you believe [69:42] Nor the word of a soothsayer; little is it
that you mind. [69:43] It is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds. [69:44] And if he had
fabricated against Us some of the sayings, [69:45] We would certainly have seized him by
the right hand, [69:46] Then We would certainly have cut off his aorta (vein). [69:47] And
not one of you could have withheld Us from him. [69:48] And it is a Reminder for the
pious. [69:49] And We know that some of you are beliers. [69:50] And it is a regret to the
unbelievers. [69:51] And most surely it is the true certainty [69:52] So Glorify the Name of
your Lord, the Magnificent
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Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from Ali Bin Muhammad, from one of our companions, from Ilbn Mahboub, from

Muhammad Bin Al-Fazeyl,

‘I asked from Abu Al-Hassan®"*, ‘(What about) [69:40] Most surely, it is the Word of an
Honoured Messenger? He®™"* said: ‘It Means libraeel®, from Allah®*", regarding the

iasws;

Wilayah of Al
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| said, ‘(What about) [69:41] And it is not the word of a poet; little it is that you believe?’
He®"* said: ‘They were saying, ‘Muhammad®™" is lying (Nouzobillah)* against his*""
Lord®. And Allah®™" has not Commanded by this regarding Ali*"*. So Allah®*" Revealed
the Quran with that, so He®* Said: “[69:43] It the Wilayah of Ali*"* is a Revelation from the
Lord of the Worlds. [69:44] And if he had fabricated against Us some of the sayings,
[69:45] We would certainly have seized him by the right hand [69:46] Then We would
certainly have cut off his aorta
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Then there is Kindness in the Words, so He®™" Said [69:48] And it the Wilayah of Ali*" is a
Reminder for the pious — to the Worlds [69:49] And We know that some of you are beliers
[69:50] And it (Wilayah of) Ali**" is a regret to the unbelievers. [69:51] And it Wilayah of
Ali*"" is the true certainty [69:52] So Glorify — O Muhammad®*®"" the Name of your Lord,
the Magnificent’. He®™ is Saying: ‘Be thankful to your™" Lord®" the Magnificent, who
Gave you™"" ) 46

this Grace’.

CHAPTER 73 - VERSES 4 TO 6
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[73:4] Or add to it, and recite the Quran as it ought to be recited. [73:5] Surely We will be

Bringing upon you a weighty Word. [73:6] Surely the rising by night is the firmest way to
tread and the best speech.

* God forbid
(.91 /359 :1 )
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Muhammad Bin Yaqoub, from Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from Ali Bin Ma’bad, from Wasil Bin Suleyman,
from Abdullah Bin Suleyman who said:

‘I asked Abu Abdullah®*"* about the Words of the Mighty and Majestic [73:4] and recite the
Quran as it ought to be recited, he®"* said: Amir-ul-Momineen®™"* said: ‘In between it are
explanations, and do not read at the pace of the poetry, and do not scatter the words like
the scattering during the divinations, but it would hurt and make your heart stiff, and do not

be concerned at getting to the end of the Chapter’.*’

CHAPTER 74 - VERSES 11 TO 30
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[74:11] Leave Me and him whom I created, alone (Al-Waheed), [74:12] And Given him vast
riches, [74:13] And sons dwelling in his presence, [74:14] And | adjusted affairs for him
adjustably; [74:15] And yet he desires that | should add more! [74:16] By no means! surely
he offers opposition to Our Communications. [74:17] | will make a distressing punishment
(Saouda) overtake him. [74:18] Surely he reflected and plotted, [74:19] But may he be
cursed how he plotted; [74:20] Again, may he be cursed how he plotted; [74:21] Then he
looked, [74:22] Then he frowned and scowled, [74:23] Then he turned back and was big
with pride, [74:24] Then he said: This is naught but the effects of sorcery [74:25] This is
naught but the words of a mortal. [74:26] | will cast him into Hell. [74:27] And what will
make you realize what Hell is? [74:28] It leaves anyone nor does it spare anyone [74:29] It
scorches the mortal. [74:30] Over it are nineteen.
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Ali Bin lbrahim (Tafseer Qummi) —

(1 /449 :2 3K9)
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It was Revealed regarding Al-Waleed Bin Al-Mugheira, and he was a great experienced
Sheikh from the villages of Arabia, and he was from the ones who used to scoff at Rasool-
Allah*®"™, And Rasool-Allah**"" was seated in the Chamber and reciting the Quran, so the
Quraysh gathered around Al-Waleed Bin Al-Mugheira and they said, ‘O Abu Abd Al-Shams!
What is this which Muhammad®®"" is saying? Is this poetry, or prophecies or sermons?’ He
said, ‘Call me to listen to his®*"" speech’.
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He went with a delegation to Rasool-Allah®**"", so he said, ‘O Muhammad®*""! Sing to me
with your™" poetry’. He*®"" said: ‘This is not poetry, but it is the Speech of Allah®*" which
He*™ has Chosen for His™" Angels, and His®*" Prophets®, and His®**) Messengers®. So he
said, ‘Recite something from it’. So Rasool-Allah***" recited [41:1] Ha Mim. So when he**""
reached His®™ Words [41:13] But if they turn away, then say: | warn you of a thunderbolt
like the thunderbolt (which fell of old upon the tribes) of A'ad and Thamud, Al-Waleed
trembled, and all the hair on his head stood up, and went to his house, and did not return to
the Quraysh from that (day)’.
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So they went to Abu Jahl and said, ‘O Abu Al-Hakam! Abu Abd Al-Shams has aspired to the
Religion of Muhammad®"". Have you not seen that he never returned to us?’ The next day
Abu Jahl went to Al-Waleed and said to him, ‘O uncle, you have lowered our heads and
exposed us, our enemies are gloating over us, and you have aspired to the Religion of
Muhammad®*®**I’ So he said, ‘| have not aspired to his**"" Religion, but | heard from him***"
such difficult speech which shivered the skin’. Abu Jahl said to him, ‘He**"" was preaching?’
He said, ‘No. A sermon is a continuous speech, this was a prose speech, and there is no
resemblance to each other’. He said, ‘It was poetry?’ He said, ‘No. But | have heard the
poems of the Arabs, their simple ones, and their prolonged ones, and battle slogans, and
whatever poems which they recited’. He said, ‘So what was it?’ He said, ‘Leave me. | want to

ponder over it’.*
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