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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلِهِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرَحِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief 
Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَهُمِْوَالْعَنِْأعَْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِالَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَِ  عَجِ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

‘Poverty and Sufficiency’ 

 

Summary: 

Poverty, sufficiency and affluence are relative terms, and to be looked together with 
sustenance, lifestyle and extravagance1 for leading a moderate life.  In the article, we will 
about the poverty and sufficiency learn from Ahadith.  The poverty which brings one to the 
brink of desperation/extinction is highly abhorred but poverty which guarantees achieving 
basic necessities is praised.  Poverty and sufficiency are to be measured as per living 
conditions and prevailing society norms, i.e., level of poverty in the western world is different 
from that of Asia or Africa.  

Sustenance ‘Rizk’ is also a complex topic, as it’s predestined but one has to seek it, e.g., see 
an article ‘’Rizq, Sustenance, how to acquire it, Ahadith (hubeali.com)’’ a part of Rizk is in earnings and a part is in 
knowledge.   

Seeking Rizk while reliance on Allah-azwj has been recommended in Ahadith, e.g.,  

ِعَنِِْبِْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِعَْْدِِالََّمَدِِعَنِْالْفَحَامِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىِبْنِِِالَْْسَنُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِالطُّوسِيُِّفِِمَََالِسِهِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْأَبِِمَُُمَدٍِ ََ ِهَارُو
هِِقاَلَ:ِقاَلَِسَيِ دُنََِالََّادِقُِع كُِتِبَِعَلَيْهِِخَطِيئَةٌِِأبَيِهِِعَنِْجَدِ   مَنِِاهْتَمَِلِرزِْقِهِ

Al-Hassan Bin Muhammad Al-Tusi, in his (book) ‘Majaalis’, from his father, from Abu Muhammad Al Fahham, 
from Muhammad Bin Isa Bin Haroun, from Ibrahim Bin Abdul Samad, from his grandfather who said,  

‘Our Master-asws Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘The one who is distressed (sorrowful/unhappy) for his 
sustenance, a minor sin would be written against him. 

ِمِنْهُِ َُ َْاعَِفَ لَمِْتَدْ ِوَِطَرحََِفِيهِِالسِ  ََِفِِزَمَنِِجَْاَرٍِعَاتٍِأَخَذَهُِفَطَرَحَهُِفِِِجُبٍ  كَِا ِدَانيَِالَ ََ تََْرَِِِِ حْهُِفَأَوْحَىِالَلُِِِّلََِنَبٍِ ِمِنِْأنَِْْيَائهِِِوَِلََِْ
ِائْتِِدَانيَِالَِ َِ  بِِلطعََامِِِ-أَ

                                                      
1 Israf (Extravagance) and its limits (hubeali.com) 

https://www.hubeali.com/articles/Rizk_Sustenance.pdf
https://hubeali.com/articles/Israf_Extravagance-And-Its-Limits.pdf
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Daniyal-as was in the era of a fierce tyrant. He seized him-as and dropped him-as into a pit and 
dropped the lions in it, but they did not come near him-as nor came out to him-as. Allah-azwj 
Revealed to a Prophet-as from His-azwj Prophets-as that he-as should go to Daniyal-as with some 
food.  

ِوَِأيَْنَِدَانيَِالُِ  لَيْهِِعَِِقاَلَِتََْرجُُِمِنَِالْقَرْيةَِِفَ يَسْتَقِْْلُكَِضَُْعٌِفاَتْ َْعْهُِفإَِنهَُِيدَُلُّكَِِ-قاَلَِيََِرَبِ 

He-as said: ‘O Lord-azwj! And where is Daniyal-as?’ He-azwj Said: “Go out from the town. A hyena 
would receive you-as. Follow it, for it would point you-as to him-as”.  

ِفإَِذَاِدَانيَِالُِفأََدْلََِ الْْمَْدُِلِلَِِّالَذِ ِيََْزِ ِِلََِيَ نْسَىِمَنِْذكََرهَُِ ِالَذِ الْْمَْدُِلِلَِِِّ-ِلِيَْهِِالطعََامَِفَ قَالَِدَانيَِالُِفَأتََىِبهِِِالضَُْعُِِِلََِذَلِكَِالُْْبِ 
ِِِحْسَانًَِوَِبِِلََّبِِْْنَََاةًِ َِ حْسَا  بِِلِْْ

The hyena came with him-as to that pit, and there was Daniyal-as. He-as brought the food near 
to him-as. Daniyal-as said: ‘The Praise is for Allah-azwj Who does not Forget the one who 
remembers Him-azwj. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Who Recompense the good deed with a Favour 
and salvation for the patience’.  

ِوَِلََِيُ قَْْلَِلَِِوْليَِائهِِِِ-ثَُُِقاَلَِالََّادِقُِع ََ ِيََْعَلَِأرَْزاَقَِالْمُتَقِيَنِمِنِْحَيْثُِلََِيََْتَسُِْو َْ ََِالَلَِّأَبََِِِلََِأَ  شَهَادَةٌِفِِِدَوْلَةِِالظاَلِمِيَن.ِِِ

Then Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘Allah-azwj has Refused except that He-azwj would Make the sustenance 
of the pious to be from where they were not anticipating, nor does He-azwj Accept a testimony 
of His-azwj friend (while they are) in the government of the oppressors’’.2 

Also in another Hadith, 

الٍِعَنِِابْنِِبَُ ْ ٍِ حَابِهِِقاَلَ:ِس   نلمحِاناس   نِأَبِِعَنِِابْنِِفَض   َ ِأبَوُِعَْْدِِاللَِِّرُبََّاَِِعَنِْبَ عْضِِأَص   ْ ََ ةَِثَُُِيطُْعِمُِِكَا أَطْعَمَنَاِالْفَراَنَِِوَِالَِْخَِّْْ   َ
 الُْْْْزَِوَِالزيَْتَِفَقِيلَِلَهُِلَوِْدَبَ رْتَِأمَْرَكَِحَتََِّيَ عْتَدِلَِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – My father, from Ibn Fazzal, from Ibn Bukeyr, from one of his companions who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws would sometimes feed us ‘Al-Farany’ and ‘Al-Akhbisa’, then (at other times) 
he-asws would feed us the bread and the oil. It was said to him-asws, ‘If you-asws could arrange 
your-asws affairs until you-asws equate (rich food with normal food)’.  

 فَ قَالَِِِنََّاَِتَدْبِ نََُِمِنَِاللَِِِِّذَاِوَسَعَِعَلَيْنَاِوَسَعْنَاِوَِِِذَاِقَتَََِّقَتََّْنََ.

He-asws said: ‘But rather, our-asws arrangement is from Allah-azwj. When He-azwj Expands upon us-

asws, we expand, and when He-azwj Contracts, we contract’’.3 

عِقاَلَ: ِ.كُلَمَاِازْدَادَِالْعَْْدُِِِيماَنًَِازْدَادَِضِيقاًِفِِمَعِيشَتِهِِِِوَِعَنْهُِ

                                                      
 H. 21967 , وسائل الشيعة، ج17، ص: 256
3 Bihar Al Anwaar – V 46, The book of History – Ja’far Al Sadiq-asws, Ch 4 H 22 
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And from him-asws having said: ‘Every time the servant increases the Eman, there will be a 
narrowness in his livelihood’’.4 

Coming back to our topic of poverty: 

ِ.الْقُوتَِِِلََِ قُلِْلِمََُّاصِِشِيعَتِنَاِغَر بِوُاِأوَِْشَر قُِواِلَنِْتُ رْزَقُواِوَِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ:

And from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Say to the sincere ones of our-asws Shias, ‘Go to the 
west or to the east, you will never be Graced except the basic subsistence!’’5 

Basic necessities of life are what Allah-azwj Wants his pious servants to enjoy so that they do 
not waste their time in the worldly affairs, i.e., love of the world and preoccupation in its 
attractions.  However, when one plunged into extreme poverty level (not being able to sustain 
living) that compels one to verge of destruction for both his world as well as the Hereafter, 
for example: 

ِقاَلَِع ِاِوَ ََ ِفإَِ ِمِنْهُ ِفاَسْتَعِذِْبِِللَِّ ِأَخَافُِعَلَيْكَِالْفَقْرَ ِيََِبُنَََِِِنِ ِ ِالْْنََفِيَةِ ِابْنِ ِمَُُمَدِ ِمَنْقَََّةٌِلِْلَِبنِْهِ ِللِْعَقْلِِِفَقْرَ ينِِمَدْهَشَةٌ دَاعِيَةٌِللِدِ 
 للِْمَقْتِِ

And he-asws (Ali Amir ul-Momineen-asws) said to his-asws son Muhammad: ‘O my-asws son! I-asws 
fear the poverty upon you, so seek Refuge with Allah-azwj from it, for the poverty is a reducer 
of the religion, perplexing to the intellect, caller to the hateful ones’’.6 

ِعَنِْأَبِِالْْاَرُودِِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِعِقاَلَ: ٍَ لََِيَسْتَشِرِْيَ نْدَمِْوَِالْفَقْرُِالْمَوْتُِِسْطرٍُِمَنِْفِِالتَوْراَةِِأرَْبَ عَةُِأَِِعَنْهُِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسِنَا
َُِ كَِمَاِتَدِينُِتُدَا  .اسْتَأْثَ رَِِمَلَكَِِمَنِِْوَِالَِْكْبَُِْوَ

My father, from Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Abu Al Jaroud,  

‘From Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘In the Torah there are four lines (sentences) – “One who 
does not consult will regret, and ‘  والفقر الموت الاكب’ the poverty is the greatest death, and just 
as you sow, so shall you reap, and the one who rules will monopolise’”’.7 

A frequently presented Hadith of Amir ul-Momineen-asws, is interpreted in other than its 
intended meanings that if one loves Ahl Al-Bayt-asws, he/she should look forward to the 
poverty and destitution, our 6th Imam-asws has clarified what Amir ul-Momineen-asws meant by 
his-asws statement: 

نِْمَنَُّْورٍِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِْأَحْْدََِعَِِمعانِِالِخْارِأَبِِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِِِدْريِسَِوَِمَُُمَدٍِالْعَطاَرِِعَنِِالَِْشْعَرِ ِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِِ
ِأُحُِّكَِفَ قَالَِِبْنِِالْمَُْارَكِِقاَلَ: ََِرَجُلًًِقاَلَِلَِِمِِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِِِنِ ِ  هُِأعَِدَِللِْفَقْرِِجِلَْْابًِِلَِِقاَلَِرَجُلٌِلَِِبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِحَدِيثٌِيُ رْوَىِأَ

                                                      
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar – V 64 The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 12 H 54 / 17 
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 66 b 
6 Nahj Al Balagah – Saying 319 
 H.16 ,المحاسن، ج2، ص: 601 7
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(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – My father, from Ahmad Bin Idrees, and Muhammad Al Attar, from Al Ashary, 
from Muhammad Bin Al Husayn, from Mansour, from Ahmad Bin Khalid, from Ahmad Al Mubarak who said,  

‘A man said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘There is a Hadeeth being reported that a man said to Amir 
Al-Momineen-asws, ‘I love you-asws!’ He-asws said to him: ‘Prepare a cloak for the poverty’’. 

ِفَ قَالَِليَْسَِهََ ذَاِقاَلَِِِنََّاَِقاَلَِلَهُِأعَْدَدْتَِلفَِاقتَِكَِجِلَْْابًِِيَ عْنَِِيَ وْمَِالْقِيَامَةِ.

He-asws said: ‘It isn’t like this! But rather he-asws had said to him: ‘Prepare a cloak for your 
destitution, meaning the Day of Qiyamah’’.8 

In relation to the extreme poverty level, a Hadith of Amir ul-Momineen-asws which beautifully 
summarises the consequences of poverty is quoted: 

كَِثرَُِخَطاَيََهُِِقاَلَِأمَُِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِللِْحَسَنِِعِ-  لََِتَ لُمِِْنِْسَانًَِيَطْلُبُِقُوتهَُِفَمَنِْعَدِمَِقُوتهَُ

Amir Al-Momineen-asws said to Al-Hassan-asws: ‘Do not blame a person seeking his daily 
subsistence. The one who lacks his daily subsistence, his mistakes (sins) would be many.  

كَِِ ِالْفَقُِ ِصَادِقاًِيُسَمُّونهَُ ََ كَِا كَِلًَمُهُِوَِلََِيُ عْرَفُِمَقَامُهُِلَوْ ِزاَهِداًِيُسَمُّونهَُِجَاهِلًًِيََِبُنَََِالْفَقُِ ِحَقٌِ ِلََِيُسْمَعُ ََ كَِا  اذِبًِِوَِلَوْ

O my-asws son-asws: ‘The poor one is belittled. Neither is his speech being listened to nor is his 
position recognised. Even if the poor one were to be truthful, he will be named as a liar, and 
even if he were to be ascetic, he would be named as ignorant.  

ِفِِعَقْلِهِِوَِالر قَِةِِفِِدِينِهِِوَِقِلَةِِالَِْْ ابْ تُلِيَِبِِلْفَقْرِِيََِبُنَََِمَنِِ َِ يَاءِِفِِوَجْهِهِِفَ نَعُوذُِبِِللَِِّابْ تُلِيَِبِِرَْبعَِِخََِّالٍِبِِلضَعْفِِفِِيقَِينِهِِوَِالنُّقََّْا
ِمِنَِالْفَقْرِ.

O my-asws son-asws! One who is afflicted by the poverty, is afflicted by four characteristics – the 
weakness in his certainty, and the deficiency in his intellect, and the weakness in his religion, 
and lack of shame in his face, so we-asws seek Refuge with Allah-azwj from the poverty’’.9 

 

  

                                                      
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 37 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 e 
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Introduction: 

In the remainder of the section, we will review more Ahadith on poverty (sufficiency and 
extreme poverty, i.e., desperation) in order to attain a better understanding of the subject. 

 

Poverty of (the understanding of) religion: 

ِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِْذَريِحٍِالْمُحَارِبِِ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَِمعانِِالِخْارِ ََ الْفَقْرُِالْمَوْتُِِدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ:ِْْابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالََّفَارِِعَنِِالْيَقْطِينَِِ ِعَنِْصَفْوَا
 الَِْحْْرَُِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Al Yaqteeny, from Safwan Bin Yahya, from 
Zareeh Al Muhariby,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The poverty is the red death’.  

 فَقِيلَِالْفَقْرُِمِنَِالدَنََنِِ ِوَِالدَراَهِمِِ

It was said, ‘The poverty is from the Dinars and the Dirhams!’ 

ينِِ ِ.قاَلَِلََِوَِلَِ نِْمِنَِالدِ 

‘He-asws said: ‘No, but it is from the religion’’.10 

ينِِوَِمَدِِْوَِقاَلَِعِلَِبنِْهِِمَُُمَدٍِ ِالْفَقْرَِمَنْقَََّةٌِللِدِ  ََ ِأَخَافُِعَلَيْكَِالْفَقْرَِفاَسْتَعِذِْبِِللَِِّمِنْهُِفإَِ ِ.هَشَةٌِللِْعَقْلِِدَاعِيَةٌِللِْمَقْتِِيََِبُنَََِِِنِ ِ

And he-asws said to his-asws son Muhammad: ‘O my-asws son! I-asws fear the poverty upon you, so 
seek Refuge with Allah-azwj from it, for the poverty (leads to) deficiency of the religion, and 
confusion for the intellect, caller to the hatred (by the people)’’.11 

ِيَاءِ.خِِأبَْ وَابُِالْْنََةِِمُفَتَحَةٌِعَلَىِالْفُقَراَءِِوَِالرَحْْةَُِنََزلَِةٌِعَلَىِالرُّحَْاَءِِوَِالَلُِّراَضٍِعَنِِالَِْسِِْوَِقاَلَِص

And he-saww said: ‘The doors of Paradise are open to the poor and the Mercy descends upon 
the Mercy, and Allah-azwj is Satisfied from the generous ones’’.12 

نْ يَاِفَ قْرُِالِِْْوَِقاَلَِص نْ يَاِغِنََِالْْخِرَةِِوَِغِنََِالدُّ نْ يَاِوَِفَ قْرُِالْْخِرةَِِفَ فَقْرُِالدُّ ِفَ قْرُِالدُّ َِ لًََكُ.الْفَقْرُِفَ قْراَ ْْ ِخِرَةِِوَِذَلِكَِا

                                                      
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 39 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 83 d 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 f 
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And he-saww said: ‘The poverty is (two types of) poverties – poverty of the world and poverty 
of the Hereafter. The poverty of the world is richness of the Hereafter and richness of the 
world is poverty of the Hereafter, and that is the destruction’’.13 

ِسَِْ حِْمَِِوَِقاَلَِص َْ كُِنِْمِنَِالتَاجِريِنَِوَِلَِ نِْأوُحِيَِِِلَََِأَ ِاجَْْعِِالْمَالَِوَ َِ كُِنِْمِنَِالسَاجِدِينَِوَِاعُْْدِْربََكَِبَِِمْدِِرَب ِِِاِأوُحِيَِِِلَََِأَ كَِوَ
ِ.حَتََِّيََتْيَِكَِالْيَقِينُِ

And he-saww said: ‘Allah-azwj did not Reveal to me-saww that I-saww should amass the wealth and 
be from the traders, but He-azwj Revealed to me-saww that I-saww should Glorify with the Praise 
of your Lord and become from the prostrating ones [15:98] And worship your Lord until 
there comes to you certainty [15:99]’’.14 

 

Comparing one with the rich and being ungrateful for 
adequacy: 

ِعَيْنَيْكَِِِلَِتفس ِالقمي ََ نيْاِلنَِفْتِنَهُمِْفِيهِِوَِرزِْقُِرَِِوَِلَِتََدَُ  بِ كَِخَْ ٌِوَِأبَْقىماِمَتَعْناِبهِِِأزَْواجاًِمِنْهُمِْزَهْرةََِالْْيَاةِِالدُّ

Tafseer Al-Qummi - And do not extend your eyes towards what We have Provided with 
spouses from them, being a blossom of the life of the world in order to Try them regarding 
it; and Grace of your Lord is better and more lasting [20:131]. 

ِاسْتَوَىِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصِجَالِساًِثَُُِقاَلَِمَنِْلََِْقاَلَِأبَوُِعَْْدِِ ِعَلَيْهِِلَمَاِنَ زلََتِْهَذِهِِالْْيةَُ عِزَِبعَِزاَءِِاللَِِّتَ قَطعََتِْنَ فْسُهُِيَِاللَِِّصَلَوَاتُِاللَِّ
يُِ يْهِِنعِْمَةًِِِلََِفِِِمَطْعَمٍِوَِمَشْرَبٍِقََُّرَِشْفَِغَيْظهُُِوَِمَنِْلََِْيَ عْرِفِْلِلَِِّعَلَِحَسَراَتٍِوَِمَنِْأتَْ َْعَِبَََّرهَُِمَاِفِِِأيَْدِ ِالنَاسِِطاَلَِهََُّهُِوَِلََِْ

ِ.أَجَلُهُِوَِدَنََِعَذَابهُُِ

Abu Abdullah-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws said: ‘When this Verse was 
Revealed, Rasool-Allah-saww sat up straight. Then he-saww said: ‘One who is not consoled by the 
Consolation of Allah-azwj his soul will be cut with regrets, and the one whose sight pursues 
what is in the hands of the people, his worries would be prolonged, and his rage will not be 
healed, and the one who does not recognise a bounty of Allah-azwj upon him except in food 
and drink, his term would be shortened and his Punishment would be drawn near’’.15 

 

                                                      
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 g 
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 h 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 42 
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Poverty is the Greatest Death: 

ِلََِْالْفَقْرُِهُوَِالْمَوْتُِالَِْكْبَُِْوَِقاَلَِعِلََِتَُُقِ رُواِضُعَفَاءَِِِخْوَانُِ مِْفَِِنِينَِللمحِالَّْالِالَِْرْبَ عُمِائةَِلمحِقاَلَِأمَُِ ِالْمُؤْمِِ ِمَنِِاحْتَقَرَِمُؤْمِناً إِنهَُ
ِيَ تُوبَِ َْ ِ.يََْمَعِِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِبَ يْنَهُمَاِفِِِالْْنََةِِِِلََِأَ

(The Hadeeth) ‘Al Anbamiya’ –  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The poverty, it is the greatest death’. And he-asws said: ‘Do not 
belittle the weak ones of your brethren for the one who belittles a Momin, Allah-azwj Mighty 
and Majestic will not Gather between the two except if he were to repent’’.16 

ِالْفَقْرُِالْمَوْتُِالَِْكْبَُْ.ِتفس ِالعياشيِعَنِْعَمْروِِبْنِِجُْيَْعٍِرَفَ عَهُِِِلََِأمَِِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِقاَلَ:

Tafseer Al Ayyashi – from Amro Bin Jumie, raising it to,  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The poverty is the greatest death’’.17 

 

Patience in hardship is from worship: 

ِرَفَ عَهُِِِلََِأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّع أنَهَُِقاَلَِلَِْعْضِِأَصْحَابهِِِأَِمَاِتَدْخُلُِالسُّوقَِأَِِثوابِالِعمالِابْنُِالْمُتَوكَِ لِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِيََْيََِعَنِِالَِْشْعَرِ ِ 
 ءَِمِاَِتَشْتَهِيهِِمَاِتَ رَىِالْفَاكِهَةَِتُ َْاعُِوَِالشَيِْ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – Ibn Al Mutawakkil, from Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Al Ashary,  

‘Raising it to Abu Abdullah-asws having said to one of his-asws companions: ‘Don’t you enter the 
market? Don’t you see the fruits being sold and the thing from what you desire?’ 

 فَ قُلْتُِبَ لَىِوَِاللَِِّ

I said, ‘Yes, by Allah-azwj!’ 

ََِلَكَِبُِ لِ ِمَاِتَ راَهُِوَِلََِ ِتَ قْدِرُِعَلَىِشِراَئهِِِوَِتََّْبُِْعَلَيْهِِحَسَنَةً.فَ قَالَِأمََاِِِ

He-asws said: ‘But, for you with all what you see and not able upon buying it and are being 
patient upon it, is a good deed’’.18 

 

                                                      
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 45 
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 54 
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 46 
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The rewards and ease in the Hereafter for those who 
were poor: 

عِقاَلَ:ثوابِ كَِِِالِعمالِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالََّفَارِِعَنِِابْنِِيزَيِدَِعَمَنِْذكََرَهُِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّ ََِيَ وْمُِالْقِيَامَةِِأمََرَِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِمُنَادِيًَِِِذَا ا
 فَ يُنَادِ ِأيَْنَِالْفُقَراَءُِ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Ibn Yazeed, from the one who mentioned it,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘When it will be the Day of Qiyamah, Allah-azwj Mighty 
and Majestic will Command a caller so he will call out: ‘Where are the poor?’  

مُِْخَزَنةَُِالْْنََةِِق َِْْفَ يَقُومُِ َْ ِبَِبَِالْْنََةِِفَ يَقُولُِ ََ ِأعَْطيَْتُمُونََِشَيْئاًِفَ تُحَاسُِْونََِعُنُقٌِمِنَِالناَسِِفَ يُؤْمَرُِبِِِمِِِْلََِالْْنََةِِفَ يَأْتوُ ََ لَِالِْْسَابِِفَ يَقُولُو
 عَلَيْهِِ

Necks from the people will stand. He-azwj will Command with them to the Paradise. They will 
come to the door of Paradise. The keeper of the Paradise will say to them, ‘Before the 
Reckoning?’ They will say, ‘We had (not) been Given anything to be Reckoned upon!’ 

ذََاِالْيَوْمِِفَ يَقُولُِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِصَدَقُواِعَِْا  دِ ِمَاِأفَْ قَرْتُُ مِْهَوَانًَِبُِ مِْوَِلَِ نِِادَخَرْتُِهَذَاِلَُ مِِْْ

Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic will Say: “My servants speak the truth! I-azwj had not 
Impoverished you due to your being insignificant, but I-azwj have Treasured this for you all for 
this Day!” 

مُُِانْظرُُواِوَِتَََّفَحُواِوُجُوهَِالناَسِِفَمَنِْآتَىِِلِيَُْ مِْمَعْرُوفاًِفَخُذُواِبيَِدِهِِوَِأدَْخِلُِ َْ ِوهُِالْْنََةَ.ثَُُِيَ قُولُِ

Then He-azwj will Say to them: “Look and browse faces of the people. The one who had come 
to you with an act of kindness, hold his hand and enter him into the Paradise!”’19 

ِعَنِِالسَُ ونِِ ِعَنِِالََّادِقِِعَنِْآبَِِ ِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِِالنَوْفلَِيِ  يََِمَعْشَرَِالْمَسَاكِيِنِطِيُْواِنَ فْساًِِسُولُِالَلِِّصئهِِِعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَِثوابِالِعمالِحَْْزَةُِالْعَلَوِ ُِّعَنِْعَلِيٍ 
ِلََِْتَ فْعَلُواِفَلًَِثَ وَابَِلَُ مِْ َْ ِ.وَِأعَْطَوُاِالرِ ضَاِمِنِْقُ لُوبُِ مِْيثُُِْْ مُِالَلُِّعَلَىِفَ قْركُِمِْفإَِ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – Hamza Al Alawy, from Ali, from his father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

‘From Al-Sadiq-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘O 
community of poor! Make yourselves feel good and give the satisfaction from your hearts, 
Allah-azwj will Reward you upon your poverty. If you don’t do so, there will be no Reward for 
you’’.20 

                                                      
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 47 
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 48 
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 سُئِلَِعَنِِالنَبِِ ِصِمَاِالْفَقْرُِفَ قَالَِخِزاَنةٌَِمِنِْخَزاَئنِِِاللَِِِّجعلمحِجامعِالِخْار

(The book) ‘Jamie Al Akhbaar’ –  

‘The Prophet-saww was asked, ‘What is the poverty?’ He-saww said: ‘A treasure from the 
treasures of Allah-azwj’.  

كَِراَمَةٌِمِنَِاللَِِّ  قِيلَِثََنيِاًِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّمَاِالْفَقْرُِفَ قَالَ

It was said secondly, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! What is the poverty?’ He-saww said: ‘A Prestige from 
Allah-azwj’. 

كَِريماًِعَلَىِاللَِِّتَ عَالََ.قِيلَِثََلثِاًِمَاِالْفَقْرُِفَ قَالَِصِشَيِْ ِءٌِلََِيُ عْطِيهِِالَلُِِِّلََِنَِْي اًِمُرْسَلًًِأوَِْمُؤْمِناً

It was said thirdly, ‘What is the poverty?’ He-saww said: ‘Something Allah-azwj does not Give 
except to a Prophet-as or a Messenger-saww, or a Momin prestigious to Allah-azwj the Exalted’’.21 

ِالِْنَِْْيَاءَِوَِأوَْلََدَِالِْنَِْْيَاءِِوَِأتَْ َْاعَِالِْنَِْْياَءِِخَُُّّواِبثَِلًَثِِخََِّالٍِالسُّقْمِِفِِالَِِِْقاَلَِأبَوُِالَْْسَنِِمُوسَىِعِ- ََ ِِِ َِ ِوَِخَوْفِِالسُّلْطاَ َِ بْدَا
ِوَِالْفَقْرِ.

Abu Al-Hassan Musa-asws said: ‘The Prophets-as, and children of Prophets-as, and followers of 
the Prophets-as are specialised with three characteristics - the sickness in the bodies, and fear 
of the authority, and the poverty’’.22 

 

Never humiliate the poor nor backbite the well-off: 

ءِِِتَ بِِْْ ِالْبَنََِِبِِلشَيِْقاَلَِالَلُِّتَ عَالََِلِمُوسَىِيََِمُوسَىِلََِتَسْتَذِلَِالْفَقَِ ِوَِلََِِقَّصِالِنْياءِعليهمِالسلًمِعَنِْأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِعِقاَلَ:
ِالْيَسِِ .

(The book) ‘Qasas Al-Anbiya-as, may the greetings be upon them-as, from Abu Ja’far-asws having 
said: ‘Allah-azwj the Exalted Said to Musa-as: “O Musa-as! Neither humiliate the poor nor 
backbite the rich with the small thing’’.23 

ِالِْنَِْْيَاءَِوَِأوَْلََدَِالِْنَِْْيَاءِِوَِأتَْ َْاعَِالِْنَِْْيَاءِِخَُُّّواِبثَِلًَثِِخََِّاِروضةِالواعظينِقاَلَِأبَوُِالَْْسَنِِمُوسَىِع ََ ِوَِِِ َِ لٍِالسُّقْمِِفِِِالِْبَْدَا
ِوَِالْفَقْرِ. َِ ِخَوْفِِالسُّلْطاَ

(The book) ‘Rowzat Al Waizeen’ –  

                                                      
21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 a 
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 o 
23 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 49 
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‘Abu Al-Hassan Musa-asws said: ‘The Prophets-as and children of the Prophets-as and followers 
of the Prophets-as have been Specialised with three characteristics – the sickness in the bodies, 
and fear of the ruling authority, and the poverty’’.24 

ِمَةِِثَُُِيَ فْضَحُهُ.مُؤْمِنَةًِأوَِْحَقَرهَُِلفَِقْرهِِِوَِقِلَةِِذَاتِِيدَِهِِشَهَرهَُِالَلُِّيَ وْمَِالْقِيَاِمَنِِاسْتَذَلَِمُؤْمِناًِأوَِِْوَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص

And Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘One who humiliates a Momin or a Momina or belittles him due to 
his poverty and lack of possessions in his hand, Allah-azwj will Publicise him on the Day of 
Qiyamah, then Expose him’’.25 

َُِلَِبنِْهِِ ََِربََكَِوَِربَهَُِوَاحِدٌ.ِوَِقاَلَِلقُْمَا ِثيَِابهِِِفإَِ َِ ِأَحَداًِبِِلُْقَا ََ ِيََِبُنَََِلََِتَُُقِ رَ

And Luqman-as said to his-as son: ‘O my-as son! Do not belittle anyone for the state of his 
clothes, for your Lord-azwj and his Lord-azwj is One-azwj!’’26 

 

Poverty after Affluency: 

بَِّنًَِفَ قُلْتُِلَهُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِِِعدَخَلْتُِعَلَىِالر ضَِاِِكشلمحِرجالِال شيِخَلَفُِبْنُِحَْاَدٍِعَنِْسَهْلٍِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِعُمَرَِالْْلََبِِ ِقاَلَ:
كُِلَهُِحَتََِّاحْتَجِْ ََِالَلَِّتَ عَالََِقَدِْأذَْهَبَِبِذَلِكَ ِيََْتَاجُِِلِيَْنَاتُِكُنَاِأهَْلَِبَ يْتِِعَطِيَةٍِوَِسُرُورٍِوَِنعِْمَةٍِوَِِِ ََ كَِا  ِِِلََِمَنْ

(The book) ‘Rijal’ of Al Kashy –  

I entered to see Al-Reza-asws at Mina. I said to him-asws, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws! We are 
people of a household of giving, and happiness, and bounties, and Allah-azwj the Exalted has 
Done away with that, all of it, to the extent that I am needy to the one who was need to us!’ 

 فَ قَالَِلَِيََِأَحَْْدُِمَاِأَحْسَنَِحَالَكَِيََِأَحَْْدَِبْنَِعُمَرَِ

He-asws said to me: ‘O Ahmad! How excellent is your state, O Ahmad Bin Umar!’ 

 فَ قُلْتُِلَهُِجُعِلْتُِفِدَاكَِحَالَِمَاِأَخْبَْتُْكَِ

I said to him-asws, ‘May I be sacrificed for you-asws! My state is what I have informed you!’ 

نْ يَاِمَِلُْوَِ ِوَِلَكَِالدُّ ََ  هَْاًِةًِذَِفَ قَالَِلَِيََِأَحَْْدُِأَِيَسُرُّكَِأنََكَِعَلَىِبَ عْضِِمَاِعَلَيْهِِهَؤُلََءِِالََْْْارُو

He-asws said to me: ‘O Ahmad! Would it make you happy to be upon some of what these tyrants 
are upon, and for you would be the world filled with gold?’ 

                                                      
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 a 
25 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 c 
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 i 
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 فَ قُلْتُِلََِوَِاللَِِّيََِابْنَِرَسُولِِاللَِِّفَضَحِكَِ

I said, ‘No, by Allah-azwj, O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww!’ 

ِءِِالَِْرْضِِذَهَْاًِأَِلََِأبَُشِ رُكَِِخَلَفٍِفَمَنِْأَحْسَنُِحَالًَِمِنْكَِوَِبيَِدِكَِصِنَاعَةٌِلََِتَِْيعُهَاِبَِّلِْثَُُِقاَلَِتَ رْجِعُِمِنِْهَاهُنَاِِِلََِ

Then he-asws said: ‘Return from over here to behind. Who is of a more excellent state than you 
are, and in your hand is product you will not sell it for the earth full of gold? Shall I give you 
glad tidings?’  

 قُ لْتُِنَ عَمِْفَ قَدِْسَرَنَِِالَلُِّبِكَِوَِبِِبَِئِكَِ

I said, ‘Yes. Allah-azwj has Made me happy through you-asws and your-asws forefathers-asws!’’ 

مُاِعِفِِِقَ وْلِِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِفَ قَالَِلَِأبَوُِجَعْفَرٍِ َْ كَِنْزٌِ ِتَُْتَهُ ََ كِا بٌِبِسْمِِاللَِِّالرَحَْْنِِالرَحِيمِِلََِِلِهََِِِلََِالَلُِّلَوْحٌِمِنِْذَهَبٍِفِيهِِمَْ تُوِِوَ
كَِيْفَِيَ فْرحَُِوَِمَنِْيَ رَِ هََاِبِِهَْلِهَامَُُمَدٌِرَسُولُِاللَِِّعَجِْْتُِلِمَنِْأيَْ قَنَِبِِلْمَوْتِ نْ يَاِوَِتَ بَ ُّ كَيْفَِيَ ركَْنُِِلِيَْهَاِوَِيَ نَْْبِيِلِمَنِْعَقَلَِعَنِِِِىِالدُّ

ِلََِيَسْتَْْطِئَِالَلَِّفِِرزِْقِهِِوَِلََِيَ تَهِمَهُِفِِقَضَائهِِِ َْ  اللَِِّأَ

Abu Ja’far-asws said to me-asws regarding Words of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic: and beneath 
it was a treasure for them, [18:82], was a tablet of gold wherein was written: “In the Name 
of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. There is no god except Allah-azwj, Muhammad-saww is 
a Rasool-saww of Allah-azwj. I am surprised at the one certain of death how he is rejoicing, and 
one who sees the world and changing (replacements) of its people how he inclines to it, and 
it is befitting for the one using intellect about Allah-azwj if Allah-azwj were to Delay in his 
sustenance that he should not accuse Him-azwj regarding His-azwj Decree!” 

 ثَُُِقاَلَِرَضِيتَِيََِأَحَْْدُِ

Then he-asws said: ‘Are you satisfied, O Ahmad?’ 

ِ.قاَلَِقُ لْتُِعَنِِاللَِِّتَ عَالََِوَِعَنُْ مِْأهَْلَِالَْْيْتِِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘(Satisfied) from Allah-azwj the Exalted and from you-asws all, 
People-asws of the Household’’.27 

 

                                                      
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 56 



‘Poverty and Sufficiency       www.hubeali.com 

Page 14 of 19 

The poor and the sufficiency: 

مِلَِللِْحِسَابِِوَِقنَِعَِالْفَقْرُِيُُْرِسُِالْفَطِنَِعَنِْحُجَتِهِِوَِالْمُقِلُِّغَريِبٌِفِِِبَ لَدِهِِطوُبََِلِمَنِْذكََرَِالْمَعَادَِوَِعَِِوَِقاَلَِأمَُِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِع
 بِِلَْ فَافِِ

And Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The poverty mutes the intelligent one from his argument, 
and the destitute is a stranger in his own city. Beatitude is for one who remembers the 
Hereafter and works for the Reckoning and is contented with the sufficient! 

ِمَاِأَحْسَنَِتَ وَاضُعَِالَِْغْنِيَاءِِللِْفُقَراَءِِطلََْاًِلِمَاِلْفَقْرُِالْمَوْتُِالَِْكْبَُِْالْبِنََِفِِالْبُرْبةَِِوَطَنٌِوَِالْفَقْرُِفِِِالْوَطَنِِغُرْبةٌَِالْقَنَاعَةُِمَالٌِلََِيَ نْفَدُِا
ِعِنْدَِاللَِِّوَِأَحْسَنُِمِنْهُِتيِهُِالْفُقَراَءِِعَلَىِالَِْغْنِيَاءِِاتِ َ الًَِعَلَىِاللَِّ.

(Being with) the riches in the strange land is (like one is in) a homeland, and (being with) the 
poverty in the homeland is (like one is in) a strange land. The contentedness is a wealth not 
to deplete. The poverty is the greatest death. How excellent is the humbleness of the rich to 
the poor ones seeking what is in the Presence of Allah-azwj! And more excellent than it is 
wandering of the poor to the rich relying upon Allah-azwj’’.28 

ِاللَهُمَِأَحْيِنَِِمِسِْ يناًِوَِأمَِتْنَِِمِسِْ يناًِوَِاحْشُرْنِِفِِِزُمْرةَِِالْمَسَاكِيِن.ِوَِقاَلَِص

And he-saww said: ‘O Allah-azwj! Make me-saww live as poor and Cause me-saww to dies as poor, 
and Resurrect me-saww in the group of the poor’’.29 

نْ يَاِيُ رْجِعُهُِِوَِقاَلَِص  ِِذَاِأَحَبَِالَلُِّعَْْداًِفِِدَارِِالدُّ

And he-saww said: ‘When Allah-azwj Loves a servant in the house of the world, Returns him’.  

كَِيْفَِيُ رْجِعُهُِ  قاَلُواِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّوَ

They said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! And how does He-azwj Return him?’ 

دُِالطعََامَِمَاِيَمْلََُِبهِِِبطَْنَهُ.قاَلَِفِِِمَوْضِعِِالطعََامِِالرَخِيصِِوَِالَْْْ ِِالَْ ثِِ ِوَلَُِّاللَِِّ ِلََِيََِ

He-saww said: ‘In the place of food, the cheap and much goodness. A friend of Allah-azwj will not 
find food what he can fill his belly with’’30 

ِوَِالرَحْْةَُِنََزلَِةٌِعَلَىِالرُّحَْاَءِِوَِالَلُِّراَضٍِعَنِِالَِْسْخِيَاءِ.ِأبَْ وَابُِالْْنََةِِمُفَتَحَةٌِعَلَىِالْفُقَراَءِِِوَِقاَلَِص

                                                      
28 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 b 
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 d 
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 e 
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And he-saww said: ‘The doors of Paradise are open to the poor and the Mercy descends upon 
the Mercy, and Allah-azwj is Satisfied from the generous ones’’.31 

 

Poverty is the most difficult from the trials: 

تَلَيْتُكَِبِِلْفَقْرِِوَِرَفَ عْتُِعَنْكَِالََّبَِْْب ِْأوَْحَىِالَلُِّتَ عَالََِِِلََِِبِْ راَهِيمَِعِفَ قَالَِيََِِبِْ راَهِيمُِخَلَقْتُكَِوَِابْ تَلَيْتُكَِبنَِارِِنَُّرُْودَِفَ لَوِِاِقاَلَِالنَبُِِّص
 فَمَاِتََّْنَعُِ

The Prophet-saww said: ‘Allah-azwj the Exalted Revealed to Ibrahim-as. He-azwj Said: “O Ibrahim-as! 
I-azwj Created you-as and Tried you-as with the fire of Nimrod-la. If I-azwj were to Try you with the 
poverty and Raise the patience away from you-as, what would you-as do?’ 

ِالْفَقْرُِأَشَدُِِِّلَََِمِنِْنََرِِنَُّرُْودَِ  قاَلَِِبِْ راَهِيمُِيََِرَبِ 

Ibrahim-as said: ‘O Lord-azwj! The poverty is severer to me-as than the fire of Nimrod-la’.  

 أَشَدَِمِنَِالْفَقْرِِِقاَلَِالَلُِّفَِْعِزَتِِوَِجَلًَلَِمَاِخَلَقْتُِفِِالسَمَاءِِوَِالَِْرْضِِ

Allah-azwj Said: ‘By My-azwj Might and My-azwj Majesty! I-saww have not Created in the sky and the 
earth anything severer than the poverty!” 

ِمَنِْأطَْعَمَِجَائعِاًِفَمَاِجَزاَؤُهُِ  قاَلَِيََِرَبِ 

He-as said: ‘O Lord-azwj! One who feeds a hungry one, what will be his Recompense?’  

ِالسَمَاءِِوَِالَِْرْضِ. ِذُنوُبهُُِيَمْلََُِمَاِبَيْنَ ََ كَِا َْ ِوَِِِ َُ ِقاَلَِجَزاَؤُهُِالْبُفْراَ

He-azwj Said: “His Recompense is the Forgiveness, and even if his sins were to fill up what is 
between the sky and the earth!”’32 

كُِفْراًِِوَِقاَلَِص َُ كَِادَِالْفَقْرُِيَُ و ِعَلَىِفُ قَراَءِِأمَُتِِ  لَوِْلََِرَحْْةَُِرَبِِ 

And he-saww said: ‘Had it not been for the Mercy of my-saww Lord-azwj upon the poor ones of my-

saww community, the poverty would almost be Kufr!’ 

مُؤْمِنٍِفَقٍِ ِيََّْبُِْعَلَىِفَ قْرهِِِ  فَ قَامَِرَجُلٌِمِنَِالََّحَابةَِِفَ قَالَِيََِرَسُولَِاللَِِّفَمَاِجَزاَءُِ

                                                      
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 57 f 
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 c 
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A man from the companions stood up. He said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! What is the Recompense 
of a poor Momin being patient upon his poverty?’ 

كَِمَاِيَ نْظرُُِأهَْلُِالَِِْ ِفِِِالْْنََةِِغُرْفةًَِمِنِْيََقُوتةٍَِحَْْراَءَِيَ نْظرُُِأهَْلُِالْْنََةِِِلِيَْهَا ََ ِنَُُومِِالسَمَاءِِلََِيدَْخُلُِفِيهَاِِِلََِنَبِفِفَقٌِ ِأوَِْرْضِِِِلََِقاَلَِِِ
ِفَقٌِ ِأوَِْمُؤْمِنٌِفَقٌِ .ِشَهِيدٌِ

He-saww said: ‘In the Paradise there is a chamber of red ruby. The people of Paradise will look 
at it like what the people of earth look at stars of the sky. No one will enter into it except a 
poor Prophet-saww, or a poor martyr, or a poor Momin’’.33 

 

Allah-azwj’s Kindness to the poor in the Hereafter: 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ: ِلََِنَبٍِ ِمُرْسَلٍِِِلََِِِلََِفُ قَراَءِِشِيعَتِنَاِوَِالَلُِّمَاِاعْتَذَرَِِِلََِمَلَكٍِمُقَرَبٍِوَِِالتمحيصِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِخَالِدٍِالْبَْقِْيِ 
كَِيْفَِيَ عْتَذِرُِِِليَْهِمِْ  قِيلَِلَهُِوَ

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ – from Muhammad Bin Khalid Al Barqy,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘And Allah-azwj will neither Apologise to an Angel of 
Proximity nor a Messenger Prophet-as, except to the poor of our-asws Shias!’ It was said to him-

asws, ‘And how will He-azwj Apologise to them?’ 

ِفَ يَقُولُِوَِعِزَتِِوَِجَلًَلَِقاَلَِيُ نَادِ ِمُنَادٍِأيَْنَِفُ قَراَءُِالْمُِ مُُِالرَبُّ َْ ِوَِعُلُوِ  ِوَِآلََئِيِوَِارْتفَِاعِِؤْمِنِيَنِفَ يَقُومُِعُنُقٌِمِنَِالناَسِِفَ يَتَجَلَىِ
نْ يَاِهَوَانًَِبُِ مِْعَلَيَِوَِلَِ نِْذَخَرْتهُُِلَ ُِ ذََاِامََ انِِمَاِحََْسْتُِعَنُْ مِْشَهَوَاتُِ مِْفِِدَارِِالدُّ  لْيَوْمِِمِِْْ

He-asws said: ‘A caller will call out: ‘Where are the poor Momineen!’ Necks from the people 
will stand up. The Lord-azwj will Flash at them. He-azwj will Say: “By My-azwj Might and My-azwj 
Majesty, and My-azwj Exaltedness, and My-azwj Highness and Loftiness of My-azwj Position! I-azwj 
did not Withhold from you your desires in the house of the world due to insignificance of you 
all to Me-azwj, but I-azwj have Hoarded for you all for this Day!” 

قُومُواِالْيَوْمَِوَِتَََّفَحُواِوُجُوهَِخَلًَئقِِيِفَمَنِْأَِمَاِتَ رَىِقَ وْلَهُِمَاِحََْسْتُِ نْ يَاِاعْتِذَاراًِ وَجَدْتُُِْلَهُِعَلَيُْ مِْمِنَةًِِعَنُْ مِْشَهَوَاتُِ مِْفِِِدَارِِالدُّ
ِبِِلْْنََةِ. ِبِشَرْبةٍَِمِنِْمَاءٍِفََ افُوهُِعَنَِ 

Don’t you see His-azwj Words: “I-azwj did not Withhold from you your desires in the world”, is 
an apology? (He-azwj will Say): “Stand and browse the faces of My-azwj creatures. The one you 
find having a conferment for him upon you, (even if it was) a drink of water, suffice him with 
the Paradise on My-azwj behalf!”’34 

                                                      
33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 58 d 
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 66 a 
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Prayers for Sufficiency and the Rewards from Allah-azwj: 

ِارْزقُْنَِِحَِِالتمحيصِعَنِْأَبِِبٍََِّ ِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ: ََِالْعَْْدَِالْمُؤْمِنَِالْفَقَِ ِليََقُولُِيََِرَبِ  كَِذَاِمِنَِالْبِْ ِوَِوُجُوهِِِِ كَِذَاِوَ تََِّأفَْ عَلَ
ََِالَلَِّوَِ كَِتَبَِلَهُِمِنَِالَِْجْرِِمِثْلَِمَاِيَْ تُُْهُِلَوِْعَمِلَهُِِِ كَِريٌِم.اسِِالَْْْ ِِفإَِذَاِعَلِمَِالَلُِّذَلِكَِمِنْهُ ِعٌ

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ – from Abu Baseer,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The poor Momin servant tends to say, ‘O Lord-azwj! Grace 
me until I do such and such from the righteousness and aspects of good!’ When Allah-azwj 
Knows that being from him, He-azwj Writes for him from the Recompense like what He-azwj 
would have Written had he done so. Allah-azwj is Capaciously Benevolent’’.35 

ْْتُِرأَْسَِالَْ افِرِِبعََِِّابةٍَِمِنِْيَ قُولُِالَلُِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِلَوِْلََِعَْْدَِ ِالْمُؤْمِنُِلَعَََِِّالتمحيصِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص
ِجَوْهَرٍ.

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ –  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic 
Says: ‘Had it not been for My-azwj Momin servant (that it would grieve him), I-azwj would have 
Wrapped the head of the Kafir with a wrapping of jewels!”’36 

يعَةِِعَلَىِاللَِِّفِِطلََبِِلَوِْلََِِِلَِِْْمُصلمحِالتمحيصِعَنِِالْمُفَضَلِِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَْْدِِاللَِِّع ِالر زِْقِِلنََقَلَهُمِْمِنَِالْْاَلِِالَتِِِهُمِْاحُِهَذِهِِالشِ 
ِعَلَيْهَاِِِلََِمَاِهُوَِأَضْيَقُ.

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ – from Al Mufazzal who said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Had it not been for the persistence of these Shias upon Allah-azwj in 
seeking the sustenance, they would have been transferred from the state which they are in 
to what is even more restrictive than it’’.37 

ِقاَلَِقاَلَِأبَوُِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعمُصلمحِالتمحيصِعَنِْعَْْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِسِنَا ِآخِرَِالْفَقْرُِأزَْينَُِعَلَىِالْمُؤْمِنِِمِنَِالْعِذَاٍَِ ََ ِالْفَرَسِِوَِِِ رِِعَلَىِخَدِ 
نْ يَا. َُِوَِذَلِكَِلِمَاِأعُْطِيَِمِنَِالدُّ ِالِْنَِْْيَاءِِدُخُولًَِِِلََِالْْنََةِِسُلَيْمَا

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ – from Abdullah Bin Sinan who said,  

                                                      
35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 68 
36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 69 
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 75 
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‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘The poverty is more adorning upon the Momin than the bridle is upon 
the cheek of the horse, and the last of the Prophets-as to enter the Paradise will be Suleyman-

as, and that is due to what he-as had been Given from the world’’.38 

خَْ اًِمِنْهُِمَاِسَدَِالَلُِّعَلَىِمُؤْمِنٍِبَِبَِرزِْقٍِِِلََِفَ تَحَِاللَُِِّمُصلمحِالتمحيصِعَنِِابْنِِدَراَجٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعِقاَلَ:  ِلَهُِ

(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ – from Ibn Darraj,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Allah-azwj does not Close a door of sustenance upon a 
Momin except Allah-azwj Opens for him one better than it’.  

ِأقََلَِفَ هُوَِخَْ ٌِ ََ كَِا َْ ِهُ.لَِقاَلَِابْنُِأَبِِعُمَْ ٍِليَْسَِيَ عْنَِِبَِِْ ٍِمِنْهُِأَكْثرََِمِنْهُِوَِلَِ نِْيَ عْنَِِِِ

Ibn Abu Umeyr said, ‘He-asws didn’t mean ‘better than it’ as being more than it, but he-asws 
meant that it would be less, so it is better for him’’.39 

Some additional Ahadith on poverty are cited in Appendix. 

  

                                                      
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 76 
39 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 77 
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APPENDIX  

Miscellaneous Ahadith on Poverty 

بِِلََّبِْْ.ِالتمحيصِعَنِْأمَِِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِعِقاَلَ: ِبِِلْعَقْلِِوَِوكُِلَِالَْْلًَءُِ َُ ِوكُِلَِالر زِْقُِبِِلْْمُْقِِوَِوكُِلَِالْْرِْمَا
(The book) ‘Al Tamhees’ –  

‘From Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: ‘The sustenance is allocated with the foolishness, 
and the deprivation is allocated with the intellect, and the affliction is allocated with the 
patience’’.40 

ِ.لْدَتهِِِالْفَقْرُِيُُْرِسُِالْفَطِنَِعَنِْحُجَتِهِِوَِالْمُقِلُِّغَريِبٌِفِِب َِِوَِقاَلَِع
And he-asws said: ‘The poverty mutes the intelligent from his argument, and the destitute is a 
stranger in his own city’’.41 

.ِعِدَةُِالدَاعِيِقاَلَِأمَُِ ِالْمُؤْمِنِيَنِع َِ خْوَا ِوَِتََلَُّقِِالِْْ َِ ِوَِجَوْرِِالسُّلْطاَ َِ ِالْفَقْرُِخَْ ٌِللِْمُؤْمِنِِمِنِْحَسَدِِالِْْ اَ
(The book) ‘Iddat Al Daie’ –  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The poverty is better for the Momineen than envy of the 
neighbours, and tyranny of the ruler, and flattery of the brethren’’.42 

الْفَقْرُِخَْ ٌِمِنَِِئهِِِعِقاَلَِقاَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصآبَِِِوَِمِنْهُِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَْْدِِاللَِِّعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِِِسْْاَعِيلَِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعَنِْ
ِالْبِنََِِِلََِمَنِْحََْلَِفِِِمَبْرَمٍِوَِأعَْطَىِفِِنََئَِْةٍ.

And from him, from Muhammad Bin Abdullah, from Muhammad Bin Muhammad, from Musa Bin Ismail,  

‘From his father-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘The 
poverty is better than the riches except one loaded in creditors (debts) and gives in a 
disaster’’.43 

ِالْفَقْرُِفَ قْرُِالْقَلْبِ.ِوَِقاَلَِص
And he-saww said: ‘The poverty is poverty of the heart’’.44 

 الْفَقْرُِراَحَةٌ.ِوَِقاَلَِص
And he-saww said: ‘The poverty is a comfort’’.45 

                                                      
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 62 
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 83 b 
42 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 85 a 
43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 c 
44 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 d 
45 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 94 H 86 e 


