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Abbreviations:

saww: - Sal lal la ho Allay hay Wa Aal lay he Wasallam
azwj: - Az Za Wa Jalla

asws: - Allay hay Salawat Wass Salam

AJFJ: Ajal Allah hey wa Fara Jaak

ra: - Razi Allah™"

La: - Laan Allah®"
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In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®*" Lord®" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®*®*"" and his***" Purified Progeny***, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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‘Rizg (Sustenance) — How to Acquire it’

Summary:

Earning livelihood is essential in order to maintain a decent living and perform our social and
religious duties. Some Ahadith are presented here related to ‘Rizq’ (sustenance/livelihood).
We start with a beautiful Hadith of Rasool Allah®**":
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Abu Abd Allah from his father from abu al-Bakhtariy in
a marfu' manner who has said:

‘Rasool Allah®"" has said: ‘O Allah®*, Grant us blessings with our loaves of bread and do
not take them away from us. Without bread we neither are able to perform Salat or fast,
nor can we perform our obligations toward our Lord’.!

These days, a believer will find it difficult to acquire livelihood, so he/she will only manage
to acquire the bare minimum, as also predicted by Rasool Allah**"":
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Abu Abdullah®"* has reported that ‘Rasool-Allah®*"" said: ‘There would be coming such a
time period upon the people that they would not be attaining a kingdom except by the
killing and the tyranny, nor (attaining) riches except by the usurpation and the stinginess,
nor the love except by the removal of the Religion and following of the personal desires.

! Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8324, Ch. 3, h, 13
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So the one who comes across that time period, and he observes patience upon the poverty
despite being able upon the riches, and observes patience upon the hatred despite being
able upon the love, and observes patience upon the humiliation despite being able upon the
honour, Allah®" would Give him the Rewards of fifty truthful ones from the ones who
ratified me®"" 2

Allah®™ always Helps the devout believers, if they are sincerely worshiping, in winning the
rizq:
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Abu Abdullah®™"* has said: ‘it is written in the Torah: ‘O son of Adam®! Free yourself for
My** worship, 17" shall Fill your heart with riches and will not Fatigue you to your seeking
(sustenance), and it would be upon Me®™ to Aim to excel you and fill your heart with fear
from Me®™ and that if you don’t free yourself for My*** worship, 17 shall Fill your heart
with a pre-occupation with the world, then 1°*/ will not Excel you and will Exhaust you to
the seeking (of the livelihood)’.?

Introduction:

Rizq (sustenance/livelihood/income) finds it owner, as we will see from Ahadith. It is
difficult, under most circumstances, to predict from where and when Rizq will come and
where it will be spent. We present some Ahadith on various aspects of interest on acquiring
Rizq.

czdgme (3 G 51331 Bls) sl slajl LIS 1 06 5L s wis,

Imam Sadig®"*

provide for his living expenses will (also) increase (correspondingly).

said: “As a servant's degree of Eman (belief) increases, his difficulties to
II4

2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 47 H 12
* Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 42 H 1
* MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR AL-AKHBAR, H. 637
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Rizq is not only a Worldly Income but also Gains for the
Spiritual Elevation:

Rizq is generally related to the worldly income but it is more important to relate it to the
religious gains as per the above Hadith, so that our spiritual level is elevated for the best
rewards and recompensed in the Hereafter.

eyl w5 et G 38 S8 G e 2 A B g e e ol F R 0 0 A2
(Ol e ) bt ol Y5 3 JO TS B2 T 06 (583 20 (o531 25 5 75 3 3 4 J35 3 (2L

Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic:

asws

And whoever ignores My Guidance will live a woeful life [20:124]. He™™ said: ‘It Means

ignoring the Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"*.
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‘and We will Resurrect him on the Day of Judgement, blind [20:124]." He*"* said: ‘It Means
blind of vision in the Hereafter, and blind of the heart in the world from the Wilayah of Amir
Al-Momineen®"*. And he would be confused on the Day of Judgment.

[20:125] He shall say: Lord! Why have You Resurrected me blind and | was a seeing one
beforehand? [20:126] He will say: Even so, Our Signs came to you. The Signs are the
Imams®"*, but you forgot them; even thus shall you be Forsaken this Day. He**"* said: You
forgot, meaning neglected them®"*, and similarly you will be neglected in the Fire just as
you neglected the Imams*"*. So you did not obey their®" orders and did not listen to
their®"* speech’.

) G el Vg 3 25 55 J6 a5 G818V QI 5 55 oL el ] 5 Sl 2 o2 SIS 5 28
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| said, ‘[20:127] And thus do We Recompense him who is extravagant and does not believe
in the Signs of his Lord, and the Punishment of the Hereafter is severer and more lasting’.
He®" said: ‘It Means the one who associates with the Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"*
someone else and does not believe in the Signs of his Lord®®", and deliberately neglects the
Imams®"*. So he neither follows their®*"* Ahadith, nor acknowledges their®*"* Wilayah’.
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| said, ‘[42:19] Allah is Gentle to His servants; He Gives sustenance to whom He Desires to’.
He®™"* said: ‘Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"*. | said, ‘[42:20] Whoever desires the gain of
the Hereafter'. He®"* said: ‘Recognition of Amir Al-Momineen®*"* and the Imams*"*, We
will give him more of that gain. He®"* said: ‘We*™" shall Increase him from it’. He*"* said:
‘He would be fulfilled his share from their™"* government. and whoever desires the gain of
this world, We give him of it, and in the Hereafter he has no portion. He*"* said: ‘There
wouldn’t be a share for him, in the government of the truth along with Al-Qaim®"“* >

The Mystery of Rizq and its Distribution:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"?,

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™"* having said: ‘It is from the correctness of the
conviction, the personality of the Muslim that he does not please the people by Angering
Allah®®" and does not accuse them upon what Allah®*" did not Give him, for his sustenance
is neither ushered by the greed not the greedy one, nor is it repelled by the dislike of the
dislike; and if one of you were to flee from his sustenance just as he flees from the death,
his sustenance would come across him just as he would come across the death’.

Clsnd 3 83N 3 O 5 el das 5 U 5 ol G B g g das ks 5 i A By DG F
Then he®™"* said: ‘Allah™", by His** Justice and His**" Fairness, Made the spirit and the rest

to be in the conviction and the pleasure, and Made the worries and the grief to be in the
doubt and the anger’.6

> Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 108 H 92
® Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 31 H 2
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®*®"* having said: ‘Rasool-Allah®®"" addressed (the
people) during the farewell Hajj, so he*®" said: ‘O you people! By Allah®*"l There is none
from the things which brings you closer to the Paradise and distance you from the Fire
except that I*®"" have ordered you with it; and there is none from a thing which brings you
closer to the Fire and distances you from the Paradise, except that I°*"" have forbidden you
from it.

Indeed! And the trustworthy spirit (Jibraeel®) blew into my**"" person that not a soul would

be dying until its sustenance is completed. Therefore, fear Allah®™ and be vigorous in the
seeking (of the livelihood), and not one of you should bear indolence for anything from the
sustenance if he seeks it without its Permissibility, for whatever is in the Presence of
Allah® cannot be realised except being in His®*" obedience’.’

Sustenance is Restricted for a Believer:
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* said: ‘Had it not been for the pleading of the Momineen to Allah®™
regarding seeking of the sustenance, He*”" would have Transferred them from a state which
they were in to a state more constricted than it’.?
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’ Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 36 H 2
8 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 107 H 5
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(It has been narrated) from Shuayb, from Abu Abdulla , that he went over to him
alone and he said, ‘May Allah®™" Keep you®™"* well! | am a man who has been cut-off to
you™"* due to my cordiality and | have been hit by a severe need. | had approached with
that to my family and my people but that did not increase me from them except for the
distance’. He™"* said: ‘So whatever Allah®* has Given you is better than what He®®" has
Taken from you’.

P
v
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He said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®™"*! Supplicate for me that He®*" Makes me to be
needless from His™ creatures’. He®"* said: ‘Allah®*" Distributes sustenance to whoever
He®*™" so Desires to, upon the hands of the ones whom He®** so Desires to. But, ask Allah®™"!
that He®™ Makes you to be self-sufficient from the needs which are making you desperate
to the ignoble ones of His**"! creatures’.’

- /'//
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘A supplication of the man from his brother in his absence would
cause the sustenance to flow and repel misfortunes’. 10

Sustenance is Veiled:
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% Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 108 H 1
1% Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH30H 2
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‘Rasool-Allah®™"" said: ‘The hands are three — The Hand of Allah®* being the upper one, and
the hand of the giver is what follows it, and the hand of the recipient being the lowest of the
hands. Therefore, refrain from the begging to the extent of your ability. The sustenance is
behind a veil, so the one who so desires to would veil his shame and take his sustenance,
and the one who so desires to would tear down the veil and take his sustenance.

By the One in Whose Hand is my*®"" soul, if one of you were to take a rope, then (this
person) would enter a land of this valley, where he would collect firewood until its (rope’s)
ends do not meet, then he enters the market with it, so he sells it for a handful of dates, and
he takes a third of it, and gives in charity with two thirds of it, it would be better for him,

than if he were to ask the people who would either give him or prevent him’.*!
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic Made the sustenance of

the believers from where they are not reckoning, and in the case of a servant, when he does

not know the direction of his sustenance, would supplicate frequently for it’.*?

The ‘Permissible’ and ‘Extensive’ Sustenance:
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‘| said to Abu Al-Hassan®"*, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! Supplicate to Allah®™* Mighty
and Majestic that He™ should Grace me the Permissible sustenance’. So he®"* said: ‘Do
you know what is the Permissible (sustenance)?’ So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"!
(That) which is with the goodly earnings’. So he®"* said: ‘Ali**"* Bin Al-Husayn®"* was saying:
‘The Permissible livelihood is the food of the ‘Chosen Ones’ (only the Prophets® and the

Imams™), but say, ‘l ask You®™ from the extensive sustenance’.™

wid e e g B e 008 a5 s g A e e B T e E g
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! Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakaat Ch 64 H 3
12 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 8 H 4
3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 14 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®** the 2™ having said: ‘Abu Ja’far®"* looked at a
man and he was saying, ‘O Allah®™¥! | ask You™" of the Permissible sustenance’. So Abu
Ja’far®"* said: ‘You ask for the food of the Prophets®™. Say, ‘O Allah®™¥! | ask You®" for
extensive goodly sustenance from Your®" sustenances’.*

One Must Never Seize Buying:
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‘Abu Al-Khatab, before he was spoiled, used to carry the questions of our companions, and

come back with their answers, (he) reported from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘Buy, even

though it may be expensive, as the sustenance descends for the buyer (when he spends)’.*

Never Belittle Small Gains (from a business or a small job):

(e y Dt o i 06 s 5 Bl 2 5 05 i o 022 18 g o ol 05 0 03 e

S5 I} deels EUS O G a5 25 5] G0 e S OOt ) s BB 07 G i b e ok
SN e 5

‘I heard Abu Abdullah®™"* saying: ‘The one who seeks the little sustenance, that would be
inviting him towards a lot (a bigger amount) of the sustenance; (and the one who neglects a

% Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 14 H 2
!> Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 53 H 13
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little (sale/project/income) from the sustenance, that would be inviting him to the going

away of a lot of the sustenance)’.*®

Rizq is 9 out 10 Parts in the Business:
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Abu Abdullah®™"* has said: ‘The partisans came over to Amir Al-Momineen®"*, so they said,
‘We complain to you®"* of these Arabs. Rasool-Allah*®"" would give us the gifts along with
them with the equality, and he®®"" got Salman®, and Bilal, and Suhayb married, and they are
refusing upon us, and they are saying, We will not do it’.
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So Amir Al-Momineen went to them and he spoke among them. So the Bedouins
shouted, ‘We refuse that, O Abu Al-Hassan®"°! We refuse that’. So he®"* went out and
he®"* was angered with his**"* cloak dragging, and he®"* was saying: ‘O group of partisans!
They have considered you at the status of the Jews and the Christians. They are getting
married to you (your daughters), but they are not marrying (their daughters) to you, and
they are not giving you the like of what they are taking. Therefore, do business! Allah®* will
Bless for you, for 1*** have heard Rasool-Allah®**"" saying: ‘The sustenance is of ten parts.

Nine parts are in the business and one is in something else’.t’

Marriage Expands Sustenance:
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'8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 156 H 29
7 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 156 H 58
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* having said: ‘A man came over to the
Prophet™®"", so he complained to him**"" of the destitution (lack of resources), so he**""
said: ‘Get married’. So he got married, and it (sustenance) was expanded upon him’.*®

The Sustenance of the Less Clever is Extended:
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®™"** saying that Allah®™" the Exalted has Expanded in the sustenances
of the stupid ones in order for the intellectuals to learn a lesson, and they would know that
the world and whatever is in it, cannot be achieved by actions nor means’.*

Charity (Sadaga) Brings in Rizq:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan®"* having said: ‘Cause the sustenance to descend
by the charity’.?°
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* said to Muhammad, his*"* son: ‘O my®*"* son! How much excess is there
with you from those expenses?’ He said, ‘Forty Dinars’. He®"* said: ‘Bring it out and give

'8 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Marriage Ch 10 H 2
9 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 7 H 10
2% Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakaat Ch 52 H 4
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charity with it’. He said, ‘There does not remain with me anything apart from it’. He®*"* said:

‘Give in charity with it, for Allah®" Mighty and Majestic would Replace it. But, do you not
know that for everything there is a key, and a key for the sustenance is the charity,
therefore give charity with it’.
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘Treat your sick ones with the charity and repel the afflictions with
the supplication, and cause the sustenance to descend with the charity. Charity finds its
way through the beards of seven hundred devils, and there is nothing heavier upon the
Satan” than the charity upon the Believer, and it falls into the Hand of the Lord®*" Blessed

and High before it falls into the hand of the servant’.”!

Worshiping Eases the Coming of the Sustenance:
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Abu Abdullah®™"* has said: ‘It is written in the Torah: ‘O son of Adam®! Free yourself for
My** worship, 17 shall Fill your heart with riches and will not Fatigue you to your seeking
(sustenance), and it would be upon Me®™ to Aim to excel you and fill your heart with fear
from Me®™ and that if you don’t free yourself for My** worship, I°*! shall fill your heart
with a pre-occupation with the world, then I°*! will not excel you and will Exhaust you to

the seeking (of the livelihood)’.??

Inviting Believers for Food Brings in Rizq:

oo ) G ST (Dl s )l 22 s 28 0040 3l B 3 JUS ) B e 3 ARE 08 Rl 51 E
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1 Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakaat Ch 48 H 5
22 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 42 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Ja’far®™"*, from his®*"* father®"* that the Prophet™"" said: ‘The
sustenance is quicker to the one who feeds the food than the knife in the hump (of a
camel)’.?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™"* having said: ‘There is no constriction (of
sustenance) nor an extension (of sustenance) except for Allah®™" therein is a Desire, and

Ordainment, and a Trial’.**

Rizq, Misfortune and Sources:
At ab> e g5 b (Sle OSTL 5 (Sins o (Sl 3 0 (ST O

The sustenance that is decided for you will reach you even if you are weak, and you will
never stop the misfortune that is decided for you even if you exert all efforts.

/i -
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Amir-ul-Momineen®"* said:” He who holds on to the religion through striving in the world

secures his religion but that who earns sustenance through religion loses his religion all
together’. 2

& §u7~;;T569jjg¢L»Jiii’ff)lj‘yfgf(;_f ;ij r{,\;u/:@y ‘““u;::
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad from has narrated from Ali ibn al-Nu’man from ‘Amr ibn Shamir from Jabir who has

narrated the following from Abu Ja'far®™™*:

‘Abu Ja’far®™"* has said that the Rasool Allah®***" has said: ‘I have not left anything that can
take you closer to Paradise or keep you away from Hellfire but that I°** have informed you

** Al Kafi — V 4 — The Book of Zakat Ch 79 H 10 .
** Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Tawheed (Oneness of Allah®) CH 27 H 1
*> Mastadrak ul Wasail, vol. 12, ch. 6, h. 52 ol G el o2 L =52 6 12 Bl
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of all such matters. You must take notice that the Holy Spirit* has inspired my*""

understanding and has told me that a soul does not die until it completes (depleting) its
sustenance (Rizq). You must maintain piety before Allah®™" and work for your (earning)
living painstakingly. Certain delays in reaching of sustenance (Rizq) must not take you to find
sustenance by means of disobedience to Allah®™", what is with Allah®™" can be achieved only
by means of obedience to Him®**" .2
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Abu Abd Allah from ibn Faddal from those whom has
mentioned (in his book) the following from Abu’ Abd Allah®"*:

Abu Abd Allah®*"* has said: “You live in a period of time that is depleting continuously and
(was made available to you) in calculated days. Death comes suddenly. Whoever sows
goodness will harvest what is very much sought after. Whoever sows evil will harvest regret.
Every farmer finds what he has planted. The sustenance of the slow-moving ones among
you will not move ahead of him and the greedy will not achieve what is not assigned for
him. Whoever does good, Allah®™" Grants him good and whoever safeguards against evil,
Allah®* protects him’.?’

S & 5 e \)tw ;ij@;}@’,:jﬁ;&md f\j}gdij\ymiyﬁ.ﬁgs;g;g
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his father from ibn abu 'Umayr from Hiaasen ibn 'Atiyah from '‘Umar ibn
Yazid who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®*"* has said: ‘Do you think the sustenance of a man who stays in his home

and closes his door, his sustenance will not fall from the sky?’28
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Salih ibn al-Sindiy from Ja'far ibn Bashir from. Umar ibn abu Ziyad from Ishaq
ibn 'Ammar who has said the following:

‘Abu’ Abd Allah®™"* has said that Allah®* has Created the creatures and with them He®™ has
Created their sustenance of the lawful and beautiful kind. If anyone acquires a certain

%% Al-Kafi, Vol. 5, H. 8366.
%7 Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, H. 3024
?® Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8344, Ch.5,h,2 78: -5 o
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amount of unlawful sustenance, then the same (amount) is deducted from his lawful
sustenance’.”
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Harun ibn Muslim from Mas'adah ibn Saclagah who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®*"* once wrote to one of his companions the following: ‘You must not
excessively argue with the scholars, you must not verbally quarrel with the dimwitted ones;
the scholars will hate you and the dimwitted ones will abuse you. You must not be lazy in
the wor3l(<) for your sustenance; you will become a burden on the others or a burden on your
family’.
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Muhammad from ibn Faddal from Ali ibn Shajarah
from Bashir al-Nabbal who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said: ‘When you (in a business) find sustenance in a certain item then
you must continue with it’.*!

A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from al-Haytham ibn abu Masruq al-Nahdiy from
Musa ibn 'Umar ibn Bazi' who has said:

‘I once asked Al-Reza®"*, saying: 'l pray to Allah®®" to keep my soul in service for your cause,
people narrate that whenever the Messenger of Allah®*"" walked on a road, he*®"" would
not return from the same path, was this the case? The Imam®"* said: ‘Yes, that is how it was
and very often | also do so and you should also do it." The Imam®"* said: ‘It gives you a
greater chance to increase your sustenance’.?

AV 3 el r G b 3 gl el skl ) i) sl ) i

*® Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8360, Ch. 7, h, 5

%0 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8383, Ch.10, h, 9

*L Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8726, Ch. 67, h, 3

32 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 9349, Ch. 157, h, 41
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(Amir-ul-Momineen®"* says): Sitting in mosques from start of Fajr until sunrise is better for

the acquisition of sustenance rather than running around in the world (to earn wages).*®
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Al-Hussain ibn Mohammed has narrated from' Abd Allah ibn 'Amir from Ali ibn Mahziyar from al-Husayn ibn
Asad from Ja'far ibn Mohammed ibn Yaqgzan in a marfu, manner from the Imam who has said the following:

‘The Imam®"* has said: 'When one completes reciting Azan and sits down, he should say, "O
Allah, make my heart virtuous, my livelihood constant, my sustenance to come continuously
and assign for me a place near the grave of your Prophet®*"" to rest and dwell.’

)//
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Mohammed ibn Yahya has narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed, who from Hammad ibn 'Isa, who from Hariz,
who from Mohammed ibn Muslim, who has said the following:

‘Abu 'Abd Allah®*®"* has said: 'When you sit up straight after the first two Rak'at, say
Tashahhud, then during standing up say, "By the means of Allah and His power | stand up
and sit down.’

Jua&dgmwﬂgm;mﬂmu&wwWj;\;mg;w\ggq%gﬁbsM\bii'@;\si

(Amir-ul-Momineen®"* says): When you finish your prayers, you should raise your hands

upward for supplication and sit straight. lbn Saba asked, “O Amir-ul-Momineen®"*, it is true
that Allah®™" is everywhere, is it not?” “Yes, it is true,” answered Imam Ali****. “Why do we
then raise our hands to the heavens?” wondered Ibn Saba. The Imam®"® answered him by
reciting Allah®*s saying: In the heavens there is your sustenance and (it is) that which you
were promised. We should seek the sustenance from its source. It is that of which Allah®"
promises in the heavens.**
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn Mohammed ibn Khalid from Isma'il ibn Mehran from

Ibrahim ibn abu Raja' who has narrated the following from Abu Abd Allah®"®;

* Ibid
** Al-Khasail, vol. 2, pg. 611 611: -2 Juab
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‘Maintaining good neighbourly relations increases one's sustenance.’*
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from his rather from ibn abu Umayr from Hafs ibn al-Bakhtari who has said the
following:

‘Once | was in the presence of Abu Abd Allah®*"* when a man came in and the Imam®"*

asked me: 'Do you like him?' | said, 'Yes, | like him.' The Imam®"* asked me: ‘How would you
not like him when he is your brother (in belief), your associate in religion, your supporter

against your enemies and Someone®*" other than you Provides his sustenance!’*®

{19:62} Leas 550 6 485, s Ul N) 0 s ez ¥

They shall not hear therein any vain discourse, but only: Salam, and they shall have their
sustenance therein morning and evening.

;;wujég;;%m&y’}wdﬂJutwuhup)wdd\,w\fuuuu@éud;;;:;&;
Mohammed ibn Ali ibn al-Hussain reports with references from Ishaq ibn Ummar:

Imam®"* Al-Sadig™"* said: Sustenance comes from (the skies) in accordance with the
burden of expenses.37
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Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah has narrated from Ahmad ibn abu ‘Abd Allah from Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sayrafiy from
ibn Sinan who has said the following:

‘Abu Abd Allah®"* has said that the Messenger of Allah®**"" has said: ‘Whoever maintains
moderation, Allah®*" Grants him sustenance, but He®™" Deprives one who spends
excessively.'38
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A number of our people have narrated from Sahl ibn Ziyad from Ali ibn Hassan from Musa ibn Bakr who has
said the following:

% Al-Kafi, vol, 2, H. 3739, Ch. 24, h 3

%% Al-Kafi, vol, 2, H. 2035, Ch. 68, h 6

* Wasail ul Shai, H. 21664, originally from Manla Yazar ul Faqih,
% Al-Kafi, vol, 4, H. 6183, Ch. 39, h 12
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‘| heard abu al-Hassan, Musa®"* say: ‘Easing off in spending is half of one’s sustenance, and

with observance of moderation, one does not become poor.’39

Rizq from Unexpected Sources:
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Ali, from Ali Bin Al Husayn, from Muhammad Al Kunary who said:

asws azwj
h

‘It was narrated to us with an unbroken chain going up to Abu Abdulla regarding His
Statement, Mighty is His**" Mention: “[65:2] and whoever is careful of (his duty to) Allah,
He will make for him an outlet [65:3] And He provides for him from (sources) he never
could imagine”. He®*"* said: ‘These are our®"* weak Shiites who do not have the means in
order to take (Hadeeth) it (directly) from us®***. So they hear our®*"* Hadeeth and they try to
accumulate from our®™®"* Knowledge. A (collection of) people who are higher than them,
who spend their wealth, tiring their bodies to the extent that they came up to us®*"*, hear
our®™® Hadeeth and transmit these to them. So these ones preserve them, whilst those
ones waste them. So they are the ones for whom Allah®® Mighty is His***) Mention Makes
an outlet for them and Gives them Sustenance (Hadeeth) from a source which they had not
even considered beforehand.
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And with regards to the Statement of Allah®" Mighty and Majestic: “/88:1] Has not there
come to you the news of the overwhelming calamity?” he®"* said; ‘These are the ones who
have cheated the Imam®"* — up to the Statement of the Mighty and Majestic: “[88:7]
Which will neither nourish nor satisfy hunger”, said: ‘It will neither benefit them, nor free
them from need, nor will it benefit them with the entering (marital relationships), nor free

them from the need of sitting down’.*°
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3 Al-Kafi, vol, 4, H. 6184, Ch. 39, h 13
0 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14649
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‘We mentioned the rich among the Shias, in the presence of Abu Abdullah®"*, and it was as
if he®"* did not like what he®*"* heard from us, with regards to them.
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He®™"* said: ‘O Abu Muhammad! When the Momin is rich, merciful, maintains good
relations, well known amongst his companions, Allah®** Would Give him the recompense
for what he spent in the righteousness, twice, double the Recompense of the weak ones,
because Allah®* Mighty and Majestic is Saying in His**"! Book: And neither your wealth nor
your children would be those drawing you closer in Our Presence, except one who believes
and does righteous deeds. So they, for them would be the double Recompense due to what

they had done, and they would be secure in the chambers [34:37]' **
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Amir-Al-Momineen a lengthy Hadeeth — in which he™™ is saying: ‘When it will be the

Day of Judgement, they would be Reckoned with, then each one of them would be Given

the like of ten times of it, up to seven hundred times the increase’.*
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Say: ‘Surely my Lord Extends the sustenance for one He so Desires to from His servants,
and He Straitens for him. And whatever you spend from anything, He will Replace it, and
He is the best of the Sustainers [34:39]
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* Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn—CH 34 H71
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"*, when ‘I said, ‘There are two Verses in the Book
of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic, | seek by these two but I do not find (a result from) these
two’. He®™"* said: ‘And what are these two?’ | said, ‘(The first one is) the Words of Allah®**!
Mighty and Majestic: “Supplicate to Me, | will Answer you [40:60]. So we supplicate to

Him®*" and we do not see an Answer!’
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He®"* said; ‘Do you think that Allah®" Mighty and Majestic is Opposing His** Own
Promise?’ | said, ‘No’. He®*"* said: ‘So why is it like that?’ | said, ‘l do not know’.
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He™"* said: ‘But, 1" shall inform you. The one who obeys Allah®* Mighty and Majestic
regarding whatever He®™ has Commanded him from the mannerisms of the supplication,
He®™ would Answer him’. | said, ‘And what are its mannerisms of the supplication?’ He®"*
said: ‘You begin by the Praise of Allah®™" and mention His**"! Bounties which are with you.
Then thank Him®™", then send greetings upon the Prophet®®"“. Then recall your sins and
admit having committed them, then seek Refuge from these. So these are the mannerisms
of the supplication’.
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Then he®™"* said: ‘And what was the other Verse? | said, ‘The Words of Allah®**! Mighty and
Majestic: And whatever you spend from anything, He will Replace it, and He is the best of
the Sustainers [34:39]. And | spend but | do not see its replacement!’
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He®"* said: ‘Do you think that Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic Opposes His***) Own Promise?’
So | said, ‘No’. He®"* said: ‘So why is that then?’ | said, ‘l do not know’.

ade Calsd VI Wy i é cal> (3 | g al> JU ST (,f.b-i of oy 1 Ji
The Imam®"* said: ‘If one of you were to attain your wealth from its Permissible way, and

spend it in its Permissible way, (you) would not spend a Dirham except that it would be
Replaced’.43

* 8/352:2 a0
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‘Abu Abdullah®™"* says that Amir-al-Momineen®"* said: ‘The one who extends his hand with
the good deeds, he would find that Allah®**" has Replaced for him whatever he spent in his

world, and would Increase it for him in the Hereafter’.**
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For Him to Recompense those who believe and do righteous deeds. They, for them is
Forgiveness and an honourable sustenance [34:4]
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They were making for him whatever he so desired, from the prayer Niches, and figurines,
and bowls like the watering troughs, and fixed cauldrons. Work gratefully, family of
Dawood, and few from My servants are grateful [34:13]
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He*"* said; ‘So the one who is contented among you, should be thankful to Allah®".
Allah®™" js Saying: “If you are grateful, | would Increase it for you [14:7]. And the Glorious
and Exalted Said: Work gratefully, family of Dawood, and a few from My servants are
grateful [34:13].
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And think good with Allah®", for Abu Abdullah®™"* used to say; ‘The one who thinks about
Allah®® Allah®™* would also Mention him (Reward him), and the one who is happy with a
little from the sustenance, Allah®™" would Accept even small amount of deeds. And the one
who is happy with a small amount of Permissible, his expenses would be light and his family
would enjoy, and Allah®™" would Show him the sicknesses of the world and its cure and

Bring him out from it safely to the House of Peace’.*

* Tafseer Noor Al Sagalayn—CH 34 H 74
* Al Kafi — H 14993
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Certainly, there was a Sign for Saba in their dwellings of two gardens on the right and left:
“Eat from the sustenance of your Lord and be thankful to Him!” A good city and a
Forgiving Lord [34:15]
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Say: ‘Surely my Lord Extends the sustenance for whom He so Desires to and straitens, but
most of the people are ignorant (don’t want to learn)’ [34:36]
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Say: ‘Surely my Lord Extends the sustenance for one He so Desires to from His servants,
and He Straitens for him. And whatever you spend from anything, He will Replace it, and
He is the best of the Sustainers [34:39]
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‘Abu Abdullah®™** has said: ‘The Lord®*" Blessed and Exalted, His**"’ Command Descends
every Friday night to the sky of the world from the beginning of the night, and in every night
in the last third of it. And in front of it are two Angels Calling out: ‘Is there one who is
repenting, so He™ Turns toward him? Is there one who seeks Forgiveness so He®"
Forgives him? Is there one who asks, so He™ Gives it to him?
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O Allah®™l Give each spender its replacement, and Rectify to each holder its damage!’ So

when the dawn emerges, they return the Command of the Lord®™" to His®*" Throne, and
He®™" Distributes the sustenance between the servants’.
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The he®"* said to Al-Fazeyl: ‘O Fazeyl, your share from that, and these are the Words of
Allah®®": And whatever you spend from anything, He will Replace it, and He is the best of
the Sustainers [34:39] And on the Day He will Gather them all together, then He would be
Saying to the Angels: “Are these who were worshipping you?” [34:40] They shall say:
‘Glory be to You! You are our Guardian from besides them. But, they were worshipping the
Jinn. Most of them were believing in them [34:41] .*°
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‘I heard him*"* saying: ‘The one who comes around it (travels) but does not go to the grave
of Al-Husayn®™*s, Allah®™" Reduces from his lifetime, around it. And if you were to say that
death came upon a person thirty years too soon, it would be true, and that is when you
leave his®** visitation (Ziyarat). Therefore do not leave his*"* Ziyarat. Allah®®* would Extend
your lifetime and Increase your sustenance. And when you neglect his®"* 2l
Reduces from your lifetime and your sustenance.

Ziyarat, Alla
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You should therefore race (compete) in visiting him*"*, and do not leave that, for Al-
Husayn®"* Bin Ali**"* would testify for you in the Presence of Allah®**" for that, and in the
presence of His®™™ Rasool*™", and in the presence of Amir-al-Momineen®*®"* and
FatimaaSWSl 47
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A number of our people have narrated from Ahmad ibn abu ' Abd Allah from Ali ibn Muhammad al-Qasaniy

from the one whom he has mentioned from' Abd Allah ibn al-Qasim ibn Muhammad from Abu Abd Allah®"*
from his father, from his grand father™"* who has said the following:
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‘Abu Ja'far®"® has said that Amir-ul-Momineen®*"* has said: ‘Your hope for help from an
unexpected source should be greater than an expected source. Musa® ®Bwent to find fire for
his family, Allah®™" Spoke to him® and he® came back as a Prophet. Queen of Sheba'*® went
out and became a Muslim with Sulaymanso. The magician went out to defend Pharaoh's

majesty but they returned as believing people’.*

One Must Always be Seeking Livelihood:
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘O Hisham! Even if you were to see the two swords having met (in

battle), so do not leave seeking the livelihood during that day'.52
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said to me: ‘Even if you think, or it reaches you, that this matter (Rising of

Al-Qaim®"*) would be occurring the next morning, so do not leave seeking of the livelihood,

and even if you have the ability to do both, so (still) do it (seek livelihood)’.”?

What Should One do to Seek Rizq?
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- Prophet Moses

* saba

>0 Prophet Solomon

> Al-Kafi, vol. 5, H. 8369, Ch. 8, h, 3 84: o5 o
> Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 7

>3 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 5 H 9
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‘I said to Abu Abdullah®", ‘Which thing is upon the man regarding seeking of the
livelihood?’ So he*"* said: ‘If you open your door (of shop) and spread out (neatly) your

merchandise, so you have fulfilled what is upon you’.”*

Rizq that is more than what one needs is not Beneficial:
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Imam Sajjad®"* said: "Rasool Allah**"" passed by a cameleer. He**"" sent someone to ask
for some milk. The cameleer said: "What is in the pans is the dinner for the tribe and what is
in their breasts is the breakfast for the tribe."

hsaww

Rasool Alla said: "O' Allah®™" Please increase his wealth and children."

Then he®®" went on until they reached a shepherd. He**"" sent someone to ask for some
milk. The shepherd milked the sheep and gave all the milk in the pans plus that milk to the
Prophet™"", along with one sheep and said: "This was what we had, and we will even give

you*™" more if you want."

h**"¥ said: "O' Allah®™"! Please give him only his sustenance."

Rasool Alla
One of the companions said: "O' Rasool Allah*®"™! You®*"" prayed the way we all like to be
prayed for, for the man who turned you**"" down.

Saww Saww

But you prayed the way none of us like to be prayed for the man who fulfilled your
needs." Rasool Allah®*"" said: "What is available but is little is better than what is a lot but
takes away one's peace of mind. O' Allah™"! Please Provide for Muhammad®*"" and his

family®™"* just their sustenance."*”

>* Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 6 H 1
> MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR AL-AKHBAR, H. 1652
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Extraordinary Blessings of Allah™" for Non-Believers in the
World:
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Imam Sadig®™"* said: "Allah®*" Sent down an angel to Earth. He stayed on the Earth for a
long time and then returned to the heavens. He was asked: "What did you see there?" He
said: "I saw many amazing things there, but the most amazing thing that | saw was someone
who abused Your®™ blessings. He ate of what You® Provided for his sustenance, but
claimed to be god.

| was amazed at his boldness and Your®" Patience." Allah®™" Said: "You were amazed at
My** Patience? I°** Let him live for four hundred years, and he never got ill. I*** Granted
to him whatever he wanted in the world, and I°*"! never Changed his food and drinks."*®

A Supplication for Asking for Rizq:

There are several supplications for asking for Rizq, here we present two Ahadith, which also
clarify the above Hadith.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘It was so that Ali*"* Bin Al-
Husayn®"* used to supplicate with this supplication:
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‘O Allah®"1 | plead before You®" for good means of living with which | may gain power for
all of my needs and continue my life to the next life, but not so affluently with which | may
rebel, or such constraints that make me miserable. Expand for me Your®" lawful
sustenance and Increase for me Your®™ generous favour, a delightful bounty, and a charity
for me without being burdened. Do not Cause me to be held back from paying thanks for
Your™ bounties (due to the abundance of them).

> MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR AL-AKHBAR, H. 1692
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Then do not Let me*"* be too pre-occupied from thanking for Your®" Bounties due to the
abundance from it, and its delight would distract me®"* and the blossoms of its flowers

would tempt me®", nor by the scarcity upon me*"* from it, reducing my*"* toiling for it,
and filling my®"* chest with its worries.
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Give it to me*** from that, O my*"* God, self-sufficiency from the evil of Your®™ creatures,

and adequate (sustenance, so that) I*** can take Your®" Pleasure with it, and 1**** can seek
Refuge with You®™", 0 my*"* God, from the evil of the world and the evil of whatever is in it.
Make the prison to be a prison upon me®"* and do not (Make) its separation to be a grief
upon me®"*, Extract me®™"* from its strife being Pleased from me®"*, my*"* deeds having
been Accepted in it, to the house of (eternal) life and the dwelling of the Chosen ones, and

Exchange for me with the perishable world, the Bounties of the House of the Remaining.
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O Allah®™¥/1 | seek Refuge with You®™ from its decline and its turbulence, and the hold-ups
of its Satans'a, and its ruling authorities, and its troubles, and the ones who rebel, the ones
who rebel against me in it.
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O Allah®®I The one who plots against me®"*, Plan against him, and the one intends (to

harm) me®**, so Harm him, and Neutralise from me a limit from the one who establishes a
limitation to me®"*, and Extinguish from me®"* the fire of the one who lights it to me and
fuels it; and Suffice me for the plots of the plotters, and Divert from me®*"* the spying eyes
of the disbelievers, and Suffice me®"* for the worries of the one who enters the worries
upon me*"*, and Repel from me®*"* the evil of the envy and Rescue me*"* from that with
the tranquillity, and Clothe me®"* with Your®®" Fortified Shield, and Hide me®** in Your®*"!
Defensive Veil, and Correct my*"* situation for me®*"*, and Verify my*"* words with my®"*

deeds, and Bless for me®"* in my*"* family and my®** wealth”.>’

> Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 53 H 13
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Hamza who said, ‘I took this supplication from Abu Ja’far
Muhammad Bin Ali****, and Abu Ja’far®*"* used to call it, ‘The Comprehensive’.
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In the Name of Allah®" the Beneficent, the Merciful. | testify that there is no god except
Allah®® Alone, there being no associate for Him®™". And I testify that Muhammad®™*" is
His™ servant and His™ Rasool™"". | believe in Allah®®" and in the entirety of His®™"
Rasool®, and in the entirety of what He®™" Revealed with upon the entirety of the Rasools®,
and that the Promise of Allah®™" is True, and His™™ Meeting is True, and Allah®®" Spoke the
Truth and the Mursil Prophets® delivered (the Message).
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And the Praise is for Allah®™", Lord®" of the worlds, and Glory be to Allah®* every time
something Glorifies Allah®™¥, and just as Allah® Loves that He®*" be Glorified. And the
Praise is for Allah®* every time something praises Him**, and just as He® Loves that
He®™ be Glorified. And there is no god except Allah®™", every time something Extols the
Oneness of Allah®™¥, and just as Allah®™ Loves that He®™" be Extolled. And Allah®™" is the
Greatest, every time something exclaims the Greatness of Allah®® and just as Allah®*"! Loves
that His™™ Greatness be exclaimed.
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O Allah®™1 | ask You®™" for the Opening of the goodness, and for its completion, and for its
pleasures, and its benefits, and blessings, and what my knowledge reaches it, and what my
memory falls short of its counting. O Allah®*"! Draw closer to me the causes for its

recognition, and Open its doors for me, and Overwhelm me with the Blessings of Your®"
Mercy, and Bestow upon me the infallibility from the decline from Your®" Religion.
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And Purify my heart from the doubts, and do not Let my heart to be pre-occupied with my
world and my immediate life from the deferred Rewards of my Hereafter, and Pre-occupy
my heart with the preservation of what is not Acceptable from me from being ignorant of it,
and Humble my tongue for every goodness, and Purify my heart from the showing off, and
do not Cause it (showing off) to flow in my joints, and Make my deeds to be sincerely for
You™",
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0 Allah®™"1 | seek Refuge with You™" from the evil and the varieties of the immoralities, all
of them, its apparent ones and its hidden ones, and its neglectful ones, and the entirety of
what the Pelted Satan” intends me with, and what the obstinate ruling authorities intend
me with from what his knowledge encompasses, and You®™" are Able upon Exchanging it
from me.
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0 Allah®™"1 | seek Refuge with You™" from the ways of the Jinn and the human beings, and
their furies, and their noisy disputes, and their plots, and facing the mischief from the Jinn
and the human beings and that they would waver me from my Religion so they would spoil
my Hereafter upon me, and that would happen to be harmful upon me during my life-time,
or they would present an affliction to hit me from them, there neither being any strength
for me with it nor patience for me upon bearing it.
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Therefore, do not Try me (through lack of Rizg), O my God, with its measures (small
guantity) so that would prevent me from remembering You®™ and pre-occupy me from
worshipping You®™". You®" are the Rescuer, the Defender, the Repeller, the Saver from all
of that. I ask You®™, O Allah®™", for the ease in my living for what remains of my life-time, |
can strengthen by being upon Your®" obedience, and reach Your®™" Pleasure by it, and by it
| can come to the House of (eternal) living tomorrow.
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And do not Grace me with such a sustenance which would cause me to transgress, and nor
Try me with poverty which | would be miserable with, being constrained upon me. Give me
an abundant share in my Hereafter, and a capacious living, welcoming, pleasant in my
world, and do not Make the world to be a prison upon me, nor Making its separation upon
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me to be a grief. Rescue me from its strife and Make my deeds therein to be Acceptable,
and my striving in it to be grateful.
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O Allah®®I And the one who intends evil with me, Return it to him with the like of it, and
the one who plots against me therein, so Plot (against) him, and Exchange from me its
worries from entering upon me, and Plan against the one who plans against me, for You®™"
are the Best of the planners, and Blind from me the eyes of the disbelievers, and the
oppressors, and the arrogant ones, and the envious ones.
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O Allah®"1 And Send down the tranquillity upon me, from You®", and Clothe me with
Your®™™ Fortified Shield, and Protect me with Your®®" Defensive Veil, and Wrap me with
Your™ goodly beneficial health, and Ratify my words and my deeds, and Bless for me
regarding my children, and my family, and my wealth.
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O Allah®™¥I Whatever | have sent forward, and whatever | have delayed, and whatever |
neglected, and whatever | deliberated, and whatever | slackened, and whatever | (did)
publicly, and whatever | (did) privately, so Forgive it for me, O Most Merciful of the merciful
ones!”.®

>% Al-Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Supplication CH 60 H 26
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