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In the Name of Allah®™" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®™" Lord®™" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®**"" and his**"" Purified Progeny®"*, and
greetings with abundant greetings.

What Elevates the Status of Salat and What Ensures it’s Acceptance:
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Mohammed bin Ali bin Shahir Ashob reports in Managib, | heard it from the father of Hazam that once a
person came to Imam Zain ul-Abideen®"* and asked:

Do you know something about the Salat?’ | (the narrator) became furious and leapt forward
to attack him but Imam®"* intervened and said: O Abu Hazim! Stay where you are, people
with knowledge show courage and are very kind. Imam®"* looked toward the man and
replied: ‘Yes, | know about the Salat’. That person asked several questions on Salat from the
Imam®**, Imam®"* replied to his questions and in the end he asked:

He asked: ‘What elevates the status of Salat?

asws

Imam Zain ul-Abideen replied: By sending the ‘Salawat’ on Muhammad®™" and his

pious progeny®"”,

He asked: What ensures the acceptance of Salat?

asws asws

Imam replied: Adherence to our®®® Wilayat and denouncing and rejecting our
enemies, ensure acceptance of Salat.

After listening to the Divine reply he got up and said, you™" have removed all doubts and
did not leave behind any excuses unturned. Indeed Allah®** Knows who to entrust with
His™™ Divine Message.’

1 .
Blessings
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In Tafseer Imam Hassan®"* al-Askari®®"*, Imam®"* says: ‘As for the Words of the Almighty
"and keep up Salat"- is the establishment of Salat with all the bowings and prostrations and
keeping to its timings, and the fulfilment of its rights without which, the Lord®*" of creation
does not Accept Prayers. (Imam®"*® asked): Do you know what those rights are? These are
the salutations on Muhammad®*"" and Ali**"* and their Progeny®*"* and to have belief that
they™"* are the best of the creation of Allah®™" and the establishers of the Rights of Allah®*"!
and the helpers of the religion of Allah®"" 3
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The Messenger of Allah®™"" said: 'One who Prays five times (Salat) a day, Allah®®" expiates
his sins between the two Salat, as if there was a flowing river by his door and he bathes in it
five times a day and there does not remain any filth on him except if he rejects the Prophet-
hood and the Imamate or is unjust to his believing brother or if he avoids Taqqiya
(dissimulation) so that it affects him adversely and his believing brothers.*
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Then Allah™ the Almighty Said to the other disbelievers who were present there: "And seek
assistance through patience and Salat" Meaning, be patient by staying away from the
prohibited and the fulfiiment of trusts and by observing patience from the false
governments and recognition of the Prophet-hood of Muhammad®*"" and the Master-ship
of Ali*".>

"And seek assistance through patience" on serving them®"* and serving those®™"* that
they®"* order you to do so as is their®" right, and you will be rewarded with Forgiveness
and a life of eternal bliss in the Gardens in the vicinity of the Beneficent, and in the

20 sl b le s l-5 112 4 el yxi
* Ibid, H. 253

*Ibid, H. 111

> Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®"*H. 115
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friendship of the true believers, and enjoy looking at the honour of Muhammad®"" the
Master of the former ones and the later ones, and at the Master of the Trustees and the
Chief of the good chosen ones for that will be a coolness to your eyes and you will be in joy
and complete bounty from all the other bounties of the Gardens.
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And seek help by five Salat and by salutations of Muhammad®"" and his*®"" blissful
Progeny®™"*, to be near to the Gardens of Bliss. "and most surely it" Meaning these deeds
from the five Salat and from the salutation on Muhammad®™"" and his*®"" blissful
Progeny®™"* with obedience to their®"* orders and belief in their®"* secrets and what they
proclaim and avoid objections like Why? How? "is a hard thing" a great thing "except for the
humble ones" those who fear the retribution of Allah®™" for those who oppose the great
obligations of His**".°®

What is the Essence of Salat:
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Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®™"* said: ‘We*"* are the Salat which is mentioned in the Holy Quran,

asws *"* are the Soam, we™" are the Hajj, we™"* are the sacred

we are the Zakaat and we
City, we®™"* are al-Kabah, we®"* are the ‘Face’ of Allah®", we®"* are Allah®™""”'s Verses and

we™"s are His*™ Proofs (Aiat and Biyan)...".
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asws asws asws

are the root of all virtues and we are the branches of
is the (way) to ‘Tawheed’ and ‘Salat’ and ‘Soam....2

Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq™"" says: ‘We

all righteousness and through us®*"*
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"W and his pure progeny®"*, Allah®™" will

and his family®™"* with due respect.’

(Amir-ul-Momineen says®™"*) Blessed is the Prophet
Accept your Salat when you mention Prophet™""

® Ibid, H. 115.
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The Meanings of Establishing the Salat
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Shaheed™ has reported a tradition of Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq®"*, as narrated by Abu Walid, that
Imam®"* said: ‘Qad gamatil Salat’ (Salat has been established) refers to the establishment of

the Imamat of al-Qaim¥7.2°

asws h asws

“The Imam™"™ said, ‘Such people will be those who did not believe in 'A'imma (Leaders
with Divine Authority) about whom Allah®*, has Said, “The foremost ones will be the
nearest ones to Allah.” (56:11) Have you not noticed that people call the one second to the
lead in horseracing ‘Al-Musalli’ (also means the praying)? This, what is meant therein. “We
did not pray” (74:43), means ‘We did not follow the ‘Al-Sabageen’ the (Divine) leader®"s.’
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Ali bin Ibrahim narrates from his father, who heard it from Mohammed ibn al-Riyyan bin al-Sallat Rafa, who
heard it from Abi Abd Allah®"*:

Amir-ul-Momineen, Ali*"* ibn Abu Talib®*"*, would very often say in sermons about sins, ‘O
people, pay attention to your religion, pay attention to your religion. An evil deed in it
(under our®™"* Wilayat) is better than a good deed under other than it (Wilayat). An evil
deed in true religion can be forgiven (by means of repenting) but a good deed performed
under other than Just (our Wilayat) will not be accepted.’12
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Those who will be in the paradise ask from the sinner what has brought you to the hell,
they will reply: We were not among those who prayed.
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It is narrated from Imam Hassan al-Askari in the explanation of the above Verses: The
people of paradise will ask from the inhabitants of hell, what has brought you to the raging

® http://hubeali.com/images/newimg/Mola-Ali-asws-400-Ahadith.pdf 611 : =2 : z Juadl
1% Bihar ul Anwar, vol. 51 pg. 149, Igbal ul Amaal. 149 : s=51: z JlsY sy

** Al-Kafi, vol. 1, H 1115, Ch. 108, h 38

2 AlKafi, vol. 2, pg. 349, ( ¢ 3<I: 2 a: 464)
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fire? They will reply: We were not among those who offered Salat, meaning that we were
asws 13

not among the Shias of Ali™"™".

Salat is Unacceptable Without Paying Zakaat and Without Wilayat®"*:
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Mohammed bin Hassan reports from Mohammed bin Hassan al-Safar, who heard it from al-Abbas bin
Mahroof, who from Ali bin Mahzyar, who from Al-Hassan bin Saeed, who from Hammad bin Isa, who from

Ummer bin Azyana, who heard it from Zarrah and Bakeer and Fazeel and Mohammed bin Muslim and Bareed
bin Muawiya who said that he has heard from:

asws

Mohammed Baqir®"* and Imam Jafar-e-Sadig®"* had said about a person who belonged to
one of the Muslim sects, Harrawiya or Marhaba and/or Usmania or Qadari. But then he
repented and recognised the ‘Just’ (Haqg) Path and corrected his belief. The question was
asked what would happen to his Salat, Soam, Zakaat and Hajj, which he had performed as
per his previous beliefs. Does he need to repeat all those acts of worship? They*"* replied:
He will have to repay his Zakaat but there is no need to repeat the other acts of worship.
This is due to the fact that he has paid his Zakaat to non-deserving ones whereas the real
and legitimate recipients of the Zakaat will be those who adhere to our®"* Wilayat.*
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The Words of the Almighty "And keep up Salat and pay the poor-rate and whatever good
you send before for yourselves, you shall find it with Allah; surely Allah sees what you do"
—VERSE 110
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Imam Hassan Al-Askari®®"* said: "And keep up Salat" by completing its ablutions, and its
Takbeers, and its standings, and its readings, and its bowings, and its prostrations and its
limits. "And pay the poor-rate” to the deserving ones, not giving it to the infidels and the
Nasibis.

The Messenger of Allah**""
in the Kaaba' (extract).”

said: 'The giver of charity to our enemies is like a thief stealing

And the one who is miserly in the payment of Zakaat but Prays regularly, his Salat remains
captive in the sky until such time as he gives Zakaat. (extract).'*®

asws

Sayings of Amir-ul-Momineen®™"* on Salat"’:
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If the performers of Salat were aware of Allah®"’s Mercy that covers them, they would
never come to the end of the prayers and would never raise their heads after going into
prostration.
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One should not puff in prostration of the ritual prayers, nor in the food, drink or on amulet
(Taweez).

Loslize ¥ g SlSan DLl 3 o I cpnsiy Y
One should not offer Salat in a state of laziness and tiredness.
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!> Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®"®, H. 318
'8 Tafseer Imam Hassan Askari®®"*, H. 39

-asws

7 Imam Ali**"* Teaches 400 Golden Rules for the World and the Hereafter, 611 : o= 2 : z duadll
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Do not turn away your attention in Salat. Allah®™" will Say to the servant who turns his
attention away in Salat: ‘Be with Me, My servant, | am certainly better for you than that
which you are turning to’.

J o Saley 5055 e (Seles iy A OB wede 5 ade b Lo AT 5 ) e ol

"W and his pure progeny®™, Allah®™" will accept your prayers when

and his family®™"* with due respect.

Blessed is the Prophet
you mention Prophet™""
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Depend upon Allah™" after performing the two rakaat of the Fajr salat. The demands are
settled during that Salat.
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Do not go to the Holy ‘Al-Harm’ with your swords. Do not offer Salat while a sword/weapon
is put before you, for the Kiblah is sanctuary/security.

Prostrate for extended duration in Allah®"s obedience in order to achieve salvation.
Lo A Sl U 6L 1tgan) LT 23 OB Ll joal BT e (Silazs ¥ Bl a1 ) ol s n e

Salat is the most favourable deed to Allah™". The worldly pleasures should never distract
you from offering the Salat on their proper times. Allah*" has rebuked those who
disregarded the times of their prayers. Allah™" Says: Woe to the prayers ones, who are

ignorant of their prayers (107:4-5).
A Yol a6 g 5 Bl 3w sl et Y

The believers should not put one hand on the other while standing straight in prayers like the
disbelievers (do).
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If you notice a stinging worm after establishing Salat, you should bury, spit, or hold it in the
dress until you finish the Salat.
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Notable turning (around in salat) invalidates the Salat. If you turn your face notably in
prayers, you should restart with the Azan, lgama and Takbir.
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To tuck up the clothes is purity for offering the prayers. Allah®™" Says: Cleanse your clothes
(74:4). This means tuck up your clothes.
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You should not stand before your Lord the Majestic in Salat while you are wearing see-
through clothes.
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Teach your children how to pray. When they are eight years old, you should discipline them
if they are negligent of their Salat.
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‘Saho’ doubts is forbidden at five places, in the Witr of Salat, the first two Rakaat of every
obligatory Salat, in Fajr and Maghrib Salats, and every obligatory two-rakaat prayer as
offered in travel.
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It is acceptable for men to offer the Salat wearing one dress by knotting the two martins on
the neck. Itis also acceptable to offer the Salat wearing a thick shirt by buttoning it up.
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It is unacceptable for men to prostrate themselves on pictures or pictured rug. It is,
however, allowed when the picture is under his feet and covered up by something.
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It is not permitted for men to put pictured ‘Dirhams’ (coins) in their pocket while offering
Salat. Itis, however, allowed to put the dirham in a bag or a thick cloth, i.e., money belt.
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It is unacceptable for men to prostrate themselves on a bag of wheat or barley, an eatable
thing, or bread.
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S e it ble dlall T
Allah® will Forgive those who offer the Salat with full recognition of its worth.
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Avoid offering a recommendable Salat in the time of an obligatory one. You should not leave
offering the ’Nafilasf unless there is an accepted excuse. You may settle the missed ‘Nafilas’
afterwards. Allah®™" Says: The persistent in their Salat are those who settle their Salat that

they missed at night in day and settle the Salat that they missed in the day at night.
(70:23)
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When someone among you finishes his Salat then he should raise his hands toward skies
and ask for prayers, at this point abd Allah bin Sabah asked: Ya Amir-ul-Momineen®™"*:; Is it
true that Allah®*" is everywhere? Then why one is required to raise his hands toward skies?
Amir-ul-Momineen®** replied: Did you read in the Holy Quran (51:22)'® when Allah®*" has

promised to give sustenance from its prescribed place and Allah®™ has Promised
sustenance to descend from the skies.

S L ¢ im0 o) (S0 Rl 23y 3 AU 158 Y

Do not settle the ‘Nafilas’ in the time of the obligatory prayers. You should offer the
obligatory prayers first and then offer any other prayer.

o Gl Jus e b @ L

A single prayer in the two places ‘Al-Harameen’ is equal to one thousand prayers in other
places.

Do 3 e pti Eon M a3 d wiot e 6B Dlo 3 o) et

You should show reverence/respect during offering the Salat. To show reverence in one
rakaat means to have the whole prayer flawless.

) sie £ g &85 il 8551:22()
And in heaven is your Sustenance, as (also) that which ye are promised.
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Qunut should be practiced before the kneeling of the second rakaat of every two-rakaat
prayer except the Friday Prayer, which has two Qunuts-one in the first rakaat and the other

in the second. In the first rakaat of the Friday Prayer, you should recite Verses of Fatihah
and Jumma. In the second, you should recite Verses of Fatihah and Munafigoon.

e IS 0B lgagd & (Sl S5 5 (ol day o)

After the two sajdas of the Salat, you should sit until your organs repose, then you may
stand up. This is ourasws practice.

oo st apdy wll DLl (ST il 13)

With the commencement of the prayers, raise your hands to the chest (level for falyada fah
yadeen).

@%YJW\*&JJJM&\é%JHrfJ’T(’GN

When you want to stand before your Lord®™ in the Salat, you should face the kiblah and
stand straight without bending.

ez g sledll (3 clondl ) a wipls S e (STST 63 13)

When you finish your prayers, you should raise your hands upward for supplication and sit
straight.
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lbn Saba asked, “O Amir-ul-Momineen®"*, it is true that Allah®®" is everywhere, is it not?”
“Yes, it is true,” answered Imam Ali**"*. “Why do we then raise our hands to the heavens?”
Wondered lbn Saba. The Imam®"* answered him by reciting Allah®*"”s saying: In the

heavens there is your sustenance and (it is) that which you were promised. We should seek
the sustenance from its source. It is that of which Allah®*" promises in the heavens.
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A person should not stand after finishing Salat until asking from Allah®®" to place him in
Paradise, protect him against Hell, and give him the women of Paradise in marriage.

290 Do fuads Sl ) (ST 5 13
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You should regard every Salat as the last one.
gl gakils 5 o) Ll ooy ¥
Smiling does not invalidate the Salat, while guffaw/laughter would terminate it.
i e 505 OF Slal (65 ¥ 2l ¢ 5 Leabadls DLl (3 il g e lnfe 13)

If sleep overcomes you during the Salat, you should terminate it and go to sleep, because
you may, inattentively, supplicate to Allahazwj against yourself.
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When you recited Allah’s Saying: “(Muslims), say: We believe in Allah ....then say “We
believe in Allah®" as when you come to the ‘Muslimoon’.
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And Said, in the last tashud of the obligatory prayer, one can still continue his Salat even if
one’s ablutions terminates, if he had already recited the followings. “I declare there is no
god but Allah®™" exclusively without any associate, Muhammad®*" is Hisazwj servant and
apostle, the Hour of the Resurrection is undoubtedly to come, and Allahazwj will resurrect
them who are in the graves.”
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Walking to the Salat is the best form of the worship of Allah®".
Slall 3 o250 bl 2l
In prostration of the prayers, keep your backs raised.
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If you offer a prayer alone, you should raise your voices with the Qira’a, Takbir, and Tasbih,
so that you can hear it (what you recite).
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Look (by only turning eyes) the right side when you finish from offering the Salat.
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In supplication_, raise the voice in four matters; blessing the Prophet and his family™™>,
asking Allah®™" for Paradise, seeking His**" protection against Hell, and asking for marrying
you with ‘Al-hoor’ (the women of Paradise).
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Paradise will hear the servant who asks it from Allah®¥ and will plead Allah®" to respond to
him. Hell will also hear the servant who supplicates to Allahazwj to save him from it, and will
plead Allah®" to protect that servant from it. Likewise, women of Paradise will hear the

servant who asks Allah®™" to give them to him in marriage, and will plead Allah®™" to give him
what he asks.
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The prayers of those who consume intoxicants will not be accepted for forty nights.
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When you prepare yourselves to offer a prayer, the Iblis comes to look at you enviously for
he notices how Allah®*"”s mercy is covering you.
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Anyone who waits for the prayer time after the Asr Prayer, it is like visiting Allah®™, It is
appropriate for Allah®*" to honour His visitors and respond to their needs.
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One should not engage his mind elsewhere while standing in front of his Lord® (in salat),
since the accepted parts of one’s Salat are only those which are offered attentively.

AV & el e G b 3 el el gl ]l ol sy ) 3

Sitting in mosques from start of Fajr until sunrise is better for the acquisition of sustenance
rather than running around in the world (to earn wages).
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One should not play with his beard or anything else during Salat so that his attention is not
preoccupied (offer undivided attention).
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In Salat, justify the sanctity of every Sura as well as kneeling and prostration.
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Men should not offer the Salat wearing a sash (brief), because this was one of the people of
Sodom'’s habits.
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It is acceptable for men to offer the Salat wearing one dress by knotting the two martins on
the neck. Itis also acceptable to offer the Salat wearing a thick shirt by buttoning it up.

Benefits of Night Prayers (Namaz-E-Shab)
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Standing at night (for Prayer) is healthy for the body and pleases the Lord®"

the Mercy and is adherence to the ethics of the Prophets®.

and brings about
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Anyone who has a need to ask from AIIahaZWj, should choose one of three hours; an hour on
Fridays, an instance on midday when the wind blows, the portals of the heavens are open,
the Mercy is descended, and the birds are singing, and an instance in the later part of night
when Fajr time emerges. At this time, two angels are calling (on Allah™"s Command): Is
there a repentant to be accepted? Are there needy to be awarded? Is there a seeker of
forgiveness to be pardoned? Is there a deprived making a wish?*®
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