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 تَسْلِيماً.ِوَسَلَمَِِ,الطاَهِريِنِسَيِ دِنََِمَُُمَدٍِوَِآلهِِِِعَلىِاللَُِِّوَِصَلَىِ,الْعالَمِينِرَبِِِالْْمَْدُِللَِِِّالرَحِيمِِِالرَحْْنِِِاللَِِِّبِسْمِِ

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the 
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and 
greetings with abundant greetings. 

لِْفَ رَجَِ  هُمِْوَالْعَنِْأَعْدَائَ هُمِْاَجَْْعِيْنِالَلَهُمَِصَلِ ِعَلىِمَُُمَدٍِوَآلِِمَُُمَدٍِوَعَجِ 

‘Silence and Speech’ 

Summary: 

ِعَنِْسُلَيْمَِ ِعَنِِابْنِِيزَيِدَِعَنِِابْنِِأَبِِعُمَيٍَِْعَنِْهِشَامِِبْنِِسَالٍِِ نَِبْنِِخَالِدٍِعَنِِالصَادِقِِعَنِْآبََئهِِِاالأماليِللصدوقِأَبِِعَنِِالِْْمْيََِيِ 
كُِلُّهُِفِِثَلََثِِخِصَالٍِاليَظرَِِوَِالسُّكُوتِِوَِالْكَلََمِِِِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعِااَلَ عِأنََِأمَِيََِ عَِالَْْيَُْ  جُِْ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq – My father, from Al Himeyri, from Ibn Yazeed, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from 
Hisham Bin Sali, from Suleyman Bin Khalid,  

‘From Al-Sadiq-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The good, all 
of it is gathered in three characteristics – the viewing, and the silence and the speech.  

كُِلُِّ كَِلََمٍِليَْسَِفِِفَكُلُِّنظَرٍَِليَْسَِفِيهِِاعْتِبَارٌِفَ هُوَِسَهْوٌِوَ كُِلُّ كَِانَِسُكُوتٍِليَْسَِفِيهِِفِكْرٌِفَ هُوَِغَفْلَةٌِوَ ِلِمَنْ ْْوٌِفَطوََُ كِِْرٌِفَ هُوَِلَ يهِِ
كِِْراًِوَِبَكَىِعَلَىِخَطِيئَتِهِِوَِآمَنَِالياَسَِشَرهَُِ كَِلََمُهُِ  .نَظَرهُُِعَبََاًِوَِسُكُوتهُُِفِكْراًِوَ

Every view not having consideration in it, it is a mistake, and every silence not having thinking 
in it, it is heedlessness, and every speech not having Zikr in it, it is meaningless. Beatitude is 
for one whose view was consideration, and his silence is thoughtful, and his speech is Zikr, 
and he cries upon his sins and the people are safe from his evil’’.1  

 

اليَوْمُِراَحَةٌِللِْجَسَدِِوَِِِعِااَلَ لي،ِالأماليِللصدوقِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالصَفَارِِعَنِِابْنِِمَعْرُوفٍِعَنِْسَعْدَانَِبْنِِمُسْلِمٍِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّ
 .اليُّطْقُِراَحَةٌِللِرُّوحِِوَِالسُّكُوتُِراَحَةٌِللِْعَقْلِِ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Ibn Marouf, from Sa’dan Bin Muslim,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The sleep is rest for the body, and the talking is rest for 
the soul, and the silence is rest for the mind’’.2 

                                                      
1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 2 
2 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 6 
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ِبْنِِالَْْكَمِِعَنِِْثو،ِثوابِالأعمالِل، ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  يْدِيِ  ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالسِ  بْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِمِهْزَمٍِإِِِالْصالِأَبِِعَنِْمَُُمَدٍِالْعَطاَرِِعَنِِالْأَشْعَريِِ 
ِعِااَلَ  ِبْنِِالُْْسَيْنِ كُِلَِيَ وِِْعَنِِالثُّمَاليِ ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  ِإِنِْمٍِعَلَىِجَوَارحِِهِِفَ يَِإِنَِلِسَانَِابْنِِآدَمَِيُشْرِفُ َيٍَْ تُمِْفَ يَقُولُونَِِِ ْْ ِأَصْبَ ََ كَِيْ قُولُ

فِييَاِوَِيُ يَاشِدُونهَُِوَِيَ قُولُونَِإِنََّاَِنُ ثاَبُِبِكَِوَِنُ عَااَبُِبِكَِ الَلَِّ  .تَ ركَْتَيَاِوَِيَ قُولُونَِالَلَِّ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’, (and) ‘Al Khisaal’ – My father, from Muhammad Al Attar, from Al Ashary, from 
Muhammad Bin Al Sindy, from Ali Bin Al Hakam, from Ibrahim Bin Mihzam, from Al Sumali,  

‘From Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws having said: ‘The tongue of a son of Adam-as overlooks upon 
his limbs every day. It (the tongue) says, ‘How is your morning?’ They (limbs) said, ‘With good, 
if you were to leave us alone’. And they are saying, ‘Allah-azwj! Allah-azwj regarding us!’ And they 
are appealing to it and saying, ‘But rather, we are Rewarded due to you, and we are Punished 
due to you!’’3 

 

Our 4th Imam-asws says when one’s speech is free from faults, its better to talk than keeping 
quiet, otherwise talking is not better than the silence.  So, speech is superior than keeping 
quiet when one speaks nothing but good:  

ِبْنُِالُْْسَيْنِِعِعَنِِالْكَلََمِِوَِالسُّكُوتِِأيَ ُّهُمَاِأفَْضَلُِِالإحتجاج  سُئِلَِعَلِيُّ

(The book) ‘Al-Ihtijaj’ –  

‘Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws was asked about the speech and the silence, ‘Which of the two is 
superior?’ 

َِاِسَلِمَاِمِنَِالْْفاَتِِفاَلْكَلََمُِأفَْضَلُِمِنَِالسُّكُوتِِفَ قَالَِعِلِكُلِ ِوَاحِدٍِمِيِْ  هُمَاِآفاَتٌِفإَِ

He-asws said: ‘For every one of the two there are faults, so when there is safety from the faults, 
the speech is superior to the silence’. 

َِلِكَِيََِابْنَِرَسُوِ ِ ََ كَِيْ  لِِاللَِِّصاِيلَ

It was said, ‘How is that so, O son-asws of Rasool-Allah-saww?’ 

عَزَِوَِجَلَِمَاِبَ عَثَِالْأنَبِْيَاءَِوَِالْأَوْصِيَاءَِبَِلسُّكُوتِِإِنََّاَِبَ عَثَهُمِْبَِلْكَلََمِِ ِاِوَِااَلَِلِأَنَِالَلَِّ يََةُِبَِلسُّكُوتِِوَََِ ْْ ِا ِِ قَ ِْ ِاسْتُ ََِِ ِْ سْتُوجِبَ
ِالياَرُِبَِلسُّكُوتِِ ِِ ِتُ وُاِ يَ يةَُِاللَِِّبَِلسُّكُوتِِوَََِ  وَََ

He-asws said: ‘Because Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic did not Send the Prophets-as and the 
successors-as with the silence. But rather He-azwj Sent them-as with the speech, neither can the 
Paradise be deserved by the silence nor can the Wilayah of Allah-azwj be obligated by the 
silence, nor can the Fire be Saved from by the silence.  

                                                      
3 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 14 
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ِلِأَعْدِلَِالْقَمَرَِبَِلشَمْسِِإنَِكَِتَصِِ ُِ كُِيْ كُِلُّهُِبَِلْكَلََمِِمَا َِلِكَ ِفَضْلَِالسُّكُوتِِبَِلْكَلََمِِوَِلَسِْإِنََّاَِ ِفَضْلَِالْكَلََمِِبَِلسُّكُوتَُِِ َُ ِتَصِ َِ. 

But rather, all that is with the speech. I-asws will not equate the moon with the sun! You can 
describe the merit of silence with the speech, and you cannot describe the merit of the speech 
with the silence’’.4 

  

                                                      
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 1 
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Introduction: 

Some Ahadith are presented to better understand when to keep quiet and when to speak. 

 

Silence is a Protector: 

ََِِِِِلي،ِالأماليِللصدوقِعَنِِالْبَااِرِِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعِعَنِْأمَِيَِِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعِااَلَ  ِمِنَِالصَمْ َُ ِأَحْفَ ََ  .ِحَافِ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq,  

‘From Al-Baqir-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: 
‘There is no protector more protective than the silence’’.5 

 

ِتَسْلَمِِْيمَاِأوَْصَىِبهِِِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعِعِيْدَِوَفاَتهِِِما،ِالأماليِللشيخِالطوسيِفِِ َِ  .الْزَمِِالصَمْ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi –  

‘Among what Amir Al-Momineen-asws had bequeathed with at his-asws expiry: ‘Necessitate the 
silence, you will be safe’’.6 

 

ِعَنِِالر ضَِاِعِااَلَ  ِإِِِب،ِاربِالإسيادِابْنُِعِيسَىِعَنِِالْبَزنَْطِيِ  ُِ ِبََبٌِمِنِْمِنِْعَلََمَاتِِالْفِقْهِِالْْلِْمُِوَِالْعِلْمُِوَِالصَمْ َِ نَِالصَمْ
بَةَِوَِهُوَِدَليِلٌِعَلَىِالَْْيَِْ. َْ ِيَكْسِبُِالْمَ َِ  أبَْ وَابِِالِْْكْمَةِِإِنَِالصَمْ

(The book) ‘Qurb Al Asnaad’ – Ibn Isa, from Al Bazanty,  

‘From Al-Reza-asws having said: ‘From the signs of comprehension is the leniency, and the 
knowledge, and the silence. The silence is a door from the doors of wisdom. The silence earns 
the love, and it is a pointer upon the good’’.7 

 

ِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصمع َِرٍ  ْْنهِِِحَافِظاًِعَلَىِالْعَااِلِِأنَِْيَكُونَِبَصِيَاًِبِزَِِ،ِمعانيِالأخبارِل،ِالْصالِفِِِوَصَايََِأَبِِ مَانهِِِمُقْبِلًَِعَلَىِشَ
ِفِيمَاِ كَِلََمُهُِإََِ كَِلََمَهُِمِنِْعَمَلِهِِاَلَ  يَ عْيِيهِ.للِِسَانهِِِفإَِنَِمَنِْحَسَبَ

                                                      
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 3 
6 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 24 
7 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 8 
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(The books) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’, (and) ‘Al Khisaal’ –  

‘In a bequest of Abu Zarr-ra, he-ra said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Upon the intellectual is that he 
should be insightful with his times, pre-occupied with himself, preserving his tongue, for one 
whose speech is better than his actions should reduce his speech except regarding what 
concerns him’’. 

ِفإَِنهَُِمَطْرَدَةٌِللِشَيْطاَنِِوَِعَوْنٌِلَكَِعَلَىِأمَْرِِدِييِكَِِوَِااَلَِص ِِ  .عَلَيْكَِبِطوُلِِالصَمْ

And he-saww said: ‘Upon you is with prolonged silence for it is a repeller of the Satan-la and an 
assistance for you upon the matters of your religion’’.8 

 

ِعَنِْهَارُونَِعَنِِابْنِِزيََِدٍِعَنِِالصَادِقِِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّ ِعَنِْعَمِ هِ ِثَِِِصل،ِالْصالِمَاجِيلَوَيهِْ َُّ لََثٌِمُيْجِيَاتٌِتَكُ
 .لِسَانَكَِوَِتَ بْكِيِعَلَىِخَطِيئَتِكَِوَِتَ لْزَمُِبَ يْتَكَِ

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – Majaylawiya, from his uncle, from Haroun, from Ibn Ziyad,  

‘From Al-Sadiq-asws, from his-asws father-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Three are 
saviours – restraining your tongue, and crying upon your mistakes (sins), and staying in your 
house’’.9 

 

ِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِعُمَرَِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِبَكْرٍِعَنِْرَِ ِبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِااَلَ جُلٍِعَنِْأَِمع،ِمعانيِالأخبارِأَبِِعَنِْمَُُمَدٍِالْعَطاَرِِعَنِِالْأَشْعَريِِ 
َِْْ ِخَيَْنَََِأبًَِوَِأمُ اًِوَِأَكْرَمَيَاِعَقِباًِوَِرئَيِسَيَاِفِِِا َِ سْلََمِِاأتََىِاليَبَِِأعَْراَبٌِِّفَ قَالَِلَهُِأَِلَسْ  هِلِيَةِِوَِالْإِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ – My father, from Muhammad Al Attar, from Al Ashary, from Musa Bin Umar, 
from Musa Bin Bakr, from a man,  

‘A Bedouin came to the Prophet-saww. He said to him-saww, ‘Aren’t you-saww the best of us of 
father-as and mother-as, and most honourable of us posterity, and our chief in the pre-Islamic 
period and Al Islam?’ 

كَِمِْدُونَِلِسَانِكَِمِنِْحِجَابٍِ َْضِبَِاليَبُِِّصِوَِااَلَِيََِأعَْراَبُِّ  فَ 

The Prophet-saww was angered and said: ‘O Bedouin! How many veils are there around your 
tongue?’ 

 ااَلَِاثْ يَانِِشَفَتَانِِوَِأَسْيَانٌِ

                                                      
8 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 19 
9 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 20 
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He said, ‘Two lips and teeth’.  

لَِِْيُ عْطَِأَحَدٌِفِِِدُنْ يَاهُِشيِفَ قَالَِ كَِانَِفِِِأَحَدِِهَذَيْنِِمَاِيَ ردُُِّعَياَِغَرْبَِلِسَانِكَِهَذَاِأمََاِإنِهَُِ ِلَهُِفِِِآخِرتَهِِِمِنِْصِفَمَا ءِ]شَيْئاً[ِهُوَِأَضَرُّ
ِاُمِْفاَاْطَعِْلِسَانهَُِ  طَلََاَةِِلِسَانهِِِيََِعَلِيُّ

He-saww said: ‘So there wasn’t in any one of these what could have repelled from us-saww the 
sharpness of this tongue of yours? But no one has been Given in his world anything which is 
more harmful for him regarding his Hereafter than his free tongue! O Ali-asws! Arise and cut 
off his tongue!’ 

َْعْطاَهُِدَراَهِمَِ  .فَظَنَِالياَسُِأنَهَُِيَ قْطَعُِلِسَانهَُِفَ

The people thought that he-asws would cut off his tongue, but he gave him Dirhams’’.10 

 

ِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِااَلَ  كَِثِِنعِْمَِالْعَوْنُِالِمع،ِمعانيِالأخبارِعَنِِالَْْسَنِِبْنِِعَلِيٍ  ِفِِِمَوَاطِنَ ُِ ِفَصِيْاً.صَمْ َِ كُِيْ  يَةٍَِوَِإِنْ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’ –  

‘From Al-Hassan-asws Bin Ali-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws having said: 
‘Best of the assistant is the silence in many places, and even if you were to be eloquent’’.11 

 

َيٍَْ.ِلي،ِالأماليِللصدوقِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع ِِِ كَِلََمُكَِإََِ كَِلََمَكَِيقَِلَ  اخْزُنِْلِسَانَكَِوَِعُدَ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq –  

‘From Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: ‘Treasure your tongue and count your words, your 
speech will be little except with good’’.12 

 

مَامَةِِوَِالتبَْصِرَةِ،ِعَنِْسَهْلِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالْأَشْعَثِِعَنِْمُوسَىِبِْ نِِإِسْْاَعِيلَِبْنِِمُوسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْأبَيِهِِكِتَابُِالْإِ
ِعَنِْسُوءٍِفَسَلِمَ.ِهِِعِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصعَنِْآبََئِِ َِ َْيِمَِأوَِْسَكَ  رَحِمَِالَلُِّعَبْداًِااَلَِخَيَْاًِفَ 

(The book) ‘Kitab Al Imamah Wa Al Tabsira’ – from Sahl Bin Ahmad, from Muhammad Bin Muhammad Bin Al 
Ash’as,  

                                                      
10 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 23 
11 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 25 
12 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 27 
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‘From Musa Bin Ismail, son of Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, from his father-asws, from his-asws 
forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘May Allah-azwj have Mercy on a servant 
who speaks good so he gains or is silent from evil so he is safe’’.13 

 

Useless Talk: 

ِعَنِْلي،ِالأماليِللص عَْفَريِِ  ْْ ِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْعَظِيمِِالَْْسَنِِ ِعَنِْسُلَيْمَانَِا وسَىِبْنِِجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْآبََئهِِِمُِِدوقِالدَااَقُِعَنِِالصُّوفِِ ِعَنِِالرُّويََني ِ
ِبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِبرَِجُلٍِيَ تَكَلَمُِبفُِضُوِِعِااَلَ  ِعَلَيْهِِمَرَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعِعَلِيُّ ََ لِْيِعَلَىِحَافِظيَْكَِِلِِالْكَلََمِِفَ وَاَ َُُِااَلَِيََِهَذَاِإنَِكَُُِ ِ

ِيَ عْيِيكَِ  .كِتَابًَِإِلََِربَِ كَِفَ تَكَلَمِْبِاَِيَ عْيِيكَِوَِدعَِْمَاََِ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq – Al Daqqaq, from Al Sufy, from Al Rowyani, from Abdul Azeem Al Hasany, 
from Suleyman Al Ja’far,  

‘From Musa-asws Bin Ja’far-asws, from his-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen Ali-asws Bin Abu 
Talib-asws passed by a man talking with nonsensical speech. He-asws paused by him, then said: 
‘O you! You are dictating to your recording Angels a letter to your Lord-azwj, so speak with what 
concerns you and leave what does not concern you!’’14 

 

ِيَ عْيِيهِِِ،ِمعانيِالأخبارِلي،ِالأماليِللصدوقِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَُِّمع  .أعَْظَمُِالياَسِِاَدْراًِمَنِْتَ رَكَِمَاََِ

(The book) ‘Ma’any Al Akhbar’, (and), ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq –  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘The mightiest of people in worth is one who leaves what does not 
concern him’’.15 

 

Speaking reveals the status of person: 

ِعَنِْعَبْدِِالْعَظِيمِِعَِن ِأَبِِجَعْفَرٍِالثاَنيِنِْ،ِعيونِأخبارِالرضاِعليهِالسلَمِلي،ِالأماليِللصدوقِابْنُِمُوسَىِعَنِِالصُّوفِِ ِعَنِِالرُّويََني ِ
ِلِسَانهِِِِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِمِْااَلَ ِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعَنِْأمَِيَِِ َِ  .الْمَرْءُِمََْبُوءٌِتََْ

(The book) ‘Uyoun Akhbar Al-Reza-asws’, may the greetings be upon him-asws, (and) ‘Al Amaali’ of Al Sadouq – Ibn 
Musa, from Al Sowfy, from Al Rowbany, from Abdul Azeem,  

                                                      
13 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 64 a 
14 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 4 
15 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 5 
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‘From Abu Ja’far-asws the 2nd, from his-asws forefathers-asws, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws, may 
the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon them-asws, said: ‘The person is hidden beneath his tongue’’.16 

 

ُِِِشي،ِتفسيَِالعياشيِعَنِْحَريِزٍِعَنِْبُ رَيْدٍِااَلَ  ِأعَْرفِهُُِمُسْلِِِاُ لْ  ماًِلِأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِأطُْعِمُِرَجُلًَِسَائِلًَََِ

Tafseer Al Ayyashi – from Hareyz, from Bureyd who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘I feed a begging man. I don’t know him being a Muslim’.  

ِبِعَدَاوَةٍِإِنَِالَلَِّيَ قُولُِااَلَِنَ عَمِْأطَْعِمْهُِمَاِلَِِْ يةٍَِوَََِ  .وَِاُولُواِللِياَسِِحُسْياًِِتَ عْرفِْهُِبِوَََ

He-asws said: ‘Yes! Feed him for as long as he neither knows friendship nor enmity. Allah-azwj 
Says: and say to the people splendid words [2:83]’’.17 

 

ِفَ لْيَتَقِِالَلَِّإِنَِعَلَىِلِسَانِِِيادِهَارُونُِعَنِِابْنِِصَدَاَةَِعَنِْجَعْفَرٍِعَنِْآبََئهِِِعِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصب،ِاربِالإس كُِلِ ِااَئلٍِِراَِيباً
 .الْعَبْدُِوَِلْيَيْظرُِْمَاِيَ قُولُِ

(The book) ‘Qurb Al Asnaad’ – Haroun, from Ibn Sadaqa,  

‘From Ja’far-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww: ‘Upon the tongue 
of every speaker there is a watcher, so let the servant fear Allah-azwj and let him look (consider) 
what he is saying’’.18 

 

ِيَ عْيِيهِِمِنِْحُسْنِِإِسْلََمِِالْمَِِوَِااَلَ ِ-  .رْءِِتَ ركُْهُِمَاََِ

And he said, ‘From the excellent Islam of the person is his leaving that which does not concern 
him’’.19 

 

نِْعُبَيْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِمُوسَىِعَنِْسُفْيَانَِالثَوْريِِ ِالْعَزيِزِِعَِل،ِالْصالِالْقَاسِمُِبْنُِمَُُمَدٍِالسَراَجُِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِالضَبِِ ِ ِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِعَبْدِِ
ِثَلََثٍِفَكَانَِفِيمَاِااَلَِليِيََِبنََُِيََِسُفْيَانُِأمََرَنيِوَالِدِيِعِبثَِلََثٍِوَِنََاَنيِعَنِِْعَنِِالصَادِقِِجَعْفَرِِبْنِِمَُُمَدٍِصَلَوَاتُِاللَِِّعَلَيْهِِااَلَ 

ِيََلِْكِْلِسَانهَُِيَ يِْمَِ ِيَسْلَمِْوَِمَنِْيدَْخُلِْمَدَاخِلَِالسَوْءِِيُ تَهَمِْوَِمَنََِْ َْبِْصَاحِبَِالسَوْءََِِ  مِْدَِنِْيَصْ

                                                      
16 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 7 
17 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 15 
18 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 10 a 
19 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 10 b 



‘Silence and Speech        www.hubeali.com 

Page 11 of 22 

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – Al Qasim Bin Muhammad Al Sarraj, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad Al Zaby, from 
Muhammad Bin Abdul Aziz, from Ubeydullah Bin Musa, from Sufyan Al Sowry,  

‘From Al-Sadiq Ja’far-asws Bin Muhammad-asws, may the Salawaat of Allah-azwj be upon him-asws, 
said: ‘O Sufyan! My-asws father-asws had instructed me-asws with three and forbade me-asws from 
three. It was among what he-asws said to me-asws: ‘O my-asws son-asws! One who accompanies an 
evil companion will not be safe, and one who enters the evil entrances will be accused, and 
one not controlling his tongue will regret!’ 

َِأنَْشَدَنيِ ُُ 

ِبهِِِ ََ  -إِنَِاللِ سَانَِلِمَاِعَوَدْتَِمُعْتَادٌِ  -عَوِ دِْلِسَانَكَِاَ وْلَِالَْْيَِِْتََْ

ِلهَُِ َِ ِتَ عْتَادُِ  -مُوكََلٌِبتَِ قَاضِيِمَاِسَيَ يْ ََ كَِيْ ِفاَنْظرُْ  .فِِالَْْيَِِْوَِالشَرِ 

The he-asws prosed to me: ‘Get your tongues accustomed to the good word, you will be 
renowned with it. When the tongue is accustomed, it gets used to it. It is allocated with a 
requirement of what you have enacted for it regarding the good and the evil, so look 
(consider) how you are accustoming it’’.20 

 

Rewards of Speaking: 

الَْْسَنِِبْنِِربََِطٍِعَنِْبَ عْضِِِثو،ِثوابِالأعمالِل،ِالْصالِأَبِِعَنِْأَحَْْدَِبْنِِإِدْريِسَِعَنِِالْأَشْعَريِِ ِعَنِْمُوسَىِبْنِِعِمْراَنَِعَنِْعَلِيِ ِبْنِِ
ِيَ زاَلُِالْعَبْدُِالْمُمْمِنُِيُكْتَبُِمُُْسِِِرجَِالهِِِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِااَلَ  كََُِِ َِاِتَكَلَمَ  تِبَِمُُْسِياًِأوَِْمُسِيئاً.ياًِمَاِدَامَِسَاكِتاًِفإَِ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’, (and) ‘Al Khisaal’ – My father, from Ahmad Bin Idrees, from Al Ashary, from Musa 
Bin Imran, from Ali Bin Al-Hassan Bin Ribat, from one of his men,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The Momin servant does not get good deeds written for 
as long as he is silent. When he speaks, either good deed or evil deed gets written’’.21 

 

ِعَنِِالصَادِقِِعَنِْآبََِ ِعَنِِالسَكُوني ِ وَِالَذِيِنَ فْسِيِبيَِدِهِِمَاِأنَْ فَقَِالياَسُِِئهِِِعِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّصسن،ِالمحاسنِأَبِِعَنِِاليَوْفلَِيِ 
 مِنِْنَ فَقَةٍِأَحَبَِمِنِْاَ وْلِِالَْْيَِْ.

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – My father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

                                                      
20 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 17 
21 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 12 
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‘From Al-Sadiq-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘By the 
One-azwj in Whose Hand is my-saww soul! The people will not spend from any spending lovelier 
than the good word’’.22 

 

جُلٌِبلِِجَامِِدَابةَِِرَسُولِِاللَِِّفَ قَالَِيََِرَسُولَِأَخَذَِرَِِمَانَِرَفَ عَهُِااَلَ سن،ِالمحاسنِأَبِِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِالْفَضْلِِعَنِْخَالِدٍِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِسُلَيِْ
 .اللَِِّأَيُِّالْأَعْمَالِِأفَْضَلُِفَ قَالَِإِطْعَامُِالطعََامِِوَِإِطْيَابُِالْكَلََمِِ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – My father, from Abdullah Bin Al Fazl, from Khalid, from Muhammad Bin Suleyman, 
raising it, said, 

‘A man grabbed the rein of an animal of Rasool-Allah-saww. He said, ‘O Rasool-Allah-saww! Which 
of the deeds is superior?’ He-saww said: ‘Feeding the food and the goodly talk’’.23 

 

ِعَنِْأَبِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِااَلَِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعسن،ِالمحاسنِأَبِِعَنِِاليَِ ِعَنِِالسَكُوني ِ ثَلََثٌِمِنِْأبَْ وَابِِالْبَِ ِسَخَاءُِاليَفْسِِوَِِوْفلَِيِ 
َِى  .طِيبُِالْكَلََمِِوَِالصَبَُِْعَلَىِالْأَ

(The book) ‘Al Mahasin’ – My father, from Al Nowfaly, from Al Sakuny,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Three are from the doors 
of righteousness – generosity of the self, and good talk, and patience upon the harm’’.24 

 

َِاِتَََِالْعَقْلُِنَ قَصَِاِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع  .لْكَلََمُِإِ

Amir Al Momineen-asws said: ‘When the intellect is complete, the speech is reduced’’.25 

 

ِوَِاُولُواِخَيَْاًِتُ عْرَفُواِبهِِِوَِاعْمَلُواِبهِِِتَِِما،ِالأماليِللشيخِالطوسيِع،ِعللِالشرائعِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع  كُونوُاِمِنِْأهَْلِهِ.أَََ

(The books) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi, (and) ‘Ilal Al Sharaie’ –  

‘Indeed, and be speaking goodly, you will be known by it, and act by it, you will be from its 
people’’.26 

                                                      
22 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 8 
23 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 12 
24 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 7 
25 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 85 
26 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 5 
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Solitude and Silence 

ِبْنِِمَهْزيََِرَِبِِِسْيَادِهِِرَفَ عَهُِااَلَ ل،ِالْصالِابْنُِالْوَليِدِِعَنِِالصَفَارِِعَنِِابْنِِ تِي عِعَلَىِالياَسِِزَمَانٌِتَكُونُِالْعَافِيَةُِفِيهِِيَِِْمَعْرُوفٍِعَنِْعَلِيِ 
ِِِ  .عَشَرَةَِأَجْزاَءٍِتِسْعَةٌِمِيْهَاِفِِاعْتِزاَلِِاليَاسِِوَِوَاحِدَةٌِفِِالصَمْ

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – Ibn Al Waleed, from Al Saffar, from Ibn Marouf, from Ali Bi Mahziyar, by his chain raising 
it,  

‘A time will come upon the people, the well-being in it would be of ten segments. Nine of 
these would be in isolation from the people, and one in the silence’’.27 

 

ِعَنِِالْمِيْقَريِِ ِعَنِْحَْاَدِِبْنِِعِيسَىل،ِالْصالِ وَِتَ يَالَِِإِنِْأرََدْتَِأنَِْتَ قَرَِعَيْيُكَِِااَلَِااَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّع أَبِِعَنِْسَعْدٍِعَنِِالْأَصْبَهَاني ِ
نْ يَاِوَِالْْخِرةَِِفاَاْطَعِِالطَمَعَِمِاَِفِِأيَْدِيِاليَاسِِوَِعُِ ثنََِنَ فِْخَيََِْالدُّ ِتََُدِ  سَكَِأنََكَِفَ وْقَِأَحَدٍِمِنَِالياَسِِوَِدَِنَ فْسَكَِفِِِالْمَوْتَىِوَََِ

كَِمَاِتََْزُنُِمَالَكَِ  .اخْزُنِْلِسَانَكَ

(The book) ‘Al Khisaal’ – My father, from Sa’ad, from Al Asbahany, from Al Minqary, from Hammad Bin Isa who 
said,  

‘Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘If you want to delight your eyes and attain good of the world and the 
Hereafter, then cut the greed from what is in the hands of the people, and prepare yourself 
regarding the death, and do not discuss within yourself that you are above anyone of the 
people, and treasure your tongue just as you treasure your wealth’’.28 

 

كُِِِمص،ِمصباحِالشريعةِااَلَِالصَادِقُِع ِالْقَلَمُِبهِِِوَِهُوَِمِفْتَاحُ ََ قِ قِيَنِبَِِقَائقِِِمَاِسَبَقَِوَِجَ َْ ِشِعَارُِالْمُ ُِ نْ ياَِالصَمْ لِ ِراَحَةٍِمِنَِالدُّ
ِالِْْسَابِِوَِالصَوْنُِمِنَِالَْْطاَيََِ َُ ِوَِتََْفِي  ِوَِالزلََلِِوَِالْْخِرةَِِوَِفِيهِِرضَِاِالرَبِ 

(The book) ‘Misbah Al-Sharia’ –  

‘Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘The silence is a motto of the researchers of the realities of what has 
preceded, and the Pen has dried with it, and it is a key of all comfort from the world and the 
Hereafter, and in is the Satisfaction of the Lord-azwj, and lightening of the Reckoning, and the 
protection from the mistakes (sins) and the slips.  

                                                      
27 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 18 
28 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 21 
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ِوَِمَعَهُِعَزْلُِالْْوََاءِِوَِريََِضَةُِاليَفْسِِوَِحَِ اَهِلِِوَِزيَيْاًِللِْعَالِِِ ْْ لََوَةُِالْعِبَادَةِِوَِزَوَالُِاَسْوَةِِالْقَلْبِِوَِالْعَفَافُِوَِاَدِْجَعَلَهُِالَلُِّسِتْْاًِعَلَىِا
َِاِلَِِْتََِدِْأهَْلًَِللِْكَلََمِِوَِالْمُسَاعِدَِفِِالِِْالْمُرُوَةُِوَِالظرَْفُِ ِسِيَمَاِإِ َْغْلِقِْبََبَِلِسَانِكَِعَمَاِلَكَِبدٌُِّمِيْهََُِ  مُذَاكَرَةِِلِلَِِّوَِفِِاللَِِّفَ

Allah-azwj has Made it a veil upon the ignoramus and an adornment for the knowledgeable, 
and with it is seclusion of the whims, and exercise of the soul, and sweetness of the worship, 
and decline in cruelty of the heart, and the chastity, and the manliness, and the chivalry, and 
the elegance. Therefore, lock the door of your tongue from what there is no escape for you 
from it, especially when you cannot find someone rightful for the speech and an assistance in 
discussion for Allah-azwj and regarding Allah-azwj.  

َِيَُُاسِبُِنَ فْسَهُِفِِِعَشِِ ُُ كَِانَِربَيِعُِبْنُِخُثيَْمٍِيَضَعُِاِرْطاَساًِبَيْنَِيدََيْهِِوَِيَكْتُبُِمَاِيَ تَكَلَمُِ ونَِنَََاِالصَامِتُِِيتَِهِِمَاِلهَُِوَِمَاِعَلَيْهِِوَِيَ قُولُِأوَْهِِوَ
 وَِبقَِييَا

And Rabie Bin Khuseym used to place a paper in front of him and write whatever he had 
spoken, then he would reckon himself during his evening, what was for him and what was 
against him, and he would say, ‘Aah, the silent ones will achieve salvation, and we have 
remained!’ 

َِْ كَِانَِبَ عْضُِأَصْ َِاِأرَاَدَِأنَِْيَ تَكَلَمَِبِاَِعَلِمَِأنَهَُِلِلَِِّوَِفِِِاللَِِّوَ ِلِوَجْهِِاللَِِّأَخْرَجَهَاِوَِإِنَِِوَِابِِرَسُولِِاللَِِّصِيَضَعُِحَصَاةًِفِِِفَمِهِِفإَِ
َْرْاَىِوَِيَ تَكَلَمُونَِشِِ كَِانوُاِيَ تَيَفَسُونَِتَ يَفُّسَِالْ ابةَِ َْ ُِِبْهَِالْمَرْضَىِوَِإِنََّاَِسَبَبُِكَثِيَاًِمِنَِالصَ ِِِمِْالْكَلََمُِوَِالصَمْ  ِهَلََكِِالْْلَْقِِوَِنَََا

And one of the companions of Rasool-Allah-saww would place pebbles in his mouth. Whenever 
he wanted to talk with what he knew it was for Allah-azwj and regarding Allah-azwj and for the 
Face of Allah-azwj, he would extract them, and many of the companion were breathing the 
breath of drowning and were speaking resembling the sick, and rather, a cause of the 
destruction of the people and their salvation is (due to the) speech and the silence. 

ِوَِفَ وَائدَِهُِفإَِنَِ َِ ِلِمَنِْرُزقَِِمَعْرفَِةَِعَيْبِِالْكَلََمِِوَِصَوَابهِِِوَِعَلِمَِالصَمْ  َِلِكَِمِنِْأَخْلََقِِالْأنَبِْيَاءِِوَِشِعَارِِالْأَصْفِيَاءِِ فَطُوََ

Beatitude is for the one Graced the understanding of the faults of talking and its correctness, 
and knows the silence and its benefits, for that is from the morals of the Prophets-as and 
slogans of the elites.  

ِوَِائْ تَمَيَهُِ ِِ ِالصَمْ َِ ِوَِمَنِْأَشْرَفَِعَلَىِمَاِفِِلَطاَئِ ِِ بَةَِالصَمْ ْْ كَِلََمُهُِوَِصَمْتُهُِِعَلَِِوَِمَنِْعَلِمَِاَدْرَِالْكَلََمِِأَحْسَنَِصُ كَِانَ ىِخَزاَئيِِهِ
بََارُ. ْْ َلِكُِا

ِالم ِيطَلَِعُِعَلَىِعِبَادِتهِِِإََِ  كُلُّهُِعِبَادَةًِوَََِ

And the one who knows the worth of the speech, is better accompanied with the silence, and 
one who overlooks upon what is in the subtleties of the silence and his assurance upon its 
treasures, his speech and his silence would (both) be (acts of) worship, and not one would 
notice upon his worship except the King, the Subduer!’’29 

                                                      
29 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 38 
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Harm of Excessive Talk: 

ِبْنِِحَفْصٍِعَنِْإِبْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِالَِْْما،ِالأماليِللشيخِالطوسيِالْمُفِِ هِِعَنِْعَلِيِ  ارِثِِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّيدُِعَنِِالتَمَارِِعَنِْمَُُمَدِِبْنِِأَحَْْدَِعَنِْجَدِ 
كِِْرِِاللَِِّفَِِبْنِِدِييَارٍِعَنِِابْنِِعُمَرَِااَلَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص َْيَِِْ ِتُكْثِرُواِالْكَلََمَِبِ كَِثْرَةَََِ كِِْرِِاللَِِّتَ قْسُوِالْقَلْبَِإِنَِأبَْ عَدَِإِنَ َْيَِِْ ِالْكَلََمِِبِ

 .اليَاسِِمِنَِاللَِِّالْقَلْبُِالْقَاسِي

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi – Al Mufeed, from Al Tammar, from Muhammad Bin Ahmad, from 
his grandfather, from Ali Bin Hafs, from Ibrahim Bin Al Haris, from Abdullah Bin Dinar, from Ibn Umar,  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Do not frequent the speech without Zikr of Allah-azwj, for the frequent 
speech without Zikr of Allah-azwj hardens the heart. The remotest of the people from Allah-azwj 
is one of cruel heart’’.30 

 

ِبدَُِللِْعَااِلِِِما،ِالأماليِللشيخِالطوسيِفِيمَاِأوَْصَىِبهِِِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعِإِلََِابيِْهِِع ََ ِلِسَانهَُِِيََِبُنََِإنِهَُِ َْ فَ ْْ ْْنهِِِفَ لْيَ مِنِْأنَِْيَ يْظرَُِفِِشَ
 .هِِوَِلْيَعْرِفِْأهَْلَِزَمَانِِ

(The book) ‘Al Amaali’ of the sheykh Al Tusi –  

‘Among what Amir Al-Momineen-asws had bequeathed with to his-asws son: ‘O my-asws son! 
There is no escape for the intellectual from looking into his own affairs, so let him preserve 
his tongue and let him recognise the people of his time’’.31 

 

كَِلََمِهِ.ِفس،ِتفسيَِالقميِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع ِلِمَنِْأنَْ فَقَِالْفَضْلَِمِنِْمَالهِِِوَِأمَْسَكَِالْفَضْلَِمِنْ  طوََُ

Tafseer Al Qummi –  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Beatitude is for one spending the surplus of his wealth and 
withholding the surplus of his speech’’.32 

 

نَََاةُِِالَِااَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعثو،ِثوابِالأعمالِأَبِِعَنِْسَعْدٍِعَنِْمُعَاوِيةََِبْنِِحُكَيْمٍِعَنِْمُعَمَرِِبْنِِخَلََدٍِعَنِِالر ضَِاِعَنِْأبَيِهِِعِاَِ
ِلِسَانهِِ.الْمُمْمِنِِفِِِحِِ َِ  فْ

                                                      
30 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 28 
31 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 29 
32 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 34 
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(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – My father, from Sa’ad, from Muawiya Bi Hukeym, from Muammar Bin Khallad,  

‘From Al-Reza-asws, from his-asws father-asws having said: ‘Salvation of the Momin is in 
preservation of his tongue’’.33 

 

ِلِسَانهَُِسَتََِْالَلُِّعَوْرتَهَُِِِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعوَِااَلَِأمَِيَُِ ََ  .مَنِْحَفِ

And Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘One who preserves his tongue, Allah-azwj would Veil his 
nakedness (his wickedness)’’.34 

 

عْتُهُِيَ قُولُِشي،ِتفسيَِالعياشيِعَنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِسِيَانٍِعَنِْأَبِِ ِتََْمِلُواِاليَاسَِعَلَىِأَكْتَافِكُمِْإِنَِالَلَِّاتَ قُواِاِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِااَلَِسَِْ لَلَِّوَََِ
كِِتَابهِِِ  .وَِاُولُواِللِياَسِِحُسْياًِِيَ قُولُِفِِ

Tafseer Al Ayyashi – from Abdullah Bin Sinan,  

‘From Abu Abdullah-asws, he (the narrator) said, ‘I heard him-asws saying: ‘Fear Allah-azwj and do 
not load the people upon your shoulders! Allah-azwj is Saying in His-azwj Book: and say to the 
people splendid words [2:83]’’.35 

 

When to speak and when to keep quiet: 

ِبْنُِأَبِِطاَلِبٍِعااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِِ كَِلََمَكَِوَِاعْرضِْهُِعَلَىِالْعَقْلِِوَِِيَنِعَلِيُّ ِلِسَانهِِِفَزنِْ َِ كَِانَِلِلَِِّوَِفِِاللَِِّالْمَرْءُِمََْبُوءٌِتََْ ِالْمَعْرفَِةِِفإَِنْ
َِلِكَِفاَلسُّكُوتُِخَيٌَِْمِيْهُِ كَِانَِغَيََِْ  فَ تَكَلَمِْبهِِِوَِإِنْ

Amir Al-Momineen Ali-asws Bin Abu Talib-asws said: ‘The person is hidden beneath his tongue, 
therefore adorn your speech and present it unto the intellect and the understanding. If it were 
to be for Allah-azwj and regarding Allah-azwj, then speak with it, and if it were to be other than 
that, then the silence is better than it.  

ِمَئُونةًَِوَِأفَْضَلَِمَيْزلَِةًِوَِأعَْظمََِاَدْراًِعِيْدَِاللَِِّمِنَِالْكَِ ََ وََارحِِِعِبَادَةٌِأَخَ ْْ  فِِرِضَىِاللَِِّوَِلِوَجْهِهِِِلََمِِوَِليَْسَِعَلَىِا

There isn’t upon the limbs any (act of) worship of lighter provision, and superior status, and 
mightier worth in the Presence of Allah-azwj than the speech in Satisfaction of Allah-azwj and for 
His-azwj Face.  

                                                      
33 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 36 a 
34 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 36 b 
35 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 79 H 16 
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ِتَ رَىِأنََِالَلَِّعَزَِ ئهِِِوَِنَ عْمَائهِِِفِِعِبَادَةٍِأَََِ وَِبَيْنَِرُسُلِهِِِوَِنَشْرِِآََ ِمَاِأَسَرَِإلِيَْهِمِْمِنِْمَكْيُونََتِِوَِجَلَِلَِِْيََْعَلِْفيِمَاِبَ يْيَهُِ َُ ِيَكْشِ ًً ِمَعْ
ِبِِذََاِأنَهَُِأفَْضَلُِ َِ ِالرُّسُلِِوَِالْأُمَمِِثَ بَ كَِذَلِكَِبَيْنَ ِوَِالْعِبَادَةِِِلْوَسَائلِِِاِعِلْمِهِِوَِمََْزُونََتِِوَحْيِهِِغَيََِْالْكَلََمِِوَ َِ  وَِالْكُلَ

And publicise His-azwj Favours and His-azwj bounties in worship. Don’t you see that Allah-azwj 
Mighty and Majestic did not Make between Him-azwj and His-azwj Rasool-saww a meaning that 
reveals the contents of His-azwj (hidden) Knowledge, and Treasures of His-azwj Revelation that 
He-azwj has Sent other than the (words) speech. And like that it is between the Messengers-as 
and the communities. This proves that it (speech) is the superior of the means, and the 
encumberment, and the worship. 

َْلُِعَلَىِالْعَبْدِِوَِأَسْرعَُِعُقُوبةًَِعِيْدَِاللَِِّوَِأَشَدُّهَاِمَلََمَةًِوَِأعَْجَلُهَِ ِمَعْصِيَةَِأنَْ  كَِذَلِكَََِ  ْْمَةًِعِيْدَِالْْلَْقِِمِيْهُِاِسَِوَ

And like that, there is no (act of) disobedience more irritating upon the servant and quicker 
of Punishment in the Presence of Allah-azwj, and most reprehensible of these, and its most 
toxic in the presence of the people than it.  

ِالْبَاطِنِِ ِمَاِفِِسِرِ  َُ  اسَبُِالْْلَْقُِيَ وْمَِالْقِيَامَةِِوَِعَلَيْهِِيَُُِِوَِاللِ سَانُِتَ رْجُْاَنُِالضَمِيَِِوَِصَاحِبُِخَبََِِالْقَلْبِِوَِبهِِِيَ يْكَشِ

And the tongue is an interpreter of the conscience and companion of news of the heart, and 
by it is uncovered what is in the hidden secrets and based upon it the people will be held 
accountable on the Day of Qiyamah.  

َْيَِِْاللَِِّوَِليَْسَِشَيِْ كَِانَِمِيْهُِلِ  ءٌِأَحَقَِبِطُولِِالسِ جْنِِمِنَِاللِ سَانِِوَِالْكَلََمُِخََْرٌِتُسْكِرُِالْعُقُولَِمَا

And the speech is a wine intoxicating the intellect, whatever from it were to be for other than 
Allah-azwj, and there isn’t anything more deserving with prolonged imprisonment than the 
tongue.  

َِِ ِإِنِِاسْتَطَعْ ِْ ِتَسْكُ ِلِسَانَكَِعَنِْخَبِيثِِالْكَلََمِِوَِفِِغَيَْهََِِِ َْ  ااَلَِبَ عْضُِالُْْكَمَاءِِاحْفَ

One of the wise ones said, ‘Preserve your tongue from the wicked speech, and regarding 
something else, do not be silent if you are able’.  

أَسْراَرهِِِ َْمَاِالسَكِييَةُِفَهِيَِهَيْئَةٌِحَسَيَةٌِرفَِيعَةٌِمِنَِاللَِِّعَزَِوَِجَلَِلِأَهْلِهَاِوَِهُمِْأمَُيَاءُِ  .ِأرَْضِهِِِفِِفَ

As for the tranquillity, it is a beautiful appearance raised from Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic 
for its rightful ones, and they-asws are Trustees of His-azwj secrets in His-azwj earth’’.36 

 

َِْْالْكَلََمُِإِظْهَارُِمَاِفِِاَ لْبِِالْمَرْءِِمِنَِالصَفَِِمص،ِمصباحِالشريعةِااَلَِالصَادِقُِع  هْلِ.اِوَِالْكَدَرِِوَِالْعِلْمِِوَِا

                                                      
36 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 39 b 
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(The book) ‘Misbah Al Sharia’ –  

‘Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘The speech is a manifestation of what is in the heart of a person, from 
cleanness and dirt, and the knowledge and ignorance’’.37 

 

ِأبَََِجَعْفَرٍِعِيَ قُولُِسر،ِالسرائرِابْنُِمَُْبُوبٍِعَِ ُِ  إِنََّاَِشِيعَتيَُاِالْْرُْسُ.ِنِْعَبْدِِاللَِِّبْنِِسِيَانٍِعَنِْأَبِِحَْْزةََِااَلَِسَِْعْ

(The book) ‘Al Saraair’ – Ibn Mahboub, from Abdullah Bin Sinan, from Abu Hamza who said,  

‘I heard Abu Ja’far-asws saying: ‘But rather, our-asws Shias are mutes’’.38 

 

ِبْنُِالُْْسَيْنِِع ِاللِ سَانِِإِكْراَمُهُِعَنِِالْْيََاِوَِتَ عْويِدُهُِالَْْيََِْوَِتَ رْكُِالْفُضُوِِضه،ِروضةِالواعظينِااَلَِعَلِيُّ ِفاَئدَِةَِلَْاَِوَِالْبَُِّحَقُّ لِِالَتََِِِ
 بَِلياَسِِوَِحُسْنُِالْقَوْلِِفِيهِمْ.

(The book) ‘Rowzat Al Waizeen’ –  

‘Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws said: ‘A right of the tongues is to honour it (away) from the betrayal 
(obscenities), and accustom it to the good, and leaving the nonsense which there is no benefit 
for it, and the righteousness with the people, and goodly words among them’’.39 

 

َِاِوَعَدْتَُِْفَلََِتَُِِْوَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص َِاِحَدَثْ تُمِْفَلََِتَكْذِبوُاِوَِإِ يََةِِإِ ْْ ِخِصَالٍِأتََ قَبَلِْلَكُمِْبَِ َِ َِاِائْ تَمَيْتُمِْفَلََِتََوُنوُاِتَ قَبلَُواِليِسِ لِفُواِوَِإِ
كُِفُّواِأيَْدِيَكُمِْوَِألَْسِيَتَكُمْ.ِوَِ  غُضُّواِأبَْصَاركَُمِْوَِاحْفَظُواِفُ رُوجَكُمِْوَ

And Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Accept three characteristics to me-saww, I-saww shall accept the 
Paradise for you all! Whenever you narrate do not be lying, and when you promise do not be 
breaking, and when you are entrusted do not be betraying, and close your eyes and preserve 
your private parts, and restrain your hands and your tongues’’.40 

 

ِتَكُونوُاِعَلَيْيَاِشَيْيِِوَِااَلَِالصَادِقُِع كُِفُِّكُونوُاِليََاِزيَيْاًِوَََِ  وهَاِعَنِِالْفُضُولِِوَِابَِيِ ِالْقَوْلِ.اًِاُولُواِللِيَاسِِحُسْياًِوَِاحْفَظُواِألَْسِيَتَكُمِْوَ

                                                      
37 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 39 a 
38 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 40 
39 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 41 a 
40 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 41 b 
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And Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘Be an adornment for us-asws and do not be a disgrace upon us-asws. 
Speak goodly to the people and preserve your tongues and restrain these from the nonsense 
and ugly words’’.41 

 

ِبهِِِصِرْتَِفِِِوَثََاِهِِفاَخْزُنِْلِسَانَِِوَِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع َِ َِاِتَكَلَمْ َِهَبَكَِوَِوَراَِكَِالْكَلََمُِفِِِوَثََاِكَِمَاِلَِِْتَ تَكَلَمِْبهِِِفإَِ كَِمَاِتََْزُنُِ  كَ

And Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The speech is in your control for as long as you do not talk 
with it. When you do talk with it, you come to be in its control. Therefore, treasure your 
tongue just as you treasure your gold and your silver.  

ِنِِ ِْ كَِلِمَةٍِسَلَبَ كُِلِ هَاِفَ راَئِضَِيَُْتَِفَ رُبَ انهَُِاَدِْفَ رَضَِعَلَىِجَوَارحِِكَ َْ ِتَ عْلَمُِفإَِنَِالَلَِّسُبْ ِتَ قُلِْمَاََِ  جُِّبِِاَِعَلَيْكَِيَ وْمَِالْقِيَامَةِِعْمَةًِوَََِ

Sometimes a word can have a bounty Confiscated, and do not say what you don’t know, for 
Allah-azwj the Glorious has Imposed obligations upon the limbs, all of them, to Argue against 
you on the Day of Qiyamah.  

كَِثرَُِخَطاَؤُهُِ كَِثرَُِخَطاَؤُهُِوَِمَنْ كَِلََمُهُ كَِثرَُ ِعَلَيْهِِنَ فْسُهُِمَنِْأمََرَِعَلَيْهَاِلِسَانهَُِوَِمَنْ ِْ وَِمَنِْاَلَِحَيَاؤُهُِاَلَِوَرَعُهُِوَِمَنِِْلَِحَيَاؤُهُِاَِِهَانَ
 اَلَِوَرَعُهُِمَاتَِاَ لْبُهُِوَِمَنِْمَاتَِاَ لْبُهُِدَخَلَِاليَارَ.

His soul is debased upon him, one whose tongue governs upon him. He has slandered upon 
himself, the one who ordered his tongue upon it, and the one whose talk is a more his 
mistakes would be more, and one whose mistakes are more, his shame would be little, and 
one whose shame is little, his devoutness would be little, and the one whose devoutness is 
less his heart dies, and the one whose heart is dead would enter the Fire’’.42 

 

Comfort and affection of the Tongue: 

نْسَانِ.ِجع،ِجامعِالأخبارِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص نْسَانِِفِِحَبْسِِاللِ سَانِِوَِااَلَِحَبْسُِاللِ سَانِِسَلََمَةُِالْإِ  راَحَةُِالْإِ

(The book) ‘Jamie Al Akhbar’ –  

‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Comfort of the human being is in withholding the tongue’. And he-saww 
said: ‘Withholding of the tongue is safety for the human being’’.43 

 

                                                      
41 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 41 c 
42 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 41 d 
43 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 42 a 
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نْسَانِِمِنَِاللِ سَانِ.ِوَِااَلَِع  بَلََءُِالْإِ

And he-asws said: ‘Affliction of the human being is from the tongue’’.44 

 

ِاللِ سَانِ.ِوَِااَلَِع َِ نْسَانِِفِِِحِفْ  سَلََمَةُِالْإِ

And he-asws said: ‘Safety of the human being is in preserving the tongue’’.45 

 

مُوكََلٌِبَِلْمَيْطِقِِوَِِوَِااَلَِع اَةُِاللِ سَانِِرأَْسُِالْمَالِِوَِااَلَِعِالْبَلََءُِ .ااَلَِعِفِتْيَةُِاللِ سَانِِأَشَدُِّمِنِْضََََِِِ َِ  رْبِِالسَيْ

And he-asws said: ‘Fluency of the tongue is the capital wealth’. And he-asws said: ‘The affliction 
is allocated with the speaking’. And he-asws said: ‘Fitna of the tongue is severer than a strike of 
the sword’’.46 

 

ِمِنِْضَرْبِِالسِ يَانِ.ِوَِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِع  ضَرْبُِاللِ سَانِِأَشَدُّ

And Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘Strike of the tongue is severer than strike of the blades’’.47 

 

ِلِِِوَِااَلَِالصَادِقُِع َِ  سَانهِِ.نَََاةُِالْمَرْءِِفِِِحِفْ

And Al-Sadiq-asws said: ‘Salvation of the person is in preserving his tongue’’.48 

 

ِمَنِْخَافَِالياَسُِلِسَانهَُِفَ هُوَِمِنِْأهَْلِِالياَرِ.ِااَلَِاليَبُِِِّصِفِِالْوَصِيَةِِلِعَلِيٍِ  يََِعَلِيُّ

The Prophet-saww said in a bequest to Ali-asws: ‘O Ali-asws! One whom the people fear his tongue, 
so he is from people of the Fire’’.49 

 

                                                      
44 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 42 b 
45 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 42 c 
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48 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 42 f 
49 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 68 - The book of Eman and Kufr - Ch 78 H 42 g 
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َِبْذَبهِِِِمَنِْتقُِيَِِوَِااَلَِرَسُولُِاللَِِّص يََةَ.ِمِنِْمَئُونةَِِلَقْلَقِهِِوَِاَ بْقَبِهِِوَِ ْْ  دَخَلَِا

And Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘One who guards from provisions of his anxiety, and his anger and 
his hesitation will enter the Paradise’’.50 

 

ِلِمَنِْأنَْ فَقَِفَضَلََتِِمَالهِِِوَِأمَْسَكَِفَضَلََتِِلِسَانهِِ.ِوَِااَلَِص  طُوََ

And he-saww said: ‘Beatitude is for one who spends the surpluses of his wealth and withholds 
from the surpluses of his tongue’’.51 

 

ِيَسْتَقِيمُِإِيَاَنُِعَبْدٍِحَتََِّيَسْتَقِيمَِاَ لْبُهُِوَََِِِوَِااَلَِص كُِلِ ِااَئِلٍِوَِااَلَََِ  .ِيَسْتَقِيمُِاَ لْبُهُِحَتََِّيَسْتَقِيمَِلِسَانهُُِإِنَِالَلَِّتَ عَالََِعِيْدَِلِسَانِ

And he-saww said: ‘Allah-azwj the Exalted is with the tongue of every speaker’. And he-saww said: 
‘The Eman of a servant will not be straight until his heart is straight, and his heart will not be 
straight until his tongue is straight’’.52 

 

Do not Say all what you know: 

كُِلَِمَاِِختص،ِالإختصاص ِتَ قُلْ ِتَ عْلَمُِبلَََِْ ِتَ قُلِْمَاََِ بيِْهِِمَُُمَدِِبْنِِالْْيََفِيَةََِِ  .عْلَمُِت َِااَلَِأمَِيَُِالْمُمْمِيِيَنِعَِِ

(The book) ‘Al Ikhtisas’ – Amir Al-Momineen-asws said to his-asws son Muhammad Bin Al-
Hanafiya: ‘Do not say what you do not know, but do not say all what you do know’’.53 

 

Showing tolerance for other’s lack of Speech: 

كِتابِحسينِبنِسعيدِوِاليوادرِمَُُمَدُِبْنُِسِيَانٍِعَنِِابْنِِمُسْكَانَِعَنِِالصَيْقَلِِااَلَ  ِعِيْدَِأَبِِِِين، ُِ الِساًِفَ بَعَثَِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِجَِكُيْ
َُُِرَجَعَِفَجَعَلَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِيَسْتَفْهِمُهُِا فِِحَاجَةٍِإِلََِرَجُلٍِفاَنْطلََقَِ لَهُِأعَْجَمِي اًِ ِيَ فْهَمُهُِمِراَراًِااَلََِِْْغُلََماًِ ُْلََمََُِ وَابَِوَِجَعَلَِالْ

ِي َِ ِيَ تَعَبََُِلِسَانهُُِوَََِ ْْضَبُِعَلَيْهِِفَ لَمَاِرأَيَْ تُهََُِ ِأنََِأبَََِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِسَيَ ُِ  فْهَمُهُِظيََيْ

The book of Husayn Bin Saeed, and ‘Al Nawadir’ – Muhammad Bin Sinan, from Ibn Muskan, from Al Sayqal who 
said,  
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‘I was seated in the presence of Abu Abdullah-asws. He-asws sent a Persian slave of his-asws 
regarding a need to a man. He went, then returned. Abu Abdullah-asws went on to make him 
understand the answer, and the slave could not understand it repeatedly. When I saw him 
not expressing his tongue nor understanding him-asws, I thought that Abu Abdullah-asws will be 
getting angry upon him’. 

ِعَيِيَِاللِ سَانِِفَمَِ َِ كُِيْ َُُِااَلَِأمََاِوَِاللَِِّلئَِنْ َُُِااَلَِإِنَِالْْيََاءَِوَِالْعِيَِعِيُِّاِأَِااَلَِوَِأَحَدَِأبَوُِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِاليَظرََِإلِيَْهِِ ِالْقَلْبِِ ِبعَِيِيِ  َِ ِنْ
شُِوَِالْبَذَاءُِوَِالسَلََطةَُِمِنَِاليِ فَاقِِ ْْ يَاَنِِوَِالْفُ ِالْقَلْبِِمِنَِالْإِ ِعِيُّ  .اللِ سَانََِِ

He (the narrator) said, ‘And Abu Abdullah-asws looked sharply at him (slave), then said: ‘But, 
by Allah-azwj! Even if you are defective of tongue, you are not defective of the heart!’ Then 
he-asws said: ‘The shame and the defect, are defects of the tongue, not defects of the heart 
from the Eman, while the immorality, and the obscenity, and the disrespect is from the 
hypocrisy’’.54 

 

Slip of a tongue: 

ِبْنِِالْمُعَلَِ ِعَنِْعَلِيِ  ِعَنِِالثقََفِيِ  ِعَنِِالْقَاسَاني ِ هِِعَنِِالْبََاِْيِ  ىِعَنِْإبِْ راَهِيمَِبْنِِالَْْطاَبِِرَفَ عَهُِإِلََِأَبِِع،ِعللِالشرائعِمَاجِيلَوَيْهِِعَنِْعَمِ 
كَِلِمَةُِجَفَِِعَبْدِِاللَِِّعِااَلَ  ِمِنِْأَحَدكُِمْ ِْ َِاِأفَْ لَتَ ِعَلَيْهِِوَِتُ يْسَىِتلِْكَِاءٍِيََاَفُِمِيْهَاِعَلَىِنَ فْسِهِِفَ لْيتُْبِعْهَاِبِكَلِمَةٍِتُ عْجَِإِ َُ  .بُِمِيْهَاِتَُْفَ

(The book) ‘Ilal Al Sharaie’ – Majayawiya, from his uncle, from Al Barqy, from Al Qasany, from Al Saqafy, from Ali 
Bin Al Moalla, from Ibrahim Bin Al Khattab,  

‘Raising it to Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘If a slanderous word slips out from one of you and 
he fears from it upon himself, let him follow it up with a word there will be fascination from 
it. It will be preserved upon him, and that one will be forgotten’’.55 
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