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In the Name of Allah??i the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah® Lord??i of the Worlds, and
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad™=*"" and his*®*" Purified Progeny®"s, and greetings with abundant
greetings.
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Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations
(Bid’ah)

Summary:

Each day we find something new embraces our socio-religious practices, initially coming
from the fashion industry as promoted by a celebrity in a festival/movie. This, at the start, is
considered unusual and expensive and is cautiously observed by the society. However, it is
passionately adopted by the rich and notables - inspiring less well-offs and gradually finding
its way into the norms of the general public with counterfeits. Thus, attains widespread
adoption or at least ‘flavour of the month’, until the arrival of the next one, some of these
end-up as a permanent feature of our lives.

Some, among many examples, are dragging long dresses on the floor, man wearing orange-
coloured outfits, wearing pointed shoes, singing and dancing in mixed gender celebrations
and the list goes on..... How could one resist and detest these trends since everyone seems
to be following? The best defence would be to educate ourselves, once we know the views
of those®"s - who we love and adore more than the lives of our parents and children, have
abhorred an innovation (Bid’ah), we would certainly look down upon whatever society puts
forwards if it is denounced by the Rasool-Allah=®"W and his*®"W pure progeny (the Ahl Al-
Bayt™®Ys). And this is the purpose of this article to highlight the importance of acting upon
the Sunnah (traditions) of Masomeen@%s, Prior to that we review some Ahadith which
reject the above-mentioned innovations.
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Ahadith denouncing some of the prevailing
Innovations:
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(I heard Ali®¥s saying: In a lengthy Hadith) And as for which are from manners of the people
of (Prophet) Lut™ — were dragging the trouser, and loosening the trouser from the cloak and
the shirt” (letting trouser drag on the floor).!
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?V¥s that the Prophet™=®"* advised a man from the Clan
of Tameem so he™®V¥ said to him: ‘Beware of letting the trousers and the shirt to drag, for
that is from the fancifulness and Allah-*" does not Love the fanciful’.?
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(Amir ul-Momineen?"s said in a lengthy Hadith): Do not take to the pointed (shoes) for it is
a shoe of Pharaoh™@, and he'@ was the first one to wear the pointed shoes. (An extract)?
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‘From Al-Sadig®"s having said: ‘The Prophet*®¥ said to Ali*"s: ‘Beware of wearing the ring
of gold, for it is (to be) your ornament in the Paradise, and beware of wearing the orange
(priestly clothes), and beware of riding on the red (silk & brocade material for saddling), for
is it from the saddles of Satan™’ .4
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1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 66 H 10

2 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 12 H 5
394 10 <10z (o - L) HIgIl e

4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch55H 6
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan®"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"¥ said: ‘Whenever the man rides the
animal (transport), so he names (Allah®?¥), an Angel rides behind him, protecting him until
he descends.
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When he rides and does not name (Allah?¥i — recites Bismillah), Satan™ rides behind him.
He says to him, ‘Sing!” If he says, ‘l am not good (at singing)’. He says, ‘Wish (for it)!" He
does not cease to which until he descends’ — (Hence one must not listen to the music while
travelling - (An extract).’
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‘I heard Abu Ja’far?®"“s saying, ”;E&j\' the singing (music) is from what Allah***/ Mighty and

Majestic has Promised the Fire over it’, and he™®"* recited this Verse [31:6] And from the
people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way without
knowledge, and to take it for a mockery; these shall have an abasing Punishment’ .°
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah™@"s saying: ‘Striking the two drumsticks grows the hypocrisy in the
heart just as the water grows the vegetation’.’

The Treats of a praiseworthy believer:

Wadll Blesl g i 2 Al 53

5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 55 H 25
6 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 4
7 Al Kafi — V 6 — The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 20
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(Amir ul-Momineen@"* said - Nahjul Balagha) And he™®"s said: ‘Beatitude is for one who is
humble in his soul, and his earnings are good, and his heart is righteous, and his manners
are excellent, and he spends from the surplus of his wealth, and withholds the surplus from
his tongue, and isolates his evil away from the people, and his striving is the Sunnah, and he
does not attribute (support) to an innovation Bid’ah)”.®

The Sunnah is of two types:
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Abu Abdullah?"Ys, from his@"s forefathers®"s having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen?*"* said: ‘The
Sunnah are two (types of) Sunnah — A Sunnah regarding an Obligation, the taking by it is
guidance and the neglecting it is a straying; and a Sunnah regarding other than an
Obligation, the taking by it is a merit but there is no harm if one is unable to practise’.’

How do we get to know the Sunnah? It’s from Ahadith;
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And he (Ali Amir ul-Momineen?") said: ‘Understand the Hadeeth when you hear it - the
understanding of a follower (but) not understanding of a reporter, for the reporters of the
knowledge are many, but its followers are few”.*°

Finally, how one gets trapped into Bid’ah and how to recognise it and avert falling into it.
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Abu Ja'far®"“s says that Amir-Al-Momineen?"* addressed the people: ‘O you people! But
rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (Strife) is from the following of the
desires, and rulings which have been innovated, in which the Speech of Allah3*¥ is opposed,
in which a man emulates (does Tagleed) of a man. And if the falsehood was pure, the one

8 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 123
9 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 12
10 Nahj Al Balagah — Saying 98
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with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was pure, there would be no differing.
But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so they mix up the two and come with
these two. So, it is over that, the Satan™ enchains his'™ friends, those for whom the
goodness has preceded from Allah??¥ attain salvation (21:101)’.1

1L Al Mahaasin =V 1 Bk 5 H 74, 54 ‘o «1z «(dwdudl - b) 38U
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Introduction:

We must adhere to Sunnah, as much as possible, our acts of worships, prayers as well as our
social life-style - all need to be in accordance with Sunnabh, i.e., the traditions of Rasool Allah"
saWW and Ahl Al-Bayt2s%s,

Sunnah of Rasool Allah=®*" would never change due to the fact the Sunnah of Allah-#¥ does
not change, e.g., Allah®¥ Says in the Holy Quran:

(62} Sus d0 20 38 5.5 3 e o g M
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Being a Sunnah of Allah regarding those who have gone before, and you will never find
any alteration in the Sunnah of Allah [33:62]

Also, Allah?¥i Says at another place in the Holy Quran:
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Behaving arrogantly in the earth and plotting the evil, and the evil plot does not affect any
except its perpetrators. So, are they awaiting except for the ways of the former ones? You
will never find a replacement in the Sunnah of Allah, and you will never find an alteration
in the Sunnah of Allah [35:43]
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Al-Dilhat, a slave of Al-Reza®"“* who said, ‘I heard Al-Reza®"* saying: ‘A Momin cannot
happen to be (a Momin) until there happen to be three characteristics in him — a Sunnah
from his Lord?™, and a Sunnah from His?*" Prophet®®"%, and a Sunnah from His?2"
Guardian™@"s (Imam).

Jst & o a Y Tast a e el S0 Ctidle s 5 % 0 J6 g OS5 2 H2 GG
So, as for the Sunnah from his Lord??, so it is the concealment of His#" Secrets. Allah22%
Mighty and Majestic Says [72:26] The Knower of the unseen! So He does not Reveal His

secrets to any, [72:27] Except to him whom He chooses from the Messenger.
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And as for the Sunnah from His®% Prophet™®%, so it is the politeness with the people, for
Allah®% Mighty and Majestic Commanded His®" Prophet*®¥ with being polite with the
people, so He®V Said [7:199] Take to Forgiveness and enjoin good and turn aside from the
ignorant. And as for the Sunnah of His®% Guardian®"s, so it is the patience during the
destitution and the adversities’.'?

One Must not oppose a Sunnah:

<@
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah?"s saying: ‘The one who opposes the Book of Allah®" and the
Sunnah of Muhammad=®¥, so he has disbelieved’.!3

R S Je S0 a0 5 Y U o 555 e A 23 s e BT B il 2 5 Ak s 28

(In a lengthy Hadith, the narrator says, he asked from Imam Jafar e Sadiq®"*): | said, ‘May |
be sacrificed for you%s! And if | was strong enough upon more than this, would Allah32
Punish me upon the more Salats?” So he®%s said: ‘No, but He?® would Punish upon
neglecting the Sunnah’ (An extract).

All what is required is in the Book and in the Sunnah:

We have no excuse, as all that which we need to know for acting upon the Sunnah are given
in the Book and Sunnah:
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‘| heard him™@¥s saying: ‘There is none from the things except that with regards to it -there is
(something in the) Book or a Sunnah’.?>

12 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 99 H 39

13 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH21H 6
14 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Salat CH 84 H 5

15 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 20 H 4
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The Valuable knowledge:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa"s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah*®"¥ entered
the Masjid, so there was a group which had encircled a man. So he™®"% said: ‘What is this
one?’ So it was said: ‘(He is an) Allama’. So he*®"" said: ‘And what is an Allama?’ So they
said to him*®¥, ‘The most knowledgeable of the people with the lineages of the Arabs and
their events, and the days of the Ignorance (pre-Islamic period), and the poetry of the
Arabs’.

<
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He 3% said: ‘So the Prophet™®"Y said: ‘That is a knowledge neither harming the one who is
ignorant of it, nor does it benefit the one who knows it’. Then the Prophet™®W said: ‘But
rather, the knowledge is of three (types) — A Decisive Verse, or a just Obligation, or an
established Sunnah; and whatever is besides these, so it is ‘Tk&d useless’.16

Opinions can never find the Sunnah:
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah@%s, ‘Things (certain matters) are referred to us, neither do we
recognise these in the Book of Allah®™¥ not Sunnah. So can we apply our opinion in these?’

16 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH2 H 1
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So he™®"s said: ‘No, but if you are correct, you will not be Rewarded (for being correct), and
if you err, you would have lied against Allah?*l Mighty and Majestic’.%’

Sunnah cannot be analogized:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah?"Ys having said: ‘The Sunnah cannot be
analogized. Can you not see that the woman fulfils her Fasts but she does not fulfil her
Salat? O Aban! The Sunnah, when analogised, obliterates (demolishes) the Religion’.'8

An Innovation kills a Sunnah:
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Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn ‘Ubayd from Yunus from Hariz from Zurara who has
said:

‘Once | asked Imam Abu ‘Abdullah®"s, recipient of divine supreme covenant, about lawful
and unlawful matters and he said, ‘Whatever the Holy Prophet=s®"¥, recipient of divine
supreme covenant, has made lawful will remain lawful forever until the Day of Judgement
and whatever he*®"" has made unlawful will remain unlawful forever until the Day of
Judgement. There will be no one other than him=2"" and there will come no one other than
himsaW'’' He said that Imam Ali®" has said, ‘No one has established any innovation
(Bid’ah - heresy) without abandoning (killing) an established noble Sunnah (tradition of
Rasool Allahs2ww) 13
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17 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 19 H 11
18 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 19 H 15
1% A-Kafi, Vol. 1, H 175, Ch. 19, h19
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Rasool Allah*®"¥ said (in a lengthy Hadith), ‘Never start a practice based on an innovation;
for a man who initiates a bad practice will incur its sin and the sins of the people who
imitate him.’20
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‘Amir Al-Momineen®"Ys said: ‘What is the matter with a people who are changing the
Sunnah of Rasool-Allah™®% and are turning away from his*®W bequest? Are they not
fearing that the Punishment might descend upon them?’
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Then he®"s recited the Verse [14:28] Have you not seen those who have changed Allah's
Favour for ungratefulness and made their people to alight into the abode of perdition
[14:29] into Hell?’
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Then he s said: ‘We®"s are the Favour which Allah®"i has Favoured with upon His@2"i
servants, and with us®%s will be the successful ones, who would succeed on the Day of
Judgment’.2!

Deeds are (only) accepted if performed in accordance
with Sunnah:
wffwayu“f;@%‘ﬁ#awfféw‘b‘é‘waMfﬂ;& hall sl JLY)
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Al-Amali Al-Sheikh Al-Toosi, Ibn Mukhladin, from Mohammed lbn Abd ul Wahid Al-Nahawi, from Musa lbn
Suhail Al-Washai, from Ismail lbn Uliya from Younis Ibn Ubbaid from Al-Hassan who said:

Rasool Allah=a"" said, ‘Little worship following a correct [Prophetic] Sunnah is better than a
lot of worship following an innovation.’??

20 104 :UD 574C 5(&:—\‘9& - Jo) )‘jj)")l;q
21 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH27 H 1
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‘Ali@Ws Bin Al-Husayn2%s said: ‘The most superior of the deeds in the Presence of Allah? is
what is performed by (following) the Sunnah, and even though it may be little’.?
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(Imam) Ja’far®"%s, from his@®%“s forefathers®%s, from Amir Al-Momineen®%* having said:
‘Rasool-Allah®"¥ said: ‘There is no word except with the deed, and there is neither a word
nor a deed except with an intention, and there is neither a word nor a deed nor an intention
except with attaining the Sunnah’.?
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Abu Ja’far®¥s said: Everyone has inclination towards desires and reluctance towards good
deeds. So, a person would be successful if he performs deeds, even at reduced level, but in
accordance with the Sunnah. However, he would go astray if he strives in the direction of
innovations.?>

e
N

u&dwdé&u}uw\°mu9ﬁédi&jdwdé&uﬁujjd\muﬁ :J:c"\";;:dgé'/c
AT AN TS JfJu(fm\@&){a»%s&;&séﬁggjy{gé;@j;

Abu Ja’far®%s has said: ‘Whoever goes against the Sunnah, he must be made to return to
the Sunnah.?®
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23 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH21 H 7
24 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH21 H 9
25 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 10
26 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 11
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far?%s having said: ‘Rasool-Allah™®"¥ said: ‘Indeed! Every
worship has a vigour, then it comes to the nature. So the one who becomes vigorous in his
worship to my*™"Y Sunnah, so he has been Guided, and the one who opposes my“saWw
Sunnah, so he has strayed, and his deeds would be in ruination. As for me2%W, |@WW pray
Salat, and sleep, and Fast, and break the Fast, and smile, and cry. So the one who turns
away from my "% Manifesto and my*2*" Sunnah, so he is not from me=aWwW’,

VRS sk A5 g8 ol g e wsdy 06

And he@%s said: ‘Suffice with death as an exhortation, and suffice with the conviction as
affluence, and suffice with the worship as a pre-occupation’.?’

The Difference between the Sunnah, innovation,
union and deviation:
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A man went to see Ameer ul-Momineen®"s and said: "What does tradition, innovation,
union and deviation mean?" Ameer ul-Momineen®"s replied: "Tradition refers to the way of
living that Rasool Allah=2%Y has prescribed (demonstrated by acting upon). Innovation refers
to ways that have been proposed after the Prophet=@¥W, Union refers to the assembly of a
group of people who believe in Allah?™, even if they are few in number, and deviation
refers to following what is wrong, even if the number of such followers is large."?8

And Amir ul-Momineen™%s also said, in another Sermon:

f
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27 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH44 H 1
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Among all the people the most detested before Allah? are two persons. One is he who is
devoted to his self (with his own religious ideas). So, he is deviated from the true path and
loves speaking about (foul) innovations and inviting towards wrong path. He is therefore a
nuisance for those who are enamoured of him, is himself misled from the guidance of those
preceding him, misleads those who follow him in his life or after his death, carries the
weight of others’ sins and is entangled in his own misdeeds.
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The other man is he who has picked up ignorance. He moves among the ignorant, is
senseless in the thick of mischief and is blind to the advantages of peace. Those resembling
like men have named him scholar but he is not so. He goes out early morning to collect
things whose deficiency is better than plenty, till when he has quenched his thirst from
polluted water and acquired meaningless things, he sits among the people as a judge
responsible for solving whatever is confusing to the others.

If an ambiguous problem is presented before him he manages shabby argument about it of
his own accord and passes judgement on its basis. In this way he is entangled in the
confusion of doubts as in the spider’s web, not knowing whether he was right or wrong. If
he is right he fears lest he erred, while if he is wrong he hopes he is right. He is ignorant,
wandering astray in ignorance and riding on carriages aimlessly moving in darkness. He did
not try to find reality of knowledge. He scatters the traditions as the wind scatters the dry
leaves.
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By Allah®™, he is not capable of solving the problems that come to him nor is fit for the
position assigned to him. Whatever he does not know he does not regard it worth knowing.
He does not realise that what is beyond his reach is within the reach of others. If anything is
not clear to him he keeps quiet over it because he knows his own ignorance. Lost lives are
crying against his unjust verdicts, and properties (that have been wrongly disposed of) are
grumbling against him.

\

& J)

-

[ ”\ Yjﬁ;j)’byk;ub\u&\ ‘ WM‘YWQ}J}IJ‘YL@"'QMMJ‘jQ
Jg.,uu“;,{ dj,.;\wjg\ra.u\b canplss B2 13 S e W BT Y

Page 15 of 26




Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations (Bid’ah) www.hubeali.com

| complain to Allah??¥ about persons who live ignorant and die misguided. For them nothing
is more worthless than the Qur’an if it is recited as it should be recited, nor anything more
valuable than the Qur’an if its verses are removed from their places, nor anything more
vicious than virtue nor more virtuous than vice.?’

The grave situation reflecting affairs of our time:
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Mohammed through a long chain of narrators says:

Imam Al-Askari®"s said to Abi Hisham Al-Jaffari: Oh Abi Hisham! There will be a time when
people seem to be happy, but their hearts are full of distress. The true Sunnah among them
is described as an innovation; an innovation among them is called a Sunnah. A true believer
among them is humiliated; a known heretic among them is highly respected. The ones who
rule them are tyrants. Their scholars walk towards the gates of darkness. The wealthy
people among them steal from their poor ones. The young ones are more esteemed than
the elderly. Any ignorant will be taken as an expert scholar. People will not be able to
distinguish between the faithful and the unfaithful. People will not be able to distinguish
between human wolves and human sheep. Their scholars are the worst of Allah’s creation
ever because they are inclined towards Philosophy and Sufism. By Allah! Those are the ones
who bring aggression and corruption into Islam. They take our Shia astray. If they secure a
high position, they will not get enough from corruption; if they do not, their acts of worship
are nothing but pretence. They are the bandits on the ways of the believers. They are the
ones who call for the path of the disbelievers. Beware them! Keep your faith secure from
them! Safeguard your faith from them! Oh, Abi Hashim! This had been told to me by my
forefathers, so keep what | told you safe and reveal it appropriately.3?

Some additional Ahadith on the topic are included in Appendices | and II.
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APPENDIX |

When people mix Ahadith with their own words
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‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah™"s, and a man from the people of Syria arrived to
him?%s_ So he said, ‘1 am a man who is a master of theology, and jurisprudence, and the
Obligations (a high priest), and | have come to debate your?*s companions’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"%s said: ‘Is you speech from the words of Rasool-Allah®®"%, or from
yourself?” So he said, ‘From the words of Rasool-Allah*®% and from myself’. So Abu
Abdullah@"s said: ‘So then you are a partner of Rasool-Allah=@¥" He said, ‘No’. He®"s said:
‘So you hear the Revelation from Allah?*¥ Mighty and Majestic Informing you?’ He said,
‘No’. He®"s said: ‘So is obedience to you Obligated, just as the obedience to Rasool-Allah
saWW is Obligated?’ He said, ‘No’.
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So, Abu Abdullah®%s turned towards me and said: ‘O Yunus Bin Yaqoub! This one has
debated against himself before he even spoke’. Then he™®"s said: ‘O Yunus! If you are good
at speaking, speak to him’. Yunus said, ‘Alas, at the regret of it’. So | said, ‘May | be sacrificed
for you@%s! | heard you®%s forbidding from the speaking, and you®%s were saying: ‘Woe be
on the companions of the speech who are saying, ‘This is guiding/deliverance and this is not
guiding, and this is drifting and this is not drifting, and this we understand it and this we do
not understand it’. So Abu Abdullah®%s said: ‘But rather, 1% said: ‘So woe be unto them if
they are neglecting what 1" am saying and are going to whatever they are wanting to go

’

to'".
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Then he®Ys said to me: ‘Go out to the door and look for the one you see from the speakers
and bring him in’. He (the narrator) said, ‘So | brought in Humran Bin Ayn, and he was good
of the speech, and | brought in Al-Ahowl and he was good of the speech, and | brought in
Hisham Bin Salim and he was good of the speech, and | brought in Qays Bin Al-Masir and he
was, in my presence, the best of them in speech, and he had learnt the speech from Ali Bin
Al-HusaynsWs,

e 450 g b o o e o L S g (5 (ol e ) B0 1 0S5 ol 4 s U
380 5 5 fes JUE 4 o 52056 6 5 i (Ol ke ) B 4T 22 06

So when the gatherers sat down, and it was so that Abu Abdullah®*s, before the Hajj, used
to hold gatherings for days in a mountain by the side of the Sanctuary inside a tent struck
for him?¥s_ So Abu Abdullah®"s brought out his@%* head from his@%s tent, and there was a
camel growling. So he s said, ‘Hisham! By the Lord?*i of the Kabah!’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So we thought that Hisham was a man from the children of Aqeel for
whom he™®"s had intense love for. Hisham Bin Al-Hakam arrived and he was the first who
had sprouted his beard, and there wasn’t among us anyone except he was older in age than
him. So Abu Abdullah®"* made space for him as said, ‘He helps us by his heart, and his
tongue, and his hands’.
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Then he™®"Ys said: ‘O Humran! Speak to the man’. So he spoke to him and was victorious over
him. Then he™®"s said: ‘O Taaqy (Al-Ahowl)! Speak to him’. So he spoke to him and Al Ahowl
was victorious over him. Then he™®"s said: ‘O Hisham Bin Salim! Speak to him’. So they were
both equal. Then Abu Abdullah®"* said to Qays Al-Masir: ‘Speak to him!’. So he spoke to
him, and Abu Abdullah®%s Jaughed due to both their speeches from what had hit the Syrian,
and he®"s said to the Syrian: ‘Speak to this boy’, meaning Hisham Bin Al-Hakam. So he said,
‘Yes’.
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So he said to Hisham, ‘O boy! Ask me regarding the Imamate of this one®"“*. So Hisham got
angered to the extent that he trembled, then said to the Syrian, ‘O you! Is your Lord??
Watching over His®® creatures or are the creatures watching out for themselves?’ So the
Syrian said, ‘But, my Lord®" Looks after His#" creatures’. He said, ‘So what is that which
He?™i Does by His®" Look out for them?’ He said, ‘He®™ Established a Divine Authority
and evidence, lest they be disunited or differ, so he would unite them and inform them of
the Impositions of their Lord 22,
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He (Hisham) said, ‘So who is he?’ He said, ‘Rasool-Allah=@""'  Hisham said, ‘So, after Rasool-
Allah=2ww?” He said, ‘The Book and the Sunnah’. Hisham said, ‘So would the Book and the
Sunnah benefit us today in sorting out the differing from us?’ The Syrian said, ‘Yes’. He said,
‘Why (then) are we differing, me and you, and you have come to us from Syrian regarding
the differences among you (and us)?’
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He (the narrator) said, ‘So the Syrian was silent, and Abu Abdullah®** said to the Syrian,
‘What is the matter with you, you are not speaking?’ The Syrian said, ‘If | were to say that
we do not differ, | would be lying, and if | were to say that the Book and the Sunnah have
both sorted the differences from us, it would be invalid, because they both carry the
(various) aspects, and if | were to say that we have differed and each one of us is claiming
the Truth, so the Book and the Sunnah would not benefit us except if there is for me, this
Divine Authority over it’.
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So Abu Abdullah®"s said, ‘Ask him. You will find him full (of knowledge)’. So the Syrian said,
‘O you! Who watches out for the creatures, is it their Lord?®% or they themselves?’ So
Hisham said, ‘Their Lord®" Watches out more for them than they do themselves’. So the
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Syrian said, ‘So does He?™i Establish for them the one®"s who would gather their speeches
(to be in unison) and he®%s would inform them of their rights from their wrongs?’ Hisham
said, ‘During the time of Rasool-Allah™*®"¥, or at the moment?’ The Syrian said: ‘During the
time of Rasool-Allah™*®"¥, and at the moment, who?’ So Hisham said, ‘This here is the guide"
asws to whom the riders travel and he?®"Ys informs us with the news of the sky and the earth,
and is an inheritor from a father®"“s, and from a grandfatherasw~,
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The Syrian said, ‘So how would it be for me that | would come to know that?’ Hisham said,
‘Ask him@"s about whatever comes to you’. The Syrian said, ‘My excuses are cut off, so
upon me is the question’. So Abu Abdullah®"s said: ‘O Syrian! 1" shall inform you how
your journey was, and how your travel path was. It was such and such’. So the Syrian turned
facing, saying, ‘You™%s speak the truth. | submit to Allah®*"l (become Muslim) this very
moment’. So Abu Abdullah®"%s said: ‘But, at the moment, you believe in Allah#?¥, Al-Islam is
before the Eman, and upon it they (people) are inheriting and are marrying, and (as for) the
Eman, upon it they are being Rewarded’.
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So the Syrian said, ‘You™"s speak the truth. So I, at this moment, testify that there is no god
except Allah®, and that Muhammad™=2"¥ is Rasool-Allah***%, and you*"* are a successor
asws of the successors™W?,
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Then Abu Abdullah@¥s turned towards Humran and he s said, ‘You should flow the speech
upon the Hadeeth, so you would be correct’. And he®"* turned towards Hisham Bin Salim
and he®%s said, ‘You intend the Hadeeth but you do not recognise it’. Then he®"* turned
towards Al-Ahowl and he™®"* said: ‘You analogise, dodging (issues), breaking the falsehood
with the falsehood, except that your falsehood was victorious’. Then he®%s turned towards
Qays Al-Masir and he®" said: ‘You spoke, and you were as close as you can happen to be
from the Hadeeth from Rasool-Allah™®"% (while using a method) as remote as can happen to
be from him*®%, You mix the Truth with the falsehood, and the little of the Truth can
suffice from the lot of falsehood. You and Al-Ahowl! are both manoeuvring around skilfully’.
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Yunus said, ‘So | thought, ‘By Allah®™, he®"s would be saying to Hisham close to what he
aWs said to them both’. Then he®"* said: ‘O Hisham! You almost fall down, tangling your
legs. When you hit the ground, you fly off (like a bird). The likes of you, so let him speak to
the people. But fear the slips, and the intercession is from behind it, if Allah?*¥ so Desires’.>3

33 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH1 H 4
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APPENDIX Il

Sermon of Amir ul-Momineen®%s on changing of
Sunnah:
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Hamaad Bin Isa, from Ibrahim Bin Usman, from Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilaly
who said:

‘Amir-ul-Momineen s preached, so he"s Praised Allah?** and Extolled Him®", then sent
greetings of peace ‘Salam’ upon the Prophet=®"¥, then said: ‘Indeed! From the fears what I
asws fear for you are two categories — following of desires and long hopes. As for the
following of desires, so it will sway you away from the truth, and as for the long hopes, so
they will make you forget the Hereafter.
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Indeed! The world has moved backwards (away from you) and that the Hereafter has
moved forward (towards you), and for each of these are sons. So become from the sons of
the Hereafter and do not become from the sons of the world, for today is the day of the
deeds and there is no Reckoning, but tomorrow is the (day of) Reckoning and no (room to
perform) deeds.

However, the commencement of the strife ‘Fitna’ occurs from the following of desires, and
(the man made) rules are followed in opposition to the Commands of Allah®?%, so that a
man would rule over a man (using these rules).
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Indeed! Surely the truth, had it been pure, there would have been no differing, and had the
falsehood been pure, there would have been no fear about the one with the proof, but they
take a fistful from this and a fistful from this, so they are mixed together. So that is where
the Satan™ rules over his™ friends, and the ones for whom goodness has preceded from
Allah??i escape from this.
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Isws heard the Messenger=*®"" of Allah-#?"i saying: ‘How will your condition be when you are
clothed in ‘Fitna’ (strife) in which the young ones will grow older while the adults would
become elderly. The people will flow towards it (fitna) and take it as a Sunnah. So if
something is altered therein, they will say, ‘The Sunnah has been altered’, and the people
would have become deniers. Then the affliction would intensify, and the offspring would
become captivated and the ‘Fitna’ (strife) would consume them just as the fire consumes
the firewood, or just as the millstone grinds upon its lower base. And they would learn the
Laws for the sake of other than Allah®¥, and they would learn for the sake of other than
doing good deeds, and they will be coveting the world instead of working for the Hereafter.
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Then he®"Ys turned his®"“s face towards those from his@%s family and his®"s special ones
and his@"s Shiites who were around him?"s, so he?@%s said: ‘The rulers before me?%s acted
in opposition to the Messenger=®" of Allah??¥i deliberately breaching the Covenant with
him™=®¥ and altering his=®¥" Sunnah.

And if I®"s had burdened the people on avoiding it, and turned it back to its place and to
what is used to be in the era of the MessengersV of Allah?"i, my2¥s army would disperse
from me®"s to the extent that there would remain only myself®"“s or a few from my=2s“s
Shiites who recognise my2“s ‘Fazilat’ (virtues).
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And my3®%s Imamate has been Obligated from the Book of Allah?* Mighty and Majestic,
and the Sunnah of the Messenger=®% of Allah??. Consider (what would happen) if I3%s
were to order for the Magaam e Ibrahim™* to be returned to its place where it was placed
by the Messengers¥ of Allah®*¥/, and returned the (plantation of) Fadak to the inheritors
of Fatima™"“s, and returned to the ‘Sa’a’ (unit of measurement) to just as it was before, and
execute the treaties which were made by the Messenger=®“W of Allah?" for the people,
which were never executed nor were those ever established,
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And return the house of Ja’far? to his™ inheritors, and demolish it from the Masjid, and
rescind the inequitable Judgements which were judged and remove the women who are
under (married to) certain men without right and return them back to their husbands, and
issue the order regarding the matrimony, and the orders regarding the captives of the Clan
of Taghlub, and return what was distributed from the land of Khyber, and erase the register
of gifts and give it out as the Messenger*¥ of Allah?"l used to give it out in an equitable
manner and not make it to be distributed between the rich, and drop Al-Musahaat
(currency), and equalise between the marriages, and enforce the Khums of the Messenger
saww jyst as it had been Commanded by Allah?* Mighty and Majestic and make it to be
obligatory,
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And return the Masjid of the Messenger=®"¥ of Allah?™ to what it used to be, and shut
what was in it from the doors, and open what has been closed in it, and prohibit the wiping
(Masaah) upon the socks, and enforce the punishment upon the partaking of Al-Nabeedh
(intoxicant), and make the two Mu’tah’s to be permissible, and order for the Takbeer over
the dead body as five Takbeers, and necessitate the people to recite ‘In the Name of Allah"
azwj the Beneficent the Merciful’ aloud (in the Prayer), and throw out the one who has been
included with the Messengers®V of Allah®% in his*™" Masjid the one whom the
Messenger<®¥ of Allah" had thrown out, and enter the one who had been thrown out
after the Messengers®"V of Allah®" whom the Messenger=®"V of Allah-®" had included,
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And burden the people to the Commands of the Quran and upon the divorce to be in
accordance with the Sunnah, and take the charities upon its types and its limits, and return
the ablution and the (major) ablution and the Prayer to its prescribed times, and its laws and
its places, and return the people of Najraan to their own places, and return the Persian
captives, and the rest of the community to the Book of Allah? and the Sunnah of its
Prophetsaww,
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By Allah??¥, they would disperse from me3s"s if [ were to order the people not to gather
in the Month of Ramadhan except for the obligatory (Prayers) and make it known to them
that their gathering for the optional Prayers (Nawaafil) is an innovation. So some of the
people in my®¥s army would call out to the ones who are fighting alongside me™®"s, ‘O
people of Al-Islam! The Sunnah of Umar has been changed. He®"* is preventing us from the
optional Prayer in the Month of Ramadhan, and ™" had feared that there would be a
revolt in a section of my?%s army.
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What will be meted out from this community from the sectarianism and the obedience to
the imams of the misguidance and their calling to the Fire if 1®"* were to give out from that
the share of the near relatives about which Allah?"l Mighty and Majestic has Said: “[8:41] if
you believe in Allah and in that which We revealed to Our servant, on the day of
distinction, the day on which the two parties met”. So we®"* are the ones Meant by the
near relatives whom Allah?¥ has Joined with Himself#" and with His®™ Messengers"",
So the High Said: “[59:7] it is for Allah and for the Messenger, and for the near of kin and
the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, so that it may not be a thing taken by turns
among the rich of you, and whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it, and from
whatever he forbids you, keep back and be careful of Allah (of being unjust to the Progeny
asws of Muhammad2"VY); surely Allah is severe in retributing (evil)” to the one who is unjust
to them™s"s, (This is) a Mercy from Him#" to us?"s and a self-sufficiency by which Allah-2%
has Made us™®"Ys to be self-sufficient with.
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And He? Bequeathed for it to His?™ Prophet*®"" and did not Make for us?"s a share in
the charity. Allah®" Honoured His®* Messenger**¥ and Honoured us?%s the People "
of the Household, that He® should Feed us?*"s from the dirt of the people (charity).
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They belied Allah?™, and belied His?™ Messenger=®*% and fought against the Book of
Allah®" which Speaks of our?%s rights, and prevented from us®"s the obligation which
Allah#% has Obligated for us*“*. What has been meted out to us"“* after our?"“s Prophet
saww - and Allah@™ is the Helper against the one who is unjust to us®", and there is no
Might and no Power except by Allah?" the High, the Magnificent’.34

34 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14469
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