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 .تسليما وسلم الطاهرين، وآله محمد سيدنا على الله وصلى العالمين، رب لله الحمد الرحيم الرحمن الله بسم

In the Name of Allah-azwj the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah-azwj Lord-azwj of the Worlds, and 
Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad-saww and his-saww Purified Progeny-asws, and greetings with abundant 
greetings. 

لْ فَ رَجَهُمْ وَالْعَنْ أعَْدَائَ هُمْ اَجَْْعِّيْن  دٍ وَّآلِّ محَُمَّدٍ وَّعَج ِّ  الَلَّهُمَّ صَل ِّ عَلى محَُمَّ

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations 
(Bid’ah) 

 

Summary: 

Each day we find something new embraces our socio-religious practices, initially coming 
from the fashion industry as promoted by a celebrity in a festival/movie.  This, at the start, is 
considered unusual and expensive and is cautiously observed by the society.  However, it is 
passionately adopted by the rich and notables - inspiring less well-offs and gradually finding 
its way into the norms of the general public with counterfeits. Thus, attains widespread 
adoption or at least ‘flavour of the month’, until the arrival of the next one, some of these 
end-up as a permanent feature of our lives.   

Some, among many examples, are dragging long dresses on the floor, man wearing orange-
coloured outfits, wearing pointed shoes, singing and dancing in mixed gender celebrations 
and the list goes on….. How could one resist and detest these trends since everyone seems 
to be following?  The best defence would be to educate ourselves, once we know the views 
of those-asws - who we love and adore more than the lives of our parents and children, have 
abhorred an innovation (Bid’ah), we would certainly look down upon whatever society puts 
forwards if it is denounced by the Rasool-Allah-saww and his-saww pure progeny (the Ahl Al-
Bayt-asws).  And this is the purpose of this article to highlight the importance of acting upon 
the Sunnah (traditions) of Masomeen-asws.  Prior to that we review some Ahadith which 
reject the above-mentioned innovations. 
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Ahadith denouncing some of the prevailing 
Innovations: 

زاَرِّ خُيَلََءَ وَ حَلُّ الَْْزْراَرِّ مِّنَ الْقَبَاءِّ وَ أمََّا الَّتِِّ مِّنْ أَخْلََقِّ قَ وْمِّ لُوطٍ فاَلُْْلََهِّقُ وَ هُوَ الْبُنْدُقُ وَ الْْذَْفُ وَ مَضْغُ الْعِّلْكِّ وَ إِّرْخَاءُ ا وَ  لِّْْ
 .الْقَمِّيصِّ 

(I heard Ali-asws saying: In a lengthy Hadith) And as for which are from manners of the people 
of (Prophet) Lut-as – were dragging the trouser, and loosening the trouser from the cloak and 
the shirt’’ (letting trouser drag on the floor).1 

يمَ  يٍر عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ ) عليه السلَم ( أنََّ النَّ عَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ َّ ) صلى الله عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنِّ ابْنِّ مَحْبُوبٍ عَنْ هِّشَامِّ بْنِّ سَالٍِِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ بَصِّ بِِّ
زاَرِّ وَ الْقَمِّيصِّ فإَِّنَّ  كَ وَ إِّسْبَالَ الِّْْ يلَةَ . عليه وآله ( أوَْصَى رَجُلَا مِّنْ بَنِِّ تَِّيمٍ فَ قَالَ لَهُ إِّيََّّ ُ لََ يُِّبُّ الْمَخِّ يلَةِّ وَ اللََّّ  ذَلِّكَ مِّنَ الْمَخِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, form Ibn Mahboub, from Hisham Bin Salim, from Abu Baseer,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws that the Prophet-saww advised a man from the Clan 
of Tameem so he-saww said to him: ‘Beware of letting the trousers and the shirt to drag, for 
that is from the fancifulness and Allah-azwj does not Love the fanciful’.2 

 لَ تتخذوا الملسن فإنه حذاء فرعون 

(Amir ul-Momineen-asws said in a lengthy Hadith): Do not take to the pointed (shoes) for it is 
a shoe of Pharaoh-la, and he-la was the first one to wear the pointed shoes. (An extract)3 

يٍ  ع
ُّ ص لِّعَلِّ لذَّهَبِّ فإَِّ  قرب الْسناد عَنْهُمَا عَنْ حَنَانٍ عَنِّ الصَّادِّقِّ ع قاَلَ قاَلَ النَّبِِّ كَ أنَْ تَ تَخَتَّمَ بِِّ كَ إِّيََّّ لْيَتُكَ فِِّ الْْنََّةِّ وَ إِّيََّّ اَ حِّ نََّّ

نْ مَيَاثِّرِّ إِّبلِّْيسَ  اَ مِّ كَ أنَْ تَ ركَْبَ بِِِّّيثرََةٍ حَمْراَءَ فإَِّنََّّ يَّ وَ إِّيََّّ  .أَنْ تَ لْبَسَ الْقَس ِّ

(The book) ‘Qurb Al Asnaad’ – from them, from Hanan,  

‘From Al-Sadiq-asws having said: ‘The Prophet-saww said to Ali-asws: ‘Beware of wearing the ring 
of gold, for it is (to be) your ornament in the Paradise, and beware of wearing the orange 
(priestly clothes), and beware of riding on the red (silk & brocade material for saddling), for 
is it from the saddles of Satan-la’’.4 

يمَ  ي ِّ عَنِّ الْيَقْطِّينِِّ ِّ عَنِّ الد ِّهْقَانِّ عَنْ دُرُسْتَ عَنْ إِّبْ راَهِّ
 بْنِّ عَبْدِّ الْحمَِّيدِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ الحَْسَنِّ ع ثواب الْعمال عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنْ سَعْدٍ عَنِّ الْبََقِّْ

ابَّةَ فَسَمَّى رَدِّفَهُ  قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ص  مَلَكٌ يَُْفَظهُُ حَتََّّ يَ نْزِّلَ  إِّذَا ركَِّبَ الرَّجُلُ الدَّ

(The book) ‘Sawaab Al Amaal’ – from his father, from Sa’ad, from Al Barqy, from Al Yaqteeny, from Al Dihqan, 
from Dorost, from Ibrahim Bin Abdul Hameed,  

                                                      
1 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 66 H 10 
2 Al Kafi – V 6 – The Book of Outfits and the Beautification and the Magnanimity Ch 12 H 5 
وت(، ج10، ص: 94 3  بحار الأنوار )ط - بير
4 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 55 H 6 
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‘From Abu Al-Hassan-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Whenever the man rides the 
animal (transport), so he names (Allah-azwj), an Angel rides behind him, protecting him until 
he descends.  

نُ قاَلَ تََنََّ فَلََ يَ زاَ  لُ يَ تَمَنََّّ حَتََّّ يَ نْزِّلَ فإَِّذَا ركَِّبَ وَ لَِْ يُسَم ِّ رَدِّفَهُ شَيْطاَنٌ فَ يَقُولُ لَهُ تَ غَنَّ فإَِّنْ قاَلَ لََ أُحْسِّ

When he rides and does not name (Allah-azwj – recites Bismillah), Satan-la rides behind him. 
He-la says to him, ‘Sing!’ If he says, ‘I am not good (at singing)’. He-la says, ‘Wish (for it)!’ He 
does not cease to which until he descends’ – (Hence one must not listen to the music while 
travelling - (An extract).5 

ي ِّ بْنِّ إِّسْْاَعِّيلَ عَنِّ ابْنِّ مُسْكَانَ عَنْ محَُ 
ليه مَّدِّ بْنِّ مُسْلِّمٍ عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ ) ععَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّيمَ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنِّ ابْنِّ أَبِِّ عُمَيْرٍ عَنْ عَلِّ

ُ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ عَلَيْهِّ النَّارَ وَ تَلََ هَذِّهِّ الْْيةََ  وَ مِّنَ النَّاسِّ مَنْ يَشْتََِّي لََوَْ الْحدَِّيثِّ لِّيُضِّلَّ عَنْ السلَم ( قاَلَ سِّْعْتُهُ يَ قُولُ الْغِّنَاءُ مَِِّّا وَعَدَ اللََّّ
ذَها هُزُواا أوُلئِّكَ   لََمُْ عَذابٌ مُهِّيٌن . سَبِّيلِّ اللََِّّّ بِّغَيْرِّ عِّلْمٍ وَ يَ تَّخِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Ali Bin Ismail, from Ibn Muskan, from Muhammad 
Bin Muslim, the narrator says: 

‘I heard Abu Ja’far-asws saying, ‘ ُالْغِّنَاء’ the singing (music) is from what Allah-azwj Mighty and 

Majestic has Promised the Fire over it’, and he-asws recited this Verse [31:6] And from the 
people is one who buys amusing discourse to lead astray from Allah’s Way without 
knowledge, and to take it for a mockery; these shall have an abasing Punishment’.6 

ي ِّ بْنِّ عَبْدِّ الرَّحْمَنِّ عَنْ كُلَيْبٍ 
يٍ  الْْزََّازِّ عَنْ عَلِّ

ي ِّ بْنِّ مَعْبَدٍ عَنِّ الحَْسَنِّ بْنِّ عَلِّ
الصَّيْدَاوِّي ِّ قاَلَ سِّْعْتُ أبََِ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه عَنْهُ عَنْ عَلِّ

 مَا يُ نْبِّتُ الْمَاءُ الُْْضْرَةَ .السلَم ( يَ قُولُ ضَرْبُ الْعِّيدَانِّ يُ نْبِّتُ الن ِّفَاقَ فِِّ الْقَلْبِّ كَ 

From him, from Ali Bin Ma’bad, from Al Hassan Bin Ali Al Khazzaz, from Ali Bin Abdul Rahman, from Kuleyb Al 
Saydawi who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘Striking the two drumsticks grows the hypocrisy in the 
heart just as the water grows the vegetation’.7  

 

The Treats of a praiseworthy believer: 

هِّ وَ طاَبَ كَسْبُهُ وَ صَلَحَتْ سَرِّيرتَهُُ وَ حَسُنَتْ خَلِّيقَتُهُ وَ أنَْ فَقَ الْفَضْلَ مِّنْ  قاَلَ ع وَ  مَالِّهِّ وَ أمَْسَكَ الْفَضْلَ  طوُبََ لِّمَنْ ذَلَّ فِِّ نَ فْسِّ
عَتْهُ السُّنَّةُ وَ لَِْ يُ نْسَبْ إلََ الْبِّدْعَةِّ مِّ   نْ لِّسَانِّهِّ وَ عَزَلَ عَنِّ النَّاسِّ شَرَّهُ وَ وَسِّ

                                                      
5 Bihar Al-Anwaar V 73 - The book of Etiquettes - Ch 55 H 25 
6 Al Kafi – V 6 – The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 4 
7 Al Kafi – V 6 – The Book of Drinks Ch 34 H 20 
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(Amir ul-Momineen-asws said - Nahjul Balagha) And he-asws said: ‘Beatitude is for one who is 
humble in his soul, and his earnings are good, and his heart is righteous, and his manners 
are excellent, and he spends from the surplus of his wealth, and withholds the surplus from 
his tongue, and isolates his evil away from the people, and his striving is the Sunnah, and he 
does not attribute (support) to an innovation Bid’ah)’’.8 

The Sunnah is of two types: 

ي ِّ عَنِّ السَّكُونِّ ِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ عَنْ آبَِئِّهِّ ) عليهم
يمَ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنِّ الن َّوْفلَِّ نِّيَن ) عليه  عَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ السلَم ( قاَلَ قاَلَ أمَِّيُر الْمُؤْمِّ

اَ هُداى وَ ت َ  يلَةٌ وَ تَ ركُْهَا إِّلََ غَيْرِّ السلَم ( السُّنَّةُ سُن َّتَانِّ سُنَّةٌ فِِّ فَرِّيضَةٍ الَْْخْذُ بِِّ اَ فَضِّ ركُْهَا ضَلََلَةٌ وَ سُنَّةٌ فِِّ غَيْرِّ فَرِّيضَةٍ الَْْخْذُ بِِّ
 خَطِّيئَةٍ 

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Al Nowfal, from Al Sakuny, from; 

Abu Abdullah-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws having said: ‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘The 
Sunnah are two (types of) Sunnah – A Sunnah regarding an Obligation, the taking by it is 
guidance and the neglecting it is a straying; and a Sunnah regarding other than an 
Obligation, the taking by it is a merit but there is no harm if one is unable to practise’.9  

How do we get to know the Sunnah? It’s from Ahadith; 

 قلَِّيلٌ اعْقِّلُوا الَْْبَََ إِّذَا سِّْعْتُمُوهُ عَقْلَ رِّعَايةٍَ لََ عَقْلَ رِّوَايةٍَ فإَِّنَّ رُوَاةَ الْعِّلْمِّ كَثِّيٌر وَ رُعَاتهَُ  وَ قاَلَ ع

And he (Ali Amir ul-Momineen-asws) said: ‘Understand the Hadeeth when you hear it - the 
understanding of a follower (but) not understanding of a reporter, for the reporters of the 
knowledge are many, but its followers are few’’.10 

Finally, how one gets trapped into Bid’ah and how to recognise it and avert falling into it. 

يٍ  الْوَشَّاءِّ وَ عِّدَّةٌ مِّنْ أَصْحَابِّنَا عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ الحُْسَيْنُ بْنُ مُحَمَّدٍ الَْْشْعَرِّيُّ عَ 
عَنِّ ابْنِّ فَضَّالٍ نْ مُعَلَّى بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنِّ الحَْسَنِّ بْنِّ عَلِّ

مِّ بْنِّ حُميَْدٍ عَنْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ مُسْلِّمٍ عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ ع قاَلَ: نِّيَن ع النَّاسَ فَ قَالَ خَطَبَ أمَِّيُر ا جِّْيعاا عَنْ عَاصِّ اَ النَّاسُ  أيَ ُّهَالْمُؤْمِّ  بدَْءُ  إِّنََّّ
 يَُْفَ عَلَى ذِّي وَ أَحْكَامٌ تُ بْتَدعَُ يُُاَلَفُ فِّيهَا كِّتَابُ اللََِّّّ يَ تَوَلََّ فِّيهَا رِّجَالٌ رِّجَالَا فَ لَوْ أنََّ الْبَاطِّلَ خَلَصَ لَِْ  تُ تَّبَعُ  أهَْوَاءٌ  الْفِّتَِّ  وُقُوعِّ 

غْثٌ حِّ  يئَانِّ مَعاا فَ هُنَالِّكَ  جاى وَ لَوْ أَنَّ الْحقََّ خَلَصَ لَِْ يَكُنِّ اخْتِّلََفٌ وَ لَكِّنْ يُ ؤْخَذُ مِّنْ هَذَا ضِّ غْثٌ فَ يُمْزَجَانِّ فَ يَجِّ وَ مِّنْ هَذَا ضِّ
 سْنََّ.اسْتَحْوَذَ الشَّيْطاَنُ عَلَى أوَْلِّيَائِّهِّ وَ نَََا الَّذِّينَ سَبَقَتْ لََمُْ مِّنَ اللََِّّّ الحُْ 

From him, from Al Hassan Bin Ali Bin Fazaal, from Aasim Bin Hameed, from Muhammad Bin Muslim, from; 

Abu Ja’far-asws says that Amir-Al-Momineen-asws addressed the people: ‘O you people! But 
rather, the beginning of the occurrence of the Fitna (Strife) is from the following of the 
desires, and rulings which have been innovated, in which the Speech of Allah-azwj is opposed, 
in which a man emulates (does Taqleed) of a man. And if the falsehood was pure, the one 

                                                      
8 Nahj Al Balagah – Saying 123 
9 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 12 
10 Nahj Al Balagah – Saying 98 



Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations (Bid’ah)     www.hubeali.com 
 

Page 7 of 26 

with arguments would not fear it; and if the Truth was pure, there would be no differing. 
But, they take a handful of this, and a handful of that, so they mix up the two and come with 
these two. So, it is over that, the Satan-la enchains his-la friends, those for whom the 
goodness has preceded from Allah-azwj attain salvation (21:101)’.11 

 

                                                      
11 Al Mahaasin – V 1 Bk 5 H 74,  54 :ي )ط - الإسلامية(، ج1، ص

 
 الكاف



Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations (Bid’ah)     www.hubeali.com 
 

Page 8 of 26 

Introduction: 

We must adhere to Sunnah, as much as possible, our acts of worships, prayers as well as our 
social life-style - all need to be in accordance with Sunnah, i.e., the traditions of Rasool Allah-

saww and Ahl Al-Bayt-asws.  

Sunnah of Rasool Allah-saww would never change due to the fact the Sunnah of Allah-azwj does 
not change, e.g., Allah-azwj Says in the Holy Quran: 

 {62سُنَّةَ اللََِّّّ فِِّ الَّذِّينَ خَلَوْا مِّنْ قَ بْلُ ۖ وَلَنْ تَِّدَ لِّسُنَّةِّ اللََِّّّ تَ بْدِّيلَا }
Being a Sunnah of Allah regarding those who have gone before, and you will never find 
any alteration in the Sunnah of Allah [33:62] 

Also, Allah-azwj Says at another place in the Holy Quran: 

هَْلِّهِّ ۚ فَ هَلْ يَ نْظرُُونَ إِّ  لََّ سُنَّتَ اسْتِّكْبَاراا فِِّ الَْْرْضِّ وَمَكْرَ السَّي ِّئِّ ۚ وَلََ يُِّيقُ الْمَكْرُ السَّي ِّئُ إِّلََّ بِِّ
 {43تِّ اللََِّّّ تََْوِّيلَا }الَْْوَّلِّيَن ۚ فَ لَنْ تَِّدَ لِّسُنَّتِّ اللََِّّّ تَ بْدِّيلَا ۖ وَلَنْ تَِّدَ لِّسُنَّ 

Behaving arrogantly in the earth and plotting the evil, and the evil plot does not affect any 
except its perpetrators. So, are they awaiting except for the ways of the former ones? You 
will never find a replacement in the Sunnah of Allah, and you will never find an alteration 
in the Sunnah of Allah [35:43] 

الر ِّضَا ) عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ سِّْعْتُ الر ِّضَا عَلِّيُّ بْنُ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ بُ نْدَارَ عَنْ إِّبْ راَهِّيمَ بْنِّ إِّسْحَاقَ عَنْ سَهْلِّ بْنِّ الْحاَرِّثِّ عَنِّ الد ِّلَْاَثِّ مَوْلََ 
صَالٍ سُنَّةٌ مِّنْ ربَ ِّهِّ وَ سُنَّةٌ  ) ناا حَتََّّ يَكُونَ فِّيهِّ ثَلََثُ خِّ  مِّنْ نبَِّي ِّهِّ وَ سُنَّةٌ مِّنْ وَلِّي ِّهِّ عليه السلَم ( يَ قُولُ لََ يَكُونُ الْمُؤْمِّنُ مُؤْمِّ

Ali Bin Muhammad Bin Bundar, from Ibrahim Bin Is’haq, from Sahl Bin Al Haris, from; 

Al-Dilhat, a slave of Al-Reza-asws who said, ‘I heard Al-Reza-asws saying: ‘A Momin cannot 
happen to be (a Momin) until there happen to be three characteristics in him – a Sunnah 
from his Lord-azwj, and a Sunnah from His-azwj Prophet-saww, and a Sunnah from His-azwj 
Guardian-asws (Imam).  

رُ عَلى غَيْبِّهِّ  ُ الْغَيْبِّ فَلَ يظُْهِّ ُ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ عالِِّ ر ِّهِّ قاَلَ اللََّّ   أَحَداا إِّلََّ مَنِّ ارْتَضى مِّنْ رَسُولٍ فَأَمَّا السُّنَّةُ مِّنْ ربَ ِّهِّ فَكِّتْمَانُ سِّ

So, as for the Sunnah from his Lord-azwj, so it is the concealment of His-azwj Secrets. Allah-azwj 
Mighty and Majestic Says [72:26] The Knower of the unseen! So He does not Reveal His 
secrets to any, [72:27] Except to him whom He chooses from the Messenger.  

لْعُرْفِّ عَزَّ وَ جَ  وَ أمََّا السُّنَّةُ مِّنْ نبَِّي ِّهِّ فَمُدَاراَةُ النَّاسِّ فإَِّنَّ اللَََّّ  دَُاراَةِّ النَّاسِّ فَ قَالَ خُذِّ الْعَفْوَ وَ أْمُرْ بِِّ لَّ أمََرَ نبَِّيَّهُ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( بِِّ
 وَ أمََّا السُّنَّةُ مِّنْ وَلِّي ِّهِّ فاَلصَّبَُْ فِِّ الْبَأْسَاءِّ وَ الضَّرَّاءِّ .
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And as for the Sunnah from His-azwj Prophet-saww, so it is the politeness with the people, for 
Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Commanded His-azwj Prophet-saww with being polite with the 
people, so He-azwj Said [7:199] Take to Forgiveness and enjoin good and turn aside from the 
ignorant. And as for the Sunnah of His-azwj Guardian-asws, so it is the patience during the 
destitution and the adversities’.12 

 

One Must not oppose a Sunnah: 

سْنَادِّ عَنِّ ابْنِّ أَبِِّ عُمَيْرٍ عَنْ بَ عْضِّ أَصْحَابِّهِّ قاَلَ سِّْعْتُ أبََِ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( ي َ  وَ  ذََا الِّْْ قُولُ مَنْ خَالَفَ كِّتَابَ اللََِّّّ وَ سُنَّةَ بِِّ
 مُحَمَّدٍ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( فَ قَدْ كَفَرَ .

And by this chain, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from one of his companions who said,  

‘I heard Abu Abdullah-asws saying: ‘The one who opposes the Book of Allah-azwj and the 
Sunnah of Muhammad-saww, so he has disbelieved’.13  

ُ عَلَى كَثْ رَةِّ الصَّلََةِّ فَ قَالَ لََ وَ لَكِّنْ يُ عَذ ِّبُ عَلَى تَ رْكِّ السُّنَّةِّ .قُ لْتُ جُعِّلْتُ فِّدَاكَ وَ إِّنْ كُنْتُ أقَْ وَى عَلَى أَكْثَ رَ مِّنْ هَذَا   يُ عَذ ِّبُنِِّ اللََّّ

(In a lengthy Hadith, the narrator says, he asked from Imam Jafar e Sadiq-asws): I said, ‘May I 
be sacrificed for you-asws! And if I was strong enough upon more than this, would Allah-azwj 
Punish me upon the more Salāts?’ So he-asws said: ‘No, but He-azwj would Punish upon 
neglecting the Sunnah’ (An extract).14 

 

All what is required is in the Book and in the Sunnah: 

We have no excuse, as all that which we need to know for acting upon the Sunnah are given 
in the Book and Sunnah: 

ءٍ إِّلََّ وَ فِّيهِّ كِّتَابٌ أوَْ ولُ مَا مِّنْ شَيْ عَلِّيٌّ عَنْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى عَنْ يوُنُسَ عَنْ حَمَّادٍ عَنْ أَبِِّ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ سِّْعْتُهُ يَ قُ 
 . سُنَّةٌ 

Ali, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Yunus, from Hammad, from Abu Abdullah-asws, said,  

‘I heard him-asws saying: ‘There is none from the things except that with regards to it -there is 
(something in the) Book or a Sunnah’.15  

                                                      
12 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 99 H 39 
13 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 6 
14 Al Kafi V 3 – The Book Of Salāt CH 84 H 5 
15 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 20 H 4 



Sunnah and its replacement by Innovations (Bid’ah)     www.hubeali.com 
 

Page 10 of 26 

 

The Valuable knowledge: 

طِّي ِّ  مَّدُ بْنُ الحَْسَنِّ وَ عَلِّيُّ بْنُ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنْ سَهْلِّ بْنِّ زِّيََّدٍ عَنْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى عَنْ عُبَ يْدِّ اللََِّّّ بْنِّ محَُ  عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ الد ِّهْقَانِّ عَنْ دُرُسْتَ الْوَاسِّ
يمَ بْنِّ عَبْدِّ الْحمَِّيدِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ الحَْسَنِّ مُوسَى ) عل دَ فإَِّذَا عَنْ إِّبْ راَهِّ يه السلَم ( قاَلَ دَخَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( الْمَسْجِّ

مَةُ فَ قَالُوا لَهُ أعَْلَمُ ا مَةٌ فَ قَالَ وَ مَا الْعَلََّ نَْسَابِّ الْعَرَبِّ وَ وَقاَئِّعِّهَا وَ جَْاَعَةٌ قَدْ أطَاَفُوا بِّرَجُلٍ فَ قَالَ مَا هَذَا فَقِّيلَ عَلََّ مِّ الْْاَهِّلِّيَّةِّ  لنَّاسِّ بِِّ أيََّّ
 وَ الَْْشْعَارِّ الْعَربَِّيَّةِّ 

Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, and Ali Bin Muhammad, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from 
Ubeydullah Bin Abdullah Al Dihqan, from Dorost Al Wasity, from Ibrahim Bin Abdul Hameed,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Musa-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww entered 
the Masjid, so there was a group which had encircled a man. So he-saww said: ‘What is this 
one?’ So it was said: ‘(He is an) Allama’. So he-saww said: ‘And what is an Allama?’ So they 
said to him-saww, ‘The most knowledgeable of the people with the lineages of the Arabs and 
their events, and the days of the Ignorance (pre-Islamic period), and the poetry of the 
Arabs’.  

فَعُ مَنْ عَلِّمَهُ ثَُُّ قَ  لَهُ وَ لََ يَ ن ْ ُّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( ذَاكَ عِّلْمٌ لََ يَضُرُّ مَنْ جَهِّ اَ قاَلَ فَ قَالَ النَّبِِّ ُّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( إِّنََّّ الَ النَّبِِّ
 وَ مَا خَلََهُنَّ فَ هُوَ فَضْلٌ . الْعِّلْمُ ثَلََثةٌَ آيةٌَ مُحْكَمَةٌ أوَْ فَرِّيضَةٌ عَادِّلَةٌ أوَْ سُنَّةٌ قاَئِّمَةٌ 

He-asws said: ‘So the Prophet-saww said: ‘That is a knowledge neither harming the one who is 
ignorant of it, nor does it benefit the one who knows it’. Then the Prophet-saww said: ‘But 
rather, the knowledge is of three (types) – A Decisive Verse, or a just Obligation, or an 
established Sunnah; and whatever is besides these, so it is ‘  ل

ْ
ض
َ
  useless’.16 ’ف

 

Opinions can never find the Sunnah: 

نَا مَّدُ بْنُ يَُْىَ  عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنِّ الْوَشَّاءِّ عَنْ مُثَنَّى امحَُ  َبِِّ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( تَرِّدُ عَلَي ْ يٍر قاَلَ قُ لْتُ لِّْ لْحنََّاطِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ بَصِّ
ََ كَ أَشْيَاءُ ليَْسَ نَ عْرِّفُ هَا فِِّ كِّتَابِّ اللََِّّّ وَ لََ سُنَّةٍ فَ نَ نْظرُُ فِّيهَا فَ قَالَ لََ أمََا إِّنَّكَ إِّنْ أَصَبْتَ لَِْ  ذَبْتَ عَلَى اللََِّّّ عَزَّ وَ  تُ ؤْجَرْ وَ إِّنْ أَخْطأَْ

 جَلَّ .

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad, from Al Washa, from Musna Al Hannat, from Abu Baseer 
who said,  

‘I said to Abu Abdullah-asws, ‘Things (certain matters) are referred to us, neither do we 
recognise these in the Book of Allah-azwj not Sunnah. So can we apply our opinion in these?’ 

                                                      
16 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 2 H 1 
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So he-asws said: ‘No, but if you are correct, you will not be Rewarded (for being correct), and 
if you err, you would have lied against Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic’.17  

 

Sunnah cannot be analogized: 

نْ أبََِنِّ بْنِّ تَ غْلِّبَ عَنْ أَبِِّ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) مَّدُ بْنُ إِّسْْاَعِّيلَ عَنِّ الْفَضْلِّ بْنِّ شَاذَانَ عَنْ صَفْوَانَ بْنِّ يَُْىَ  عَنْ عَبْدِّ الرَّحْمَنِّ بْنِّ الحَْجَّا ِّ عَ محَُ 
ةا تَ قْضِّي صَوْمَهَا وَ لََ تَ قْضِّي صَلََتََاَ يََّ أبََِنُ إِّنَّ السُّنَّةَ إِّذَا قِّيسَتْ محِّقَ عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ إِّنَّ السُّنَّةَ لََ تُ قَاسُ أَ لََ تَ رَى أنََّ امْرأََ 

 الد ِّينُ .

Muhammad Bin Ismail, from Al Fazl Bin Shazan, from Safwan Bin Yahya, from Abdul Rahman Bin Al Hajjaj, from 
Aban Bin Taghlub,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah-asws having said: ‘The Sunnah cannot be 
analogized. Can you not see that the woman fulfils her Fasts but she does not fulfil her 
Salat? O Aban! The Sunnah, when analogised, obliterates (demolishes) the Religion’.18  

 

An Innovation kills a Sunnah: 

يمَ عَنْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى بْنِّ عُبَيْدٍ عَنْ يوُنُسَ عَنْ حَرِّيزٍ عَنْ زُراَرَةَ قاَلَ:عَ  عَنِّ الحَْلََلِّ وَ الْحرَاَمِّ  -سَألَْتُ أَبَِ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ع لِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ
ءُ غَيْرهُُ وَ قاَلَ قاَلَ عَلِّيٌّ ع هُ حَراَمٌ أبَدَاا إِّلََ يَ وْمِّ الْقِّيَامَةِّ لََ يَكُونُ غَيْرهُُ وَ لََ يَِّيفَ قَالَ حَلََلُ مُحَمَّدٍ حَلََلٌ أبَدَاا إِّلََ يَ وْمِّ الْقِّيَامَةِّ وَ حَراَمُ 

اَ تَ رَكَ  إِّلََّ  بِّدْعَةا  ابْ تَدعََ مَا أَحَدٌ   .سُنَّةا  بِِّ

Ali ibn Ibrahim has narrated from Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn ‘Ubayd from Yunus from Hariz from Zurara who has 
said:  

‘Once I asked Imam Abu ‘Abdullah-asws, recipient of divine supreme covenant, about lawful 
and unlawful matters and he said, ‘Whatever the Holy Prophet-saww, recipient of divine 
supreme covenant, has made lawful will remain lawful forever until the Day of Judgement 
and whatever he-saww has made unlawful will remain unlawful forever until the Day of 
Judgement. There will be no one other than him-saww and there will come no one other than 
him-saww.’ He said that Imam Ali-asws has said, ‘No one has established any innovation 
(Bid’ah - heresy) without abandoning (killing) an established noble Sunnah (tradition of 
Rasool Allah-saww).’19 

كَ يََّ ابْنَ مَسْعُودٍ رسولُ اللهِّ )صَلَّيَ اُلله عَلَيهِّ وَ آلِّهِّ( :  فإَِّنَّ الْعَبْدَ إِّذَا سَنَّ سُنَّةَ سَي ِّئَةا لحِّقَهُ وِّزْرُهَا وَ وِّزْرُ مَنْ  بِّدْعَةا  ةا سُنَّ  تَسُنَ  أنَْ  إِّيََّّ
اَ   عَمِّلَ بِِّ

                                                      
17 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 19 H 11 
18 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 19 H 15 
19 A-Kafi, Vol. 1, H 175, Ch. 19, h19 
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Rasool Allah-saww said (in a lengthy Hadith), ‘Never start a practice based on an innovation; 
for a man who initiates a bad practice will incur its sin and the sins of the people who 
imitate him.’20 

ي ِّ بْنِّ الحُْسَيْنِّ الْعَبْدِّي ِّ الحُْسَيْنُ بْنُ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنِّ الْمُعَلَّى بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنْ بِّسْطاَمَ بْنِّ مُرَّةَ عَنْ إِّسْحَاقَ بْنِّ حَسَّانَ عَنِّ الََْ 
ثمَِّ بْنِّ وَاقِّدٍ عَنْ عَلِّ ي ْ

وُا سُ عَنْ سَعْدٍ الِّْْ  نِّيَن ) عليه السلَم ( مَا بَِلُ أقَْ وَامٍ غَيرَّ نَّةَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله سْكَافِّ عَنِّ الَْْصْبَغِّ بْنِّ نُ بَاتةََ قاَلَ قاَلَ أمَِّيُر الْمُؤْمِّ
ي ِّهِّ لََ يَ تَخَوَّفُونَ أنَْ يَ نْزِّلَ بِِِّّمُ الْعَذَابُ   عليه وآله ( وَ عَدَلُوا عَنْ وَصِّ

Al Husayn Bin Muhammad, from Al Moalla Bin Muhammad, from Bastam Bin Murra, from Is’haq Bin Hassan, 
from Al Haysam Bin Waqid, from Ali Bin Al Husayn Al Abdy, from Sa’d Al Askaf, from Al Asbagh Bin Nubata who 
said,  

‘Amir Al-Momineen-asws said: ‘What is the matter with a people who are changing the 
Sunnah of Rasool-Allah-saww and are turning away from his-saww bequest? Are they not 
fearing that the Punishment might descend upon them?’ 

لُوا نِّعْمَتَ اللََِّّّ كُفْراا وَ أَحَلُّوا قَ وْمَهُمْ دارَ الْبَ   وارِّ جَهَنَّمَ ثَُُّ تَلََ هَذِّهِّ الْْيةََ أَ لَِْ تَ رَ إِّلََ الَّذِّينَ بدََّ

Then he-asws recited the Verse [14:28] Have you not seen those who have changed Allah's 
Favour for ungratefulness and made their people to alight into the abode of perdition 
[14:29] into Hell?’ 

اَ عَلَى عِّبَادِّهِّ وَ بِّنَا يَ فُوزُ مَنْ فاَزَ يَ وْمَ الْقِّيَامَةِّ  ُ بِِّ  . ثَُُّ قاَلَ نََْنُ الن ِّعْمَةُ الَّتِِّ أنَْ عَمَ اللََّّ

Then he-asws said: ‘We-asws are the Favour which Allah-azwj has Favoured with upon His-azwj 
servants, and with us-asws will be the successful ones, who would succeed on the Day of 
Judgment’.21 

 

Deeds are (only) accepted if performed in accordance 
with Sunnah: 

دِّ النَّحْوِّي ِّ عَنْ مُوسَى بْنِّ سَهْلٍ الْوَشَّاءِّ عَنْ إِّسْْاَعِّيلَ بْنِّ عُلَيَّةَ عَنْ يوُنُسَ لْمالي للشيخ الطوسي ابْنُ مََْلَدٍ عَنْ محَُ ا مَّدِّ بْنِّ عَبْدِّ الْوَاحِّ
 .بِّدْعَةٍ  فِِّ  كَثِّيرٍ   عَمَلٍ  مِّنْ  خَيْرٌ  سُنَّةٍ  فِِّ  قلَِّيلٌ  عَمَلٌ  بْنِّ عُبَيْدٍ عَنِّ الحَْسَنِّ قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ص

Al-Amali Al-Sheikh Al-Toosi, Ibn Mukhladin, from Mohammed Ibn Abd ul Wahid Al-Nahawi, from Musa Ibn 
Suhail Al-Washai, from Ismail Ibn Uliya from Younis Ibn Ubbaid from Al-Hassan who said: 

Rasool Allah-saww said, ‘Little worship following a correct [Prophetic] Sunnah is better than a 
lot of worship following an innovation.’22 

                                                      
وت(، ج74، ص: 104 20  بحار الأنوار )ط - بير
21 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 27 H 1 
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يمَ عَنْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى بْنِّ عُبَ يْدٍ عَنْ يوُنُسَ رفََ عَهُ قاَلَ قاَلَ عَلِّيُّ بْنُ الحُْسَيْنِّ  ) عليه السلَم ( إِّنَّ أفَْضَلَ الَْْعْمَالِّ عِّنْدَ  عَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ
لسُّنَّةِّ وَ إِّنْ قَلَّ .  اللََِّّّ مَا عُمِّلَ بِِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ubeyd, from Yunus, raising it, said,  

‘Ali-asws Bin Al-Husayn-asws said: ‘The most superior of the deeds in the Presence of Allah-azwj is 
what is performed by (following) the Sunnah, and even though it may be little’.23  

يمَ بْنِّ إِّسْحَاقَ الَْْزْدِّي ِّ عَ عِّدَّةٌ مِّنْ أَصْحَابِّ  نْ أَبِِّ عُثْمَانَ الْعَبْدِّي ِّ عَنْ نَا عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ خَالِّدٍ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ إِّسْْاَعِّيلَ إِّبْ راَهِّ
 ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( لََ قَ وْلَ إِّلََّ بِّعَمَلٍ وَ لََ قَ وْلَ وَ لََ جَعْفَرٍ عَنْ آبَِئِّهِّ عَنْ أمَِّيرِّ الْمُؤْمِّنِّيَن ) عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ 

 عَمَلَ إِّلََّ بِّنِّيَّةٍ وَ لََ قَ وْلَ وَ لََ عَمَلَ وَ لََ نِّيَّةَ إِّلََّ بِِِّّصَابةَِّ السُّنَّةِّ .

A number of our companions, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Khalid, from his father, from Abu Ismail 
Ibrahim Bin Is’haq Al Azdy, from Abu Usman Al Abady, from; 

(Imam) Ja’far-asws, from his-asws forefathers-asws, from Amir Al-Momineen-asws having said: 
‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘There is no word except with the deed, and there is neither a word 
nor a deed except with an intention, and there is neither a word nor a deed nor an intention 
except with attaining the Sunnah’.24 

ْرٍ عَنْ جَابِّرٍ عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ  ) عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ قاَلَ مَا مِّنْ أَحَدٍ إِّلََّ  عَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّيمَ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ النَّضْرِّ عَنْ عَمْرِّو بْنِّ شِِّ
رَّةٌ وَ فَتَْةٌَ فَمَنْ كَانَتْ فَتَْتَهُُ إِّلََ سُنَّةٍ فَ قَدِّ اهْتَ   دَى وَ مَنْ كَانَتْ فَتَْتَهُُ إِّلََ بِّدْعَةٍ فَ قَدْ غَوَى .وَ لَهُ شِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ahmad Bin Al Nazar, from Amro Bin Shimr, from Jabir, from; 

Abu Ja’far-asws said: Everyone has inclination towards desires and reluctance towards good 
deeds.  So, a person would be successful if he performs deeds, even at reduced level, but in 
accordance with the Sunnah.  However, he would go astray if he strives in the direction of 
innovations.25  

ي ِّ 
ي ِّ بْنِّ حَسَّانَ عَنْ  عَلِّيُّ بْنُ مُحَمَّدٍ عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ الْبََقِّْ

ي ِّ بْنِّ حَسَّانَ وَ مُحَمَّدُ بْنُ يَُْىَ  عَنْ سَلَمَةَ بْنِّ الَْْطَّابِّ عَنْ عَلِّ
عَنْ عَلِّ

 نَّةِّ . إِّلََ السُّ مُوسَى بْنِّ بَكْرٍ عَنْ زُراَرَةَ بْنِّ أعَْيَنَ عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ ) عليه السلَم ( قاَلَ كُلُّ مَنْ تَ عَدَّى السُّنَّةَ رُدَّ 

Ali Bin Muhammad, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Al Barqy, from Ali Bin Hassan and Muhammad Bin Yahya, 
from Salma Bin Al Khattab, from Ali Bin Hassan, from Musa Bin Bakr, from Zurara Bin Ayn, from; 

Abu Ja’far-asws has said: ‘Whoever goes against the Sunnah, he must be made to return to 
the Sunnah.26  

                                                                                                                                                                     
وت(، ج2، ص: 261 22  بحار الأنوار )ط - بير
23 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 7 
24 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 9 
25 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 10 
26 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH 21 H 11 
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مِّ بْنِّ الْمُ  سْتَنِّيرِّ عَنْ أَبِِّ جَعْفَرٍ ) عليه السلَم ( مُحَمَّدُ بْنُ يَُْىَ  عَنْ أَحْمَدَ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى عَنِّ ابْنِّ مَحْبُوبٍ عَنِّ الَْْحْوَلِّ عَنْ سَلََّ
رَّةُ عِّبَادَتِّهِّ إِّلََ سُ قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله َْ شِّ يُر إِّلََ فَتَْةٍَ فَمَنْ صَارَ رَّةا ثَُُّ تَصِّ نَّتِِّ فَ قَدِّ اهْتَدَى  عليه وآله ( أَلََ إِّنَّ لِّكُل ِّ عِّبَادَةٍ شِّ

ومُ وَ أفُْطِّرُ وَ أَضْحَكُ وَ أبَْكِّي فَمَنْ رَغِّبَ عَنْ وَ مَنْ خَالَفَ سُنَّتِِّ فَ قَدْ ضَلَّ وَ كَانَ عَمَلُهُ فِِّ تَ بَابٍ أمََا إِّن ِّ أُصَل ِّي وَ أنََامُ وَ أَصُ 
ي وَ سُنَّتِِّ فَ لَيْسَ مِّنِ ِّ  ن ْهَاجِّ  مِّ

Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Ahmad Bin Muhammad Bin Isa, from Ibn Mahboub, from Al Ahowl, from Sallam 
Bin Al Mustaneer,  

(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far-asws having said: ‘Rasool-Allah-saww said: ‘Indeed! Every 
worship has a vigour, then it comes to the nature. So the one who becomes vigorous in his 
worship to my-saww Sunnah, so he has been Guided, and the one who opposes my-saww 
Sunnah, so he has strayed, and his deeds would be in ruination. As for me-saww, I-saww pray 
Salāt, and sleep, and Fast, and break the Fast, and smile, and cry. So the one who turns 
away from my-saww Manifesto and my-saww Sunnah, so he is not from me-saww’.   

لْعِّبَادَةِّ  لْيَقِّينِّ غِّنَّا وَ كَفَى بِِّ َِّ مَوْعِّظةَا وَ كَفَى بِِّ لْمَوْ  شُغُلَا . وَ قاَلَ كَفَى بِِّ

And he-asws said: ‘Suffice with death as an exhortation, and suffice with the conviction as 
affluence, and suffice with the worship as a pre-occupation’.27  

 

The Difference between the Sunnah, innovation, 
union and deviation: 

ْنِّ اءَ رَجُلٌ إِّلََ أَ جَ  فَ قَالَ أمَِّيُر الْمُؤْمِّنِّيَن ع السُّنَّةُ مَا سَنَّ رَسُولُ  الْفِّرْقَةِّ  وَ  الْْمََاعَةِّ  وَ  الْبِّدْعَةِّ  وَ  السُّنَّةِّ  عَنِّ مِّيرِّ الْمُؤْمِّنِّيَن ع فَ قَالَ أَخْبَِّ
 أهَْلُ الْبَاطِّلِّ وَ إِّنْ كَانوُا كَثِّيراا. نْ كَانوُا قلَِّيلَا وَ الْفِّرْقَةُ اللََِّّّ وَ الْبِّدْعَةُ مَا أُحْدِّثَ مِّنْ بَ عْدِّهِّ وَ الْْمََاعَةُ أهَْلُ الحَْق ِّ وَ إِّ 

A man went to see Ameer ul-Momineen-asws and said: "What does tradition, innovation, 
union and deviation mean?" Ameer ul-Momineen-asws replied: "Tradition refers to the way of 
living that Rasool Allah-saww has prescribed (demonstrated by acting upon). Innovation refers 
to ways that have been proposed after the Prophet-saww. Union refers to the assembly of a 
group of people who believe in Allah-azwj, even if they are few in number, and deviation 
refers to following what is wrong, even if the number of such followers is large."28 

And Amir ul-Momineen-asws also said, in another Sermon: 

هِّ فَ هُوَ جَائِّرٌ عَنْ قَصْدِّ السَّبِّيلِّ سَائِّرٌ بِّغَيْرِّ عِّلْمٍ وَ  رَجُلََنِّ  تَ عَالََ  اللََِّّّ  إِّلََ  الَْْلََئِّقِّ  أبَْ غَضَ  إِّنَ  وَ رُوِّيَ أنََّهُ ع قاَلَ: ُ إِّلََ نَ فْسِّ رَجُلٌ وكََلَهُ اللََّّ
[ هَدْيِّ مَنْ كَانَ قَ بْلَهُ مُضِّلٌّ لِّمَنِّ اقْ تَدَى بِّهِّ فِِّ ةٍ فَ هُوَ فِّتْنَةٌ لِّمَنِّ افْ تَتََ بِّهِّ ضَالٌّ ]عَنْ لََ دَلِّيلٍ مَشْغُوفٌ بِّكَلََمِّ بِّدْعَةٍ وَ دُعَاءِّ ضَلََلَ 

َطِّيئَتِّهِّ   حَيَاتِّهِّ وَ بَ عْدَ وَفاَتِّهِّ حَمَّالٌ خَطاَيََّ غَيْرِّهِّ رَهْنٌ بِِّ

                                                      
27 Al Kafi V 2 – The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 44 H 1 
ي غرر الأخبار، النص، ص: 152 28

 
 مشكاة الأنوار ف
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Among all the people the most detested before Allah-azwj are two persons. One is he who is 
devoted to his self (with his own religious ideas). So, he is deviated from the true path and 
loves speaking about (foul) innovations and inviting towards wrong path. He is therefore a 
nuisance for those who are enamoured of him, is himself misled from the guidance of those 
preceding him, misleads those who follow him in his life or after his death, carries the 
weight of others’ sins and is entangled in his own misdeeds. 

لصَّوْمِّ وَ  نْهَا بِِّ عَ فِِّ جُهَّالِّ الُْْمَّةِّ غَارَ فِِّ أغَْبَاشِّ الْفِّتْنَةِّ قَدْ لَِّجَ مِّ ُ  -الصَّلََةِّ وَ رَجُلٌ قَمَشَ جَهْلَا فَ وُضِّ عَمِّيَ فِِّ عَقْدِّ الَْدُْنةَِّ سََّْاهُ اللََّّ
نْهُ خَيْرٌ مَِِّّا كَثرَُ عَارِّيَّا مُنْسَلِّخاا وَ سََّْاهُ أَشْبَاهَ النَّاسِّ عَالِّماا وَ ليَْسَ بِّ  هِّ وَ لَمَّا يَ غْنَ فِِّ الْعِّلْمِّ يَ وْماا سَالِّماا بَكَّرَ فاَسْتَكْثرََ مِّنْ جَْْعٍ مَا قَلَّ مِّ

ياا ضَامِّناا لِّتَخْلِّي نٍ وَ أَكْثرََ مِّنْ غَيْرِّ طاَئِّلٍ جَلَسَ بَيْنَ النَّاسِّ مُفْتِّياا قاَضِّ الْتَبَسَ عَلَى غَيْرِّهِّ إِّنْ خَالَفَ مَنْ صِّ مَا حَتََّّ إِّذَا ارْتَ وَى مِّنْ آجِّ
نَْ كَانَ قَ بْلَهُ فإَِّنْ نَ زَلَتْ بِّهِّ  َِّ هَيَّأَ لََاَ حَشْواا رَثّ ا مِّنْ رَأيِّْهِّ سَبَقَهُ لَِْ يُ ؤْمِّنْ مِّنْ نَ قْضِّ حُكْمِّهِّ مَنْ يََْتِِّ مِّنْ بَ عْدِّهِّ كَفِّعْلِّهِّ بِِّ إِّحْدَى الْمُبْهَمَا

ٍَ ثَُُّ قَطَعَ بِّهِّ فَ هُ  ٍَ وَ مِّفْتَاحُ شُبُهَا ٍَ وَ ركََّابُ عَشَوَا َِّ خَبَّاطُ جَهَالَ ثْلِّ نَسْجِّ الْعَنْكَبُو َِّ فِِّ مِّ فَ هُوَ لََ يدَْرِّي وَ مِّنْ لبَْسِّ الشُّبُهَا
ثْلِّ نَسْجِّ غَزْلِّ  أَصَابَ الحَْقَّ أمَْ أَخْطأََ إِّنْ أَصَابَ خَافَ أَنْ يَكُونَ قَدْ أَخْطأََ وَ إِّنْ أَخْطأََ رَجَا أنَْ يَكُونَ  قَدْ أَصَابَ فَ هُوَ مِّنْ رأَيِّْهِّ فِِّ مِّ

رْسٍ قاَطِّعٍ فَ يَغْنَ  اَ لَِْ يَ عَضَّ عَلَى الْعِّلْمِّ بِّضِّ َْ بِّهِّ النَّارُ لَِْ يَ عْلَمْ بِِّ َِّ الَّذِّي إِّذَا مَرَّ يمَ الْعَنْكَبُو َِّ إِّذْراَءَ الر ِّيحِّ الَْشَِّ  مَ بِّذَرْيِّ الر ِّوَايََّ

The other man is he who has picked up ignorance. He moves among the ignorant, is 
senseless in the thick of mischief and is blind to the advantages of peace. Those resembling 
like men have named him scholar but he is not so. He goes out early morning to collect 
things whose deficiency is better than plenty, till when he has quenched his thirst from 
polluted water and acquired meaningless things, he sits among the people as a judge 
responsible for solving whatever is confusing to the others.  

If an ambiguous problem is presented before him he manages shabby argument about it of 
his own accord and passes judgement on its basis. In this way he is entangled in the 
confusion of doubts as in the spider’s web, not knowing whether he was right or wrong. If 
he is right he fears lest he erred, while if he is wrong he hopes he is right. He is ignorant, 
wandering astray in ignorance and riding on carriages aimlessly moving in darkness. He did 
not try to find reality of knowledge. He scatters the traditions as the wind scatters the dry 
leaves. 

ا أنَْكَرهَُ، وَلََ يَ رَى أنََّ مِّنْ وَراَءِّ مَا بَ لَغَ لََ مَلِّيٌ وَاللهِّ   بِِِّّصْدَارِّ مَا وَرَدَ عَلَيْهِّ، وَلََ هُوَ أهَْلٌ لِّما فُ و ضَ إليه، لََ يَُْسَبُ العِّلْمَ فِ شيْءٍ مَِِّّ 
وَارِّيثُ منه مَذْهَباا لِّغَيْرهِّ، وَإِّنْ أظَْلَمَ عَلَيْهِّ أمَْرٌ اكْتَ تَمَ 

َ
نْهُ الم هِّ ، تَصْرخُُ مِّنْ جَوْرِّ قَضَائِّهِّ الد ِّمَاءُ، وَتَ عَجُّ مِّ  .بِِِّّلِّمَا يَ عْلَمُ مِّنْ جَهْلِّ نَ فْسِّ

By Allah-azwj, he is not capable of solving the problems that come to him nor is fit for the 
position assigned to him. Whatever he does not know he does not regard it worth knowing. 
He does not realise that what is beyond his reach is within the reach of others. If anything is 
not clear to him he keeps quiet over it because he knows his own ignorance. Lost lives are 
crying against his unjust verdicts, and properties (that have been wrongly disposed of) are 
grumbling against him. 

لْعَةٌ أبَْ وَرُمِّنَ الكِّتَابِّ  لْعَةٌ أنَْ فَقُبَ يْعاا  إِّلََ اللهِّ أَشْكُو مِّنْ مَعْشَرٍ يعَِّيشُونَ جُهَّالَا، وَيََوُتُونَ ضُلََّلَا، ليَْسَ فِّيهمْ سِّ إِّذَا تلُِّيَ حَقَّ تِّلََوَتِّهِّ، وَلََ سِّ
عِّهِّ  نكَرِّ وَلََ أغَْلَى ثََنَاا مِّنَ الكِّتَابِّ إِّذَا حُر ِّفَ عَنْ مَوَاضِّ

ُ
، وَلََ أعَْرَفُ مِّنَ الم عْرُوفِّ

َ
 .، وَلََ عِّنْدَهُمْ أنَْكَرُ مِّنَ الم
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I complain to Allah-azwj about persons who live ignorant and die misguided. For them nothing 
is more worthless than the Qur’an if it is recited as it should be recited, nor anything more 
valuable than the Qur’an if its verses are removed from their places, nor anything more 
vicious than virtue nor more virtuous than vice.29  

 

The grave situation reflecting affairs of our time: 

مَامِّ اعَ  مٍ سَيَأْتِِّ زَمَانٌ عَلَى النَّاسِّ  لحَْسَنِّ الْعَسْكَرِّي ِّ ع:نْ مُحَمَّدِّ بْنِّ عَبْدِّ الْْبََّارِّ عَنِّ الِّْْ مٍ الْْعَْفَرِّي ِّ يََّ أبََِ هَاشِّ َبِِّ هَاشِّ أنََّهُ قاَلَ لِّْ
رةٌَ وَ قُ لُوبُِمُْ مُظْلِّمَةٌ مُتَكَد ِّرةٌَ  كَةٌ مُسْتَبْشِّ قُ بَ يْنَهُمْ السُّنَّةُ فِّيهِّمْ بِّدْعَةٌ وَ الْبِّدْعَةُ فِّيهِّمْ سُنَّ  30وُجُوهُهُمْ ضَاحِّ ةٌ الْمُؤْمِّنُ بَ يْنَهُمْ مُحَقَّرٌ وَ الْفَاسِّ

أغَْنِّيَاؤُهُمْ يَسْرِّقُونَ زاَدَ الْفُقَراَءِّ وَ أَصَاغِّرُهُمْ يَ تَقَدَّمُونَ عَلَى  31[مُوَق َّرٌ أمَُراَؤُهُمْ جَاهِّلُونَ جَائِّرُونَ وَ عُلَمَاؤُهُمْ فِِّ أبَْ وَابِّ الظَّلَمَةِّ ]سَائِّرُونَ 
ََبِّ بََاَءِّ وَ كُلُّ جَاهِّلٍ عِّنْدَهُمْ خَبِّيٌر وَ كُلُّ محِّيلٍ عِّنْدَهُمْ فَقِّيٌر لََ يَُيَ ِّزُونَ بَيْنَ الْمُخْلِّصِّ وَ الْمُرْ الْكُ  تََابِّ لََ يَ عْرِّفُونَ الضَّأْنِّ مِّنَ الذ ِّ

مُْ يَِّيلُونَ  َنََّّ راَرُ خَلْقِّ اللََِّّّ عَلَى وَجْهِّ الَْْرْضِّ لِّْ مُْ مِّنْ أهَْلِّ الْعُدُولِّ وَ التَّحَرُّفِّ يُ بَالِّغُونَ  التَّصَوُّفِّ  وَ  الْفَلْسَفَةِّ إِّلََ  عُلَمَاؤُهُمْ شِّ وَ ايُْْ اللََِّّّ إِّنََّّ
يعَتَنَا وَ مُوَالِّيَنَا إِّنْ نَالُوا مَنْصَباا لَِْ يَشْبَعُوا عَنِّ الر ِّشَاءِّ وَ إِّ  لُّونَ شِّ مُْ قُطَّاعُ نْ خُذِّلُوا عَ فِِّ حُب ِّ مَُاَلِّفِّينَا وَ يُضِّ بَدُوا اللَََّّ عَلَى الر ِّيََّءِّ أَلََ إِّنََّّ
دِّينَ فَمَنْ أدَْركََهُمْ فَ لْيَحْذَرْهُمْ وَ لْيَصُنْ دِّينَهُ وَ  ْلَةِّ الْمُلْحِّ نِّيَن وَ الدُّعَاةُ إِّلََ نَِّ مٍ هَذَا مَا حَدَّثَنِِّ أَبِِّ طَرِّيقِّ الْمُؤْمِّ  إِّيَاَنهَُ ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ أبََِ هَاشِّ

 آبَِئِّهِّ جَعْفَرِّ بْنِّ مُحَمَّدٍ ع وَ هُوَ مِّنْ أَسْراَرِّنَا فاَكْتُمْهُ إِّلََّ عَنْ أهَْلِّهِّ. عَنْ 

Mohammed through a long chain of narrators says: 

Imam Al-Askari-asws said to Abi Hisham Al-Jaffari: Oh Abi Hisham! There will be a time when 
people seem to be happy, but their hearts are full of distress. The true Sunnah among them 
is described as an innovation; an innovation among them is called a Sunnah. A true believer 
among them is humiliated; a known heretic among them is highly respected. The ones who 
rule them are tyrants. Their scholars walk towards the gates of darkness. The wealthy 
people among them steal from their poor ones. The young ones are more esteemed than 
the elderly. Any ignorant will be taken as an expert scholar. People will not be able to 
distinguish between the faithful and the unfaithful. People will not be able to distinguish 
between human wolves and human sheep. Their scholars are the worst of Allah’s creation 
ever because they are inclined towards Philosophy and Sufism. By Allah! Those are the ones 
who bring aggression and corruption into Islam. They take our Shia astray. If they secure a 
high position, they will not get enough from corruption; if they do not, their acts of worship 
are nothing but pretence. They are the bandits on the ways of the believers. They are the 
ones who call for the path of the disbelievers. Beware them! Keep your faith secure from 
them! Safeguard your faith from them! Oh, Abi Hashim! This had been told to me by my 
forefathers, so keep what I told you safe and reveal it appropriately.32  

Some additional Ahadith on the topic are included in Appendices I and II. 

                                                      
(، ج1، ص: 262 29 سي  الإحتجاج على أهل اللجاج )للطير

ي 1)  30
 
  الصدرر: مندررة  ( ف

 ( اثبتناه من الصدرر  2)  31
 مستررك الوسائل و مستنبط الصسائل، ج11، ص: 380 32
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APPENDIX I 

When people mix Ahadith with their own words 

يمَ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَمَّنْ ذكََرهَُ عَنْ يوُنُسَ بْنِّ يَ عْقُوبَ قاَلَ كُنْتُ عِّنْدَ أَبِِّ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ  ) عليه السلَم ( فَ وَرَدَ عَلَيْهِّ رَجُلٌ مِّنْ أهَْلِّ عَلِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ
بُ كَلََمٍ وَ فِّقْهٍ وَ فَ راَئِّضَ وَ قَدْ  ئْتُ لِّمُنَاظَرةَِّ أَصْحَابِّكَ الشَّامِّ فَ قَالَ إِّن ِّ رَجُلٌ صَاحِّ  جِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from the one who mentioned it, from Yunus Bin Yaqoub who said,  

‘I was in the presence of Abu Abdullah-asws, and a man from the people of Syria arrived to 
him-asws. So he said, ‘I am a man who is a master of theology, and jurisprudence, and the 
Obligations (a high priest), and I have come to debate your-asws companions’.  

دِّكَ فَ قَالَ مِّنْ كَلََمِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( كَلََمُكَ مِّنْ كَلََمِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( أوَْ مِّنْ عِّنْ 
عْتَ الْوَحْيَ عَنِّ صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ مِّنْ عِّنْدِّي فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( فَأنَْتَ إِّذاا شَرِّيكُ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ قاَلَ   لََ قاَلَ فَسَمِّ

كَُ قاَلَ لََ قاَلَ  بُ طاَعَتُكَ كَمَا تَِّبُ طاَعَةُ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( قاَلَ لََ  اللََِّّّ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ يُُْبَِّ  فَ تَجِّ

So Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘Is you speech from the words of Rasool-Allah-saww, or from 
yourself?’ So he said, ‘From the words of Rasool-Allah-saww and from myself’. So Abu 
Abdullah-asws said: ‘So then you are a partner of Rasool-Allah-saww’. He said, ‘No’. He-asws said: 
‘So you hear the Revelation from Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic Informing you?’ He said, 
‘No’. He-asws said: ‘So is obedience to you Obligated, just as the obedience to Rasool-Allah-

saww is Obligated?’ He said, ‘No’.  

أنَْ يَ تَكَلَّمَ ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ يوُنُسُ لَوْ كُنْتَ  فاَلْتَ فَتَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( إِّلَيَّ فَ قَالَ يََّ يوُنُسَ بْنَ يَ عْقُوبَ هَذَا قَدْ خَصَمَ نَ فْسَهُ قَ بْلَ 
نُ الْكَلََمَ كَلَّمْتَهُ قاَلَ يوُنُسُ فَ يَا لََاَ مِّنْ حَسْرَةٍ فَ قُلْ  َصْحَابِّ تَُْسِّ تُ جُعِّلْتُ فِّدَاكَ إِّن ِّ سِّْعْتُكَ تَ ن ْهَى عَنِّ الْكَلََمِّ وَ تَ قُولُ وَيْلٌ لِّْ

قَادُ وَ هَذَا يُ نْسَاقُ وَ هَذَا لََ ي نُْسَاقُ وَ هَذَا نَ عْقِّلُهُ وَ  قَادُ وَ هَذَا لََ يُ ن ْ بْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه هَذَا لََ نَ عْقِّلُهُ فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَ  الْكَلََمِّ يَ قُولُونَ هَذَا يُ ن ْ
اَ قُ لْتُ فَ وَيْلٌ لََمُْ إِّنْ تَ ركَُوا مَا أقَُولُ وَ ذَهَبُوا إِّلََ مَا يرُِّيدُونَ   السلَم ( إِّنََّّ

So, Abu Abdullah-asws turned towards me and said: ‘O Yunus Bin Yaqoub! This one has 
debated against himself before he even spoke’. Then he-asws said: ‘O Yunus! If you are good 
at speaking, speak to him’. Yunus said, ‘Alas, at the regret of it’. So I said, ‘May I be sacrificed 
for you-asws! I heard you-asws forbidding from the speaking, and you-asws were saying: ‘Woe be 
on the companions of the speech who are saying, ‘This is guiding/deliverance and this is not 
guiding, and this is drifting and this is not drifting, and this we understand it and this we do 
not understand it’. So Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘But rather, I-asws said: ‘So woe be unto them if 
they are neglecting what I-asws am saying and are going to whatever they are wanting to go 
to’.  
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لْهُ قاَلَ فَأَدْخَلْتُ حُمْراَنَ  نَ الْمُتَكَل ِّمِّيَن فأََدْخِّ نُ الْكَلََمَ وَ أدَْخَلْتُ بْنَ أعَْيَنَ وَ كَانَ ثَُُّ قاَلَ ليِّ اخْرُْ  إِّلََ الْبَابِّ فاَنْظرُْ مَنْ تَ رَى مِّ يُُْسِّ
نُ الْكَلََمَ وَ أدَْخَلْتُ قَ يْسَ  نُ الْكَلََمَ وَ أدَْخَلْتُ هِّشَامَ بْنَ سَالٍِِّ وَ كَانَ يُُْسِّ رِّ وَ كَانَ عِّنْدِّي أَحْسَنَ هُمْ   الَْْحْوَلَ وَ كَانَ يُُْسِّ بْنَ الْمَاصِّ

ي ِّ بْنِّ الحُْسَيْنِّ ) عليه السلَم (كَلََماا وَ كَانَ قَدْ تَ عَلَّمَ الْكَلََمَ مِّنْ عَ 
 لِّ

Then he-asws said to me: ‘Go out to the door and look for the one you see from the speakers 
and bring him in’. He (the narrator) said, ‘So I brought in Humran Bin Ayn, and he was good 
of the speech, and I brought in Al-Ahowl and he was good of the speech, and I brought in 
Hisham Bin Salim and he was good of the speech, and I brought in Qays Bin Al-Masir and he 
was, in my presence, the best of them in speech, and he had learnt the speech from Ali Bin 
Al-Husayn-asws. 

ماا فِِّ جَ ف َ  بَلٍ فِِّ طرََفِّ الْحرََمِّ فِِّ فاَزةٍَ لَهُ مَضْرُوبةٍَ لَمَّا اسْتَ قَرَّ بِّنَا الْمَجْلِّسُ وَ كَانَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( قَ بْلَ الحَْج ِّ يَسْتَقِّرُّ أيََّّ
 هِّ فإَِّذَا هُوَ بِّبَعِّيٍر يَُُبُّ فَ قَالَ هِّشَامٌ وَ رَب ِّ الْكَعْبَةِّ قاَلَ فأََخْرََ  أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( رَأْسَهُ مِّنْ فاَزتَِّ 

So when the gatherers sat down, and it was so that Abu Abdullah-asws, before the Hajj, used 
to hold gatherings for days in a mountain by the side of the Sanctuary inside a tent struck 
for him-asws. So Abu Abdullah-asws brought out his-asws head from his-asws tent, and there was a 
camel growling. So he-asws said, ‘Hisham! By the Lord-azwj of the Kabah!’.  

يَْ تُهُ وَ ليَْسَ فِّيناَ قاَلَ فَظنََ نَّا أنََّ هِّشَاماا رَجُلٌ مِّنْ وُلْدِّ عَقِّيلٍ كَانَ شَدِّيدَ الْمَحَبَّ  ةِّ لَهُ قاَلَ فَ وَرَدَ هِّشَامُ بْنُ الحَْكَمِّ وَ هُوَ أوََّلُ مَا اخْتَطَّتْ لحِّ
رُنَا بِّقَلْبِّ  نْهُ قاَلَ فَ وَسَّعَ لَهُ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( وَ قاَلَ نَاصِّ ن اا مِّ  هِّ وَ لِّسَانِّهِّ وَ يدَِّهِّ إِّلََّ مَنْ هُوَ أَكْبََُ سِّ

He (the narrator) said, ‘So we thought that Hisham was a man from the children of Aqeel for 
whom he-asws had intense love for. Hisham Bin Al-Hakam arrived and he was the first who 
had sprouted his beard, and there wasn’t among us anyone except he was older in age than 
him. So Abu Abdullah-asws made space for him as said, ‘He helps us by his heart, and his 
tongue, and his hands’.  

هُ فَظَهَرَ عَلَيْهِّ الَْْحْوَلُ ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ هِّشَامَ بْنَ سَالٍِِّ  مَ ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ حُمْراَنُ كَل ِّمِّ الرَّجُلَ فَكَلَّمَهُ فَظَهَرَ عَلَيْهِّ حُمْراَنُ ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ طاَقِّيُّ كَل ِّمْهُ فَكَلَّ 
رِّ كَل ِّمْهُ فَكَلَّمَهُ فَأقَْ بَلَ  أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( يَضْحَكُ مِّنْ  كَل ِّمْهُ فَ تَ عَارَفاَ ثَُُّ قاَلَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( لِّقَيْسٍ الْمَاصِّ

 ا مَِِّّا قَدْ أَصَابَ الشَّامِّيَّ فَ قَالَ لِّلشَّامِّي ِّ كَل ِّمْ هَذَا الْغُلََمَ يَ عْنِِّ هِّشَامَ بْنَ الحَْكَمِّ فَ قَالَ نَ عَمْ كَلََمِّهِّمَ 

Then he-asws said: ‘O Humran! Speak to the man’. So he spoke to him and was victorious over 
him. Then he-asws said: ‘O Taaqy (Al-Ahowl)! Speak to him’. So he spoke to him and Al Ahowl 
was victorious over him. Then he-asws said: ‘O Hisham Bin Salim! Speak to him’. So they were 
both equal. Then Abu Abdullah-asws said to Qays Al-Masir: ‘Speak to him!’. So he spoke to 
him, and Abu Abdullah-asws laughed due to both their speeches from what had hit the Syrian, 
and he-asws said to the Syrian: ‘Speak to this boy’, meaning Hisham Bin Al-Hakam. So he said, 
‘Yes’.  
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هِّمْ فَ قَالَ لَِِّّشَامٍ يََّ غُلََمُ سَلْنِِّ فِِّ إِّمَامَةِّ هَذَا فَ غَضِّبَ هِّشَامٌ حَ  نَْ فُسِّ لَْقِّهِّ أمَْ خَلْقُهُ لِّْ تََّّ ارْتَ عَدَ ثَُُّ قاَلَ لِّلشَّامِّي ِّ يََّ هَذَا أَ ربَُّكَ أنَْظرَُ لِّْ
لَْقِّهِّ قاَلَ فَ فَعَلَ بِّنَظرَِّهِّ لََمُْ مَا ذَا قاَلَ أقَاَمَ لََمُْ حُجَّةا وَ  شَت َّتُوا أوَْ يَُْتَلِّفُوا يَ تَألََّفُهُمْ وَ يقُِّيمُ دَلِّيلَا كَيْلََ يَ تَ فَ قَالَ الشَّامِّيُّ بلَْ رَبِ ِّ أنَْظرَُ لِّْ

هُُمْ بِّفَرْضِّ رَبِ ِِّّمْ   أوََدَهُمْ وَ يُُْبَِّ

So he said to Hisham, ‘O boy! Ask me regarding the Imamate of this one-asws’. So Hisham got 
angered to the extent that he trembled, then said to the Syrian, ‘O you! Is your Lord-azwj 
Watching over His-azwj creatures or are the creatures watching out for themselves?’ So the 
Syrian said, ‘But, my Lord-azwj Looks after His-azwj creatures’. He said, ‘So what is that which 
He-azwj Does by His-azwj Look out for them?’ He said, ‘He-azwj Established a Divine Authority 
and evidence, lest they be disunited or differ, so he would unite them and inform them of 
the Impositions of their Lord-azwj’.  

امٌ فَ بَ عْدَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( قاَلَ الْكِّتَابُ وَ السُّنَّةُ قاَلَ قاَلَ فَمَنْ هُوَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( قاَلَ هِّشَ 
خْتِّلََفِّ عَنَّا قاَلَ الشَّامِّيُّ نَ عَمْ قاَلَ فَ  رْ هِّشَامٌ فَ هَلْ نَ فَعَنَا الْيَ وْمَ الْكِّتَابُ وَ السُّنَّةُ فِِّ رَفْعِّ الَِّ نَا مِّنَ لِّمَ اخْتَ لَفْنَا أنََا وَ أنَْتَ وَ صِّ ََ إِّليَ ْ

كَ   الشَّامِّ فِِّ مَُاَلَفَتِّنَا إِّيََّّ

He (Hisham) said, ‘So who is he?’ He said, ‘Rasool-Allah-saww’. Hisham said, ‘So, after Rasool-
Allah-saww?’ He said, ‘The Book and the Sunnah’. Hisham said, ‘So would the Book and the 
Sunnah benefit us today in sorting out the differing from us?’ The Syrian said, ‘Yes’. He said, 
‘Why (then) are we differing, me and you, and you have come to us from Syrian regarding 
the differences among you (and us)?’  

 ) عليه السلَم ( لِّلشَّامِّي ِّ مَا لَكَ لََ تَ تَكَلَّمُ قاَلَ الشَّامِّيُّ إِّنْ قُ لْتُ لَِْ خَْْتَلِّفْ كَذَبْتُ وَ إِّنْ قاَلَ فَسَكَتَ الشَّامِّيُّ فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ 
مَُا يَُْتَمِّلََنِّ الْوُجُوهَ وَ إِّ  َنََّّ خْتِّلََفَ أبَْطلَْتُ لِّْ دٍ مِّنَّا يدََّعِّي  نْ قُ لْتُ قُ لْتُ إِّنَّ الْكِّتَابَ وَ السُّنَّةَ يَ رْفَ عَانِّ عَنَّا الَِّ قَدِّ اخْتَ لَفْنَا وَ كُلُّ وَاحِّ

فَعْنَا إِّذَنِّ الْكِّتَابُ وَ السُّنَّةُ إِّلََّ أنََّ ليِّ عَلَيْهِّ هَذِّهِّ الحُْجَّةَ   الحَْقَّ فَ لَمْ يَ ن ْ

He (the narrator) said, ‘So the Syrian was silent, and Abu Abdullah-asws said to the Syrian, 
‘What is the matter with you, you are not speaking?’ The Syrian said, ‘If I were to say that 
we do not differ, I would be lying, and if I were to say that the Book and the Sunnah have 
both sorted the differences from us, it would be invalid, because they both carry the 
(various) aspects, and if I were to say that we have differed and each one of us is claiming 
the Truth, so the Book and the Sunnah would not benefit us except if there is for me, this 
Divine Authority over it’. 

مُْ أوَْ أنَْ فُسُهُمْ فَ قَالَ فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه ال مُْ أنَْظرَُ  سلَم ( سَلْهُ تَِّدْهُ مَلِّي اا فَ قَالَ الشَّامِّيُّ يََّ هَذَا مَنْ أنَْظرَُ لِّلْخَلْقِّ أَ رَبُِّ هِّشَامٌ رَبُِّ
هِّمْ فَ قَالَ الشَّامِّيُّ فَ هَلْ أقَاَمَ لََمُْ مَنْ يََْمَعُ لََمُْ كَلِّمَتَ هُ  نَْ فُسِّ هُمْ لِّْ ن ْ َق ِّهِّمْ مِّنْ بَِطِّلِّهِّمْ قاَلَ هِّشَامٌ فِِّ لََمُْ مِّ هُُمْ بِِّ مْ وَ يقُِّيمُ أوََدَهُمْ وَ يُُْبَِّ

صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ السَّاعَةِّ وَقْتِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( أوَِّ السَّاعَةِّ قاَلَ الشَّامِّيُّ فِِّ وَقْتِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) 
خْبَارِّ السَّمَاءِّ وَ الَْْرْضِّ وِّراَثَ مَنْ ف َ  نَُا بَِِّ  ةا عَنْ أَبٍ عَنْ جَدٍ  قَالَ هِّشَامٌ هَذَا الْقَاعِّدُ الَّذِّي تُشَدُّ إِّليَْهِّ الر ِّحَالُ وَ يُُْبَِّ

So Abu Abdullah-asws said, ‘Ask him. You will find him full (of knowledge)’. So the Syrian said, 
‘O you! Who watches out for the creatures, is it their Lord-azwj or they themselves?’ So 
Hisham said, ‘Their Lord-azwj Watches out more for them than they do themselves’. So the 
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Syrian said, ‘So does He-azwj Establish for them the one-asws who would gather their speeches 
(to be in unison) and he-asws would inform them of their rights from their wrongs?’ Hisham 
said, ‘During the time of Rasool-Allah-saww, or at the moment?’ The Syrian said: ‘During the 
time of Rasool-Allah-saww, and at the moment, who?’ So Hisham said, ‘This here is the guide-

asws to whom the riders travel and he-asws informs us with the news of the sky and the earth, 
and is an inheritor from a father-asws, and from a grandfather-asws’.  

سَلْهُ عَمَّا بدََا لَكَ قاَلَ الشَّامِّيُّ قَطعَْتَ عُذْرِّي فَ عَلَيَّ السُّؤَالُ فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ )  قاَلَ الشَّامِّيُّ فَكَيْفَ ليِّ أنَْ أعَْلَمَ ذَلِّكَ قاَلَ هِّشَامٌ 
كَُ كَيْفَ كَانَ سَفَرُكَ وَ كَيْفَ كَانَ طرَِّيقُكَ كَانَ كَذَا وَ كَذَا فَأقَْ بَلَ الشَّامِّ  قْتَ أَسْلَمْتُ للََِِّّّّ يُّ يَ قُولُ صَدَ عليه السلَم ( يََّ شَامِّيُّ أُخْبَِّ

يَاَ سْلََمَ قَ بْلَ الِّْْ للََِّّّ السَّاعَةَ إِّنَّ الِّْْ يَاَنُ السَّاعَةَ فَ قَالَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( بلَْ آمَنْتَ بِِّ نِّ وَ عَلَيْهِّ يَ تَ وَارثَوُنَ وَ يَ تَ نَاكَحُونَ وَ الِّْْ
 عَلَيْهِّ يُ ثاَبوُنَ 

The Syrian said, ‘So how would it be for me that I would come to know that?’ Hisham said, 
‘Ask him-asws about whatever comes to you’. The Syrian said, ‘My excuses are cut off, so 
upon me is the question’. So Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘O Syrian! I-asws shall inform you how 
your journey was, and how your travel path was. It was such and such’. So the Syrian turned 
facing, saying, ‘You-asws speak the truth. I submit to Allah-azwj (become Muslim) this very 
moment’. So Abu Abdullah-asws said: ‘But, at the moment, you believe in Allah-azwj. Al-Islam is 
before the Eman, and upon it they (people) are inheriting and are marrying, and (as for) the 
Eman, upon it they are being Rewarded’.  

ُ وَ أنََّ مُحَمَّداا  يَاءِّ  فَ قَالَ الشَّامِّيُّ صَدَقْتَ فأََنَا السَّاعَةَ أَشْهَدُ أنَْ لََ إِّلَهَ إِّلََّ اللََّّ  رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ أنََّكَ وَصِّيُّ الَْْوْصِّ

So the Syrian said, ‘You-asws speak the truth. So I, at this moment, testify that there is no god 
except Allah-azwj, and that Muhammad-saww is Rasool-Allah-saww, and you-asws are a successor-

asws of the successors-asws’.  

يبُ وَ  الْتَ فَتَ إِّلََ هِّشَامِّ بْنِّ سَالٍِِّ فَ قَالَ ترُِّيدُ ثَُُّ الْتَ فَتَ أبَوُ عَبْدِّ اللََِّّّ ) عليه السلَم ( إِّلََ حُمْراَنَ فَ قَالَ تَُْرِّي الْكَلََمَ عَلَى الْْثَرَِّ فَ تُصِّ
رُ بَِطِّلَا بِّبَاطِّلٍ إِّلََّ أَنَّ بَِطِّلَكَ أَظْهَرُ ثَُُّ الْتَ فَتَ الْْثََ رَ وَ لََ تَ عْرِّفُهُ ثَُُّ الْت َ  رِّ فَ قَالَ فَتَ إِّلََ الَْْحْوَلِّ فَ قَالَ قَ يَّاسٌ رَوَّاغٌ تَكْسِّ إِّلََ قَ يْسٍ الْمَاصِّ

نْهُ تََزُُْ  الْحقََّ مَعَ الْبَاطِّلِّ وَ قلَِّيلُ الْحقَ ِّ تَ تَكَلَّمُ وَ أقَْ رَبُ مَا تَكُونُ مِّنَ الَْْبََِّ عَنْ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( أبَ ْ  عَدُ مَا تَكُونُ مِّ
 يَكْفِّي عَنْ كَثِّيرِّ الْبَاطِّلِّ أنَْتَ وَ الَْْحْوَلُ قَ فَّازاَنِّ حَاذِّقاَنِّ 

Then Abu Abdullah-asws turned towards Humran and he-asws said, ‘You should flow the speech 
upon the Hadeeth, so you would be correct’. And he-asws turned towards Hisham Bin Salim 
and he-asws said, ‘You intend the Hadeeth but you do not recognise it’. Then he-asws turned 
towards Al-Ahowl and he-asws said: ‘You analogise, dodging (issues), breaking the falsehood 
with the falsehood, except that your falsehood was victorious’. Then he-asws turned towards 
Qays Al-Masir and he-asws said: ‘You spoke, and you were as close as you can happen to be 
from the Hadeeth from Rasool-Allah-saww (while using a method) as remote as can happen to 
be from him-saww. You mix the Truth with the falsehood, and the little of the Truth can 
suffice from the lot of falsehood. You and Al-Ahowl are both manoeuvring around skilfully’.  
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لَْْرْ  قاَلَ يوُنُسُ فَظنََ نْتُ وَ اللََِّّّ أنََّهُ يَ قُولُ  ََ لَِِّّشَامٍ قَرِّيباا مَِِّّا قاَلَ لََمَُا ثَُُّ قاَلَ يََّ هِّشَامُ لََ تَكَادُ تَ قَعُ تَ لْوِّي رِّجْلَيْكَ إِّذَا هَََمْتَ بِِّ ضِّ طِّرْ
 ُ ثْ لُكَ فَ لْيُكَل ِّمِّ النَّاسَ فاَتَّقِّ الزَّلَّةَ وَ الشَّفَاعَةُ مِّنْ وَراَئِّهَا إِّنْ شَاءَ اللََّّ  مِّ

Yunus said, ‘So I thought, ‘By Allah-azwj, he-asws would be saying to Hisham close to what he-

asws said to them both’. Then he-asws said: ‘O Hisham! You almost fall down, tangling your 
legs. When you hit the ground, you fly off (like a bird). The likes of you, so let him speak to 
the people. But fear the slips, and the intercession is from behind it, if Allah-azwj so Desires’.33  

                                                      
33 Al Kafi V 1 – The Book Of Divine Authority CH 1 H 4 
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APPENDIX II  

Sermon of Amir ul-Momineen-asws on changing of 
Sunnah: 

يمَ عَنْ أبَِّيهِّ عَنْ حَمَّادِّ بْنِّ عِّيسَى عَنْ إِّبْ رَ عَ  نِّيَن ) عليه لِّيُّ بْنُ إِّبْ راَهِّ اهِّيمَ بْنِّ عُثْمَانَ عَنْ سُلَيْمِّ بْنِّ قَ يْسٍ الَِّلََليِّ ِّ قاَلَ خَطَبَ أمَِّيُر الْمُؤْمِّ
مْ خَلَّتَانِّ ات ِّبَاعُ خْوَفَ مَا أَخَافُ عَلَيْكُ السلَم ( فَحَمِّدَ اللَََّّ وَ أثَْنََّ عَلَيْهِّ ثَُُّ صَلَّى عَلَى النَّبِِّ ِّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( ثَُُّ قاَلَ أَلََ إِّنَّ أَ 

رَةَ  ي الْْخِّ  الَْوََى وَ طوُلُ الَْْمَلِّ أمََّا ات ِّبَاعُ الَْوََى فَ يَصُدُّ عَنِّ الْحقَ ِّ وَ أمََّا طوُلُ الَْْمَلِّ فَ يُ نْسِّ

Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Hamaad Bin Isa, from Ibrahim Bin Usman, from Sulaym Bin Qays Al-Hilaly 
who said: 

‘Amir-ul-Momineen-asws preached, so he-asws Praised Allah-azwj and Extolled Him-azwj, then sent 
greetings of peace ‘Salam’ upon the Prophet-saww, then said: ‘Indeed! From the fears what I-

asws fear for you are two categories – following of desires and long hopes. As for the 
following of desires, so it will sway you away from the truth, and as for the long hopes, so 
they will make you forget the Hereafter. 

رَةَ قَدْ تَ رَحَّلَتْ  نْ يَا قَدْ تَ رَحَّلَتْ مُدْبِّرَةا وَ إِّنَّ الْْخِّ رَةِّ وَ لََ تَكُونوُا مِّنْ أبَْ نَاءِّ أَلََ إِّنَّ الدُّ دَةٍ بَ نُونَ فَكُونوُا مِّنْ أبَْ نَاءِّ الْْخِّ مُقْبِّلَةا وَ لِّكُل ِّ وَاحِّ
اَ بدَْءُ وُقُوعِّ الْفِّتَِّ  سَابٌ وَ لََ عَمَلَ وَ إِّنََّّ سَابَ وَ إِّنَّ غَداا حِّ نْ يَا فإَِّنَّ الْيَ وْمَ عَمَلٌ وَ لََ حِّ تَدعَُ يُُاَلَفُ  مِّنْ أهَْوَاءٍ تُ ت َّبَعُ الدُّ وَ أَحْكَامٍ تُ ب ْ

 فِّيهَا حُكْمُ اللََِّّّ يَ تَ وَلََّ فِّيهَا رِّجَالٌ رِّجَالَا 

Indeed! The world has moved backwards (away from you) and that the Hereafter has 
moved forward (towards you), and for each of these are sons. So become from the sons of 
the Hereafter and do not become from the sons of the world, for today is the day of the 
deeds and there is no Reckoning, but tomorrow is the (day of) Reckoning and no (room to 
perform) deeds.  

However, the commencement of the strife ‘Fitna’ occurs from the following of desires, and 
(the man made) rules are followed in opposition to the Commands of Allah-azwj, so that a 
man would rule over a man (using these rules). 

غْثٌ وَ مِّنْ هَذَا  أَلََ إِّنَّ الْحقََّ لَوْ خَلَصَ لَِْ يَكُنِّ اخْتِّلََفٌ وَ لَوْ أنََّ الْبَاطِّلَ خَلَصَ  جاى لَكِّنَّهُ يُ ؤْخَذُ مِّنْ هَذَا ضِّ لَِْ يَُُفْ عَلَى ذِّي حِّ
غْثٌ فَ يُمْزَجَانِّ فَ يُجَلَّلََنِّ مَعاا فَ هُنَالِّكَ يَسْتَ وْليِّ الشَّيْطاَنُ عَلَى أوَْلِّيَائِّهِّ وَ نَََا الَّذِّينَ سَبَ قَتْ    لََمُْ مِّنَ اللََِّّّ الْحسُْنََّ ضِّ

Indeed! Surely the truth, had it been pure, there would have been no differing, and had the 
falsehood been pure, there would have been no fear about the one with the proof, but they 
take a fistful from this and a fistful from this, so they are mixed together. So that is where 
the Satan-la rules over his-la friends, and the ones for whom goodness has preceded from 
Allah-azwj escape from this. 
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نَةٌ يَ رْبوُ فِّيهَا الصَّ  يَ هْرَمُ فِّيهَا الْكَبِّيُر يََْرِّي النَّاسُ  غِّيُر وَ إِّن ِّ سِّْعْتُ رَسُولَ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( يَ قُولُ كَيْفَ أنَْ تُمْ إِّذَا لبََسَتْكُمْ فِّت ْ
هَا شَيْ  ن ْ َ مِّ ذُونََّاَ سُنَّةا فإَِّذَا غُير ِّ هَا وَ يَ تَّخِّ َِّ السُّنَّةُ وَ قَدْ أتََى النَّاسُ مُنْكَراا ثَُُّ تَشْتَدُّ الْبَلِّيَّةُ وَ تُسْبََ الذُّر ِّيَّةُ وَ عَلَي ْ َ تَدُق ُّهُمُ ءٌ قِّيلَ قَدْ غُير ِّ

اَ وَ يَ تَ فَقَّهُونَ لِّغَيْرِّ اللََِّّّ وَ يَ تَ عَلَّمُ الْفِّت ْ  عَْمَالِّ نَةُ كَمَا تَدُقُّ النَّارُ الحَْطَبَ وَ كَمَا تَدُقُّ الرَّحَى بِّثِّفَالَِّ نْ يَا بِِّ ونَ لِّغَيْرِّ الْعَمَلِّ وَ يطَْلبُُونَ الدُّ
رَةِّ   الْْخِّ

I-asws heard the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj saying: ‘How will your condition be when you are 
clothed in ‘Fitna’ (strife) in which the young ones will grow older while the adults would 
become elderly. The people will flow towards it (fitna) and take it as a Sunnah. So if 
something is altered therein, they will say, ‘The Sunnah has been altered’, and the people 
would have become deniers. Then the affliction would intensify, and the offspring would 
become captivated and the ‘Fitna’ (strife) would consume them just as the fire consumes 
the firewood, or just as the millstone grinds upon its lower base. And they would learn the 
Laws for the sake of other than Allah-azwj, and they would learn for the sake of other than 
doing good deeds, and they will be coveting the world instead of working for the Hereafter. 

يعَتِّهِّ فَ قَالَ قَدْ عَمِّلَتِّ الْوُلََةُ قَ بْلِّي أَ ثَُُّ أقَ ْ  عْمَالَا خَالَفُوا فِّيهَا رَسُولَ اللََِّّّ ) صلى بَلَ بِّوَجْهِّهِّ وَ حَوْلَهُ نَاسٌ مِّنْ أهَْلِّ بَ يْتِّهِّ وَ خَاصَّتِّهِّ وَ شِّ
يَن لِّعَهْدِّهِّ مُغَير ِِّّينِّ لِّسُ  عِّهَا وَ إِّلََ مَا  الله عليه وآله ( مُتَ عَم ِّدِّينَ لِِّّْلََفِّهِّ نَاقِّضِّ نَّتِّهِّ وَ لَوْ حَملَْتُ النَّاسَ عَلَى تَ ركِّْهَا وَ حَوَّلْتُ هَا إِّلََ مَوَاضِّ

َ الَّذِّينَ عَرَفُوا فَ  كَانَتْ فِِّ عَهْدِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( لتََ فَرَّقَ عَنِ ِّ جُنْدِّي حَتََّّ أبَْ قَى وَحْدِّي أوَْ قلَِّيلٌ مِّنْ  يعَتِِّ  ضْلِّي شِّ

Then he-asws turned his-asws face towards those from his-asws family and his-asws special ones 
and his-asws Shiites who were around him-asws, so he-asws said: ‘The rulers before me-asws acted 
in opposition to the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj deliberately breaching the Covenant with 
him-saww and altering his-saww Sunnah.  

And if I-asws had burdened the people on avoiding it, and turned it back to its place and to 
what is used to be in the era of the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj, my-asws army would disperse 
from me-asws to the extent that there would remain only myself-asws or a few from my-asws 
Shiites who recognise my-asws ‘Fazilat’ (virtues).  

يمَ ) عليه السلَم (  وَ فَ رْضَ إِّمَامَتِِّ مِّنْ كِّتَابِّ اللََِّّّ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ وَ سُنَّةِّ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( أَ  قََامِّ إِّبْ راَهِّ َُ بِِّ رأَيَْ تُمْ لَوْ أمََرْ
َُ فَدكَاا إِّلََ وَرثََ  عِّ الَّذِّي وَضَعَهُ فِّيهِّ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ رَدَدْ َُ فَ رَدَدْتهُُ إِّلََ الْمَوْضِّ ةِّ فاَطِّمَةَ ) عليها السلَم ( وَ رَدَدْ

قَْ وَامٍ لَِْ  صَاعَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) تَُْضَ لََمُْ وَ صلى الله عليه وآله ( كَمَا كَانَ وَ أمَْضَيْتُ قَطاَئِّعَ أقَْطَعَهَا رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( لِّْ
فَذْ   لَِْ تُ ن ْ

And my-asws Imamate has been Obligated from the Book of Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic, 
and the Sunnah of the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj. Consider (what would happen) if I-asws 
were to order for the Maqaam e Ibrahim-as to be returned to its place where it was placed 
by the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj, and returned the (plantation of) Fadak to the inheritors 
of Fatima-asws, and returned to the ‘Sa’a’ (unit of measurement) to just as it was before, and 
execute the treaties which were made by the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj for the people, 
which were never executed nor were those ever established,  
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اَ وَ ن َ وَ رَ  يَ بِِّ َُ قَضَايََّ مِّنَ الْْوَْرِّ قُضِّ دِّ وَ رَدَدْ َُ دَارَ جَعْفَرٍ إِّلََ وَرثَتَِّهِّ وَ هَدَمْتُ هَا مِّنَ الْمَسْجِّ زَعْتُ نِّسَاءا تََْتَ رِّجَالٍ بِّغَيْرِّ حَقٍ  دَدْ
هِّنَّ وَ اسْتَ قْبَ لْتُ بِِِّّنَّ الحُْكْمَ فِِّ الْفُرُو ِّ  مَ مِّنْ أرَْضِّ خَيْبَََ  فَ رَدَدْتَُنَُّ إِّلََ أزَْوَاجِّ َُ مَا قُسِّ وَ الَْْحْكَامِّ وَ سَبَ يْتُ ذَراَرِّيَّ بَنِِّ تَ غْلِّبَ وَ رَدَدْ

لسَّوِّيَّةِّ وَ  َُ دَوَاوِّينَ الْعَطاَيََّ وَ أعَْطيَْتُ كَمَا كَانَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( يُ عْطِّي بِِّ الَْْغْنِّيَاءِّ وَ  لَِْ أَجْعَلْهَا دُولَةا بَيْنَ  وَ مَحَوْ
ُ عَزَّ وَ جَلَّ  َُ خُُُسَ الرَّسُولِّ كَمَا أنَْ زَلَ اللََّّ   وَ فَ رَضَهُ ألَْقَيْتُ الْمَسَاحَةَ وَ سَوَّيْتُ بَيْنَ الْمَنَاكِّحِّ وَ أنَْ فَذْ

And return the house of Ja’far-as to his-as inheritors, and demolish it from the Masjid, and 
rescind the inequitable Judgements which were judged and remove the women who are 
under (married to) certain men without right and return them back to their husbands, and 
issue the order regarding the matrimony, and the orders regarding the captives of the Clan 
of Taghlub, and return what was distributed from the land of Khyber, and erase the register 
of gifts and give it out as the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj used to give it out in an equitable 
manner and not make it to be distributed between the rich, and drop Al-Musahaat 
(currency), and equalise between the marriages, and enforce the Khums of the Messenger-

saww just as it had been Commanded by Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic and make it to be 
obligatory,  

دَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه  َُ مَسْجِّ نْهُ وَ وَ رَدَدْ َُ مَا فتُِّحَ فِّيهِّ مِّنَ الْْبَْ وَابِّ وَ فَ تَحْتُ مَا سُدَّ مِّ وآله ( إِّلََ مَا كَانَ عَلَيْهِّ وَ سَدَدْ
لتَّ  َُ بِِّ عَتَيْنِّ وَ أمََرْ َُ بِِِّّحْلََلِّ الْمُت ْ َُ عَلَى النَّبِّيذِّ وَ أمََرْ ٍَ وَ كْبِّيرِّ عَلَى الَْْ حَرَّمْتُ الْمَسْحَ عَلَى الْْفَُّيْنِّ وَ حَدَدْ نَائِّزِّ خَُْسَ تَكْبِّيراَ
لَ مَعَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى  يمِّ وَ أَخْرَجْتُ مَنْ أدُْخِّ دِّهِّ مَِِّّنْ كَانَ ألَْزَمْتُ النَّاسَ الْْهَْرَ بِّبِّسْمِّ اللََِّّّ الرَّحْمَنِّ الرَّحِّ الله عليه وآله ( فِِّ مَسْجِّ

أدَْخَلْتُ مَنْ أُخْرَِّ  بَ عْدَ رَسُولِّ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( مَِِّّنْ كَانَ رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى رَسُولُ اللََِّّّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( أَخْرَجَهُ وَ 
 الله عليه وآله ( أدَْخَلَهُ 

And return the Masjid of the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj to what it used to be, and shut 
what was in it from the doors, and open what has been closed in it, and prohibit the wiping 
(Masaah) upon the socks, and enforce the punishment upon the partaking of Al-Nabeedh 
(intoxicant), and make the two Mu’tah’s to be permissible, and order for the Takbeer over 
the dead body as five Takbeers, and necessitate the people to recite ‘In the Name of Allah-

azwj the Beneficent the Merciful’ aloud (in the Prayer), and throw out the one who has been 
included with the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj in his-saww Masjid the one whom the 
Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj had thrown out, and enter the one who had been thrown out 
after the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj whom the Messenger-saww of Allah-azwj had included,  

َُ الْوُضُوءَ وَ وَ حَملَْتُ النَّاسَ عَلَى حُكْمِّ الْقُرْآنِّ وَ عَلَى الطَّلََقِّ عَلَى السُّنَّةِّ وَ أَ  َِّ عَلَى أَصْنَافِّهَا وَ حُدُودِّهَا وَ رَدَدْ َُ الصَّدَقاَ خَذْ
عِّهِّمْ  َُ أهَْلَ نََْراَنَ إِّلََ مَوَاضِّ عِّهَا وَ رَدَدْ َُ سَبَايََّ فاَرِّسَ وَ سَائِّرِّ الُْْمَمِّ إِّ الْغُسْلَ وَ الصَّلََةَ إِّلََ مَوَاقِّيتِّهَا وَ شَراَئِّعِّهَا وَ مَوَاضِّ لََ  وَ رَدَدْ

 كِّتَابِّ اللََِّّّ وَ سُنَّةِّ نبَِّي ِّهِّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( 

And burden the people to the Commands of the Quran and upon the divorce to be in 
accordance with the Sunnah, and take the charities upon its types and its limits, and return 
the ablution and the (major) ablution and the Prayer to its prescribed times, and its laws and 
its places, and return the people of Najraan to their own places, and return the Persian 
captives, and the rest of the community to the Book of Allah-azwj and the Sunnah of its 
Prophet-saww. 
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َُ النَّاسَ أنَْ لََ يََْتَمِّعُوا فِِّ شَهْرِّ رَمَضَانَ إِّلََّ فِِّ فَرِّيضَةٍ   وَ أعَْلَمْتُ هُمْ أنََّ اجْتِّمَاعَهُمْ فِِّ الن َّوَافِّلِّ بِّدْعَةٌ إِّذاا لتََ فَرَّقُوا عَنِ ِّ وَ اللََِّّّ لَقَدْ أمََرْ
هَانَا عَنِّ الصَّلََةِّ فِِّ شَهْرِّ رَمَضَانَ تَطَوُّعاا وَ لَقَدْ فَ تَ نَادَى بَ عْضُ أهَْلِّ عَسْكَرِّي مَِِّّنْ يُ قَاتِّ  َْ سُنَّةُ عُمَرَ يَ ن ْ َ سْلََمِّ غُير ِّ  لُ مَعِّي يََّ أهَْلَ الِّْْ

يَةِّ جَانِّبِّ عَسْكَرِّي فْتُ أنَْ يَ ثُورُوا فِِّ نَاحِّ  خِّ

By Allah-azwj, they would disperse from me-asws if I-asws were to order the people not to gather 
in the Month of Ramadhan except for the obligatory (Prayers) and make it known to them 
that their gathering for the optional Prayers (Nawaafil) is an innovation. So some of the 
people in my-asws army would call out to the ones who are fighting alongside me-asws, ‘O 
people of Al-Islam! The Sunnah of Umar has been changed. He-asws is preventing us from the 
optional Prayer in the Month of Ramadhan, and I-asws had feared that there would be a 
revolt in a section of my-asws army.   

ُ عَزَّ  يتُ مِّنْ هَذِّهِّ الْْمَُّةِّ مِّنَ الْفُرْقَةِّ وَ طاَعَةِّ أئَِّمَّةِّ الضَّلََلَةِّ وَ الدُّعَاةِّ إِّلََ النَّارِّ وَ أعَْطيَْتُ مِّنْ مَا لَقِّ  ذَلِّكَ سَهْمَ ذِّي الْقُرْبََ الَّذِّي قاَلَ اللََّّ
للََِّّّ وَ ما أنَْ زَلْنا عَلى عَبْدِّنا تُمْ بِِّ تُمْ آمَن ْ ُ  وَ جَلَّ إِّنْ كُن ْ يَ وْمَ الْفُرْقانِّ يَ وْمَ الْتَ قَى الْْمَْعانِّ فَ نَحْنُ وَ اللََِّّّ عَنََّ بِّذِّي الْقُرْبََ الَّذِّي قَ رَنَ نَا اللََّّ

هِّ وَ بِّرَسُولِّهِّ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( فَ قَالَ  وَ ابْنِّ السَّبِّيلِّ فِّينَا خَاصَّةا  وَ الْمَساكِّينِّ  تَ عَالََ فلَِّلَّهِّ وَ لِّلرَّسُولِّ وَ لِّذِّي الْقُرْبَ وَ الْيَتامى بِّنَ فْسِّ
نْكُمْ وَ ما آتَاكُمُ الرَّسُولُ فَخُذُوهُ وَ  َ  كَيْ لَ يَكُونَ دُولَةا بَيْنَ الَْْغْنِّياءِّ مِّ ما نََّاكُمْ عَنْهُ فاَنْ تَ هُوا وَ ات َّقُوا اللَََّّ فِِّ ظلُْمِّ آلِّ مُحَمَّدٍ إِّنَّ اللََّّ

ُ بِّهِّ شَدِّيدُ الْعِّقابِّ لِّمَنْ ظلََمَهُمْ رَ  نْهُ لنََا وَ غِّنَّا أغَْنَانَا اللََّّ  حْمةَا مِّ

What will be meted out from this community from the sectarianism and the obedience to 
the imams of the misguidance and their calling to the Fire if I-asws were to give out from that 
the share of the near relatives about which Allah-azwj Mighty and Majestic has Said: “[8:41] if 
you believe in Allah and in that which We revealed to Our servant, on the day of 
distinction, the day on which the two parties met”. So we-asws are the ones Meant by the 
near relatives whom Allah-azwj has Joined with Himself-azwj and with His-azwj Messenger-saww. 
So the High Said: “[59:7] it is for Allah and for the Messenger, and for the near of kin and 
the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, so that it may not be a thing taken by turns 
among the rich of you, and whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it, and from 
whatever he forbids you, keep back and be careful of Allah (of being unjust to the Progeny-

asws of Muhammad-saww); surely Allah is severe in retributing (evil)” to the one who is unjust 
to them-asws. (This is) a Mercy from Him-azwj to us-asws and a self-sufficiency by which Allah-azwj 
has Made us-asws to be self-sufficient with. 

يباا أَكْرَمَ اللََُّّ رَسُولَهُ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ أَكْرَمَنَا وَ وَصَّى بِّهِّ نبَِّيَّهُ ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ لَِْ يََْعَلْ لنََا فِِّ سَهْمِّ الصَّدَقَ  ةِّ نَصِّ
 أهَْلَ الْبَ يْتِّ أنَْ يطُْعِّمَنَا مِّنْ أوَْسَاخِّ النَّاسِّ 

And He-azwj Bequeathed for it to His-azwj Prophet-saww and did not Make for us-asws a share in 
the charity. Allah-azwj Honoured His-azwj Messenger-saww and Honoured us-asws the People-asws 
of the Household, that He-azwj should Feed us-asws from the dirt of the people (charity).  

َق ِّنَا وَ  بوُا اللَََّّ وَ كَذَّبوُا رَسُولهَُ وَ جَحَدُوا كِّتَابَ اللََِّّّ النَّاطِّقَ بِِّ ٍ  مِّنْ أمَُّتِّهِّ مَا لَقِّينَا  فَكَذَّ مَنَ عُونَا فَ رْضاا فَ رَضَهُ اللََُّّ لنََا مَا لَقِّيَ أهَْلُ بَ يْتِّ نَبِِّ
ُ الْمُسْتَ عَانُ عَلَى مَنْ ظلََمَنَا وَ لََ حَوْلَ وَ لََ قُ وَّةَ إِّلََّ بِِّ  ي ِّ الْعَظِّ بَ عْدَ نبَِّي ِّنَا ) صلى الله عليه وآله ( وَ اللََّّ

 يمِّ .للََِّّّ الْعَلِّ
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They belied Allah-azwj, and belied His-azwj Messenger-saww and fought against the Book of 
Allah-azwj which Speaks of our-asws rights, and prevented from us-asws the obligation which 
Allah-azwj has Obligated for us-asws. What has been meted out to us-asws after our-asws Prophet-

saww, and Allah-azwj is the Helper against the one who is unjust to us-asws, and there is no 
Might and no Power except by Allah-azwj the High, the Magnificent’.34 

                                                      
34 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14469 


