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In the Name of Allah®*" the Beneficent, the Merciful. The Praise is for Allah®" Lord®*" of the
Worlds, and Blessing be upon our Chief Muhammad®**"" and his***" Purified Progeny®***, and
greetings with abundant greetings.
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Introduction:

Wilayah is the soul of our religion, we frequently refer to it, but what does it mean in terms

of fulfilling our obligations towards it- as per Divine Expectations? For example, in a
asws

Hadeeth, Imam says:
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®"* having said: ‘Islam is built upon five (Pillards) —
Upon the Salat, and the Zakat, and the Soam (Fasts), and the Hajj, and the Wilayah, and
we®"* do not call (emphasise) with anything like what we®"* called (have emphasised) with
the Wilayah’ .
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®™" saying that Allah®™* Mighty and Majestic Imposed five (matters)
upon His®™" creatures, so He®" has (Given them an) allowance (relaxation) regarding four,
but did not (Given them an) allowance regarding one (AI—Wilayah)'.2

L Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 13 H 1
2 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 13 H 12
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‘| said to Abu Ja’far®®"*, ‘O son®™"* of Rasool-Allah**""'! Do you®™"* recognise my cordiality for
you™"* and my cutting-off (from others) towards you®"* and my Wilayah for you®*"*?’ So
he®™"* said: ‘Yes’. So | said, ‘So | would like to ask you®™"* a question. You®"* answer me
regarding it, for | am blind of vision, and little (ability for) walking, and are not able to visit

you™"* except every now and then’. He**" said: ‘Ask for your need’.

asws asws

| said, ’.Inform me of your Religion which you are making it to be as a Religion of
Allah®®™ Mighty and Majestic with, you®"* and your®™"* family, as a Religion of Allah®*"
Mighty and Majestic with’.
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The Imam®"*® said: ‘Even though you have asked a short question but it spans over an

extensive (subject). (However) by Allah®"1 1" will give you my®** Religion and the Religion
of my®*s forefathers®** which we®"* have embraced to be as a Religion of Allah®™" Mighty
and Majestic with — The testimony that there is no god except for Allah®® and that
Muhammad®*" is Rasool*™" of Allah®®" and the acknowledgement with whatever he®""
came with from the Presence of Allah™", and the Wilayah - to befriend us®™"* (the 12

Imams*"®) and disavow from our®"* enemies, and the submission to our®"* command, and

asws asws

, and ”@3\ 5 3y the striving (hard work to fulfil religious
hazwj), 3

awaiting our Qaim

obligations) and the piety (Fearing Alla
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‘Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The deceased would be questioned in his grave about five — about
his Salat, and his Zakat, and his Hajj, and his Fasts, and his Wilayah of us®*"*, the People®"*
of the Household. So the ‘Wilayah’ would be saying from the side of the grave, to the other
four: ‘Whatever enters, and it happens to be deficient, so it would be upon me to complete

it

3 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 13 H 1
* Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 86 H 15
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Wilayah From the Holy Quran:

Allah®*" Says in the famous Verse of Wilayah (5:55):

OpSTy ks BN Oy Blal S gl LT sl Ay A Ky &)
(5:55)

But rather, your Guardian is Allah, and His Rasool, and those who are believing, those who
are establishing the Salat and are giving the Zakat while they are performing Ruku [5:55]

The interpretation of Verse 5:55 is included in the Appendix I.

The concept of ‘Wali’ (to whom one must submit — A Divine Imam®*"*) and the ‘Wilayah’
(expression of submission) is exquisitely explained in the ‘Verse of Kursi’ (2:257), as the one
who follows Allah®, Allah®®" Brings him to ‘Noor’ (Divine Light- Imam®") from the

‘Zullumaat’ (darkness of the falsehood) and those who are (already) in the ‘Noor’ (Light of
asws
)

asws

Wilayah of a Divine Imam but if they start to diverge away, by following other than

those who are not appointed by Allah®* are removed from the ‘Noor’ and become eternal
inhabitants of Fire.

2 @ E‘ ) /;5 Y I N
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(2:257}

Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the (multitude of)
darkness into the Light; and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their guardian is the
tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness; these are the
inmates of the Fire; they would be in it eternally [2:257]

The word “{ls” in the above Verse (2:257) means ‘Guardian/authority’ who has to be

followed. For further explanation/interpretation of the Verse is given in Appendix II.

Introducing the ‘Wilayat’ to the Momineen:
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Abu Abdullah®** regarding the Words of Allah®®" Mighty and Majestic: Say to those who
believe, they should be seeking Forgiveness for those who do not hope for the days of
Allah [45:14], Imam®"* said: ‘Say to those whom we®"* have conferred (granted) our®™"*
Wilayah upon, that they should make it (Wilayah) recognise for those who lack its
understanding. So when they do make others (with Eman) understand it (Wilayah), so they
have sought Forgiveness for themselves’.”

The Scope of the Wilayah:

Amir-ul-Momineen®"“*

a Divine Imam®"*

says, while introducing the qualities and scope of a ‘Wali’ (Wilayah of
) to one of his®*"* companions named ‘Tairq’ in a sermon:
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"0 Tarig! The Imam™"* is the 'Kalima-tul-Allah' Words of Allah®™": "Hujat-ul-Allah’ the Proof
of Allah**; “Wajh-Allah' the Direction to Allah®*; 'Noor-Allah' the Light of Allah®*"; 'Hijab-
Allah' the Veil of Allah®*" and 'Ayat-Allah' the Sign of Allah®™".

asws azwj

He*"* is Chosen by Allah®* who bestows onto him
and Makes it compulsory on all His®*" creatures to obey him-the Imam

whatever qualities He™™ chooses,

asws

Thus, he®™* is Allah®®'s Appointed Ruler in the Heavens and on the earth. Allah®®" has
Taken a covenant regarding this from all His**" servants. Whosoever, precedes the Imam®"*
has denied established Kingdom of Allah®. An Imam®™** can act as he®™" finds it
appropriate; however his®"* actions only correspond to the Will of Allah®™. .......
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The Imamate is a station that none can reach except those whom Allah®*" has Chosen and
has Given them precedence (over others), investing them with the authority to Rule and to
Judge (on behalf of Allah®").

Thus, ‘Wilayah’ is no other than safeguarding people from danger and disaster and the
management of their all affairs (to fulfil their all kinds of needs), (even down to)
demarcating (defining) the days and months.

a
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In fact, Allah®™" did not create anything until He** Made them declare the oneness (of
Allah®"), the ‘Wilayah’ of the pure progeny®"* and revulsion (dislike) for their®"* enemies.
The Throne (of Allah®™") did not attain stability until it was inscribed with Divine Noor
(Light); There is no deity except Allah®®", Muhammad®®*" is the Messenger of Allah®**, and

Ali*"is the Wali of Allah®™". (complete Hadith-e-Tariq is cited in Appendix I11).

The Obligations of Wilayah:

oo w&\m\fﬁ\d,\a;wu;w\v@ £556 f&;ﬁ-\f“é&i\,\iﬁﬁ*“—\ﬁﬂff
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It was informed to us by the Sheykh Abu Muhammad Al Hassan Bin Al Husayn Bin Babuwayh, from his uncle
Muhammad Bin Al Hassan, from his father Al Hassan Bin Al Husayn, from his uncle Abu Ja’far Muhammad Bin
Ali Bin Al Husayn Bin Babuwayh, from Sa’ad Bin Abdullah, from Yaqoub Bin Yazeed, from Muhammad Bin Abu
Umeyr, from Safwan, from Khaysama Al Ju’fy who said,
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asws d asws

‘l went over to Al-Sadiqg Ja’far®™™ Bin Muhamma and | was there among many people.
So he*"* said: ‘Deliver the greetings to our®™" friends and advise them with the fear of
Allah®®" and that their rich ones should be assisting their poor ones, and their strong ones
(assisting) their weak ones, and that their well ones should be assisting their sick ones, and
their living ones should be attending the funeral of their dead ones, and they should be
meeting each other in their houses, for their meeting each other is a revival of our®"*
matter. May Allah™" have Mercy on the one who revives our®"* matter.
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O Khaysama! We*"* cannot make you needless of anything from Allah®™" except by the
deeds, and that our®™"* Wilayah cannot be attained except with the devoutness, and that
the one with the most intense of regrets on the Day of Judgment would be the one who
describes justice, then opposes it with something else’.’
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®™"* having said: ‘O Jabir! Is he content, the one who is
posing as the Shia that he is speaking of his love for us®"*, the People®*"* of the Household?
By Allah™¥/1 He is not our®"* Shia except for the one who fears Allah®® and obeys Him®*";
and they (the Shia) would not be recognised, O Jabir, except with the devotion (in worship),
and the humbleness, and the trustworthiness, and frequency of the Mention of AIIahaZWj,
and the Fasting, and the Salat, and the righteousness with the parents, and the commitment
with the neighbours from the poor ones, and the destitute, and the indebted ones, and the
orphans, and the truthfulness of the narrations, and the recitation of the Quran, and
restraining of the tongues from the people except from goodness, and being trusted by their
clan regarding the things (all kind of matters)’.
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asws

Jabir said, ‘So | said, ‘O son®*"* of Rasool-Allah®**""'! We do not recognise today anyone with

these characteristics’.

So he®"* said: ‘O Jabir! Do not (let) the (other) doctrines (sects) go away with you. The man

reckons that he is speaking the love for Ali****, and being in his**"* Wilayah, then he does not

happen to be with that in deeds. So if he were to say, ‘I love Rasool-Allah****’, so Rasool-
Saww

Allah*™™" (is before) Ali*** (regarding) ‘%%’ (Wilayah) then he does not follow his way,

Saww Ssaww

and does not act by his Sunnabh, his love for him would not benefit him anything.

" Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 77 H 2, Bashaarat Al Mustafa®"" Li Shia Al
Murtaza®"* - P 3H 35
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Therefore, fear Allah®®" and work for what is in the Presence of Allah®®. There is no

relationship between Allah®®" and anyone. The most Beloved of the servants to Allah®™"
Mighty and Majestic and the most prestigious to Him®" is the most pious of them, the most
(hard) working of them in His**" obedience. O Jabir! By Allah®**l One cannot get closer to
Allah®™" Blessed and High except with the obedience. And what is the meaning of the
freedom from the Fire, and there is no argument for anyone against Allah®**. The one who
was obedient to Allah™¥ so he would be a friend of ours®", and the one who was
disobedient to Allah®", so he would be an enemy of ours®**; and you cannot attain our®™"*
‘Wilayah’ except with the deeds and the piety’.?

-
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far™" having said: ‘O group of Shia, the Shia of the
Progeny®™"* of Muhammad®*""! Take a central position. The exaggerator would return to
you and the ‘Ta’aly’ would catch up with you’.

So a man from the Helpers called Sa’ad, said, ‘May | be sacrificed for you®"*! What is the
exaggerator?’ The Imam®"* said: ‘People who are saying regarding us®"* (that which) we®"*
are not saying regarding ourselves®™"*. So those are not from us®™"* and we®"* are not from

them’. He (Sa’ad) asked, ‘So what is the ‘L}/GJ\' ‘Ta’aly’?” He®™" said: The one intending the

goodness and (eventually) goodness reaches it and he is Recompensed upon it’.

2 4
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asws asws

Then Imam®** turned to face us and he®™"* said: ‘By Allah™"/1 There is no freedom (from the
Fire) with us®"* from Allah®™, nor is there between us®™"* and Allah®* a relationship, nor is
there an argument for us*"* against Allah®", nor do we®"* get closer to Allah®" except by
obedience. So the one from you who was obedient to Allah®*, our®*"* Wilayah would

benefit him. But the one from you who was disobedient to Allah®®™, our™" Wilayah

8 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 36 H 3
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would not benefit him. Woe be unto you! Do not be deceived. Woe be unto you! Do not
be deceived’.’

The Blessings of ‘Wilayah’:

P
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Muhammad Bin Yahya, from Muhammad Bin Al-Husayn, from Is’haq Bin Yazeed, from Mahraan, from Abaan
Bin Taglub, and a number who said:

asws asws
h

We were seated in the presence of Abu Abdulla , SO he said; ‘A servant does not
become deserving of the true Eman (belief) until the death becomes more beloved to him
than the life, and the illness becomes more beloved to him than the health, and the poverty
becomes more beloved to him than the richness. So are you all like this?’ So we said, ‘No, by
Allah®*1 May Allah®**) Make us to be sacrificed for you™"* ‘. And (their heads) fell into their
hands, and despair filled their hearts.

NHPVEE ST v (N ENCR S v i GV G B EU S TR N[ I PRSI PR T
sl o2 Q\w\u;d\@ e fu kg

asws asws

So when Imam saw what had entered into them from that, he said: ‘Is it more
pleasing for one of you that he lives for as long as he does, then dies upon other than this
matter (Al-Wilayah), or he dies what he is upon?’ We said, ‘But, dying what he is at this
time’. He®*"* said: ‘So 1**"* see that the death is more beloved to you than the life’.

P
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Then said: ‘Is it more pleasing for one of you to remain upon what he is and not be struck by
anything from these illnesses and the pains until he dies upon other than this matter (Al-
Wilayah)’. We said, ‘No, O son®"* of the Rasool Allah**""”. He*"* said: ‘So 1*"* see that
iliness is more beloved to you than the health’.

eat a0 b J6 d Jozg i u Ve SN is 2 e A 5 et e b G 0 8T 20T 2T J6
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° Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 36 H 6
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Then said: ‘Is it more pleasing to one of you that for him should be all that the sun rises
upon, and he is upon other than this matter (Al-Wilayah)?’ We said, ‘No, O son®*"* of the
Rasool Allah®®""”. He*"* said: ‘So 1**"** see that the poverty is more beloved to you than the
richness’.'°
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Abu Ali Al-Ashary, from Muhammad Bin Abdul Jabbar, from Safwaan Bin Yahya, from Abu Al-Yas’a, from Abu
Shabl, ‘Safwaan said, ‘And | do not know except that | have heard from Abu Shabl, that:

Abu Abdullah®"* said: ‘The one loves you due to what you are upon (Al-Wilayah), would
enter the Paradise even if he never said anything similar to what you are saying’. 1

(rM‘W)&;‘b\wdbﬂ»d&;&w‘“dmdk\fmdg&j}-&;}B:;\Mi‘
Gt Ll o0 5 s W, 06 2 38 00 ok

(It has been narrated) from Ali son of Ja’far®™"* who said, ‘I heard Abu Al-Hassan®"* saying:
‘Not everyone who speaks as being with our®"* Wilayah is a Momin. But, it has been Made
to be a comfort for the Momineen’ (so a Momin does not remain without a company).*

Respecting the People of ‘Wilayah’:

(¢M\%L;)§IJ\,\;;}$TQJ¢JGMJJMJ9qLMJMu;wﬁpdmu;m\u;ks;“"’
Al o6 ol w0 J sy 2 Al 25530 00 2 ‘ufwi@?)f?“jwté%f“‘bwﬁ&‘éﬁ“
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‘Abu Abdullah®*"* said to me: ‘The one who reports upon a Momin with a report intending
to defame him with it and demolish his personality to drop him from the eyes of the people,
Allah®™" would Exit him from His™" Wilayah to the wilayah of the Satan"®, but the Satan” will
not accept him’.??

10 aAl-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14805
1 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14815
12 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 100 H 7
13 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 149 H 1
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Sins will Invalidate the Wilayah of a Momin:
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A number of our companions, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, and Ahmad Bin Muhammad, altogether from lbn Mahboub,
from Sama’at who said,

asws

‘Abu Abdullah®*"* said: ‘He is not upon my*"* Wilayah, the one who unlawfully consumes

the wealth of a Momin’.**
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘A Hadeeth has been reported to us that you®"* said: ‘When you
recognise (Al-Wilayah) so you can do whatever you so desire to’. So he®"* said: ‘I*"* have
said that’. | said, ‘And even if they commit adultery, or are stealing, or drinking the wine?’ So
he*"* said to me: ‘We are from Allah®™" and to Him*™" we are returning. By Allah®*/1 They
have not been fair to us®"’, that we®*"* would be Seized with the deed and it has been
Dropped from them? But rather, 1" said, ‘When you recognise (Al-Wilayah), so do
whatever you so desire to, be it from the little goodness and more, for it would be Accepted
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Ali Bin Ibrahim, from his father, from Ilbn Abu Umeyr, from Amro Bin Abu Al-Magdaam who said:

| heard Abu Abdullah®"* saying: ‘I**"* and my*"* father®"* went out until we®*"* arrived in

between the Grave and the Pulpit (of the Rasool Allah***"). There was a group of Shiites
over there, so 1*"* greeted them, and then said: ‘By Allah®*"'! 1**** love your aromas, and
your spirits, so help me®"* upon that by being pious and striving.

And know that our®*"* Wilayah cannot be achieved except by piety (fearing Allah®™") and
the striving (hard work in the Wilayah obligations), and the one from among you who

14 Al Kafi — V 5 — The Book of Subsistence Ch 156 H 42
15 Al Kafi V 2 — The Book Of Belief and Disbelief CH 208 H 5
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follows a servant (an Imam®"®); he should emulate what he®"* does. You are the Shias of

Allah®™ and you are the Helpers of Allah®", and you are the foremost of the former ones,
and the foremost of the later ones, and the foremost in the world, and the foremost in the
Hereafter (and) to the Paradise.
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We*"* have taken your responsibility for the Paradise on the Guarantee of Allah®™" Mighty
and Majestic, and the guarantee of the Rasool Allah**"".

By Allah®™¥/1 There are no Levels of the Paradise where your Spirits are in abundance, so
compete for the higher Levels. You are the good ones and your women are the good ones.
Every Momina (Believing woman) is a virgin Hourie and every Momin is a Truthful one.

And Amir-ul-Momineen®"* has said to Qanbar: ‘Receive good news, rejoice with the good
news, and convey the good news, for, by Allah®*", the Rasool Allah**"" passed away while
he®®"" was angry with his*®"" community except for the Shias’.
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Indeed! For everything there is an honour and the honour of Al-Islam are the Shias. Indeed!
For everything there is a pillar and the pillar of Al-Islam are the Shias. Indeed! For everything
there is a chief and the chief of the gatherings is the gathering of the Shias. Indeed! For
everything is a prestige, and the prestige of the earth is the land on which the Shias live.
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By Allah®®!l Had you all not been in the earth, an eye would have never ever see vegetation.
By Allah®®"!l Had you all not been in the earth, Allah®* would not have Favoured the people
who oppose you nor would they have been in any goodness. They would have nothing for
them in the world nor any share for them in the Hereafter. Every hostile one (Nasibi), if he
were to worship, and struggle, would be attributed to this Verse: “[88:3] Toiling, Hostile
one [88:4] Entering into burning fire”. So every Hostile One (Nasibi) who struggles, but his
deeds would be wasted.
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Our®" Shias speak with the ‘5" Light of Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic, and the one who are

opposed to them speak by instinct (biological needs). By Allah®*"!l There is none from our®"*

Shias who sleeps, except that Allah®®! Makes his soul to ascend to the sky to be Blessed. So
if its term (death) has come, He®™ Makes it to be within the Treasures of His**) Mercy, and
in the Gardens of Paradise, and in the Shade of His®®" Throne. And if its term (death) has
been delayed, He™™ sends it back along with the trusted Angels to return it to the body
from which it came out to dwell in it.
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By Allah®™ those of you who perform the Hajj and the Umrah are the special ones of
Allah®® Mighty and Majestic. And the poor ones among you are the rich ones, and your rich
ones are the contented ones. And all of you are the people whom He®*" Invited (to Wilayah)
and the people who accepted His®™ Call’.*®

Wilayah of Allah®™" is the Wilayah of Imams®*"*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™"* having said: ‘Our®"* Wilayah is the Wilayah of
Allah® without which no Prophet™ has ever been Sent’."’

Deeds are not accepted without the Wilayah
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1% Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14707
" Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 109 H 3
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From him, from Hisham Bin Saalim, from Abdul Hameed, Bin Abu Al-A’la who said:

| came up to the Sacred Masjid, so | saw a slave of Abu Abdullah®*"*. So | went to him to ask
him about Abu Abdullah®"* and | saw that Abu Abdullah®*"* was in prostration. So | waited
for him*"* for a long time as his*"* prostration was prolonged. So | stood up and Prayed
some cycles of Salat and finished, and he®"* was still in prostration. So | asked the slave,
‘From when has he®"* been in prostration?’ He said, ‘From before | came in’. So when he®"*
overheard our conversation, he®"* raised his*"* head, then said: ‘“Abu Muhammad, come
closer to me®*"*. So | approached and greeted him*"*, He**"* heard voiced behind him*"* so
he®™"* said: ‘What are these raised voices?’ | said, ‘Those are a group of Murjiites, and the
Qadiriyya, and the Mu’tazila’. He*"* said: ‘The people want me*"*, so come with me®*"*. |
stood up and went with him*"*,
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they stood up for him™™, so he™"" said: ‘Restrain yourselves from
% and expose me®™ to the authorities, for 1°°"* am not a Mufti
&% took me by the hand and left them and went

When they saw him
me®"* and do not hurt me
(Issuer of Fatawa for you all’). Then he
away.

So when we came out from the Masjid, he®"* said to me: ‘O Abu Muhammad! Even if
Iblees” has prostrated to Allah™" Mighty and Majestic after the disobedience and the
arrogance for the entire life of the world that would not benefit him'" and Allah®™" will not
Accept it, as he” did not prostrate to Adam® as Allah® had Commanded him" to prostrate
to him®, and similar to that is this community, disobedient and mischievous after its
Prophet®™®"" and after they having abandoned the Imam®"* whom he*"" had Established
among them for (their benefit). So Allah®® will never Accept their deeds, and will never
Raise their good deeds until they come to Allah™" from where He™ had Commanded
them, and befriend the Imam®"* whose Wilayah they had been Commanded (to submit),
and enter through the Door which Allah®" and His** Messenger®" had Opened for them.
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O Abu Muhammad! Surely, Allah® has Necessitated upon the community of
Muhammad**" five Obligations — the Salat, and the Zakat, and the Fasts, and the Pilgrimage
(Hajj), and our®™** Wilayah. And He*®" Exempted them from four Obligations but did not
Exempt anyone from the Muslims in leaving our®"* Wilayah. No, by Allah®®", there is no
Exemption in this’.*®

Never Seek Forgiveness upon Aspects of the Wilayah:
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Abu Abdullah®"* has said: ‘If he (the deceased) was of weak understanding, so say, ‘O
Allah®®! Forgive those who repent and follow Your Way, and Save them from the
Punishment of the Blazing Fire!’ [40:7] '. And when you do not know what his state is, so
say, ‘O Allah™1 If he used to love the good and its People®"*, so Forgive him, and be
Merciful to him, and Overlook (his sins) from him; and if he was of weaker understanding
than yours in the Way (of Allah®™), so seek Forgiveness for him upon the aspect of
intercession, not upon the aspect of the Wilayah’.*

Salat with Wilayah is the Most Superior form of Worship:
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Allah®"

‘| asked Abu Abdullah®"* about the most superior of what would cause the servants to be
closer to their Lord®™ and the most Beloved of that to Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic, ‘What
is it?” So he®™* said: ‘I*"° do not know of anything, after the recognition (of the Wilayah),
anything more superior than this Salat. Do you not see that the righteous servant Isa®® Bin

1BAl-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. 14483
19 Al Kafi V 3 — The Book Of Funerals CH 56 H 3
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Maryam® said: ‘And He has Made me Blessed wherever | may be, and He has Enjoined

upon me with the Salat and the Zakat for as long as I live [19:31] ?"*°

Solitude is discouraged from the People of Wilayah
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®*"* having said: ‘A man said to him*"*, ‘May | be
sacrificed for you®™"*! A man recognises this matter (Al-Wilayah), necessitates the (staying
in) his house and does not introduce (himself) to anyone from his brethren’ (people of
Wilayah). So Imam®"* said: ‘How can this one (be able to enhance) understanding in his

Religion (without interacting with people of Wilayah)?'*!

asws

‘Wilayah’ also means to is Refer to Imams™"" (for all matters)
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‘I said to Abu Ja’far®"®, ‘I left the ones in your™" Wilayah differing, some of them

disavowing from the others’. So he®"* said: ‘And what have you to do with that? But rather,
the people have been encumbered (burdened) with three (matters) — recognising the
Imams®"*, and the submission to them®"* with regards to whatever is referred to them®"*,
and the referring to them®"* in whatever they are differing in’.*
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2% Al Kafi V 3 — The Book of Salat CH 1 H 1
L Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Intellect and Ignorance CH1H9
22 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH95 H 1
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Mighty and
Majestic A Dyeing of Allah; and who is better than Allah in dyeing? [2:138] He™"* said: ‘The

Momineen were dyed by the ‘Wilayah’ during the (Taking of the) Covenant’.??
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®"* regarding the Words of the Mighty and
Majestic My Lord! Forgive me and my parents and one who entered into my house being a
Momin [71:28] — Meaning the Wilayah. The one who enters into the Wilayah enters into the

asy

House of the Prophets™.
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And His®®" Words But rather, Allah Intends to Keep the uncleanness away from you,
People of the Household, and Purify you (with) a Purification [33:33] — Meaning the
Imams®"* and their®*"* Wilayah. The one who enters into it, enters into the House of the
Prophet®®"" 24

asws
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Wilayah and Re-Appearance of 12" Imam
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Ali Bin lbrahim, from his father, from Ibn Abu Umeyr, from Mansour Bin Yunus, from Ismail Bin Jabir, from Abu
Khalid, who has narrated:

Abu Ja’far®"* regarding the Statement of Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic: therefore compete
for the good deeds. Wherever you may happen to be, Allah will Bring you all together
[2:148]. He*"* said: ‘Good deeds’ is a reference to ‘Al-Wilayah’, and the Words of the
Blessed and the High: Wherever you may happen to be, Allah will Bring you all together
[2:148] means the companions of Al-Qaim®", three hundred and some ten men’. He®"*

3 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 108 H 53
4 Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 108 H 54
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said: ‘By Allah®®" they

» 25

said: ‘And they are, by Allah®" a numbered community’. He
would gather together in a single moment, like clouds in the autumn’.
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™** regarding the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and
Majestic: And when Our clear Verses are recited unto them, those who commit Kufr say to
those who believe, ‘Which of the two groups is better in position and best in assembly?’
[19:73]
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He®™"* said: ‘It was so that Rasool-Allah*®"" called the Quraysh to our®™"* Wilayah, but they
fled and denied. So those who disbelieved from the Quraysh said to those who believed
from the Quraysh, ‘Are you acknowledging to Amir Al-Momineen®"* and for us there are
family members, ‘Which of the two groups is better in position and best in assembly?’
[19:73] In order to humiliate from them. So Allah®™" Rebutted upon them: And how many
of the generations have We Destroyed before them? They were better equipped and in
appearance [19:74]
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| said, ‘His™ Words, Say: ‘One who was in the straying, so let the Beneficent Extend his
term for him [19:75]. He®*"* said: ‘All of them used to be in the straying, not believing in the
Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"* nor in our®™" Wilayah. Thus, they were straying, and
leading (others) astray. So He*" Extended for them in their straying and their rebellion until

they died, so Allah®™" Caused them to come to an evil place and weakest army’.
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| said, ‘His™™ Words until when they see what they are being Threatened with, either the
Punishment or the Hour, then they would come to know who was in a more evil position

% Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H. H 14935
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and of a weaker army’ [19:75]. He*"* said: ‘As for His*® Words until when they see what
they are being Threatened with, so that is the coming out of Al-Qaim®"*, and it is the Hour,
then they would come to know that day and what descends with them from Allah®" upon
the hands of His®® Qaim®"*. Thus, these are His™" Words who was in @ more evil position,
Meaning in the presence of Al-Qaim®", and ‘and of a weaker army’ [19:75]' .
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| said, ‘His™ Words And Allah would Increase in Guidance those who (seek) Guidance
[19:76]. He®"* said: ‘He®™" would Increase them on that day, Guidance upon Guidance, due
to their following Al-Qaim®"°, when they will neither be rejecting him*"* nor denying
himaSWSI.
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| said, ‘His®® Words They shall not be controlling the intercession, except one who takes a
Pact with the Beneficent [19:87]. He®™"* said: ‘Except the one who made it a Religion of
Allah®® by the Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"** and the Imams®** from after him®*, so it
is the Covenant with Allah®"7.
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| said, ‘His™™ Words Surely, those who are believing and are doing righteous deeds, the
Beneficent would Make cordiality to be for them [19:96]'. He™"* said: ‘Wilayah of Amir Al-
Momineen®"*, it is the cordiality which Allah®" the Exalted Speaks of’.
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| said, ‘But rather We have Eased it by your tongue to give the glad tidings to the pious
with it and to warn by it a contentious people [19:97]'. He®™"* said: ‘But rather, Allah®™"
Made it to be easy upon his*®"" tongue when he*"" established Amir Al-Momineen®"* as a
flag, so the Momineen were given glad tidings by it and the disbelievers were warned by it,
and they are those whom Allah®™ Mentioned in His*®" Book as ‘contentious’, i.e.,

disbelievers’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘And | asked him®** about the Words For you to warn a people what
their fathers had been warned about, but they are heedless [36:6]. He®™"* said: ‘In order to
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warn the people whom you®*"" are among just as their fathers were warned, but they were

heedless from Allah®*", and from His*™" Rasool*®™"", and from His**" Threats.
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The Word has proved true upon most of them, but they are not believing [36:7] from the
ones who are not acknowledging with the Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®*"* and the
Imams®*** from after him®*"°, Thus, they do not believe in the Imamate of Amir Al-
Momineen®™"* and the successors®* from after him*"*. So when they were not
acknowledging, their consequential Punishment was what Allah™ Mentioned Surely, We
Made shackles to be in their necks, so these are up to their chins, so their heads are raised
[36:8] in the Fire of Hell.
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Then He™" Said And We Made a barrier to be from their front and a barrier from their
back, and We Covered them, so they are not seeing [36:9] the consequential Punishment
for them when they denied the Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®*"* and the Imams*"* from
after him®"*. This is in the world, and in the Hereafter it is the Fire of Hell with their heads
raised aloft.
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Then He®™ Said: “O Muhammad®™""! And it is the same upon them, whether you warn
them or do not warn them, they will not believe [36:10] in the Wilayah of Ali*"* and the
ones™" from after him*"*. Then He®™" Said But rather, you warn one who follows the Zikr
[36:11] Meaning Amir Al-Momineen®"*, and fears the Beneficent in private, therefore give
him O Muhammad®"", glad tidings of Forgiveness and an honourable Recompense

[36:11] *°
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Al-Hassan Al-Maazy Imam®™®), said, ‘l asked Him
about the Words of Allah®*" Mighty and Majestic [61:8] They are intending to extinguish

% Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 108 H 90
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the Light of Allah with their mouths. He®*"* said: ‘They are intending to extinguish the
Wilayah of Amir Al-Momineen®"* with their mouths (talking against it)’. | said, ‘but Allah
will Complete His light'. He™"* said: ‘And Allah®™" will Complete the Imamat due to His®™"
Words, the Mighty and Majestic [64:8] Therefore believe in Allah and His Rasool and the
Light which We have Sent down. So ‘Noor’ (the Light), it is the Imam®"*.
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| said, ‘[61:9] He it is Who sent His Messenger with the Guidance and the true Religion’.
He®™"* said: ‘He®™™ is Who Commanded His**"* Rasool®™" with the Wilayah of his®""

successor™™s, ‘i 1. & V3 ¢ and the Wilayah - is the true Religion’. | said, ‘That He may

make it overcome the religions, all of them’. He®™"* said: ‘Overcome upon the entirety of
the Religions during the rising of Al-Qaim®"*’.
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He™"* said: ‘Allah®™" is Saying: but Allah will Complete His light, the Wilayah of Al-Qaim®"*
though the unbelievers may be averse to it, the Wilayah of Ali*"¥. | said, ‘This is
Revelation?’ He*"* said: ‘Yes. As for this word, so it is Revelation, and as for other than it, so
it is explanation’.
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| said, That is because they believe, then disbelieve[63:3]. He™"* said: ‘Allah®*" Blessed and
High has Named the one who does not follow His**" Rasool*™"" regarding the Wilayah of
his**"" successor®™"*, as a hypocrite, and Made the one who rejects the Imamate of his*""
successor® like the one who rejects Muhammad®"", and the Quran was Revealed with
that. So He®™" Said: “O Muhammad®®""! [63:1] When the hypocrites come to you, with the
Wilayah of Ali**"* they say: We testify that you are Rasool-Allah; and Allah knows that you
are His Rasool, and Allah Testifies that the hypocrites with the Wilayah of Ali**", are liars
[63:2] They are making their oaths to be a cover, and thus turning away from Allah's Way,
and Allah®™ Way, it is the successor®™"*. surely evil is that which they are doing. That is
because they are believing in your®"" Messenger-ship and are disbelieving in the Wilayah of

Saww asws

your successor™ . Thus a seal is set upon their hearts so that they do not understand.
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| said, ‘What is the meaning of ‘they do not understand’?’ He®*"* said: ‘He®*™ is Saying:
“They do not understand your*"" Prophet-hood”’. | said, ‘[63:5] And when it is said to
them: Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask forgiveness for you. He**"* said: ‘And when it
is said to them: ‘Return to the Wilayah of Ali**", the Prophet®™®"" would seek Forgiveness for
you all for your sins they turn back their heads. Allah®™ Said: “And you will see them
blocking from the Wilayah of Ali**"*, while they are big with arrogance over it.
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Then the Words of Allah®™" Turned by his® understanding with them, so He®*"! Said [63:6] It
is Alike to them whether you seek Forgiveness for them or do not seek Forgiveness for
them; Allah will never Forgive them; surely Allah does not guide the transgressing people.
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He®*" is Saying: “The ones unjust to your*™"" successor
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| said, ‘[67:22] Is the one who goes prone upon his_ face better guided or he who walks
upright upon a Straight Path?’ He®"* said: ‘Allah®*" Struck an example of the one who is

-dASWsS

guided away from the Wilayah of Ali to be like the one who falls prone upon his face,
SWS

having no guidance for his affairs, whereas (Allah®*")) Made the one who follows him®"* as
walking upright upon the Straight Path, and the Straight Path is Amir Al-Momineen®"*.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘I said, ‘[69:40] Most surely, it is the Word of an Honoured
Messenger . He*"* said: ‘It Means libraeel®, from Allah®", regarding the Wilayah of Ali*"*.
| said, ‘[69:41] And it is not the word of a poet; little it is that you believe’. He*™"” said:
‘They are saying that Muhammad®™*" is a liar upon his*" Lord®™, and Allah®*" did not
Command him*™* with this regarding Ali*"*. So Allah®*" Revealed Quran due to that, so
He®™ Said: “The Wilayah of Ali*“ [69:43] It is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds
[69:44] And if he had fabricated against Us some of the sayings, [69:45] We would
certainly have seized him by the right hand, [69:46] Then We would certainly have cut off
his aorta (vein).
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Then the Speech turned, so He®™" Said [69:48] And it, the Wilayah of Ali*"*, is a Reminder
for the pious. [69:49] And We know that some of you are beliers. [69:50] And it the
Wilayah of Ali*"* is a regret to the unbelievers. [69:51] And most surely it, the Wilayah, is
the true certainty [69:52] So Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Magnificent. He*™" is
Saying that you should thank your Lord®™" the Magnificent Who Gave you this Grace’.
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| said, ‘[72:13] And that when we heard the guidance, we believed in it’. He®*" said: ‘The
Guidance is the Wilayah. So whoever believes in the Wilayah of his Lord, he should neither
fear loss nor Punishment'. | said, ‘Revelation?’ He®"* said: ‘(sure) without Explanation’.
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| said, ‘His®" Words [72:21] Say: | do not control for you evil or good’. He**"* said: ‘Rasool-
Allah*®" called the people to the Wilayah of Ali**"*. So the Quraysh gathered to him**** and
they said, ‘O Muhammad®**"“"! Excuse us from this!” So Rasool-Allah***" said to them: ‘This is

to Allah®" it isn’t to me™"™. So they accused him*" and exited from his*"" presence.
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Thus, Allah®®" Revealed [72:21] Say: | do not control for you evil or good [72:22] Say: Surely
no one can protect me against Allah, nor can | find besides Him any place of refuge:
[72:23] It is a Preaching from Allah and His Message regarding Ali**"*. | said, ‘This is
Revelation?’ He*"* said: ‘Yes’. Then he®" said: ‘An emphasis - and whoever disobeys Allah
and His Rasool regarding the Wilayah of Ali**"* surely he shall have the fire of Hell to abide

therein for ever .
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| said, ‘[72:24] Until when they see what they are threatened with, then shall they know
who is weaker in helpers and fewer in number. (He*"” said): ‘It Means by that Al-Qaim®"*

and his*"* helpers’.
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| said, ‘[73:10] And bear patiently at what they are saying’. He®*"* said: ‘(What) they are
saying regarding you*®"" and avoid them with a becoming avoidance. [73:11] And leave to
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Me, O Muhammad®"", the beliers of your successor, the possessors of ease and plenty,
and respite them a little’. | said, ‘This is Revelation?’ He**"* said: ‘Yes'.
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| said, ‘[74:31] that those who have been Given the Book may be certain’. He®*"* said: ‘That
they would become convinced that Allah®" and His** Rasool*™" and his*®"" successor®"*
are true’. | said, ‘and those who believe may increase in faith’. He®*"* said: ‘And they would
be increased in faith of the Wilayah of the successor®"*. | said, ‘and those who have been
Given the Book and the believers may not doubt’. He*"* said: ‘In the Wilayah of Ali**"*. |
said, ‘What is this doubt?” He®™"* said: ‘It Means by that the People of the Book and the
Momineen whom Allah®*" Mentioned, so He®" Said: “And they shall not be doubting

regarding the Wilayah”.
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| said, ‘and this is naught but a reminder to the humans’. He®™"* said: ‘Yes, the Wilayah of
Ali**™ | said, ‘[74:35] Surely it is one great’. He**"*: ‘The Wilayah’. | said, ‘[74:37] To him
among you who wishes to go forward or remain behind’. He**"* said: ‘The one who goes
forward to our®™"* wilayah would remain away from ‘Sagar’ (a valley of Hell), but the one
who remains behind from us®"*, would go towards the Saqar [74:39] Except the people of
the right hand’. He®"* said: ‘They, by Allah®™, are our®™"* Shias’.
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| said, ‘[74:43] They shall say: We were not of those who sent Prayed (Musalleen)’. He®"*
said: ‘(They are saying), ‘We did not (have) the Wilayah of the successor®" of
Muhammad®*" and the successors®*"* from after him*"*, nor did we send Salawat upon
them®"* | said, ‘[74:49] What is then the matter with them, that they turn away from the
admonition?’ He®"" said: ‘(Turning away) from the Wilayah ‘. | said, ‘[74:54] Nay! it is surely
an admonition’. He®*"* said: ‘The Wilayah’.
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| said, ‘His®™ Words [76:7] They fulfil vows’. He®"* said: ‘Fulfilling the vows which Allah®™"
Took upon them regarding the Covenant, of our®"* Wilayah’.
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| said, ‘[76:23] Surely We Ourselves have Revealed the Quran to you Revealing (it)
gradually’ . He*"* said: ‘By the Wilayah of Ali**"* (to be Revealed) gradually’. | said, ‘This is
Revelation?’ He*"* said: ‘Yes, that is explanation’. | said, ‘[76:29] Surely this is a Reminder’ .
He®" said: ‘The Wilayah’. | said ‘[76:31] He Makes whom He pleases to enter into His
Mercy'. He®*"* said: ‘Into our®"* Wilayah, and (as for) the unjust, He has prepared for them
a painful Chastisement. Have you not seen that Allah®™ js Saying [2:57] and they were not
unjust to Us but they were unjust to themselves?
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He*"* said: ‘Allah®* is more Honourable and more Benevolent than that He®™ should be
unjust or link Himself to an injustice, but Allah®® Mingled us®*** with Himself*®™*¥, so He®™"!
Declares the injustice to us®™** as being injustice to Him®™", and our®"* Wilayah as being
His™ Wilayah. Then He®**"! Revealed Quran upon His®® Prophet®™" with that, so He®™"
Said [2:57] and they were not unjust to Us but they were unjust to themselves’. | said, ‘This
is Revelation?’ He*"* said: ‘Yes'.
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| said, ‘[77:15] Woe on that day to the beliers’. He®™" said: ‘He®™ is Saying: “O
Muhammad®™"", Woe be unto the beliers of what I** Revealed unto you*™™" from the
Wilayah of Ali*"* Bin Abu Talib®"*. [77:16] Did We not destroy the former ones? [77:17]
Then did We follow them up with later ones. The former ones are those who belied the
Rasools®™ with regards to obedience of the successors®. [77:18] Even thus shall We deal
with the guilty. The ones who are guilty to the Progeny®"* of Muhammad®®"" and did from
his*®™"" successor®™"* what they did’.
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| said, Surely, those who guard (against evil)’ ‘[77:41]. He*"* said: ‘Us*"*, by Allah®®", and

our®®"* Shias. There isn’t anyone upon the Religion of Ibrahim® apart from us, and the rest

of the people are away from it’.
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| said, ‘[78:38] The Day on which the Spirit and the Angels shall stand in ranks; they shall
not speak — the Verse’. He*"* said: ‘We®"*, by Allah®*" are he whom the Beneficent Allah
permits and who speaks the right thing’. | said, ‘What will you®"* be saying when you®"*
will be speaking?’ He®"* said: ‘We®"* would Praise our®™** Lord®*", and we®"* would send
Salawat upon our®"* Prophet®™"", and we®"* would intercede for our®"* Shias. So, our®"*
Lord® will not be Preventing us®"*.
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| said, Nay! most surely the record of the wicked is in the Sijjeen’‘[83:7]. He*"" said: ‘They
are those who were wicked with regards to the rights of the Imams®*"* and they
transgressed against them®"*,

2

| said, ‘Then shall it be said: This is what you gave the lie to’ [83:17]. He**" said: ‘Meaning,

(belying) Amir Al-Momineen®"*. | said, ‘This is Revelation?’ He*"* said: ‘Yes’.”’

Religion is only the Love (for Allah®**)) And the Hate (for Allah®*")

From him, from Sahl Bin Ziyad, from Al-Hassan Bin Ali Bin Fazzal, from Ali Bin Ugba and Tha’alba Bin Maymoun
and Ghalib Bin Usman and Haroun Bin Muslim, from Bureyd Bin Muawiya who said:

‘I was in the presence of Abu Ja’far™" in his®*"* tent at Mina. He®"* looked at the feet of
Ziyad which had turned black, so he®"* pitied it saying: ‘What is the matter with your feet
that they are like this?’ He said, ‘1 came upon a weak ride and so had to walk most of the
way’. He®"* lamented to him and Ziyad said to him®"* during that, ‘1 was in (so much) pain
due to my sins to the extent that | thought that | would be destroyed. | remembered my
love for you®™"* which gave me hope for salvation and it brightened my situation’.
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So Abu Ja’far®™*s said: ‘And is the Religion anything except for the love? Allah®** the High has
Said: “[49:7] But Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your
hearts”, and Said: Say (O Rasool): ‘If you love Allah, then follow me. Allah will Love you
[3:31], and Said: “[59:9] love those who have fled to them”. A man came up to the
Prophet™" so he said, ‘O Messenger®™" of Allah®™", | love the Praying ones but | do not
Pray myself, and | love the Fasting ones but | do not Fast myself’. The Messenger®®"" of

" Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 108 H 91
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Allah®®" said: “You are with the one whom you love, but to you belongs what you have
acquired’ (you will be awarded as per your efforts in the way of Wilayah).

And he®"* said: ‘What you are seeking and what you want, but it is if there is a scare from
the sky, every people would seek protection in its safe place, and we®"* will be secured with
our Prophet™™", and you will be seeking safety with us®“*".%®

2 Al-Kafi, Vol. 8, H 14847
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Appendix I: Interpretation of 5:55
For whom was it Revealed in particular?
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t has been narrated) from Ali in Al-Husayn®™** an u Ja'far aving sai
(It h b d) f Ali*™* Bin Al-H asws d Abu Ja’far®™®"® havi id
regarding) But rather, your Guardian is Allah, and His Rasool, and those who are believing
( ding) B h Guardian is Allah d His R I, and th h believi
[5:55]: ‘It Was Revealed regarding Ali**"* Bin Abu Talib®"*".*
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far®“* having said: ‘Whilst Rasool-Allah®®" was seated
and in his*®"" presence were a people from the Jews, among them being Abdullah Bin
Salaam, when this Verse (5:55) was Revealed unto him**"". So Rasool-Allah**"" went out to
the Masjid, and a beggar faced him**"". So he**"" said: ‘Did anyone give you anything?’ He
said, ‘Yes, that Praying one’. So Rasool-Allah**"" went, and there was Ali*"* Amir Al-
Momineen®" 3
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Ja’far™* having said: ‘Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic
Commanded His®™ Rasool*™" with the Wilayah of Ali*"* and Revealed unto him***" But
rather, your Guardian is Allah, and His Rasool, and those who are believing, those who are
establishing the Saldt and are giving the Zakat [5:55], and He®™" Necessitated the Wilayah
of the Master®"* of the Command (Ul Al-Amr).

* Tafseer Abu Hamza Al Sumaly - H 82
% Tafseer Abu Hamza Al Sumaly - H 81
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But they (people) did not know what it was, so Allah™" Commanded Muhammad®®*" that
he®®"" should interpret the Wilayah for them just as he**"" had interpreted for them the
Salat, and the Zakat, and the Fasts, and the Hajj. So when he**"" gave them that, the chest
of Rasool-Allah®**"" was constricted by that and he*"" was fearing that they would be
reneging from their Religion, and that they would be belying him®"*.
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So his*™" chest was constricted and he®"* referred to his*"" Lord®™" Mighty and Majestic,
so Allah® Mighty and Majestic Revealed unto him*®™*¥ O you Rasool! Deliver what has
been Revealed unto you from your Lord; and if you don’t do so, then you have not
delivered His Message, and Allah will Protect you from the people [5:67].
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So he™" implemented the Command of Allah®™, Exalted is His™ Mention, so he*"*
established the Wilayah of Ali*"® on the Day of Ghadeer Khumm, so he**"" called for the

congregational Salat and ordered the people that the ones present should deliver it to the
absentees’.
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Umar Bin Azina (a narrator) said, ‘All (the above mentioned reporters) said altogether, apart
from Abu Al-Jaroud, ‘And Abu Ja’far®"® said: ‘And it was so that the Obligatory act was
Revealed after the other Obligatory act, and it was so that the Wilayah was the last of the
Obligations. So Allah®® Mighty and Majestic Revealed Today I Perfected your Religion for
you and Completed My Favour upon you [5:3]'. Abu Ja’far®"* said: ‘Allah®™" Mighty and
Majestic is Saying: “I°*"® will not be Revealing upon you, after this Obligation, and 1**"* have
already Completed the Obligations for you all”” 3t

3L Al Kafi V 1 — The Book Of Divine Authority CH 64 H 4
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Who was the beggar who begged?
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(It has been narrated) from Abu Abdullah®™** regarding the Words of Allah®™" Mighty and
Majestic But rather, your Guardian is Allah, and His Rasool, and those who are believing
[5:55]. He®"* said: ‘But rather it Means, ‘foremost with you’, i.e., ‘more rightful with you
and with your affairs and your own selves and your wealth’, Allah®* and His®*"! Rasool***"
and those who believe, Meaning Ali**** and his®*"* children, the Imams**"* up to the Day of

Judgment.

3 (O e ) bt Gl 0875 OuiST, 56 5 S O 5 SN Ot sl JUB e g e A g
O 5 WG SLeS (oTy ade 1 Lo ) 32 065 0 Gl e Als e 5 25Ty 54 5 s o 38 5 3k i
d BIAAT Ealsdl

Then Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic Described them, so He®™" Said those who are
establishing the Salat and are giving the Zakat while they are performing Ruku [5:55], and
it was Amir Al-Momineen®™"* during the Zohr Salat, and he®*"* had already prayed two
Cycles (of it) and he®"* was bowing (performing Ruku’) and upon him*"* was an apparel the
price of which was a thousand Dinars, and it was the Prophet®"" who had clothed him*"*
with it, and it was (the Ethiopian king) Al-Najjashy who had gifted it to him*"".
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So a beggar came over and said, ‘The greeting be upon you™", O Guardian®*** of Allah®™",
and the one closest with the Momineen than their own selves, give charity to upon a poor
one’. So he®"* dropped the apparel to him and gestured with his*"* hand towards it that he
should carry it away.
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So Allah®™ Mighty and Majestic Revealed this Verse with regards to it, and the Bounty of
his®*"* children can to be with his®*"* Bounty. So everyone from his®*"* children to whom
reached the Imamate, happened to be with this characteristic similar to him*"*, so they®"*
(also) were giving charity while they were bowing (performing Ruku’); and the beggar who
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W \was from the Angels, and those who are begging the

children are (all) happening to be from the Angels’.*

begged from Amir Al-Momineen
Imams®"* from his®*"*

Most of the people are Kafirs with the Wilayah
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asws asws

‘Ja’far Bin Muhammad®"* narrated to me, from his®™"* father®"*, from his®*"* grandfather
regarding the Words of the Mighty and Majestic: They are recognising the Favour of Allah,
then they are denying it [16:83] .
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He®™"* said: ‘When the Verse But rather, your Guardian is Allah, and His Rasool, and those
who are believing, those who are establishing the Salat and are giving the Zakat while
they are performing Ruku [5:55] was Revealed, a number of the companions of Rasool-
Allah®®"" gathered in the Masjid of Al-Medina. So, some of them said to the others, ‘What
are you saying regarding this Verse?’” Some of them said, ‘We are disbelieving in this verse,
and we disbelieve in the rest of it. And if we were to believe in it, this would be a humiliation
where the son®"* of Abu Talib®"* would overcome upon us’.
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So they said, ‘We know that Muhammad®*"" is truthful in what he**"" is saying, but, neither
will we befriend nor obey Ali**" in what he**"" is ordering us for’. Thus, this Verse was
Revealed They are recognising the Favour of Allah, then they are denying it [16:83],
Meaning the Wilayah of Ali**"® Bin Abu Talib®"* and most of them are Kafirs with the

Wilayah’.®
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Appendix Il: Interpretation of Verse 2:257
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‘| said to Abu Abdullah®"*, ‘I tend to mingle with the people, and | am frequently astounded
from the people who are not in the guardianship (Wilayah) of you®"* all (Imams®***) and are
in the guardianship of so and so, and so and so. For them is trustworthiness, and
truthfulness, and loyalty. And there are a people who are in your®™"* guardianship (Wilayah),
there isn’t that trustworthiness for them, nor the loyalty and the truthfulness’.
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He (the narrator) said, ‘Abu Abdullah®*"* sat upright and turned towards me as if angered,
then said: ‘There is no Religion for the one who makes it a Religion by the guardianship of a
tyrannous imam (leader) who isn’t from Allah®™ nor is there any blame upon the one who
makes it a Religion by the Wilayah of a Just Imam®"* from Allah®*".
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| said, ‘There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon these ones?’ He®"*

said: ‘Yes! There is no Religion for those ones and there is no blame upon these ones’.
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Then he®"* said: ‘Have you not listened to the Words of Allah®™* Mighty and Majestic Allah
is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the (multitude of) darkness

into the Light [2:257]? It Means, from the darkness of the sins to the light of the repentance
and the Forgiveness, due to their Wilayah for every just Imam®"* from Allah®**.
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And He®™ Said and (as for) those who are committing Kufr, their guardian is the tyrant

who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness [2:257]. But rather it
Means by this that they were upon the light of Al-Islam. So when they took as guardians
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every tyrannical imam (leader) who wasn’t from Allah®™" Mighty and Majestic, they exited
from the light of Al-Islam due to their befriending them, to the darkness of the disbelief.
Thus, Allah®™" Obligated the Fire for them along with the disbelievers these are the inmates
) 34

of the Fire; they would be in it eternally [2:257] .
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‘Abu Abdullah®" related the story for the two groups (good and evil) together during the
Covenant, until he®™"* reached the Exclusion (separation) from Allah®**" regarding the two
groups, so he®™ said: ‘The good and the evil are two creatures from the creatures of
Allah®"”,
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And that is what Allah®™" Said in His®®" Book: Allah is the Guardian of those who believe.
He Extracts them from the (multitude of) darkness into the Light; and (as for) those who
are committing Kufr, their guardian is the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the
(multitude of) darkness [2:257]. So the Light — they®*"* are the Progeny of Muhammad®*"",
and the darkness are their®"* enemies’.*®
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‘I heard Abu Abdullah®™** saying: ‘Allah®™" Blessed and High Said: “I” will Punish every
person who makes a religion by an imam who is not from Allah® and even if that person
was benevolent and pious in his deeds. And 1*" shall Forgive every person who makes a
Religion by every Imam®"* from Allah®™, and even if the person was evil in his deeds’.
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| said, ‘He®™ would Forgive these ones and Punish those?’ He®"* said: ‘Yes! Allah®™" is
Saying Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He Extracts them from the (multitude
of) darkness into the Light [2:257] .
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Then (the narrator) mentioned the first Hadeeth — A Hadeeth of Ibn Abu Yafour, by the
report of Muhammad Bin Al-Husayn — and in was the additional (information) — He®"* said:
‘So it is the enemies of Ali Amir-Al-Momineen®"”, these are the inmates of the Fire; they
would be in it eternally [2:257], and even if, in their religion, they were very pious, and

+dSWs

ascetic, and the worshippers. And the Momineen, along with Ali""°, they would be abiding

in the Paradise, and even if they used to be, in their deeds, opposite to that’.®

AL Ol ey I Gf e ¥ 198 0l 5 il B 3 Sl ey U s saT gl o
otasl Yy s 1] Igylab — e &g 1yl 5 — ol e il o T gnd o 5 sl 3l &bl

asws

(It has been narrated) from Al-Baqir™"", regarding the Words of the High and (as for) those
who are committing Kufr [2:257] - in the Wilayah of Ali*"* Bin Abu Talib®"*, their guardian
is the tyrant who extracts them from the Light into the (multitude of) darkness [2:257] — it
was Revealed regarding his®*"* enemies and the ones who followed them. They extracted
the people from the Light — and the Light is the Wilayah of Ali**"* — so took them into the

darkness — Wilayah of his*"* enemies’.>’
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Appendix Ill: Hadith-e-Tariq

asws

Introduction of an Infallible Imam

Hadeeth -e- Tariq®®
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A 2 3
Tariq bin Shihab asked: “O Ameer al-Momineen®"* please explain the virtues of an Imam
(masoom), Ameer al-Momineen®"* replied:

"O Tarig! The Imam™" is the 'Kalima-tul-Allah' Words of Allah®: '"Hujat-u-Allah’ the Proof
of Allah®™"; ‘Wajh-Allah' the Direction to Allah®"; 'Noor-Allah' the Light of Allah®™"; 'Hijab-
Allah' the Veil of Allah®*" and 'Ayat-Allah' the Sign of Allah®™".

asws azwj asws azwj
He h22 J

who bestows onto him chooses,

Wi creatures to obey him-the Imam

is Chosen by Alla
and Makes it compulsory on all His

whatever qualities He
asws

Thus, he®™" is Allah™""'s Appointed Ruler in the Heavens and on the earth. Allah®™" has
Taken a covenant regarding this from all His™" servants. Whosoever, precedes the Imam®**
has denied established Kingdom of Allah®. An Imam®™** can act as he™ finds it
appropriate; however his®*** actions only correspond to the Will of Allah®™*.

Inscribed on his upper limb is the-declaration: The words of Allah®®* are accomplished with
truth and justice. For the Imam®"* are both the justice and the truth. A column of light
(stretching) from the earth to the sky is created for him*"°, in which he witnesses the
actions of the mankind. He®"* is enrobed in the cloak of power and dignity; he®"* knows
what is in the minds and has access to the unseen-al-ghayb; he®*"* has been entrusted with
absolute Power (in conducting his affairs); he®*"* beholds all that rests between the
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dominions of the East and the West: Nor is anything from the realms of ‘Mulk and
asws,

Malakoot’ which is hidden from him*"*; and he®™"* has the ability to communicate with the
birds, who submit to his®*"* Wilayah>®.

Thus, he®™"*s is the only one, whom Allah®" has chosen for His®**" Revelations, has approved
him®"* for (knowledge of) the Al-ghaib (Unseen), has strengthened him*"* by his*"* speech,
and Instructed him®** in wisdom. His®*"* heart has made a station for His™" Will. (Allah®*")
has Proclaimed His®*" Governance and has Granted him*"* the (privilege) to rule, and has
Commanded all to obey him. This is because the Imamate is the legacy of the Prophets®, is
equal to the rank (Manzilat) of the Awsiyaa (those who instruct to good). Indeed, it is the
vicegerency of Allah®™" and His messengers® and therefore is regarded infallible, with (true)
dominion and governance. Indeed, it is the (True) guidance since it is the perfection of the
‘deen’ and the benchmark of all virtues.

The Imam®"*, is the guide for the seekers of the truth, an inspiration for the rightly guided,
an established path for the travellers to Allah®™ and a radiant sun in the hearts of devotees
of Allah®™¥ (al-Arifoon). His®™"* Wilayah is the vehicle leading to salvation, submission to
him*"* is obligatory in this life, (and has many benefits) as well as an instrument (of
deliverance) in the hereafter, he®™"* is the source of courage and glory (izza) for the true
believers; means of intercession for the sinners; a minarets of deliverance for those who

asws,

immensely love him®™""; a standard of triumph for the obedient.
This is due to the fact that an Imam®"*, is the only one who can guide to the real Islamic
path, through revealing the virtues of ‘Eman’, recognition of limits of rewards and
punishments and clarifying the laws related to permissible and forbidden. Thus this status is
only given to no one other than the one who is specially nominated and blessed by Allah®™
and is given a clear distinction and right to administer public affairs and is made sole
responsible for people’s sustenance. Indeed, Imam®*"* provides knowledge of the
boundaries and injunctions (of Allah®**)) and makes clear the lawful and unlawful.

The Imamate is a station that none can reach except those whom Allah®* has chosen and
has given them precedence (over others), investing them with the authority to rules and to
judge. Thus, Wilayah is nothing other than safeguarding people from danger and disaster
and the management of their all affairs, (even down to) demarcating the days and months.
The Imam®", is Fresh and Sweet water for those thirsting (for knowledge & wisdom) A
guide to true Guidance. The Imam®"*, is ‘Ayat-e-Tatheer’, acquainted with mysteries of the
unseen. The Imam®"*, is the sun that rises over Allah®"’s servants with its (illuminating)
Rays.

The grasp and understanding of people cannot comprehend his®*"* attributes. This is
mentioned to in the words of Allah®® most high (in the Quran): “To Allah®* belongs
fearlessness and glory (Izza) and to his messenger and to the believers”. Here, the believers
are being referred to as, Ali*"* and his progeny®"*. Thus might and glory is for Allah®™", His
Prophet®™"" and his*®"" progeny®™"”. (This verse shows that) the Prophet®" and his®""
family®™"* cannot be separated from one another until the end of the time, they are at the

* Total authority and command on all aspects of life.
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centre of the sphere of the faith; they are the poles of existence (i.e. around which all
existent/ entities revolve); they®"* are the sky of generosity and the honour of all creation;
they are the radiance of the sun of tribute, and the illumination of its moon; they®*"* are the
origin of all power and glory and the source of inspiration; they®*"* are faith’s true meaning
and its foundation.

The Imam®"®, is the bright source of light (to enlighten the dark and cruel) path; the flowing
stream leading to AIIahaZWj; stream of fresh water for the dried land; the swirling sea; the
resplendent full moon (badr) and the brimming brook of guidance, the path and the
deliverance in places of peril. The torrential cloud, the roving rain the perfect full moon, the
noble guide, the shading sky, the glorious blessing, the sea that will never dry. Nobility that
cannot be described, a fountain that forever flows, a garden (full of singing) birds, a fragrant
and delightful flower (with) the sweetest smell and wafting aroma, the righteous conduct,
the successful trade, the clear way, the gentle Physician, the compassionate father, the
refuge for people in times of calamity, the judge, the command giver, the Prohibitor,
Allah®s ruler over His™ people, His (Allah®*s) confidant on (matters of) reality, Proof of
Allah® over His*™ servants (He®"* is) the object of pilgrimage on Allah®*¥s earth and the
universe, ‘Informed’ of the Unseen. His*"* personal qualities cannot be encompassed,
his®*"* inner virtues cannot be imagined and he®*"* is unfathomable reality. He®"* is Unique
of his®™** age and unparalleled to none. He*"* is Allah®®¥’s deputy in His*® injunctions and
prohibitions. There is none similar to him*"* and no one can take his*"* place.

So, who is there that can attain knowledge about us®*"*; or can reach our
witness our®"* miracles; or can ever comprehend our®"* status. In this matter, wisdom and
intellect are bewildered; understanding becomes perplexed. Our®*"* status is so eloquent
that the great ones appear worthless, and the scholars dwindle (into insignificance); the
Poets become exhausted and wary; the genius stutter and are speechless; the noble orators
begin to stammer; and the masters of language are humbled.

#WS rank; or can

Who has the ability and perception to recognise even one Divine attribute of an Imam®"*, or

could image or comprehend as the heavens and the earth are humbled when they (attempt)
to describe the reality of the one who is in the focal point of the Universe, the pivot of all
that revolve, the secrets of all that is possible to exist, the ray of Divine creator, the majesty
of the Most Great and the honour of the heavens and the earth.

The station of the Prophet®*"“"‘s progeny is exalted above description of the describers and
the qualifications depicted by the highly qualified. Nor can they be compared with anyone in
any realm or world. How could it be possible to describe them, since they®"* are the first
light (created by Allah™"), the lofty words, the radiant Divine names and the greater
oneness of Allah®" . Thus, whoever turned away from them®"* has indeed deserted
oneness of Allah™", as they®"* are the greatest veil of Allah®™".

W who cannot be recognised by the

Thus who has the merits to select such an Imam

wisdom. Actually, there is no one who had abilities to identify the noble Imam®"* or even
describe one of his™" virtues. However, those who image that some of the qualities of
Prophet®™*""’s progeny can be found in other people are, in fact, crafty liars and have gone

astray from the righteous path and they chose to worship the Calf (false god), as their lord
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and have joined the ranks of shaytaan. This is all due to their intense animosity against the
house of Devine qualities, and the family**"* of the virtuousness and infallibility and jealousy
towards the household of Prophet*"".

Shaytaan has made them believe that their (devious) actions, after all, are honourable. May
Allah®™" destroy them and destine them towards hellfire. How could they have selected an
ignorant as an imam, who used to worship idols and was a well-known deserter on the day
of Holly wars (Battle). Although, it is incumbent that the Imam should be the most
knowledgeable and not ignorant; brave and not withdrawing individual. And none should be
superior to him in (nobility) descent and nor should be inferior (to anyone) in his lineage.
Beware; the Imam®"® can only be from the best of the Quraysh, the most nobility of Hashim
and from the progeny of Ibrahim®. He is from the bloodline of Prophet®*"" and is the ‘Nafs’-
e-Rasool™" ®° He is chosen by the will of Allah®** and his*** selection is directly executed
by Allah®*",

Thus, he®"* is the honour of all nobles and a branch from the (descendants of) Abd Manaaf;
he has (complete) knowledge of (worldly) affairs and is well versed in the governance (of all
affairs). Obedience to him®"* is incumbent until the day of judgement and Allah®* has
made his®"* Heart a (vessel) for His®™ mystery and elects to speak through Imam®“"s
tongue. Thus, He™" is infallible, represents Allah®* and is free from any element of

ignorance and weakness.

O Tarig, the people have abandoned him and followed their own desires and who can be
more astray than the one who follows his whims without any guidance from Allah®*. 0
Tarig! the Imam®"* may be considered like an angel® in the appearance of human being, a
heavenly body, a divine command, a sacred spirit, a lofty station, a manifest light, a hidden
secret. He is angelic in essence with attributes of the Divine powers, endowed with
unlimited good qualities, possess the knowledge of the realms of the Unseen, specifically
chosen by the Lord of the Worlds and is connected with the Truthful and Trustworthy
(messenger of Allah®™"). All this is for the household of Muhammad®®*" alone; nobody else
can partake in this with them.

This is because they®"* are: the source of revelation and the meaning of its exposition; the
elect of the Lord of Majesty; The place of Jibraeel®, Al-Ameen’s descent; the words of the
attributes of Allah®™": His®™ Secret and His®*" Words; the tree of Prophet-hood; the source
of chivalry; the essence of all opinions; the ultimate meaning and signification; the station of
apostolic wisdom; the illumination of majesty in proximity to Allah®®, and in His®® Care,
the location of Allah®™"’s Word; the key to his wisdom; the lamps of Allah®**’s mercy; the
well springs of His®® Bounty; the path that leads to Allah®*" - the salsabeel-the Qjstaas al-
Mustageem (the upright scale) the straight path; the remembrance (full) of wisdom; the
noble face; the eternal light; possessors of honour and repute; take precedence over all
noble and exalted; the successors of the noble Prophet™"¥; the progeny of the
compassionate and gentle (Prophet®""); we are the progeny of one from the other, in the
custody of the most High, the most Mighty- Allah®** knows all and observes all of these.

saww

60 Replicating the qualities of Prophet
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These are the immense and unmistakable signs of guidance and the straight path.
Whosoever recognises them®"* and takes (guidance) from them®"*, he is belongs to us. As
per Rasool Allah®**""’s statement, “He who follows me***", surely he is from me**"*"”, is an
allusion to this (reality). Allah®®" created them (Prophets household) from the illumination
of his majesty and entrusted them with the governing of the affairs of His™" kingdom.
(Thus, there is no doubt) they®"* are the treasured secret of Allah®™" and His®™ friends,
those who are near (Awliya al-Muqarraboon).

Allah®™""s (creative) command is between the letter ‘Kaaf’ and the letter ‘Nun’. Infact they
are the ‘Kaaf’ and the ‘Nun’ since they®"* invite to Allah®™", speak only what they*"* receive
from Him®" and carry out His*® Commands. The knowledge of all the Prophets®, the
(divine) mysteries of the Awsiyaa and the power and glory of the Awliyaa, in comparison to
them®", is like a drop out of an ocean and a grain out of a desert. Indeed, the heavens and
the earth to the Imam®"* are like the hand and its palm. He®"* recognises what is visible as
well as what is hidden; He®™"* knows the pious among the sinners; what is in the wet and
within the dry forms. This is because Allah®™" has taught his Prophet™" the knowledge of
what has been passed and what would appear, and all these protected secrete were
inherited by Prophet®""’s noble Awliyah®™"*. Whosoever, denies this is a cruel and cursed
wretch, and as such is cursed by Allah®™ as well as by all those who also send curse in
Allah®™""s obedience.

How could Allah®*" make Incumbent upon His**" servants the obedience of the one who
is veiled from the mysteries of the heavens and the earth. The reality is that, a single word
uttered (in Quran) in the praise of Aal-e-Muhammad®"*, exceeds seventy dimensions (of
knowledge). (Consider further), How often in the verses of the Noble reminder, the blessed
book, the eternal words are mentioned in our praise, i.e., al-Ayn (eye), al-Wajh (face), al-
Yadh (hand) and al-Janb (side). (It is obvious that) What is meant by these words is this
Wilayah (pointing to himself*"*), as Imam®"* is the side of Allah®™", the face of Allah®*",
that is, the reality of Allah®™", the knowledge of Allah®™"), and the essence of Allah®*". (As for
the phrase) ‘Hand of Allah™" they are the manifestation of the implicit dimensions of the
visible attributes. Thus, their (Ahl Al-Bayt’s) implicit is the manifestation of the Allah®**"s
explicit attributes. They®™"* are the explicit manifestation of the implicit and the implicit
dimensions of the explicit. This is alluded to in the saying of the Prophet®"" “Indeed

Allah®® has no eyes and hands, but surely you and me, Ya Ali*"*, are from them”.

They®™"* (The Ahl Al-Bayt) are the most elevated side (Al-Janb al-Aliyy); the most agreeable
face (al-Wajh ar-Radiyy); the thirst-quenching spring; and the straight path. They®"* are the
means to (reach) Allah®™¥, the link to His®™ pardon and His®™ pleasure. They®™"* are the
mystery of the One, and the Uniqueness of the Unique (Allah®™¥). It is not possible to
compare anyone from mankind with them®"; They are: the elect of Allah®™" and chosen
purely by Him®"; the secret of religion and its wisdom; the gateway to faith and its Kaaba;
the proof of Allah®®" and His destination; the signposts of guidance and its standard; the
grace of Allah®® and His mercy; the absolute certainty and its reality; the path of the Real
and His protection; the origin of existence and its goal; the power of the Lord and His will;
the source (origin) of the book and its end; the eloguent speech; the symbols and guardians
and protectors of the revelation; the verse of Remembrance and its interpretation; the
origin of revelation and its final (destiny); they are the lofty stars; they are the elevated
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illuminations, kindled from the sun of Fatimah’s honour in the sky or Muhammed’s majesty;
they are the branches of Prophet hood gushing forth from the tree of Ahmed; the divine
mysteries placed in the form of a human (body).

The Ahl Al-Bayt®"* are: The pure progeny from Hashimite descent; the (truly) guide and the
(truly) guided; thus they®"* alone are the best of creation; they®"* are the pure leaders; the
infallible family®™"* (protected from sin); the noble offspring; the rightly guided successors
(of the Prophet®™""); the greatest of the Siddigeen (the truth ones); the noble Awsiyaa; the
tribe whom Allah®™" was pleased with; the rightly guided deliverers; the finest of the fine,
from the family of Taha and Yaseen; The proof of Allah®** for the first and last.

Their®" names are etched on (every) stone, on (every) leaf of (every) tree, on the wings of
every bird; on the gates of heavens and hell; on the throne (of Allah®**"); on the horizons; on
the wings of angels; on the veils of majesty and on the canopies of glory and beauty.

With their®"* name the birds glorify (Allah®™") and fish in the depths of ocean ask for
forgiveness on behalf of their followers.

In fact, Allah®™" did not create anything until He®* Made them declare the oneness (of
Allah®®), the ‘Wilayah’ (supremacy) of the pure progeny®™** and revulsion for their®"
enemies. The Throne (of Allah®®")) did not attain stability until it was inscribed with Divine
light; There is no deity except Allah®®", Muhammad®"" is the messenger of Allah®*", and
Ali**** is the Wali of Allah™",
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