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that don’t engage with the ban The FA’s announcement that it has pulled out of talks to replace the
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raises the question of the effect that it will have on the remaining 42 English clubs that don’t engage

with the Welsh Football Association’s “ban”. With the continued uncertainty over Welsh football’'s
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future there has been growing frustration from clubs that have been forced to deal with a litany of
issues from dreary matchdays to the Welsh FA’s ban on clubs talking about their financial problems
in any language other than English. Some clubs will have been surprised at the extent of the FA's
departure. The FA had been in talks with the Welsh FA and the Welsh Rugby Union over the creation
of a new organisation that would not have any English as part of its core language. The FA’s lack of
engagement has been widely criticised. In a statement, a spokesperson for the FA said: “Given the
current chaotic situation in the game in Wales, the proposed governance changes were discussed
and we have agreed to change tack on the governance of English football.” It is understood the FA
still wants all the English clubs to have a role in the future of the game in Wales, regardless of its
language. But it may not want to start from scratch - the FA admits that a possibility is to
“collaborate” with the Welsh FA in the future. But what do clubs think? When BBC Sport spoke to a
range of clubs in Wales, they were divided on the effect that the lack of engagement with the Welsh
FA would have. Burnley and Port Vale, who are both on a long-term hiatus from the Welsh FA
because of financial problems
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